12 The Dinily Star

US call

tostop'Pﬂtlmtest

NEW DELHI, Feb 4:
;i#n Hmi:ctlﬂ Prinlb
erjee today
calls to stop testing Indis's
indigenous Prltlwl missile

and said Its loyment
would depend nnd'tL situa-
tion at the time, reports
Reuter.

"There is no aﬂ
ahnndnnl thl: thvi J‘—
gramme,”

an !nterﬂew wilh the
ncy Press Trust of

(PT).
He said de t of the
medium-range missile which

India successfully test-fired
on January 27 would
on whether any threat was

perceived "and the litulthn

prevailing at that point of
time."

The test was followed by
an increase in tension on In-
dia's border with Pakistan. Is-
lamabad regards the Prithvi
missile as having been devel-
oped specifically to be fired
at Pakistan.

Mukheriee dismissed
comments from the US State
Department that it had been
a mistake to test-fire the
missile and the move would
fuel instability in the sub-con-
tinent.

"We do not consider it a
mistake.” he told PTL 1. "We: W E
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union at Ullapara yesterday
UNB adds,

morri
ﬂu?\gPahna Correspondent

adds: About 2,000 laminated _

identity cards were burnt to
ashes when the office of the
voters' identity card contrac-
tors near the district Judge's
residence was set on fire at
around noon yesterday.

According to witnesses
and police, a of youths
suddenly enter Sah Alf
Printing Press, the ID ecard
contractors, poured petrol all
over the place and ignited #t
with a burning stick.

Cameras and furniture II'
the office were also
in the arson attack. A case
has been filed with the Pabna
Sadar thana. None was ar-

rested.
Our Natore Co dent
of

reported that a grou
unidentified people set a
the district Election Com-
mission office at 8 am yes-
terday. An official received
minor burn injury in the ar-
s00n.

Some valuable documents
were gutted in the fire while

telephone lines and fax ser-
vices were disrupted. Fire

brigade later brought the fire
under control. The extent of
damage could not be ascer-
tained until the writing of
this report at around mid-

nlggt

ur Sirajgan CurrT
dent adds: jg’[‘hniie 0 tion
parties have called a da‘lm to
dusk hartal at Sirajganj town
on February 11, protesti
the “election ca lgn
Prime Minister {Pll{n egum
Khaleda Zia.

Awami League, Jatiya
Party. Jamaat-e-Islami and
other parties had called the
hartal as the PM, a candidate
from Stra{ganj-! (Sadar Con-
stituency). is scheduled to
start her election cnmpugn
on the day.

A tense situation was pre
vailing in the town. The dis-
trict BNP and its front organ-
isations yesterday announced
the formation of special
squads to ensure a smooth
election campaign of the PM.

Pro Awami League
Bangladesh Chhatra Lanue
(BCL) and pro BNP Jatiy-
atabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
brought out separate proces-
sions in the town yesterday.,

A chase and counter-chase
took place as the two rival
groups clashed on the local

Suhrawardy Sarak. No casual-

ties were reported.

In another incident, elec-
tion posters of a Freedom
Party candidate from Sir
ganj-5 were set ablaze
unidentified youths near
Jamtail railway station under
Kamarkhand thana.

Microphones and rick-
shaws used for election cam-
paign of Barrister Korban Ali,
an Islami Shashontantra An-
dolon candidate, were dam-
aged yesterday b:.r opposition
activists near Kaijhuri under
Shahjadgur thana.

Another candidate, Abdul
Mannan of Khelafat Andolon,
could not address a sched-
uled public meeting at
Chowhali thana yesterday due
to opposition resistance.,

ur Sherpur Correspon-
dent adds: BNP su p-uri.uu
called a dawn-to-du ﬂ
in the town today pro
the beating up of a BNP can-
didate in the town yesterday.

The BNP candidate from
Sherpur Sadar-1, Md Nazrul
Islam. was beaten up by a
group of ﬂpﬁositinn support-
ers when came to the
town for election cam at
about 12:30 pm terday.
Nazrul Islam fell to the

lnund as the youths beat

m

A tense situation is pre-
vailing in the town as the
BNP supporters, many of
them armed, brought out

rolest marches as a sequel

o the incident. A number of
ahnps were damaged by
protesters. Police has been
deployed in the town

BSS reports: An autnhrlck-
shaw was set ablaze by a

m :

. averran

nd intention of destabil-
in mr way the situation
; n the region.”

