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10 are the police?
For the government,
thev are the lawiful

force dedicated to the cause
of maintainung rights of the

citizen. But for the recently
assaulted students of the
Ju annath hall, they are
g but the armed agent

of a communal government.
We shouldnt be oblivious
of the fact that police are the

servants of the law and not of

any elected body. But unfor-
tunately police in Bangladesh
are always subjected to polit-

ical pressures. This is one of
the major causes of the viola-

tions of the constitutional
rights of the citizen by the
law enforcement forces. Ja-
annath hall incident is the
emonstration of the naked
violation uf citizen's rights in
the recen ars. When po-
Iicc act u

the pressure of

the ruling party. we cant ex-
pect impartial administration
of law b}r them.

One thing must be made
clear to every body, that po-
lice has no power to ph{:l—
cally assault any person
has not given power to the
pﬂltc: to manhandle the
B:O It is right from the

mning of tht British ad-
ministration that distrust had
been placed on the efficiency
of the local constabulary
not only distrust that police
is not given the to use

force u a person, rather it
is civil ts and human dig-
‘nity which demand that no

son shall be manhandled
the police. Moreover, it is
e constitutional t of ev-

e son that no punish-
mlzn?rlhlll be lnﬂirﬂed on
him unless he has been con-

victed by a competent Court.

It is
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Contrary to that, what where are the rights of thc fence merely because he is a

ha Fpen:d in the Jagannath
|l on 31st January is a clear
ahuse of the police power.
Almost 200 students of the
East Building of the Jagan-
nath hall were severely
beaten up. 96 of them were
arrested. The sole ground of
police attack was that it was
provoked by some students
who ted stones from the
top of the building. But it is
ually true that at the time
the pnhr..t attack, some of
th: students were sleeping.
some of them were prep
for the exam and some o
them were taking their
launch. Even some guests
who came to visit their

‘friends and relations were
y scriously beaten u

. Some of
them were arres too Can-

-

citizen,

Unfortunately people of
Bangladesh do not and can-
not take police as their
friends for obvious reasons.
The ts of the people of
this unfortunate land are re-

pcat:dl{v
armed forces. It appears now
that civil rights and liberties
are mere words of the consti-
tution. Government and its
armed force have become the
authority to decide to whom
they will ant civil rights
libe . Apart f{rom
their mercy nobody has any
guarantee of his constitu-
tional rights.

What can be done inst
the unlawful action of the po-
lice? In-law many- thing is
possible. Law does not ex-

trammpled by  the

empt any person from any of-

member o
agency.

law enforcing

tal action is the
first thing which could be
carried on against the delin-
quent police.
action is unlikely inasmuch as
the government doesn't even
think that any sort of wrong
had been done by its law en-

forcing agents.

Secondly, criminal cases
can also be filed under the
penal laws of the land. It ap:
pears from the statement of
the victims that the police
has committed a series of
criminal offences llke unlaw-
ful arrest, criminal trespass.
hurt. grievous hurt, theft, ex-
tortion. mischief etc.

Although there is a
sion in the Criminal

TOVi-
roce-

dure Code for obtaining

' .sanction fer pmce:dmg fur

such action, it is
senior lawyers th
cases should be instltutt:d

agalnat Hoes unlawful ac-
But such an -. 4 .

'rs-. 3
N
. ¥ ?r

’And 1hirdly, I:Iﬂl suit fﬂr
damage can be maintained
for the unlawful actions. It
may seem that it is highly
ambitious to go for cruinal
cases or civil suits for dam-
afes ‘But these are the norms
of a civilized legal system,
spirit of the law. We are not
acquainted with these kind of
action simply because we do
not exercise them. There are
practical limitations too. But
we must endevour to over-
¢ome these limitations.

- Lawyers and human righis
organisations should comme

Fu rpose

ere statements ol condo-

ce do not salve the prob
Wﬁat we need at this
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Inomcnt 1= pure actuon in law,
Isaac Robinson — General
SsCrt ety Law Review, mem-

ber Atn D buit.&h Kendre.
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police arrest and torture. = :
Now the question is how

police will justify their ac-

el

Instances of some mode of torture
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Sectlon 54 Strikes Again
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by Ahmad Fayaz Uddin Setu Mak 3
6 students were arres- then police can arrest with- i

" E hm fafled to ransacked their rooms. The empowered to break down I ted from the Jagan- out warrant. Such a i bymequar 1;:;1;1 i Lf:l l?t:tﬂ::;m;:ﬂ 1n':::htht iecent years.

