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US President Bill Clinton greets

et
......

AN,

supporters on South

Main Street in Concord, New Hampshire on Friday.
Clinton visited with elementry school children earlier

Fnday.

— AFP/UNB photo

US denies link with KSA's
military aid to Bosnia

WASHINGTON., Feb 3: The

State Depariment said Friday "~

th=t it kad neot backed Saudi
Arabia's military assisiance to

Hosr.2, in defiance of an arms

embards, but declined to say
if Washungion anew of ihe
aid, reports AFT.

The Washington Post had
reported that Saudi Arabia
channelled 300 million dol-
lars worth of arms to the
Bosnian Muslims over three
years in a secret p mme
that enjoyed tacit US cooper-
ation.

Any arms deliveries to any
of the factions in the former
Yugoslavia would be in direct
violation of a UN embargo.

State Department
spokesman G avies de-
nied "the allegations that the
US nment was in any
way involved with the re-
ported Saudi programme to
arm the Bosnian govern-
ment.” ;

"We did not cooperate,
coordinate or consult with
any government regarding
the provision of arms to the
Bosnians,” he said, adding
that Washington had long

(BIRIELY |

considered them “viciims ot
agdression.”

_.But he declined to say il
Washingtor: knew that Saudi

Arabia liad armed the 2osnian |

Muslims.

The UN arms embargo
was declared on all sides of
the fighting in the former
Yugoslavia, but was widely
considered to have hampered
the Muslim-led government
of landlocked Bosnian-herze-
govina the most. .

US have participated
in a NA blockade of the
Adriatic, and if the US gov-
ernment had known of the
violation it would have been
required to report it.

"It was always our policy
abide by the arms embargo,”
he said.

A Saudi official quoted by
the Was on said that
this Bosnian arms pro-
gramme was similar to a pro-

amme set up to back

uslimm rebels battling Soviet
troops in Afghanistan during
the 1980s. This operation
was not officially supported
by the United States.

US to send aid for DPRK:

South Korean reservations, the United states announc

on Frida

from W,

The State
International
United Nations World Foed
for North Korea. where

Farrakhan meets Ni

US black Muslim leader Louils Farr

it was contribut
alleviate famine in communist

flood

him his six day visit to Ni

truth” about the country.

reports from Abuj

2 million dollar to help
Korea, Reuter reports

rtment said the US Mcn' fl’ur'
t would grant the

Pl'hﬁ:ﬂﬂl*lﬂu food
s last year devastated farm-

the

rian FM:

met Nigerian

Foreign Affairs Minister Chief Tom Ikimion Friday and told

ria was meant to "see the
a.

"We have come to see the truth so that we can do jus-

tice to the

people of Nigeria

and the world,” the contro-

versial leader of the Nation of Islam Movement told the

minister.

Schoo

[ 4 ; ¥
kills teacher, 2 in USA:
A 14-year-old Doy with a high- ed rifle killed a
teacher and two students and ously infured another
student in thelr classroom Friday police said, AP reports
from Mores Lake, Washington.

che studen. was arresjed shorily after he entered
Frontier Junior High School, wen! wo a classroom and be-

gan Aring. police sgid.

Dancer Gene Kelly dies: cene xeny.

who splashed through puddies witll athletic exuberance

"Singin in the Rain" and kicked up his heels in "On the
Town" and "Anchors Aweigh." died Friday. He was 83, AP
reports from Los

A former ditch digger whose c grew so in-
fluential even Madonna and Michael Jac consulted
him, Kelly died at home of from strokes suf-

fered over the last two years, cist Warren Cowan said.

IoecaumﬂoodinYellowﬁEven

Thousands of have been evacuated
ltr:tch:;yufthc\' River because of fears of
caused by ice. an official report said Saturday, AP reports
from Beijing.

Local army units have been sent to smash the ice which
threatens to cause along unfrozen sections of the
river upstream from Shaanxi province, the
7 miners killed in South Africa:
Seven miners were killed in a rockfall Friday at a gold
mine near Honannesburg, the mine's owners said, AFP

reports from Johannesburg, South Africa.
Marc Gonsalves, a s

brought to the surface and two other bodies discovered
underground were retrieved from the Randfontein
estates mine, located kilometres (50 miles) west of

Johannesburg.

