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BRIEFLY  Chandrika pledges to
carry out peace plan

A young bov looks up at a Chechen fighter ihoﬂdering
his Kalashnikov machine- -gun in Nov
Thursday. The commander of Russian troops thph”d

in the troubled southern republic of Chechnya has an-
nounced Saturday a complete change of Russian policy

in Chechnya, according to the Interfax agency.
— AFP/UNB photo
2 Islamic Jihad men killed in Gaza:

1

i
Palestinian police shot and killed two Islamic Jihad
militants in a Gaza City refugee camp on Saturday, AP
reports from Gaza City

Police said th% Ill:d the two men while t to ar-

yadh Abu Hashish, at Hashi in
the Shati refugee camp. They said the two me killed
after one of them started shooting at police. Police said
after the shootout, they found a cache of hand grenades
and weapons.

NASA director resigns: me birector of
the NASA space shuttle programme former astronaut
Bryan O'Connor, has abruptly resigned amid a controversial
re-organisation of the shuttle programme, AFP reports
from Washington.

-~ O'Connor, 49, has headed thcpﬂu since May
1994. In a surprise announcement Friday, he said in a brief
statement that he was leaving the agen(:}r “to pursue other
interests.”

5 killed in Manila blast: rve peopie

mcluding a two-year-old boy were killed gcsterda when a

orth of Manila,
pnhre said, AFP says from Manila.

Four men in their twenties on a drinking spree in
Makatipo town in Caloocan city died when they handled a
grenade given to them by two-year-old Jonathan Morales,
%ali;j Caloocan police chief senior superintendent Francisco .

illaroman.

rest a third man

srenade accidentally :xpludcd in a subur

Violence claims 22 in Alﬁlers'

Twenty civilians were assassinated in Algiers
day. including two women whose thrnata were nut in a
gupular neighbourhood, the dally paper El Watan said

aturday, AFP reports frum Al
The paper, citing "reliable suurt:eu ‘sald 10 other
ucted on the same day, Wedne:dny

civilians were also a
Ancient artifacts seized in Italar- |

Police have confiscated more than 2,000 artifacts
including ancien cdj:wtlr}r Romarn statues lnd columns,
that were displayed in two villas, AP reports from Rome.
Treasury police, who made the seizure, on Saturday
showed reporters photos of the artifacts arr on
sheives in the villas as if they were in two private muse-
" ums, Under Italian law, all ancient finds, ilk: tals,
vases and sarcophaghi, are property of the state a.ncri

Joy Gttd n

and weapons charges on Saturday after officers
stopped her for speeding and a allegedly found uana
an a ‘loaded pistol in her car, Reuter reports from Los
Angeles.

California highway patrol spokesman Gary Goldenber
said officers stopped the actreslf whose realmgnm: is Dﬂug

Owens. at 6:25 am (1125 GMT) drlving 75 miles (120 km)
per hour,

orities.

l US actress held on
| American actress and rapper Queen

be shown te au

on dru

6 die in Indian road m.lsha ow

E
sersons were killed and 22 oithers injured when
carryag labourers overturiied Satu ay while

k

curve iear Ramagad mines. about 70 km from Bellary, i"ﬂ

. reports [rom Bellary,
' 5 killed in Indnnesmn train nusha p:  Five

. pecple were killed and eight others were injured when a
passenger train collided with a locomotive on the southern
part of Sumatra island, the official Antara news agency
reported yesterday, Reuter saj,rs from Jakarta.

It said the Bukit Sulm? 1'? er train | Kertapati
and Lubuk Linggau, 2 m (125 miles) to its southwest,
crashed into the locomotive on Saturday near the town of

fuara Enim.

Japan again urges China
~ "to stop nuclear testing

PHUKET. Thailand. Feb 4:
Japan had again urged China
to stop its huclear weapons
testing programme and’
Japanese concerns about the
weapons would be reflected
in a 250 nation Asia-Europe

Saturday after a meeting

10 East Asian furdﬂ
ters preparing for arch 1-
2 summit in Bangkok with

the 15 leaders of the Euro-
pean Union. '

"lkeda called on China to

summit meeting in March. a stop its nuclear testing."