Mukherjee said Pakistan
was on a "buying spree” ol
military equ t including
mirage jet fighters, sub-
marines and missiles.

“In this context and what
had ed in the last four
decades, India cannot com-
promise (ts security re-
quirements.” he said. India
and Pakistan have fought
three wars since indepen-
dence from Britain in 1947

Asked whether there was
an imminent threat of a new
conflict, Mukherjee said: "Let
us hope it will not be there.”

He said nothing has been
heard from Pakistan since
India welcomed Prime Minis-
ter Benazir Bhutto's state-
ment last month suggesting
the two countries hold a
summit.

"We are ready for the talks
at any level, be it political or
official, at any time", he said.
"l hope there may be a possi-

in the near future.”

declined to say
whether India would sign the
Comprehensive Test Ban
T!‘l:lmy‘ (CTBT) but pointed
out that its position has been
made known in the negotia-
tions in Geneva.

Anti-polls violence

youths wnen 1t was
uaed for election cam-

Palgn for the BNP nominee
rom Netrokona-2 at
Nikhilnath here.
The youths, said to be op-
tion activists, also caused
ury to the five-occupants of
the auto-rickshaw 0 were
using a microphone at the
time.

One of the injured was
admitted to the Sadar hospi-
tal in a critical condition.
None could he arrested in
this connection.

Our Staff Correspondent
from Sylhet reports: At least
10 persons were injured

. when supporters of a BNP
nominee came under attack

in Kulaura thana under
Moulvibazar district Satur-
day. Of the injured, four had
been admitted into the thana
health complex.
The Kulaura thana unit of
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
t out a silent proces-
sion to protest the 'planned
attack’' on the peaceful cam-
gﬂ& of BNP nominee MM
hahin at Bhukshimuil. A
case has been registered.
Meanwhile, the election
campa office of a candi-
date was burnt at the thana
heatdquarters of J athpur
under Sunamganj district

yesterday.
A group of people attacked

‘the campaign office of Saidur

Rahman Rupa. a nominee of
Jatiya Nagorik Sanghati. at
about 8 am today. also
set it on fire. Police and
neighbours brought the’ fire
under control. A case has
been lodged. Saidur Rahman
blamed the opposition ac-
tivists for the incident,

BSS reports from
Narayanganj. Ten persons
were injured, one of them
seriously, in a scuffle durin
an :'ectinn campaign for BN
candidate and industrialist
Mohammad Ali at Adamjee
Jute Mills premises Ilast

According to police. Mo-
hammad Ali's Pajero Jee
came under cocktail attac
by anti-election activists who
hulﬁced Lthe explosives al the
vehicle causing.its damage
the rear side. ™ -

The (ncident took place as
soon as Mohammad Ali came
out of the office of Jatiy-
atabadi Sramik Dal within
mill premises. over one hun-
dred crackers were blasted.

Sidderganj police said.
50 injured in
Sylhet clash

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Feb 4: About fifty
persons were injured in a
clash between two . rival
groupa at Kaliganj bazar of

akid?n{_lthana this afternoon.

e injured, five were -

admitted to the E lhet MAG
Osmani Medical Cullege Hos-
pital.

The clash took place over
taking possession of the land
of some shops which were:
gutted in a fire Thursday
night.

+ Both the groups used
Icthal weapons.

'8000 missing
- Bosnians

are dead'

BRATUNAC, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Feb 4: Several
thousand Bosnian Muslims
missing since rebels Serbs
the UN-designated
enclave of Srebrenica last
July are dead, UN rapporteur
for human rights Elisabeth
Rehn said here today, reports
AFP. |

Rehn said she had been
informed by a Serb official in
the on, Mireslav Deronic,
that the Muslims, numbered
at between 3,000 and 8,000
according to different esti-
mates, had been "killed in
battle” and were “buried
around (the Srebrenica re-
ﬂnm "

m:mm
Printed & Published by A. 8. Mahmud,

behalf of Mediaworld Ltd, 5§32,

Publishing House Ltd, 90 Kakrail,

Managing Director, on
C/A, Dhaka-1000, from City -
1000. Editorial, News &

Commercial Offices: House Neo: 11, Road No: 3, Dhanmandi R/A,
Dhaka-1208. PABX: 500002-4, Commercial: 500091 (Direct), Fax No:
88-02-863035, GPO Box No: 3267, Cable: DAILYSTAR, DHAKA.

burglary
police
the village
villagers,
patrol including
tant Sub-Inspectors, tortured
Habiluddin on the spot dur-
ing which he died.