=

Russia sells

Pakistan worned

wesoo | at plan to deploy

Prithvi into army

ISLAMABAD . Feb 3 : Pak-
istan has voiced concern over
reports that India plans to
deploy surface-to-surface mi-
ssiles in its . saying such
a move would threaten peace
and escalate the arms race in

the region, reports AFP.

A eign office spokes-
man said hcrélatcl"rltj:;that'

Pakistan "has drawn the
world community’'s attention
to these reports.”

The deployment of the
Prithvi missile system "will
be a threat to peace and se-
curity in the region and
escalale an armament race.”
the spokesman said.

The Times of India on
Friday quoted top Indian de-
[ence officials as saying that
the Prithvi missile, which
can carry a one-tonne con-
ventional or nuclear warhead.
would be inducted into the
lndian army.

Between 15 and 30 mis-
siles have already been pre-

ared for induction while a
resh programme to test a
longer-range variant for the
air force has been put into
motion. the newspaper said.

Leader of disputed
Nogorno-Karabakh
region declares

independence
'NITED YATOMNS, Faly 2

bsimih b b

{ The leaderc. o o.spuied e

ritory between Armenia and
rbaijan sald Friday that nis
region is an independent na-
tion with the right to choose
its own destiny and elect its
own leaders, reports AP.
"Our independence is a
reality. It exists. Our people
determine who they shall
deal with and who they shall
who cinailers Hmcl preat
0 con S resi-
dent of Hagumﬂ-l{a.rnbaﬂhi
Nagorno-Karabakh is in-
side Azerbaijan but populated
mainly by ethnic Armenians.
ik supports its war for
n

nce.
Karabakh's forces
have driven %

ernment troops out of the
enclave and also seized terri-
tory in Azerbaijan proper.
More than 15, people
have died in the course of the
fighting and about 1 million
have become refugees.

Chun confesses to
payouts of $ 126m
since 1990

SEOUL, Feb 3: Prosecutors
on Saturday said former
President Chun Doo-hwan
has confessed to payouts of
dirs 126 million since 1990
in an attempt to engineer a
r:::ulcal comeback, reports

The money was dis-
tributed among hundreds of
politicians and journalists,
Chun told prosecutors.

Prosecutors said they
were still trying to confirm
Chun's coniession indepen-
dently and added that they
had no immediate plan to call
in alleged recipients of the
money lor questi

He had distributed the
cash in an attempt to boosl
chances of his supporters
running in parliamentary

elections this April, prosecu-
tors said.

PzKkistan hands
over Riyadh blast
suspect 1o KSA

RIYADH, Feb 3. Authorities
Saturday confirmed t‘lﬂ had
taken custody of a Saudl Ara-
bian man deported from
Pakistan in connection with a
deadly car-bom in Riyadh
last year that killed five
Mnerlcl:; and two Indians,
reports AP.

Hassan Alsarar. a Saudi cft-
izen living in Pakistan since
1990, faces an almost certain
sentence of beheading by
sword if convicted of in-
volvement in the bombing.

It is unclwt:dhnutf rl;l: Al-
sarai is suspec ying
in the bombing. He was ar-
rested earlier in the week by
Pakistani federal agents act-
ing on leads provided by
IBII.H:H la.:unty. a Pakistani

nterior Ministry spokesman
said Thursday in Islamabad.

The state-run Saudi Press
Agency quoted an unnamed
Interior Ministry source. its
term for a spokesman, as

 saying the suspect has been

handed over to Saudi au-
thorities.

996
International

Preparation for Euro-Asian summit

PHUKET, Thailand, Feb 3:
:;r:ign Ministers 11';:’::1 10

an countries wrap up a
meeting here today to pre-:
pare for an unprecedented
summit next month which
will bring 25 Asian and Euro-
pean leaders to Bangkok, re-
ports AFP,

The ministers said the
meeting had been useful in
setting Asia's agenda for the
March 1-2 summit, and that

icipants had decided on a

road ra.l:lg: of economic, po-

litical and security issues for
discussion.

However, they were quick
to downplay the significance
of the meeting. saying only

eneral areas had been
dentified for discussion and
the real decisions would be
made by the leaders them-
selves.

