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NEWS BRIEFS

No congestion at
Aricha: BIWTC
" Thcnﬂangiadcnh Inland

ater Transport Corporation
(BIWTC) has said, there is no
congestion of vehicles at
. N
dia ghats. In a ¢larification to
press reports published yes-
terday, BIWTC alse denied
that 1.000 vehicles remained
stranded at these three ghats
on Sunday, reports UNB.

About 40 foreign news-
men have so far approached
for visa to come to Bangla-
desh to cover the February
15 parliament elections.
Officials sources said those
who' got registered their
names to cover the polls, |
represent” international news
agencies, television net-
works and top dailies in Asia.
America and European
countries, reports UNB.

39 arms seized

The law-enforcing agen-
cies recovered 39 firearms,
56 bullets and three lo-
sives from differemt parts of
the coun yesterday, the
47th days of countrywide
arins recovery drive. During
the period, they also arrested
458 people on various
charges inchading illegal pos
session of arms, according to
Law and Order Cmrdinahnn
Cell of the Election Commis-
sion,. reports UNB.
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Fresh OppoSition programme

48-hour hartal on

Feb 14-15

The mainstream Opposi-
tion announced a fresh agita-
tion pregramme vyesterday
with a call for 'complete non-
cooperation’ as parliamentary
clgctiuns are due on February
15.

The Awami League, Jatiya
Party and Jamaat-e-Islami, at
separate press conferences,
came out with identical pro-

rammes that include a 48-

our hartal on February 14
and 15. and a 'mass
curfew’ on the election, day.

‘The leaders of the three
parties called upon the peo-
ple to stay indoors on the
clay.

The ‘final phase' of the
simultaneous agitation ahead
of tht-p-nlls starts February

s Star Report

10 with processions by the
three major opposition par-
fies after separate rallies in
the capital.

The pmcesainna would
move towards the residence’
of the Prime Minister to de-
nfand her resignation and
cancellation of the elections.

Awami League will hold its
rally at Manlk Mia Avenue at
2 pm. JP and Jamaat will also
hold separate rallies on rlhf‘

The three parties would
hold rallies and bring out
processions across the coun-
try on January 11.

. The opposition would or-
anise rail-road-waterways
rricade across the country
on February 13 which would

be followed by the two-day
hartal. -

Al. chief Sheikh Hasina,
actin
nur man Chowdhury and
Jamaat chief Golam Azam an-
nounced the programmes at
separate press conferences.

Hasina
cooperation by different sec-
tions of the society as regards
the coming polls.

She emphasised non-co-
operation from those in-
volved in the polls process.

Hasina urged the trans-
port workers not to carry
election materials and the
newscasters not to announce.
election results over radio
and {elevision.

See Page 12 col 8
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Keep indoors on polls
day: Hasina -

By Staff Correspondent

]

Awami League Chief

Sheikh Hasina has called
‘upon the people to remain

indoors on the day of the
coming parlinmentary elec-

Mnnundng a fresh agita-

tion of her party
at a press conference in the
cit]r esterday, Hasina ac-

the B nt of

playing with the fate of the

ghe also reiterated the
Uppusitlunn demand for im-
mediate resignation of the
Prime Minister and holding
of a polls under a neutral

government. -

She wamed against any
"manufacture
election multu through me-
dia coup” and said that the

people i.\.-uul{i never accept

e —

such results.

1;1 la'm worried about thlc
volatile situation now prevai
ing in the country,” the AL
President said.

“The ruling party is lead-
ing the country towards a
state of confrontation to sat-

isfy its lust for power”, she

Tht opposition leader
gave arate calls to differ-
ent sections of I;wplc :ndud
ing government employees,
mgm s .of the law enforc-
ing agencies, teachers and
those involved in election:
process for ‘non-cooperation.’

She also cautioned the
candidates in the February 15

:l:ttiunu about the
J u:m:cu* of being in-
n "a mockery wi

.'::-rr }’agt 12 ml 7

THE ONE THAT GOT THROUGH ...
pacer Anisur Rahman clean bowls MCC's last man CP
Metson through the gate at the Dhaka Stadium
yesterday. The locals startled the visitors by 7 wickets.

Det.aila on page 10.
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BNP polls .
manifesto
today

By Staff Correspondent

The ruling BNP will an-
nounce its manifesto for the
Fe 15 parliament elec-
tions ay.