'whn is contesting

T

People sleep out of doors following a massive e:rthquaka in southwestern China's
Yunan province Saturday. This photo was taken from video footage by Chinese televi-

sion.

"1 killed, 15 hurt

as rivals clash

in Natore

From Our Correspondent

NATORE, Feb 4: At least
one person was killed and
about 15 others were .
10 of them seriously,

a clash between (wo riva
Groups at Halsa village of the
sadar thana under Natore
district on Saturday morming.

A dispute over potato
cultivation was the cause of
the clash.

The deceased was identi-

fied as Rajab Ali, 22. He died
on the spot. Of the injured,
three were admitted to Ra-
jshahi Medical College -

tal and ten to Natore r
hospital. Three persons were
arrested.

One 'tortured’ to
death by police

in Natore

From Our Correspondent

NATORE, Feb 4: One Hn-
biluddin, 21, was alleg

tortured to dcath
lice in village Guezﬁllbaﬁf

Lalpur thana of the district
last night.

iluddin. accused of

. was arrested
trol at 2.30 am
. According to the
the six-member
three Assis-

Ha

The villagers held the six

policemen who denied the
charges
later released after the TNO
‘and the OC of the thana in-

of torture. They were

tervened. ;

However, the Superinten-
dent of Police of Natore dis-
trict Aminul Islain, who vis-
ited the later told this
correspo t that Habilud-
din a panmﬂy died of heart
attack.

15 hurt as BNP
factions clash
- 1n Pabna

PABNA, Feb 4: At least 15

people were injured, three
seriously, in a between
two rival groups in the town

today, reports
\'};tncmﬂ said the sup-
porters of pourashava Chair-
man Sheikh Shaidullah
Bachchu and JCD leader
Anisul Haque Babu locked in
the clash at 12 in the noon
when two processions of the
rival groups confronted at
Kacharipara area.
The poura Chairman is a
[?orter of dissident BNP
Azizur Rahman Arzu
as an inde-

endent from Pabna-5
Sadar) constituency in the
coming election ile the

JCD leader is a supporter of
BNP candidate Rafiqul Islam
Bakul. .

A case was filed with

Sadar police in this
connection.

(dollar 108.000) wort

jured 14,000 an

' Chinese quake toll

— AFP/UNB photo

rises to 240

BEIJING,. Feb "The
deadliest urthqunh: tn hit
China in eight years has
killed above 240 in-
hun-
dreds of thousands ol' home-
less huddled in freezing
weather and jolted by after-
shocks, officials today.

report
The Cross Society of
Chinn lhu:lmfnr Iﬂ':'ml-
it in-
iurumd the International Redd
Cross and sent five medical

teams and 900,000 KI.IIII
food, clothes, medicines and

quilts to victims.

More than 2,000 People's
Liberation Army troops were

helping to dig out survivors

(11 h 14 gmt) Saturda
its eplccntrt between {l
and
| the northwest of the moun-
tainous province, near its
frontier with Tibet. The
ulation is made up

Tibetan and naxi minorities.

most of
the area on Sunday,
ﬂt;wlm:inl official. who gave

in remote mountain villages
The quake hit at 7:14 pm
with

jiang
dian tﬂuntrics in

P
of
Eighteen aftershocks,
magnitude 4, shook
said a

name as Mr. Xia.

The heaviest casualties
were in the county's remote
two dozen villages. county of-

From Page |

Twenty eight employees of
the hnl:ll:r inl:ludingpmm: of-
fice-bearers of the employees
union. were arrested on
Wednesday last following fl-
ing of a case by the hotel's
general manager. :

“This is an isolated inci-
dent. This will not strain the
good bilateral relations be-

tween Ja Hﬂ ?ﬁﬁl
luh,gnhu}atht of the

of civil aviation and
tourism. He was made MD of
the hotel recently.

