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conduct of the polls — on pain of being
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Question of Mandate |
The ruling party leaders knew {f anybody
did, that they were going to hold the polls by
February '96 at the very latest. What was the
mandate they were seeking from the. elec-
torate? They were, till ten days before the
polling, seeking only the vote and perhaps not
much else. They wanted power but weuldn't

commit themselves to anything. Well, that is
how it looks from the fact that till today BNP

Suddenly, surely as a belated afterthought,
piece of news, heralding the com-
ing of the BNP election manifesto — the most
important document for a party seeking elec-
tion. And this valuable paper on which the cit-
izens theoretically are to vote can now only be
a sheaf of paper if it at all reaches the elec-
torate in the week that will be left before the
pollis. There will be no manifestoes from any
other party. And BNP now reduces its own to

And the government has by another fatal
blow struck at the very democratic essence of
the election. To do this they have drawn into
the game the President who had been so long
spared by all to remain as a last way-out from
the current impasse. Empowered by an ordi-
nance decreed by him, the LGRD ministry

has
and

Pourashavas to cooperate sufficiently with the

dis-

This is the silliest of governmental antic

But

coming only ten days before the polls it reads
How can you dissolve elected bodies
and run them by nominated persons without
grievously injuring democracy — to which end
this election is being said to be held. And for
no other fault than exercising their choices

But

‘the second act we condemn and reject as be-
posi-
tion is trying to make a hollow thing of this

and

BNP would preempt them making it into a

Put the Scandal Behind

The Sonargaon Hotel scandal of January 30
which pulled the rug out of a festering wound
in the hotel's management anatomy, should
not be put under any fresh wraps. Facts would
t to light and faced fairly and

Firstly, misgivings have to be removed that
we are unable to let even an establishment
like a five-star hotel run smoothly. Secondly,
we cannot have it messed up especially when
it started from a vantage point of being
only one in that category with Japanese fi-
nance which bears the name of a country that
is the largest bilateral donor to Bangladesh.
The collaborational arrangements between the
government-owned Hotels International Lim-
ited (HIL), the parent company of the hotel,
and the Pan Pacific Hotel, affiliated to Tokyo
Hotels International, were far too serious to
be determined by internal squabbles. Thirdly,
the hotel has to come on top of the backlash
if it were to stay in business as the country's

the

With these in mind we welcome the pro-
posed formation of a 4-member probe com-

the

Japanese and Bangladesh sides to go into
30 incident and bring about an ami-
ms’ arising
of it. We demand in the interest of our coun-
try's goodwill with Japan that all factors, both
internal and extraneous, if any, contributing
to the row, be revealed not only before the
parties concerned but also to the public at
large. We have a right to know where it went
wrong that we are having to worry about our
with Japan, an otherwise trusted

out

We want the report made public when it is
ready, and not just put away on the shelves.
Meanwhile, could we expect that the public
would be kept informed of the progress in the

Six days into the Ekushey Book Fair the
to the month-long event is
sadly but not inexplicably missing. It has had a
less-than-an-ideal start with the PM's deter-
mined opening of it and the backlash on its
heels. These evidently cast a shadow on the
proceedings as expected and hinted at by us

Attendance at the book stalls is still very
poor and sales dull. The important discussion

the

Ekushey legacy and the evolution of Bangla
language and literature are virtually nowhere
to be seen. In fact, a good number of univer-
sity teachers and cultural activists have can-
celled their participation in such a pro-
gramme under notification to the director
general of Bangla Academy in protest against

to the memory of
Ekushey February are far too sacrosanct, noble
and dear to us to be allowed to be spoilt by
the impudent act of a few, regardless of the
provocation it gave. We must live down the
initial setback and try our best to invigorate
the book fair and other related functions so
that they can be a standard tribute to
Ekushey. Let the surroundings look inspiring