Japanese official said, reports Shimanouchi said.

Reuter. China has defended its
‘Foreign Minister lkeda testing programme. saying it

conducts far fewer tests
other nuclear powers and it
will agree to a comprehen-
sive test ban whcn other
states are ready

sald the international com-
munity was moving towards
nuclear disarmament and
that Japan was hoping for an
early conclusion. and signing

of a Comprehensive Test Ban Furei Minll re-
Treaty.” Japanese Foreign ilcrat:d hina's on
Ministry spokesman Ken these issues.”

Shimanouchi told reporters
late on Saturday.

Japanese Foreign Minister
Yukihiko l[keda met his Chi-
nese counterpart Qian
Qichen for talks carlir.,-r on

The Asia-Europe summit,
the first between the two re-
gions, will focus on economic
cooperation but political and
security issues also will be
discussed,

COLOMBO, Feb 4: Presi-
dent Chandrika Kumaratunga,
in a national-day ceremony
on , sobered by a dev-
astating t:rrnrllt attack,
pledged to do whatever nec-
essary to carry out her plan

lor with Sri Lanka's re-
bellious Tamil minority, re-
ports AP.

Fearing another attack,
crowds were hept from
the cere "~ at .Eiﬂcpen
dence and the public
was left to watch it on state

Instead of cheerful citi-
zens, the hall where the
president spoke was filled
with hurgt? of soldiers in
civilian es, governmeni
officials and the di tic

orps. Roads were for
miles around. and thousands
of heavily armed police lined
the streets.

"We will continue our ef-
forts to solve the ethnic

question throu peaceful

means. But we not hesi-

ik whtich e Feed . i
to im-

plement our programme for

peace, said Mrs

Last W
bomber shat thf.- capi-

tal's business district with a

ctr:lc:‘l bomb aimed at lht
bodies were reggvuﬁd ;evtn
le were still

go eved buried under th:
Pull:c said two su

nmllnnttlh:’dnﬂtted inter-
Tamil
l:-rm for Tm'm

purdemehthnmrth

people have been
hillad since 1983,

Two weeks ago. Mrs. Ku-
maratunga submitted to Par-
llament her plan for consti-
tutional reform that would
decentralize and make
Sri Lanka a federation of
strong provinces, including
one r:*!h:l dominated by

an must be ap-

by a twu-thlrr.ll major-

ty in parliament and by a na-
tional referendum.

The rebels have rejected
the pr s.

Clad in a bngh«t nk sari,

the president raised the Sri
Lankan flag and listened to a
police chnlr sing the national
anthem. followed by a tradi
tional song of
Earlier AFP adds: Sri
Lanka has escalated a hunt
for potential Tamil Ti
cide bombers after a
Kamikaze-style truck bomb
devastated Colombo’s finan-
cial hub, killing and wound-
ing nearly 15,500 ople.
olice are on the alert for
more such stirikes by the
rebel Liberation Tigers of

Tamil Eelam (LTTE! whose

thtdl‘} commanders salute h!ﬂdl! Prime Hmmter Lhundrlkl Kumaratunga
a 21-gun salute at Independence Square on Sunday in Colombo as Sri Lanka marks 48

years of
days after a

east of the country, Hurly district.

Tajik parliament
to try to avert
bloodshed

DUSHANBE. Feb 4: The
Rﬂrlllmmt in the Central
an state of Ta said
it would meet to try to
avert bloodshed after two
mutinous milit warlords
demanded the
government ministers,
ports Reuter.
Their rebellion
?l into a conflict that
erail efforts to end

lhree ears of be-
lw?jen ghvg ﬂgh rl:l&lﬂul
and ethnic gmu in the
former Soviet g!lc
Armed pro-
supporters at a
Dusfanbe sekdium. ready 5
rebel mﬂm
two towns in what t
Imomali Rakhmonov de-
scribed as an attempted mili-

tary coup.

rt_
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Craﬁkdown on 'sex

tourism' in Brazil

RIO DE JANEIRO, Brazil,
Feb 4: Mth:mnulw
val celebration

the Brazilian .

has declared war w -
tl:!.l-l‘iltl come in
proltitu

» reports
e
Italy and Ar-
r:r. travel

tl‘ll.!i'hﬂ
" in

wants to
of tourism.”