‘He said both the meetings
decided to find out the cause
of incident and try for an am-
icable settlement. “The
(Japanese}] Ambassador has
assured his full cooperation
Ol on. the allege

on the alleged ir-
regularities done by the hotel
nt, he . "It was
d!:tl:c that many pur-
chma were made irr
larly.” Purchase of 1
glccca of wrist watr:h fnr
aka 9.45 lac and
the 1996 diary fur
may be mentioned,” he said.
ﬂsked if there is any rela-
tionship between the alleged

irregularities and the State
Ministers' taking over as
chairman of the hotel, the
MD said. "the minister alter
his takeover had ordered the
owning company to lmpmve
the financial performance of

ment to recover in the next

}the hotel and make arrange-

five years the accumulated

Strike in Pﬁkistan today to back Kashmiris

jhr#i“ da

ficials said

They said the toll of
deaths and injuries was in-
compilete because communi-
cations were poor and au-

thorities had not yet reached

some of the st vﬂhm.
to assess the extent of the
lead a delegation of Bm
lo the disaster area ye

to lead the rescue work by
medical teams and about
2.000 soldiers and local

militiamen, Xinhua said.
Rescuers searched for
victims th t the night,
said Wang Ze. a provincial
ment spokesman. The
evening television news
showed a rescue worker car-
ry'lng ?ulke victim on his
to

ulher victims Iying on the
ﬂnd on stretchers in the

About 330,000 live
in the stricken area, the
television report said.
hu;rlhm .mh:ull:i“ of old

fidings in t part of
town and there's a lot of

dan

Vice Premier Wu

damage there.” said Don Lyt-

ton. an American who lives in
Kunming and was visiting Li-

modern b o he lred.
n
much less mre .I'E

Sonargaon incident

loss amounting to Taka 57
crore.” After e takeover,
gross operating profit in-
creased by 10 per cent in
comparison {o previous
months.”

The state minister was
made chairman of the HIL by
the prime minister on July

13. 1995.

Asked whether the HIL
could check the account
books of the hotel under the
management agreement, an
aide the MD said. “Yes we
can.”

However., the MD admit-
ted that the ent he
had signed with the employ-
ees union after s in-
cident was a violation of the

reement with the Tokyo

otels International which
runs the hotel under the
business name of Pan Pacific

Hotel.
According to him. the
services of Khan, who

has been working as Execu-
tive House K for about
seven years with "full credit,
was terminated without
showing any reason.” "All
employees of the hotel were
shocked to hear the news of
Ahsan's termination” and that
led to the incident.

"Various actions and d:ci-
sions of the present man-
agement of the hotel favour-
ing a group of employees,
hostile treatment towards
the leaders of the employees
union and allowing extra
privileges to some of the

~ executives made the situation

volatile,” he added.

Benazir urges Al-Faran
to free westerners

ISLAMABAD, Feb 4: Pak-
istani Prime Minister Benm:lr
Bhutto today appealed to
Kashmiri guerillas holding
four westerners to uncondi-
tionally free the "innocent”
tnuriﬂtﬁ kidnapped more
than six months ago, reports
AFP.

Benazir made the appeal
during a nationalfy-tcl:ﬁued
addreas a day before a gov-
ernment-sponsored country-
wide general strike to
demonstrate solidarity with
Muslim separatist groups
fighting against Indian rule in
Kashmir.

Rallies have been planned
by Pakistani ruling and oppo-

. sition parties for tomorrow,

which has been declared a
public holiday throughout the
country by the government,
as on similar occasions in the
past.

The observance this year
closely follows a January 26
rocket attack on a mosque on
the Pakistani side in Kashmir

that left 20 people dead and
rekindled mutual tensions.
Islamabad has blamed the at-
tack on Indian troops, but
New Delhi has denied the ac-

“"“ﬁ'ﬂ“’nnﬁ this holy month of
" month o
nmmgon the kid-
napers to tionally re-
lease the and put an
end to this incident which
has harmed the cause of
Kashmiris," she said.
should release these
innocent tourists if they have
any luvu for the Kashmiri
" she said.
Paul Wells, 23, and
Keith , 33, and Amer-
ican Donald Hutchings, 42,
were kid by the shad-
owy Al-Faran group on July 4
while trekkin ln the Hi-
ralayas in the Indian-admin-
istered southern two-thirds
of Kashmir.

German Drik Hasert was
seized on July 8, the same
day as N an Hans-Chris-
tian Ostro, who was killed by
the kidnappers in August.