run the adminis- hour was like a nightmare to the rooms of innocent stu- nath Hall during the also doesn't allow police 10 rested whoever was found in- unreasonable arrest of the Lawyers and human rights

tration of the hall, the students. dents, students who were rafWi. Once again police used arrest indiscriminately. Be- gide. There was no question police. Experience shows ©fganization are demanding
police” inQliscriminately, tor- All these ha in the preparing for the exam. They |3Section 54 of the Code of cause police suspicion must of suspicioh. Let alone rea- that no departmental action dmendments in the police
tured our students and pic- l.huﬂ:rﬂty which was known were not authorised to dam- |Criminal Procedure (CrPC) to  be reasonable and based on  sonable suspicion. or other action was taken POWer under section 54. The
ked them up despite our as the Oxford uf the East, our age the of the stu- |arrest the students without credible information. Not only in the J ath against the police force who '0cident of Jagannath Hall -
rl:pelted a als,” said the prltle grldc the luI:H:untl dents, to injure innocent warrant. : This is not a case under Hall case, Section has arrested people without war- and the mass arrest once
Provost of s?muth Hall of nent. of Dhaka is students. to shoot them, to Under section 54 ice  which arrested 96 stu- been used for. long time to ' rant under section 54, with a 2&ain justify the demand.
the Dhaka University, after the h 'Ehﬂ* academic centre stcal their -Bul the jcan anest a thout  dent. word ‘reasonable harass innocent people. The very apparent unreasonable
the raid on 31st January. where the best of all the stu- reality speaks in alternative |any warrant or without any suspicion” requires that the potion of 'reasonabi ity Phié ted 1o £y N ‘
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338 Advocate LLB | Breaking the lock | Cash 5.100 | dents but as "Hindu students." harmony. Although there had an uncertainty. Uncertainty of
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From the table Wrist watch [Casio)

mostly incidemtal But when
the police force of the gov-
mlem atnkﬂ thc uludtﬂtb

ing 'how dare you '
Hindus ea:. W the ramazan?
*hﬂt lhr Itudems were at

Shahed Altaf Bijon — Ex-
enmm Member LﬂL H&."Ull.d
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Breaking the lock | Wrist watch ([citizen

334 Hons student From the Room Deck-set (Audio
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336 Journalism (3rd | Breaking the Door | Electric Iron
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Masters History | Breaking the lock | Wrist watch
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Bmmlhhl-ﬁu—
he finds himself
tr:mhll with fear

A=

on the ch the ‘tear-shell' and 'rubber bullet
25th, . 1971. On tlut t was fired at them. Bcfnrr.
Pakistani attacked muld ﬂgun: out III
Jagannath students with

; __ -.:;-:: the truest intention to kill
nohad | them.

it is perhaps more them up. Snme were utran
_____ shocking to think ef such &w by i heavy
------ oM | action’ after 25 years of shot he leg. About
ek o104 4 | independence in the same 96 of them were arrested by
2. 501 Jagannath hall the armed the police under sec 54 of

4 |lorce of emocralic code of m‘immnl procedure,
L i | Bangladesh. But reali

[ rm;_#” *ar-cq. :.Ex# af " :

bites.  at the same day. fefiin Wturha i of

L | | No matter how we it has Consider the scale of Ay f*l

‘1 /taken place with the same violence and physical assauit -
charismatic’ way on 31st , by the armed forces the L

question arises ‘'why Jagan-
nath Hall'? (There w-,:r: such
action on SM and Jahirul Haq
Hall but the scale of violence

January 1996, and prov | | ——
‘.lhg general students ufi?lff Mul.wm b-tlurt. mcy are p.rihd up O ',}mlu. Vs
. gannath Hall with unknown

ear. 'Unknown’ - because

.........

thtv simply did not kinow
' what they have done or what

o, § |thev had to do with the beat-
. ok | ing. looting,

| bﬁmhln? auto-
matics. by the armed lorces.
On thl 31st of January.
1996, the students ol Jagan-
nath hall were at their usual
mood. Some reading. some
 slecping. some having a chat

was not that much nigh Onuy
two rooins were raided!
There might be some polil
cal expianation or some ex-
cuse refating to ‘arms recov-
ering' but accidentally or not
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You have légal prooicma Wrnte to us. We have a panel of

Ttk a single arm was | Jawyers who would give you OPLHOH n legal a nd hunjtan
aanath hall. Whatever might | rights issues. Tell us abeut the legal prr:‘"ﬁlems th L face
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