-

'The Reform Agenda and the AL Perspective

ECENTLY the donor

countries held a mee-

ting with the govern-
t

r a mid-year review ol
the state of the economy and
the utilization of aid funds. In
particular, they examined the

of the reform agen-

da. They believe that the
7 future of the economy de-
pends on the successful im-

plementation of this agenda.
According to press reports
the donor countries are
deeply concerned. Some of
them have even raised ques-
tions about the commitment
.of the BNP government to
the reform agenda. One does
not know to what extent the
donors were satisfied with
the government's response
but if one were to judge
by the actual state of
he economy, they could not
have Im'l pim .,
Reform of the administra-
tion, for instance, is a vital
element of the entire reform
enda but it has not even

ng the administration. the
BNP government has politi-
cized it. In and cor-
ruption has increased. In-
ternecine squabbling a
the services has intensi :
Financial sector reform is an-
other area in which progress
has been most disappointing.
They power sector is yet an-
other area which is in urgent
need of reforrm but the BNP
government has been dith-
ering. In five long years there
has n, to the t of my
knowledge. no improvement.
The loss-making industries
continue to drain the national
exchequer of vital resources
needed to stimulate the gro-
wih and expansion of the
economy. The BNP govern-
ment's record, in all these
areas is a dismal one.

What is really the cause of

ta off. Instead of reform- -
i

Oncofthemthlpwimtﬁenuofthcrtﬁnvnagen;—im;mv

ing the performance .nf the_

government machinery — is jeopardized by the current regime's attempt to subvert the

electoral process and remove the mechanisms needed
ultimately accountable to the people

this failure? After all, the
BNP government started off
with a clear mandate. One

may recall the big fanfare
wi which these progra-
mmes were launched. "
finance ginllter is not
known to publicity- . He

abbed headlines with all

ind of reform programmes-
which, in retrospect, seem to
have bken so utopian. The
donors, | believe, have put
their on the real cause
of the failure which is a lack
of commitment..- The prime
minister failgd to give the
leadership in car-
rying out the reforms. The
government was not willing
to take the essential but
tough and seemingly unpopu-
lar decisions to implement
the programmes of reform. It
is no secret that some of the
ministers were positively
hostile to these i
When the vested interests
blocked progress in some
fields. the government chose
of a them. and failed
to demonstrate responsible
political leadership to carry
out policies in the broader
national interest.

The question has assumed
an urgency because of the
cnmlnf one-party election.
What is going to hapﬁen to
the reform agenda? No one
knows far certain what is
going to happen between
now and the 15th February.
However if, for the sake of
argument, one assumes that a
government will be formed
after the sham election, will
that weak. legally flawed and

controversial g nt be
able to implement the reform
agenda? ere can be no
doubt that in such a situation
— with an embattied n-
ment without an accepted
electoral mandate, lacking in
any moral authority — the re-
form agenda will be effec-
tively dead. This is the reality
that the nation as well as the
donors must reflect upon. A

for its actions.

to ensure that the government is

agenda. Despite the party's
preoccupation with urgent
political issues concerning
the basic voting rights of the
people as well as the ques-
tion of free and fair elections,
it has given a lot of time and
thought to economic issues.
The policy statement made
by the President ol Awami
League, Sheikh Hasina, at the
last special session of the
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government with question-
able | status will have no
mandate to govern effectively.
It will be unable to take the

ernment will be fighting for
its life most of the time and
the country will be entering a
period of extreme political
instability. It is a frightening

prospect but our expe-
rience with the events of the

last two years it is a realistic
one. The one-party election
now in prospect is likely to
heighten economic umncer-
tainty and will spell disaster
for the reform programme.
Many of my friends have
asked me about the Awami
League’s policy on the reform

The unpublished column of Sunday

party held in September last
year dealt with the economic
and social issues at some
length and outlined the
party's (fruﬁmmc in differ-
ent fields. ile discussing
industrial policy she empha-
sized the need to improve
the environment for business
activity. noting that, "Bang-
ladesh Awami League will
give high priority to im-
proving the law and order
situation and terrorism, toll-
taking and the high-handed-
ness of the musclemen will
be firmly suppressed. Realis-
tic steps will be taken to
simplify administrative pro-
cedures and eliminate cor-
ruption. Infrastructure will be
improved and the financial
sector reform will be firmly.

completed.” Here is a public
commitment which leaves no
uncertainty about the party's
stand on economic issues. Let
us take the question of re-
forming the local government
system. The BNP government
has really destroyed whatever
local government institutions
we had in the country. Today
there is no local government
at the thana and the district
level. In contrast, in explain-
ing the objectives of the
gart;rs policy in this field,
heikh Hasina said. "The
purpose of strong local gov-
ernment is to involve the
people in all the local devel-
opment activities. Bangladesh
Awami Le is determined
to build a strong and demo-
cratic local government
tem at the union, thana and
district level.”