Al-Faran has demanded
the release of 15 imprisoned
Muslim militants in exchange
for the four ., but has
not been in contact with the
Indian authorities since
November 26.

She reiterated Pakistani
suspicions about Al-Faran,
saying "we do not know
whether it is an Indian
counter-intelligence unit or a
breakaway group of Kashmiri
fighters.”

- She vowed continued sup-
Purl for the Kashmiri

freedom struggle,” but uid
Pakistan was ready for
tiations with India to
the Kashmir

"Every Pak stani man,

woman and child is with
their Kashmir{ brethren and

shall remain with them till
our last breath,” Benazir said,
warning that the sub-conti-
nent would nol achieve peace
until the Kashmir issue is
solved.

+
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300 mw power plant

MOU signed
with US co

An American electricity
ﬁncrltlun company yester-
an accord with

the luthuﬂth:: in Dhaka for
setting up a 300-megawatt

power plant in Bangladesh.
reports UNB. gi |

The power plant ‘-ﬂl in-
volve an estimated invest-

ment of 310 million US dol-
lars equivalent to Tk 1270
crore.

The memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MOU) was ini-
tialled Mirza Tasadduk

Hossain . Joint Secretary
of the Ministry of Energy and
Mineral Resources, and

Ashraful Alam, President of
Al and Associates Inc. who is
also president of the Amer-
ica-Bangladesh Chamber of
Commerce and Industry. offi-
cials said.

This is the 1ith MOU
signed since power genera-
tion opened up for private
participation.

Dacoits swoop

on trawlers

From Staff Correspondent
BARISAL, Feb 4: A group of

.| 20 to 25 dacoits

swooped on
three fishing trawlers — FH
Ruma. FB Anwar and FB Nur-
— in the Bay of Bengal
some 25 kilometres from
Kuakata of Patuakhali last

night. The dacoits looted
fish, fishing nets, engine
parts and about 7 lakh taka

and beat the fishermen on
board merci :

According to the trawler
owners Association of Pa-
tharghata, the dacoits looted -

all the goods at gun points
No plan to install
fire extinguishers
at Bangabazar
Star Report

The union leaders of the
markets of Bangabazar are
planning to reconstruct the

gutted in the January

29 . without installing fire
extin rishers.

econstruction of thr
markets Is our priority,
fire extinguishers are r:-r.pcn
sive and at this stage when
the reconstruction is not yet
nver we cannot think about

" said joint Secretary of the

nng;blnr Shop Owners As-
sociation Ruhul Amin, talking
to The Daily Star about their
future

ﬁcmrdlng to fire de
officials, there should
been provision for dr‘y
der t:::JI‘n uishers In t_lr'::
market that costs roughly
2200 each.

The markets, totally de-
h.lu?ad ina h:t in November

jally recon-
structed mﬁuut installin
any fire fighting device
was recently.

Earlier, the union leadcra

had promised that fire extin-
uis would be installed
ere.

Bangabazar. a cluster of
four markets, is heing recon-
structed at a cost of about Tk
:.I.xidrrm. association leaders

Traffic jam
at Aricha

continues

MANIKGAN.J. Feb 4: Some
1,000 trucks loaded with
various kinds of goods re-
mained stranded at Aricha,
N and Daulatdia ghats
for.the last 24 hours till Sun-
day afternoon due to inade-
?Jﬁc ferry services. reports

Transport workers said
more than 100 trucks are on
the queue with perishable

&da ltke fruits and vegeta-

"The traffic jam was
caused by the post-hartal
rush of vehicles to be plied
through the Dhaka-Aricha

way.” said Abdur Rashid.

M of Aricha Sector of Bi-
WTC while talking to UNB.

Hti-l also said th;: tI:lnms
portation capacity of the fer-
ries has ba:ga fur{her shrunk
with the sharp fall in water
level in the river Jamuna.

Polls manifesto
From Page 1

on February 11. The BNP
chief is also contesting the
forthcoming polls fromi Ra-
jshahi-2 and Sirajganj-2
constituencies. The PM is yet
to plan any visit to Bogra-7
from where she has alrcady
been elected unop

Meanwhile, tm main-
stream nppunitlnn had an-
nounced dawn-to-dusk
hartal in Slrajganj to resist
the PM's planned tour there
on January 11.