The sccr:t&ry_
the party Barrister Abdus
Salam
nounce the manifesto at a
press conference to be held |
at 2 pm at theoglartys Haya
Paltan central ress
release of the party said last
night.

The manifesto of the -BNP
is being declared only 13
days before the

According to BNP sources,
the manifesto wt:;uld tlat;‘u-
rate the party's plans in the
areas of eco education,
industriai and other sectors

the year 2000. It would .

an carry the party’'s achie-
vements in various fields in
the last five years. There

~would be no major_shift in
the party policies, ﬂuﬂ sour-

ces said.

JCD leader
shot dead
in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Feb 5: Uni-
dentified gunmen today
kidna a JCD leader from
the colony at Nasirabad
here and later shot him dead,

pa:‘? sources and said.
eroz Hossain Musa (19),
publicity secretary of Chhatra

Dal. Lalkhan Bazar unit. was
kidnapped from one of his
iriend's residence at the

-y AX R

Police said the body of
. Musa wn;l’lé:::r left at the
ﬂrcmllu ittagong Med-
tal by some uniden-
lﬂﬂl.-NﬂﬂE was ar-
so far in this connec-
tion. *
. Chhatra Dal
See Page 12 col B

- One dies. after

bemg arrested

man died of car-
dtm: alter he was ar-
ruuad in a jeint raid by law

ilhguluwmm

Scl:urily fnrc:l which
conduct a raid to arrest
Abul Hashim, chairman of
Harirampur Union Parishad
under Uttara cé station,

ked up Abdur Rahman and

hamsuddin, the fafher and
brother-in-law of Hashim re-
spectively.

Shamsuddin died of fear
soon after his arrest at about
3 am, police said. Hashim's
father was released after his

See Page 12 Col 2
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PM due tomorrow Hartal called

A young man was shot
dead and at least 44 people
were injured and a thana
Election Commission office
was ransacked in anti-elec-
tion violence in some s of
the coun terday.

A candidate was injured
and another assaulted by anti-
polls activigts while another
withdrew from the polls race

on the day.
UNB news ag:m: re-
ported from Feni at a
ml:llhdmdfnur
people were Injured in a
clash between the workers of
BNP and Awami Lea : ‘at
Silonia Bazar in Daganbhu
thana yesterday centrin lht
Prime Minister's scheduled

electioneering tour of the
district.

HC rule f(;)r
transfer of
Magzur

murder case

By SC Correspondent

The High Court Division
yesterday directed the
government to show cause
within seven days as to why
the Manzur Murder Case
should not be transferred
from the Court of the Dhaka
District and Sessions Judge

Abdus Salam to any other
competent Court of Sessions
aka.

The court also ordered
See Page 12 Col 1

Star Report

The victim, identified as
Nasiruddin (22), was hit by
bullet during the clash and
later succumbed to injuries
shortly after his was admitted
to the Feni Sadar Hospital.

Pro-Awami League Chha-
tra League claimed Nasir as
their activists. The BNP
claimed that the four persons
injured in the clash were
their activists.

The clash eruptcd at

about 4 pm when some
Awami Le e activists at-
tacked a P rally at the

bazar, organised to drum up
support for the Prime Minis-
ter's ensuing visit to the dis-
trict.

The attackers damaged
the dais and the micro-
phones. Several gunshots

Show cause on |

EC to cancel

nomination of
BNP candidate

By SC Correspondent

The High Court yesterday
ordered e Election Com-
mission to show cause as to
why it should not be given a
direction to remove the
name of Zahir Uddin Swapan
from the list of candidates in
the coming parliamentary
elections as on admitted facts
he has interest in a govern-
ment contract, '

The court also directed

See Page 12 col 7

CEC fears greater bloodshed
if elections not held

The Chief Election Com-
missioner (CEC) yesterday
expressed his firm resolve to
go ahead with his mission te
stage poll on Feb 15 de-
spite the violence rowdy-
ism sweeping the country,
reports UNB.

All possible measures have
been taken to ensure a

-smooth holding of election,

Justice A K M Sadeque said
while txcha;}gl ng views with
the editors of national dailies
and news agencies in the
conference room of the
Election Commission (EC).
He thought if election is
not held, there will be far
greater bloodshed and confu-
sion in the country than
burning, bloodletting. killing
and destruction of property
being perpetrated at present
in the runup to election.
Pointing at the Commis-
sion's constitutional -

| tion to hold election,

90 days of the dissolution of

t, the CEC said: "We
can under no circumstances
renounce election as we can-
not foresake independence
and democratic dispensation,
notwithstanding viclence and
vandalism being unleashed in
the country. We must hold
election to keep democratic
system and constitutional
process running.”