The government's record
in the area of financial sector
reform has not been particu-
larly good, and during the
last four years the problems
afflicting many state-owned
and private banks have
ened. Modernizing and im-

g the efficiency of the
nking sector is essential if
we are to make it a dynamic
factor is tl::cf,ruwth process.
Financial or reform can-
not be fully implemented un-
less the administrative re-
form programme also gets
underway. Both these areas
will require firm political
commitment. Several studies
have been already made in
the field of administrative re-
form but these reports are
just gathering dust. The BNP

government has had little
time for these reports. Dere-
gulation is another important
area but one does not know
the exact status of these
reforms. However. it cannot
be left half-finished. The ex-
port-import regime must be
scrutinized and clear deci-
sions taken so as to permit
our businessmen to plan
their business activities with
confidence.

One of the most important
items of the reform agenda —
improving the performance
of the government machinery
— is jeopardized by the cur-
rent reﬁlmc's attempt to sub-
vert the electora rocess
and remove the mechanisms
needed to ensure that the
government is ultimately ac-
countable to the people for
its actions. There is clearly a
need to gear up the public
sector to perform at the level
which will permit acceler-
ated economic growth in this
country. No less importantly,
perhaps. there is a need to
reorient the machinery of
government to more effec-
tively meet the needs of the
common citizen and to avoid
waste in the use of public
funds, whether the source of
these funds is external aid or
our taxpayers’' money, The
Awami League is firmly com-
mitted to ensuring that the
efficiency of the public sector
is improved, and that the
entire government is made
more accountable and respo-
nsive to the people. The
accountability that is called
for must be rooted in the
people’s ability to freely elect
the government of their
choice, and in this regard the
people of this country fightly
recognize the vital impor-
tance of the opposition's cur-
rent campaign to ensure free
and fair elections.

Sanity in Political Leadership Need of the Hour

ELDOM in the past

few decades has this
‘ country so despera-
tely needed a leadership. to
steer the country clear of
crises, doldrums and chaos
as it is now. Political intrigue,
bickerings, in-fighting and
bankruptcy have almost
become nqQrms in Bangladesh.
Belying all expectations of a
settlement, our politics is
headed towards a chaotic
situation that spells disaster
for the country already
threatened by production cut
in the mills and factories and

crop-losses in the
agricultural sector. Food
shortage, according to WFP

estimates, is likely to reach
50 lakh tons mark this year.
Food prices are soaring,
adding to the daily misery of
millions of Bangladeshis who

¢ live in total poverty. People in
the country do not know how
long they will have to wait for
the kind of leadership the
country needs. .

Because of ‘poverty and
non-governance, the last few
years witnessed a disastrous
upsurge of violence that cost
hundreds of lives, a steady
worsening of the economy
and an unprecedented polar-
isation of the society on ex-
tremist lines. The m e of
all these ominous develop-
ments in clear : democratic
norm is rapidly losing its %;-lp
.over the society at 1 . Un-
able to withstand the surge of
crimes and the responsibility
for the present crises. the

Pseudonyms
address.
BAI problems

Sir, At present, one of the
major problems of Bangla-
desh Agricultural Institute
(BAl) is that we do not have
adequate number of teachers

and supporting manpower.

Although BAI is the country's
oldest agricultural education
institution (60-year-old), still
the number ot teachers is
less than other two newly-
established agri-colleges. Mo-
reover, as the authorities'
decision, from this session
the number of seats has been
increased, from 100 to 150
at BAl, Dhaka and 80 to 100
at other two agri-colleges.

o overcome the difficul-
ties. a few new teaching and
other posts were proposed in
the PCP of BAl which was
also endorsed by the IMED.
But due to some reasons, the
proposal could not get ap-

proval in the inter-ministe-

rial meeting.

Meanwhile, we recently
met the Planning Minister,
who gave a patient hearing to
our grievances and ass us
that he would do what is
necessary for solving our
problems.

It is now sincerely ex-
pected that the authorities
concerned will consider our
problems and take appropri-
ate step for solving the same.