Housing and Public Works
Minister qul Islam., Mia,
who attended yesterday's
meeting with the PM, told
The Daily Star that the
party's manifesto was now
‘almost ready for announce-
ment’. He. however, added
that the announcement
would be made shortly.

Asked on the PM's
paign tour, Rafig, also a
member of the BNP standing
committee. said she would go
to selected areas only The
minister also denied press
reports on the FM's sched-
uled visits to Chittagong and
Rajshahi where the opposi-
tion parties had already
planned to resist the visits
She did not have any such
plan as reported by the
press.” he said.

Meanwhile,

CAalll-

the Prime
Minister is likely to address
an election rally in the oty
before the polls

'|
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Kabariti Jordan's new PM

AMMAN, Feb 4: Foreign
was ted today to

Minister Abdel Ko -1 Kabariti
replace Zeid Ibr
Jordan's Prime Minister and tasked with

sdaker as
a new

government, the royal palace announced, reports

FBCCI president Salman F

| Rahman j’tl'l‘.tl‘dlr siro
of the

advocated devaluation
taka Tollowing the downward

currency by the
neighbours to remain com-
in the world market.
UNB. !
ndu has recently ad-
ru tn Rs 37
Iron hm.nu'
currency una.ll;d
the umr. lm%
can we I
he told a gnthering in the

essing an iftar
in the auditorium of the -
eration of Cham-
hers of Commerce and Indus-
try, Rahman said the macro-
stability started sliding be-
cause of a
impasse and the

Charles to spend
$ 10m for Diana

LONDON, Feb 4: Prince
Charles has to
as much as seven million
unds (10.5 million dollars)
or town and country homes
s part of a divorce settle-
ment with his wife
Emu Diana. The To-
y newspaper reported, says
Reuter.
British throne., ha “'.:.‘:a“"
rone to
personally bear the of a
six million pnund {B million
dollars) house in London and
a one million (1.5 mil-
lion dollars) country retreat
for Diana.
it quoted a "royal source”
as saying Diana, who cur-
rently resides in London's
Kensington Palace, had
driven a hard ba in ne-
iations over a set-
iy %Eh::l and
es Diana -
rated in 1992 and “F'

pers have in r!:eent
weeks that 's mother,
Elizabeth. has ordered

em to divorce.

Diana said in a controver-
sial television interview last
autumn that she would not
seek a divorce but would
leave the matter up to
Charles. Both Charles and Di-
ﬁna hndmu-dmi;tud commit-

ng adultery during m
troubled marriage.

4 get life term
From Page 1

ment for one year more,
The case lnhriefilthat

wajr back to the
tel on the night of May 23.
1993. When he reached near
the hostel gate, the accused
persons attacked him with
sharp weapons. He suc-
cumbed to his injuries at the
Sylhet Medical College Hos-
pital.

The convicted
are. Delwar Hossain Dilu,
Uddin, Shah Mustakim
Sagar. all absconding and Ab-
dul Momin.

DU gunfight

From Page 1
teargas shells only after the
fight was over.

Al one e BCL ac-
tivists left for Hall
area in the face of hea
counter-fire, from towards
the Surja Sen Hall area. Later,
the JCD activists returned to
the venue of BCL's rally and
bumt a banner and damaged
the microphones.

Witnesses said, angry JCD

activists assaulted a number
of photo-journalists when
th:y were taking phn-
tugraphu of the burnt and

amaged articles,

Duri the gu
eral atudcntu rnn
panic and some
cluding a number nl' Ii!:mah:
students, got hurt while
ri.mr.tin.,qE for aaﬁ:t}' A female
stude

who fainted was
rushed to the hospital.
The JCD activi

rsons

L hmltt:-r
hclda }ratleA&

cln

BCL also hlamu:l JCD for
the incident and condemned

the attack on the photo-
nalists in a rally held in

of the Dhaka Unlvtruilr
Snacks (DUS).

Meanwhile, the Dhaka
University Journalists' Asso-
ciation (DUJA} in a statement
condemned the attack on the
photo-journalists during the
incident.

Ganotantrik Chhatra
(GCO). a conglomeration of
some left leaning student or-
ganisations, submitted a
memorandum to the Vice-
Chancellor of DU demanding
immediate release of the stu-
dents arrested during the
rald in the .Jagannath and
Salimullah hails

They also demanded judi-
cial inquiry into the matter
and exemplary punishment
to those responsible for the
incidents.