Justice Hinil cabinet chief
Id the daily

Jose ﬂregm
on Saturd.ly

ol tolerate. this activify

The t advised
all states that adver-
tising cannot exploit women

as sex objects.

5,000 Rwandan
refugees

fetum home

KIGALI, Rwanda, Feb 4:
More than 5,000 Rwandan
refugees have returned home

AP

The J
lﬂﬂlthe
=B
LT

""lhe coun
abolish this type ﬂ'}'

ce,
deno
their

under a programme the
United Nations wﬂl he
a model for repatria

tman{thouundanf

left homeless
left home hymepeggf

The UH% Cnmmll— -,

]l'ltnnﬂ'bfur i
amba refugee c
norl:hem l lll:l
after highly lumulhn visits
by Rwandan officials who an-
swered quuuunl and ap-
refugees

md to return

The hopes

F
ll‘L

similar

visits will convince 1.8 mil-

ion other Rwandan

to return home after 18

months in exile. :

Clinton for buying

more B-2 bombers

WASHINGTON., Feb 4:
President Bill Clinton has
ordered his aides to take a
new look at buying additional
B-2 bombers despite the

UNITED NATIONS, Feb 4 :
Iraq and the United Nations

meeting here from Tuesday
are (o try to find a way of

Pentagon's opposition to | implementing Security Coun-
more of the expensive cil resolution 986, which
Stealth planes. the Washing- | would allow Baghdad to re-
ton Post reported in its Sun- | sume limited oil exports for

the first time in almost six
years, reports AFP,

The resolution was
adopted on April 14, 1995 to

day editions, reports Reuter.
The newspaper said the

action was certain to boost

hopes in California and other

Key electoral states where | allow Iraq to raise money

the aircraft is made. | purely for humanitarian sup-
QCuoting wunidentified | plies for its people.

White , House officials, the But lfﬁ h‘“ repeatedly

Post said the prcsidcnl had | rebuffed e offer on the

-pol already decided to seek | grounds !hﬂt it inf its

more than the 20 bombers | sovereignty through the

already ordered.

conditions it sets for the ex-

of the ofl and the distri-
tion of revenue.
The United Nations insists

olution,

The Securi
"convinced of the need as a
temporary measure to
vide for the . humanitarian

needs of the Iraqi le”
until Baghdad meets m
ceasefire resolutions.

It is "convinced also of the
need for equitable distribu-
tion of humanitarian relief to
all segments of the Iraqi
pupulltiun throughout the

11:: relulutinn authorises

Cuunnll in

dismissal of

stiicide squad known as the
Biack Tigers has carried out a
series ol spectacular attacks
durtng thc past nine years.
"We have made progress
in the investigations and two
suicide bumhtrs are already
in custody
II‘IIE”IHEH(‘E authorities
had warned that there could
be up to 30 men and women
of the Black Tiger squad in
Colombo waiting to be acti-
vated by the rebel leadership
ngcratlng from somewhere in
island's embattled north-

IR duuﬂg

dence from British Colonial rule. The celebration takes place only four
suicide bomb attack by Tamil rebels which destroyed Colombo's financial

— AFP/UNB photo

| Opposition shoots down govt

NEW DELHI, Feb 4: A
meeting of Indian parties to
discuss elections in Kashmir
ended in a deadlock with
leftists and others shooting
down government plans for
early polls in the strife-torn

risked | State, officials said on Sunday,
reports

AFP.

The Communist Part
india and its Marxist allies
sided with Kashmir's Re-

onal National Conference

at the two-day meet,
which :nl:ntd f-:uw.-u.-:rm t. to
oppose plans for early elec-

Home Minister S B Chavan
said the fimal decision would
be taken by Prime Minister
PV Narasimha E&u whose

Congress (I) Party has
l:l"% for Kashmir polis
ahead of general elections

this year.

of

"There has been a sea-
chang in the situation in
Kashmir.” Chavan told the all-
party meeting on Saturday

t. asserting that Muslim
litancy in strife-torn
Kashmir was on the wane.