M Zahidul Haque

General Secretary ;
" BAI Teachers’ Association,

Dhalka

May the Almighty
save us
Sir, Light has shed upon
the current political situation
of Bangladesh in the article
‘The Duelling Doyennes' whi-
ch was published on January
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As it appeays, the system crafted in the days just after the
. pacily to deal with the varied problems that

andiose structure of the re-
orm measures of the admin-
istration have proved to be a
futile effort. It will not take
long for the country to col-
lapse altogether bu un-
der its a most of the de-
velopment projects that are
s0 much needed for the
country. Liberal minded
people are wary of the dan-
gerous consequences of the
societal breakdown marking
a void. At

resent, this void is often

liled with the destructive
ideas of militant nationalism.
religious intolerance, violent
greed, and cynicism. The re-
sult is partisan clashes, social
alienation, and rise of crime
that has let loose a terrible
wave of lawlessness and civil
turmoil in all parts of the
country.

To check all this malady
to take the shape of a catas-
trophe a new leadership is
needed. This must be backed
by a massive educational
wﬂ that can fill the

8 of millions of disillu- .
sioned adeshis with the
values and ideals that helped
nations of the world to sur-
vive  and  prosper through
their days of turmoil. These
ideals — the primacy of hu-

- —_— — = - -

to editing and cut:

15, 1996 in the Newsweek.
It said that '‘Bangladesh has
recently been growing eno-
ugh rice to feed itself and

building an industrial base,
attracting manufacturers away
from other more nsive
Asian countries.’ It is thought
that present political crisis-
will have a negative effect on
its economy.- .

Oh, what an unlucky lot
we are! When we were look-
ing forward to a prosperous
future, trying to stand on our
feet, something blunt hits on
our head, as if we are not en-
titled to stand up. What evil
force i# working behind it
and how long will it remain
active? Only the Almighty
knows! .

Nur Jahan |
East Nasirabad, Chittagong

Need for a good

Sir, Appointment of per-
sons to govern the country
purview of the
Constitution must not be en-
couraged. It is the failure of
the politicians that the Con-
stitution could not ‘be amen-
ded adequately to accom-
modate their desire. Deman-
ds will have to be sorted out
as per the law. The rule of
the must be followed.

e present government,
well in my opinion, is not a
good government. If right
now it is ousted unlawfully,
the opposition may sigh a re-
Hef seeing it gone, exactly
the way 'opposition’ was
happy in 1982 when the
power from president Sattar
was taken away by General
the Consti-
tution. But the ultimate result
of that unlawful action was
not good. That we all know

h .bad government ra

man rights, the_rule of law
and ideological tolerance —
must be enshrined in the so-
ciety.

To be sure. in the state of
affairs as it is these days in
the country, efforts to make
these pristine philosophies
acceptable in a society torn
apart by economic, political
and national crisis is not an

task. But the bulk of the

remouldi and renovation
necessa or the revival of
the society will definitely

have to come form within the
society itself, from its new
leaders and intelligentsia
who are till now ‘at logger
heads with each other.

The most prominent ca-

. sualty of the present political
crisis is the country's badly
needed economic expansion
Frugramm:. As it appears,
oreign investors and donors
grow wary of venturing into
an inflammable area, a con-
flict-ridden site that has
largely been made so by the
politiclans themselves, to the
“utter disregard of Ebeoplc's
torments and sufferings.
Don't they (politicians) think
that the turbulence as appar-
ent, will surely hasten the
disintegration of the coun-

‘very well: it is betf:!rj to con-
tinue democrati with a
than
having an autocracy as re-
placement. ,
‘The way Sheikh Hasina

_ - to -oust the gov-
ermment is not a correct one.
A bad government always

. creates positive momentum
_for the opposition to come in
wer. If people want Awami
Ezaﬁuc to be in power, hun-
dreds of opponents simply
cannot resist. Why does
Sheikh Hasina fail to kee
. faith in the le? Why suc
lack of confidence in the
people who fought for lan-
guage, liberation and democ-
racy? Keeping faith in peo-
le, Sheikh Hasina should
ave participated m the
election and we all would
have seen what Khaleda Zia
does and that would have
given tremendous credibility
to Sheikh Hasina's leader-
ship.