The All Party Students
Parishad of Jagannath Hall in
a meeting yesterday an-
nounced a protest pro-
gramme against the police
alttack in the hall

The programme includes
gherao of the VC s office to-
day at 11 00 am and wearing
of black badges for three days
fronm tomorrow

f or

FBCCI chief for
devaluation of taka

He said inflation neared
double digit. foreign ex-
e reserve eroded to
below the level of three
mmthn i yment ca-
ﬂaci ‘trade and
deficits widened in re-

cent months.
The recent government
measures taken to tame the

inflation by squeez-
credit may result in a
drup in growth of do-
nduct ( this

r::r said.
The FBCCI chief also no-
ticed increased s in

public sector while the statl:-
owned cltahlllhnu:nts con-
tinued to incur loss to the
tune of Tk 2,500 crore a
year, creating strains on ex-
C

-

l ”wr_r’ Very seri-
:ﬂ the in f;.ltl.ll‘t ]';
lamed prﬂen itic
situation for the dowrﬂldide in
economy. The condition
would not improve until a
new government takes over
through a credible election

contested by all, he said.
Rahman, who recently
floated a itical ure

press
called Samriddha
m Andolan, said the

for long
hnd been pressin a suit-
able environment to tap the
opportunities unfolded by the

free market economy.

Special launch

service for Eid
From Page 1

The Bangladesh Inland
Water Transport Authority
(BIWTA) has special
mgm es myﬂﬂng Eid

., Teports ?

These launches will be

ted before, during and

a the Eid holidays from
Mylaw&uuy
routes.
According to a EIWT#
press release, special launch
services will ply on the fol-
lowing routes:

Dhaka-Bhola, Dhaka-Bari-
sal, Dhlhﬂuuiun Dhaka-
. Dhnh-ﬂh
-ichuli, Dhaka-

.ms‘mnm
Dhaka-Torkey, Dhaka-

. tld:::l. N ll'lYI.ﬂe.ﬂj
shinganj, nm *lﬂ.lll.

Professnonal_s
From Page 1

ready to show about 25 per
cent of votes cast on February

15.

Hasina al that the
t had threatened
tﬁe union parishad and
pourashava chairmen with
dissolution of the local gov-
ernment bodies if they do not
assist the ment. "This
interim government has no
right to dictate an elected
and force them to work

in favour of them,” she said.
The Awami League chief
requested the members of

armed forces to go back to
barracks, saying that the gov-

ernment was using them in

the name of arms-recovery

drive. :
'Con-equm of this will

i for them, the
armgdu

its pﬁpuiarity
the o pouiuun

this
leader :aid

aski the government to
stop game started in the
name of arms drive.”

the Home Minis-
ter of out arms to
the "terrorists” of BNP and
JCD, Hasina said the drive
would be effective only if the
law-enforcing take
that list for netting unautho-
rised arms.

She u t:; nhlcrvlii-r
groups not to servg the
polis, that there is no

need of monitoring this elec-
tion in which no opposition
political is taking part.

College-University Teach-
ers’ Association President
Prof M . Mohila
Samity President Dr Neelima
fbrahim, Justice Debesh
Bhattacharya, Bar Council
Vice-President Advocate
Shamsul Huq Chowdhury.
Group Theatre Federation
Chairman Nasiruddin Yusuf
Bachchu. BMA leader Dr
Shafiqur Rahman. play actor
Khaled Khan, primary teach-
ers’ association leader Sufia
Khatun., engineer Ibrahim
Mia. swimmer Mosharraf
Hossain. musician Samar Das.
former president of
Bangladesh Federal Union of
Journalists Habibur Rahman
Milon. DUTA president Prof
Zahrul Huq. trade union
leaders Shimul Biswas and
Nurul Islam also spoke

Book fair

From Page |
ers gal is also not scen
According to the stall

owners_ this year s lacklustre
atmosphere at the Ekushey
Book Fair is due 10 the
“unhappy’ incidents centrng
the opening and the cvents
later

They also said the 1O am
to 5 pm timing ol the tar 1s
another cause ol less atten
dance “People come (o the
fayg after ‘tftar butl wr are 10

close at 5 pu