Major issues dividing the

Euro and Asian countries
have been the backdrop to
the meeting here, and the
ministers cautioned against
expecting results too soon
and having both sides agree

on everything.

"We are building a new
gm-ln:ruhlp between Asia and
urope and we don't expect
it to be done overnight,” said
Singapore's minister, S Jaya-
kumar. "It has to be worked
on."

European countries have
expressed the desire to raise
issues such as human rights
at the Bangkok summit,
while the Asian side would
like to focus primarily on
strengthening economic ties.

But the Aslans have shown
a grudging willingness to ac-
cepl as inevitable talks on

sensftive issues such as hu-

inition of l;:gmmate areas for

‘discussion remains to be

seern. :
"For this dialogue to be
successful ... both sides sho-
uld realise they should not
bring in controversial and
non-relevant issues,” Indone-
sian Foreign Minister All

Asked if Indonesia would
be prepared to discuss the
Indonesian occupied terri-
tory of east Timor, Alatas said
he considered the issue to be

"ni;ilj::n—relemnl." lo the sum-
Portugal has indicated it

would like to bring up the is-
sue of its former territofy,
where international groups
say widespread violations of
human rights have taken
place since an Indonesian in-
vasion in 1975.

Ehe Biilg Star 5
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Canadian Senate passes

OTTAWA, Feb 3 : The
Canadian Senate on Friday
i)aned a controversial consti-
utional reform bill, giving
Quebec and some other
provinces a veto over future
constitutional changes, re-
ports AFP.

The bill has already been
cleared by the House of
Commons and will become
law automatically with the
signature of Governor-
General Romeo Leblanc in
ti.e next few days.This is just
a formality.

The bill is designed to
placate Quebec separatists
who have lo demanded,
among other things, the right
for the predominantly
french-speaking province to
velo proposed change to the
constitution. -

But it has been scorned by
the Quebec Premier Luciaen
Bouchard as meaningless.
~The bill gives each of five
‘regions” a veto over future
censtilutional change. The

Asian nations to focus on | constitutional reform bill

economic, security issues

regions are defined as
Quebec, Ontario. . British
Columbia. the threé Prairie
provinces and the four
Allantic provinceés.

Efforts by the Progressive
Conservative Party. which
i];ld?iglﬂ of the ::014 seats in

e ate, .to delay imple-
mentation were de[zatedp oR
Friday and the bill was even-

:liuaa]ljr adopted by 48 votes to

Prime Minister Jean
Chretien, who has been
chairing a two-day strategy
meeting of his cabinet, an-
nounced after the Senate
vole that he had asked the
‘overnor-general to prorogue
arliament.

#hat means all uncom-
pleted business is dropped
and a new parliamenlag
session will begin in the fin
week of February with a
speech from the throne in
which the governor-general
reads out the government's
new legislative plans.

Sarajevo to see Italian troops serving in the
Bosnia.

Italian President Luigi Oscar Scalfaro (L) shakes hands with Bosnian President Alija
[zetbegovic at the presidency in Sarajevo on Friday. Scalfaro is on a

hurls stones at the local government building over the

"Su the people they
play with are dead. -
c . this is
h;t:f.o: tel 'mm'. '

u is
wondering -g- what could
be the next target,”

result attitudes are harden-
ing. It's back to oneé as
far as the poli i~
concerned. Even this

cull to sell the peace pack-
age.”

The government of Presi-
dent Chandrika Bandaranaike
Kumaratu cdme to power
in late 1994 to end
the war. it has pinned its

visit to

NATO peace implementation force (IFOR) in

— AFP/UNB photo

tion proposals for minority
Tamils. them wide-

goes to the
full Parliament, where it
needs two-thirds support,
and then to a referendum. To
ﬁass Parliament, it will need

ac from some defectors
from the main opposition
United National Party (UNF)
whose L7-year-reign was
t:i'::ded by Kumaratunga's Peo-
ple’s :

ﬁ?u
enclave, which

F

_____

Friday. The Srebrenica women demonstrated for the third day against the

silence of the whereabouts of their missing
' offices without any

outside the

o e e sarly Sactrday
. ourder with
P onisiete
§ | salucs : [Stne
t | shellal in an atlemptel -

tary

After attempted military coup

.Guinea president holed up

in bunker with ministers
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informed

dal ws

=ta y Eﬁup-
source told AFP.