But Sheikh Hasina seems
anchored with JP and Ja-
maat. Who are they, an
People know these parties
better than anybody else. Bad
or good, let the change be in
accordance with law. There
is still time to avoid con-
frontation and anarchy in go-
ing ahead with this one-party
election.

Now is the time that
Awami League comes up as a
Fuud nl}pnsitiun. - As the
eader of the good opposi-
tion, Sheikh Hasina can give
us sensible, positive and
statesman-like guidelines so
that the present problem re-
lating to holding a fair elec-
tion to change the gdvern-
ment lawfully can be solved. A
bad government can lawfull
be replaced by only a g
opposition. Calling hartals
and advocating unlawful mea-
sures are to be shunned and
also thundering the slogan to
oust the government is not
needed. .

~ People want to live in

- peace in lawful society. Let a
good opposition help to achi-
eve that.

M R R Khan
Naya Paltan, Dhaka
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if without further delay, the
display of sanity in the political
liberation of the country has exhausted its ca-
haue,mmrtﬁemmnﬂm'ecmm&: :

country is
leadership.

try’s already fragile political
and economic structure and
inflict irreparable da e to
the survijval of democracy? In
their quest for public office
and the payoffs of power,
they have inflamed passions
and used trick to promote
personal gain. They have ex-
ploited and manipulated all
the weaknesses inherent in a
developing society. Social fis-
sures which statesmen would
normally attempt to bridge
have been deepened by the
same of us seeking short-
term advantages.

Since most of the people
in the country are mute
spectators, Politl-::s. perhaps
in its worst from has gained a
free ground for many whose
vision does not extend be-
;{‘nnd their personal Fains.

he great potential for
progress that was envisaged
to be present here is fading
out giving in to a spirit of
chaes and violence every
where. More than ever, now
the country from Teknaf to
Tetulia remains mired in po-
litical unrest, with repression
and deception masquerading
as democracy.

Leaders of the politieal
parties and the administra-
tion seem hardly aware that

.... T e e e e e e T e e e e

ir.. Who committed crime

. and who are expia crime
- Presfdent Hussain of

Iraq continues to hold :
Emir Sheikh al-Jabhir as-
« Sabah of Kuwait has retained
his throne, US President Ge-
-orge Bush was defeated in
the presidential election, Bri-
tish Prime Minister Thatcher
has resigned and the French
I'-’i'l_«::;zllvr:h:n:.l Mitterrand has ];e-
-t and passed-away. But
the untold sufferings of the
millions of people in Iraq
who have no direct or indi-
rect involvement in the inva-
sfon of Kuwait continue un-
- abated due to treacherous in-
‘ternational politics. .

The UN Security Council
has recently renewed {ts 63-
month-old economic sanc-
tions against Iraq.. There
seems no prospect of lifting
UN sanctions. Has not the
UN economic sanctions im-

on Iraq in 1990 taken
the shape of %olation of hu-
man rights in 19967

Billions of dollars of arms
and ammunition bought by
Iraq from former Soviet Uni-
on. now Rusasia, have been
destroyed in the Gulf War.
Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and
other Gulf states spent bil-
lions of dollars to finance the
liberation of Kuwalilt from
Iraqi invasion. In addition to
that they purchased arms of
latest models worth billions
of dollars from the western
countries to defend them-
selves from fellow Arab
countries,

Who loses, who gains? The
wealth of the Arab world is
being drained out to western
countries. Some G-7 coun-
tries flourish at the cost of
blood and sweat of the Mus-
Iim world.

Iraq has fulfilled all its
obligations under the UN
Resolution 678. Is not the
continuation of UN economic
sanctions for indefinite pe.
riod a mockery of UN Decla-
ration of Human Rights?

the country faces a severe
employment crisis and also
an increasing social dilemmma
created a large cohort of”
educated but jobless youths.
Over and above this, most of
our people working in Saudi
Arabla, Kuwait, Emirates,
Malaysia and some western
countries are suddenly facing
a very tough situation as re-
gards job prospects in those
countries. Recently, Saudi
Arabia repatriated some
20,000 Bangladeshis working
there for a long time. On the
other hand the unemploy-
ment rate in the country has
shot up to 80%. This comes
at a time when the western
countries and the US are
poised for an unprecedented
economic slump that is cer-
tain to shrink global demand
for third world exports. The
country’s external debt is also
shooting up with each pass-
ing year while its export
earnings on two principal
sectors, namely, garments
-and frozen foods are showing

%:adual decline. Reportedly
t

e country is losing almost
1200 crore Taka annually in
the garments export alone.