Officials said leftist and

ety e e

a political

for Mmlﬂllmbﬁﬂrt

the unveiling of dates for the

polls in the state in a bid to

cool down the anti-Indian re-
bellion there.

"“The political package
should thcn be rlﬁ gy
parliament to create a sense
of confidence among the

le of the state ' said
usuf ., who led a
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) delegation to the
meeting

"Elf:r:limm should be an-

bid for early polls in Kashmir

nounced only after parlia-
ment has ratified it" Tarigami
added. but did not say if the
government agreed to extend
political concessions to the
people in Kashunir, which is
under federal rule since
1990.

Farooq Abdullah, confer-
ence leader and a former
state chief minister, said the
package should specify the
quantum of autonomy the
government was ready to [gwc
to the Kashmiris befor
ordering the legislative polls.

Representatives of Hindus
driven out from Kashmir by
the Muslim insurgency also
opposed the government's
plans for i iate elections
saying the present situation
in Kashmir had little room
for fair and free balloting.

————

Arafat urges donors for more aid
There can be no peace while

Palestinians starving'

'DAVOS, Switzerland. Fl':h
4: There can be no
the Middle East vhll Iea-
tjtuanu are starving,

leader Yasser Arafat mmcd '

Israel . reports AP.
"You can't have one
ner receiving- the prize of

peace and another partner

the price of peace,” he
d a meeting of business
and political leaders at the

W Economic Forum. _

Fresh from elections that
confirmed him as the new
president of the Palestinian
Authority, Arafat said that the

of do

closure of the lIsraeli-Pales-
tinian border had cost the au-
thority hundreds of millions

“This is a real disaster for
us. All the donations of the
donors have not covered until
now the losses from the clo-
sures,” he said.

- Closures bar thousands of
Palestinians, who make their

hﬂnga:lahoum

Pnlntinilnl have no real

economy of their own and
 depend . greatly’ on' mental

s inside Is-.
from .entering.. The -

jobs inside Israel.
ln the last 15 months,
Arafat 'said, the closure nf

Gaza and the West Bank con-
tinued for 247 days with
losses every day of more than
dirs 6 million.

Israel restrictions on im-
ports and exports with other
countries was also hurting
the economy, he said.

Sound economic base was
necessary to turn the area
into a region of peace and

prosperity. he urged.
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WASHINGTON: In a
insomniacs, scientists have.
daep in the brain that

lhﬂmyhddnlthnpchr
nd a master “off” switch
hﬂpltllcmrtrnllletp
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volved in sleep and
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filming.
Brazil's |

Jackson was lchedulad to

arrive
ﬂlmmﬁ Lee who will direct
: y & About Us.”

ust to place Rio as a
Marcello Alencar. "W WH

Eover Kio's image could be devastating
, and this
Butm:lhzorCmerlnidI:l Saturday
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ANKARA, Feb 4: Prime party, Yilmaz has a
Minister Tansu Ciller on Sat- softened line t s the
uli;cla:.}rl fud faﬂedamm ged ;_lfvemtnt. which became
she ha convince rkey's hlgﬁ:t part}' in -
her centre-right rival to form liament in elections m;p:lr.
a government with her to ber 24.

shut an anti-Western Islamic
izérty out of power, reports
She informed President
Suleyman Demirel, who had
already said on Friday that he
would now ask her archrival,
former Premier Mesut Yil-
maz, to his hand. Yilmaz
was summoned to the presi-
dential palace for an early
evening meeting Saturday.

However, Welfare. led by
Necmettin Erbakan, who was
once jailed for his pro-lIs-
lamic activities, fell far short

of capturing enough seats to
p:::l }ogcthu' a government by
i

Welfare won 158 seats;
Ciller's True Path, 135, and
Motherland, led Yilmaz,
took 133 out of a total of 550
seats.

Despite earlier pledges Yilmaz said he had turned
not to form a partnership down Ciller's offer to form a
with the Islamic Welfare government together.