Failure to hold elections
will cause collapse of the
Constitution. The loss suf-
fered by the cou due to
breakdown of constitution
will be infinitely more, he
said.

Any attempt to obstruct
the huid:lng election is a
punishable offence in the
eyes of law. Those who are
tryilﬁ to sabotage election
would be held responsible for
destroying democratic sys-
temm and constitutional pro-
cess, the CEC observed.

" action

who are trrl :
February WL Jllll.ltl
tive. He u esita mﬂ-

As he made the observa-
tion. the opposition ies
who stayed out from
simuitaneously threw tou
action plans like hartal,
gherao, siege and non-coop--
eration to resist what they
said 'one-party farcical elec-
tion.’ :

Asked if the EC had taken
anmd'thoﬂ

ted the Commission's
in this
Rcfcrﬂng In arr

mmu made to :n-uﬂ:lhas: !

, the CEC said ail

uih lt!‘:pl had been
lm fnr smooth voting. He

said police and other law en-
forcing agencies  would be

deployed around the

centres to ensure salety o

the voters and to mains-

See Page 12 8

5 killed, 17 hurt in’

road accidents

By Staff Correspondent

Five persons were killed
and 17 others injured in sep-
arate road accidents in
Dhaka, Comilla and Sirajganj
}rfslcrda

MCH Corres t
rcport:: An umdmum:

‘was killed when a town ser-

vice bus ran over him near
the Gulistan cinema hall in

the city yesterday morning.
The victim aged abou 50
the ‘road when

Was crossi

the bus hit him at about 11
am, gollcc said adding that
the body was sent to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal (DMCH) for -ulomy

Police arrested d'rhrtr.
Md hkhlcr Hossain, 25,
selzed the bus.

Meanwhile, two people,
including a minor boy, were
killed in separate road
mishaps in Fenl yesterday.

Witnesses said Ruhul Amin
(9) was run over by a s -
ing truck on the Dhaka
Trunk road in the town last
moming.

In another accident, an
unmamed truck driver was
killed when the truck fell
into a roadside ditch on Feni
Bypass in the afternoon.

In Slrajﬁl nj, a rickshaw-
puller was killed and his pas-
senger seriously injured
when a tank lorry hit the
three-wheeler at Purba Delua
in Ullapara thana on Nagar-
bari-Bogra road yesterday.

Police sald Sorman All
(29), the rickshawpuller, and
the passenger Abdur Rahman
were critically injured when

the lorry knocked down the
rickshaw,
SOrmarn succu to his

See Page 12 ]

One killed in Feni clash

were f[ired during the two-
hour clash. Tension was pre-
vailing in the area.
Opposition polittcal par-
ties have called a 9-hour har-
tal in Feni district tomorrow
and the day after to foil the
electioneering tour of Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia.

See Page 12 Col 3
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From Our Correspondent

NARYANGANJ, Feb 5: A
number of people were in-
jured when security person-
nel conducted raids at Char
Sayedpur, a village under
Sadar thana, in alleged retali-
ation for the assault on some
coll

Local pcnple allegtd that
the securitymen went into
action in Uttarpara. Madya-

ara and Purbapara of Char
yedpur 'and ransacked
houses and beat up people.

Three ople were re-
up by thern.

The security personnel
allegedly retaliated after
three of their colleagues
were béaten up by the vil-
lagers on Saturday during an
arms recovery mission. The
villagers reportedly mistook
the plainclothmen as miscre-
ants.

When contacted. civil and
police administration said
LhC{| were not aware of any
incident.

The DC. Nazrul Islam,
when contacted by The Daily

See Page 12 Col 3

'Mother., four
children

slaughtered
in Sylhet

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Feb 5: Four chil-
dren along with their mother
were found slaughtered this
morning in their house at
Mannar Gaon, eight kilome-
ters from Duara Bazar thana
under Sunamganj district.

The woman was identified
as Rani Bala Das, 30, and her

See Page 12 col 8
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The colourful Duily Star Fashion
Special for which you’ve

for Your Copy of

peen waiting solongisin the
stands from last Sunday.
Ask your hawker for a copy

or *get It
newsstand.

from nearest

Price of this beautiful tabloid

Is only Tk 20.00.