\'gith t];ir::ha]:m::tﬂ so bleak, it
would be irresponsible to
continue the politics of ag-

We urge Iraq and other
Gulf nations to forget their
past differences and up

peace, friendship and unity
anew-in their own interest in
particular and’ the Muslim

“world in general Simultane-

ously we also call upon the
United Nations to lift the
economic sanctions against
Iraq immediately on huma-
nitarian grounds. -

O H Kabir
6. Hare Street. Wari, Dhaka

Test-tube outdates
mating
Sir, A US zod has deliv-
ered the world's first test-
tube baby of an African gorilla
recently, brightening the

possibility of expanding en-
dangered species.

The first-ever test-tube
baby born to human about a
couple of decades ago
brought about revolutionary
advances in genetic manipu-
lation relating to human re-
production, and thereby fer-
titized hopes for offsprings to

arents with conception de-
ects.

It locks like that period is
not too long away when the
heterosexual intercourse will
be viewed as an unnecessary
time-wasting play due to
economically accessible test-
tube impregnation.

If this test-tube procedure
is commercially practised.
the population size of both
man and animal races will in-
crease manifold in a shorter
span uniil a justifiable re.

striction is applied to such
artificially manufactured baby
productions helore it over
takes Malthus Theory

M Rahman
Zila S5chool Road. My
mensingh 2200

ﬁrandim:mcnl. Once buoyant
opes for progress and pros-
perity can still be resusci-
tated. If without further de-
lay, the country is brought
back on track, and this can
only be done by a fair displa

of sanity in the political lead-
ership. As it appears, the sys-
lem crafted in the days just
alter the liberation of the
country has exhausted its ca-
pacity to deal with the varied
problems that have, over the
years, grown more complex.

Now. even il the parlia-
mentary polls take place and
the party in power emerges
victorious, it will take office
at a time of unprecedented
danger for the country's tur-
bulent democracy. The con-
flict and tension brewing in
threaten to escalate into a
protracted strife. The coun-
try throughout this time
since liberation has hardly
faced such daunting prob-
lems.

Over the years, the coun-
try's ruling party bosses have
paid lip-service to improving
the lot of the vast populace.
Opponents claim that the
success claimed by the ad-
ministration so far amounts
to no more than an illusion.
Popular feeling runs that
those running the statecraft
have almos{ turned the
country into something akin
to a snow-capped volcano. So
it is pclitica? sanity that is
most needed now.

A clarification
Sir. There have been arti-

cles in some Dhaka dailies
recently which stated that |

hlave ted, at a seminar

" in Ireland, boycotting Bang-

ladesh garment f{actories
wHich use child labour.
Reuters is said to have issued
a news release to this eflect
several weeks ago. AAFLI
(Asian-American Free Labour
Institute}] has been blamed
for sponsoring mysell and
Nazma Akhter in this work.
In the first place, I did not
altend any seminar in Ireland
and was not sent there by
AAFLI, | went there with
Nazma to meet labour grou
and NGOs interested in child
rights and child labour. At
the time [ was no longer
working as a consultant for

AAFLI. My work for them ex-
lended only from November
1992 to 16 December 1994

and consisted in helping to
organise a free trade union
among garment workers. |
did not speak on behalf of
AAFLI in Treland.

Secondly. neither | nor
Nazma advocated boycotting
of the garment industry |
gave the example of the arﬂld
Labour Coalition of 40 Organ-
isations in the USA which
had threatened a boycott of
Bangladesh garments 1in
order to show what could
happen if there is lack of
compliance with the MO1!
signed between [LO. UNICEF
and the BGMEA [ have
strongly opposed to boveott
because of the great harm il
would bring to the economy
and the workers My only
convern is that the Ml
workers will get the educa
tion which has Deen pronn
sed them since 1949] by the
overnment and ithe reha
rilitationn which has heen
romised them since the

M was signed

Rosaline Costa
Roy 5 [Dhaka | (OdiX)