Some of the world's top uupermudeli — including Helena Christiansen (2nd L) and
Naomi Campbell (1st R) line up in Dublin after a fuhmn show late on Saturday at the
Point Theatre which was hoping to raise 300,000 for children's chantleu — including one

which aids victims of Russia's Chemobyl nuclear mcident

- AFP/UNB photo

Guinean president invites
mutinous troops for talks

CONAKRY, Feb 4: The
president of the West African

Hed!cal sources said up to
state of Guinea invited muti-

ple might have been

40 peo
killed and dozens wounded

nous soldiers for ce talks

today after bloody clashes in battles pitti mutinous
triggered by a pay dilput: soldiers st Conte loyal-
turned into what he de- ists or during widespread
nounced as a coup attempt, looting. The sources said
reports Reuter. many of the dead were civil-

State radio said President
Lansana Conte and the mainly
Muslim country's armed
forces, of which he is com-

lans. -

"People of Guinea, the
Guinean armed forces have
just h:ld negotiations in the

mander in chief, agreed on ha Yaya camp with
Saturday that all soldiers tntral esident Lansana
should rejoin their units un- onte," a radio announcer

der a peace deal. . said.
Witnesses report Spo-
i “The negotiations have led
radic firing after the broad TP t. All soldiers

cast but said fighting had
subsided. Dissident soldiers
earlier shelled Conte's head-
quarters in the Palais Des
Nations and set it ablaze
during more than 12 hours of

must immediately returm to
their respective units.”

Witnesses described the
situation as tense and con-
fused.

Irnq to export one billion
dollars of quarter un-
der strict l:undiunnl

Each ]Jrupnsed purchase
of Iraqi oll must be approved
by the unsanctions commit-
tee, and the money is to be
paid into an escrow account

ned by the UN Secretary

Turkey will receive pay-
ment in the form of Iraqi oil
and related products for al-
lowing the crude to be ex-

via a pipeline between
kuk in Iraq and Yumurta-
lik in Turkey.

The resolution will be
im ted for a period of
180 days, after which it may

! lhurn

renewed, and will be
reviewed by the
i@:urity Council every 90

The UN sanctions com-
mittee will supervise the

.sale of oil, most of which will

be exported via the Kirkuk-
Yumartalik pipeline and the
rest via Iraq's Mina Al-Bakr
oil terminal on the Gulf. In-
dependent inspectors will
check that the purchase
price of the Iraqi oil is fair.
The revenue generated b
oll sales, paid into the U
escrow account, " shall be
used to meet the humanitar-
i;:nilmdl of the Iragl popula-

UN, Iraq meet tomorrow to find way for oil exports

The resulutiun asks UN
Secretary General Boutros
Bouiros Ghali to use the
money to finance the export
to Ireq of medicine, health
supplies. food and other
esserdial civilian  supplies.
Each export of goods Ems to
be at the request of the Iraqi
government.

fraqg must “elfectively
guarantee their | the goods)
equilable distribution on the
basis of a plan submitted 1o
and approved by the Secre-
tary General' in advance

Between 130 million and
150 million dollars will be

d each quarter to the UN

umanitanan programme in

4 more kﬁled in

Karachi violence

KARACHI. Pakistan. Feb 4:
At least four people were
killed in ethnic and political
violence in Pakistan's south-

Kurdish controlled northern
Iragq " in order to ensure an
equitable distribution of hu-
manilarian relief to all seg-

menis of the Iraqi popula- | ern port city of Karachi, po

tion ~ lice said today. reports
A percentage of the oil Reuter.

revenue will also go to a UN anid et

compensation fund for vic_ cluding a 10-vear-old boy.

tims of Irag's August 1990
invasion of Kuwait. and to fi-
nance the activities of UN
experts monitoring Iraqi dis-
armament

The Security Council
stresses that ~ nothing in this
resolution should be con-
strued “as Infringing the
sovereignty or territorial in-
tegrity of Iraq’

were killed in separate inci-
dents on Saturday in differ-
ent districts.

Karachi is the scene of a
long-running conflict piting
Prime Minister B.:.n’n:ir
Bhutto s government se-
curity forces against the op-
position ethnic Mohajir
Qaumu Movement.