‘As firemen strove to ex-
tinguish the fire in the cupola
of the presidency, a crowd of
young le led by the gov-
ernor of Conakry Ousmane
Camara s a demonstra-
tion in su of Conte, the

country’s first elected head of
 state

There had been no at-
rteg&t by the estimated
2. rebel troops to storm
W palace and a

' sources said loyalist
reinforcements were on their
way to Conakry to bolster the

The national radio went
off the air at 2230 GMT by
which time most of the city's

inhabitants had returned to

their homes in the suburbs.

% r Madonna
those without sin
to call her unsuitabic
to play Evita in the movie
version of the Broadway
musical, reparts AP.

*Jesus even sees in a
E(l'osUtute:. and I'm not saying

adonna is one, the makings
of a saint,” Lujan Bishop
Emilic Ognenovich told the
Diaricsy Noticias news ageinin
Fndw

ﬁsdnnna?" he fd"d' "Christ
not judge ithe prostitute
He aaldj :d{ct him who is
without sin cast the first
stone.”
Man

Sy npdaickt the wireets of
vha i dunmatniwisre vimually
SEsectoul U LTATR G ELIDE
o de citosiracapers o
SR GnnVI shame

Zarlier L ArZ reperier
scw several artillery rounds
iirell at the nresidential
palace. Conte was Inside
when the attack occurred but
his condition was not imme-

diately known.

The city was rattled by
gunfire much of Friday, and
sources close to the city hos-
pital said at least 20 people
died and more than 70 were
wounded.

Conte said in a radio ad-
dress that eight civilians
were «iiled by a tank shell
fired in the centre of the city
as part of what he called an
attempted military muﬁ.

He urged the mutinous
troops on the streets to
"return to their barracks,”
but most failed to move and
shortly afterwards gunners
opened up on the presiden-
tial palace setting it ablaze.

i‘.l}r shoujdn't 1 bless 3

Argentines have coiapiamed that Madonna,

famed for her raunchyv stage, antics. is unfi* 1o play the
part of former lirst ladv Eva Peror, whom mary Argentines

Jeneg’dar 4 galat

bl Fo o kg WO Sabur Uy iR W I T N L O Yt SR, o8 0, LTI
ey RS o Nw S0TLEE Bl GEtratEadn STt iAT
e [l b i o o ey Sl EPRe e oy SR n SR i Tl o) sy

A 5 et B I )

Presilans OS0A Jitoenn, Sé D BF JlaE alendaday
Sesorist Boeve has Lhee Y Madenr s Miorsliv atasuitshle” 1o
v.ay the part the PEuenos Alres Arclbishcp Antonle
bua:r:tc!nn has catled her "hlasphemous ... an utter dis-
grace.”

enovich to differ,

"Although it's true this woman has shown sacrilege in
some of her performances, | believe that rather than judge
the person p aﬁr]eng the part, we should concentrate on how
she does it," said.

“It's i t to ask : How does Christ see Madonna?
He doesn't look at what she has done, rather at what she
can become and then do.” he said.

Misuse of internet!

NEW YORK: Three 13-year-old boys have been accused
of E{llﬂmn‘ to blow up their school after learning how to
bu ghuhnmhmrlhe internet. police said on y. re-
ports ter. '

The were arrested on Wednesday after other stu-
dents at Grove Junior High School in Minoa, New
York, heard rumours of their plans and lice were
alerted, said Capt. William Bleyle of the near Manlius

t.

police departmen
to break into the school on Saturday

The boys
and plant a -made fertiliser bomb in the office. he
der, admit-

said.
One of the boys, believed to be the ri
how to
found on the inter-

ted to police that the three eighth ers

build bomb from instructions

net, the global network accessible from home computers.
: .
deadline

Lawsuit filed to

| Serbs to maintain hold on?arts of Sarajevo déﬁiné

license to China admit blacks in

to build fighter

MOSCOW, Feb 3. Russia
has sold China a license to
build SU-27 fighter jets in a
deal worth more than two
billion dollars, the
cornmander of the Russian
air force told the Interfax

news agency on Friday.
reports AFP.
(General Piotr Deinekin

said the deal was signed at
the end of last vear and that
Russia is negotiating similar
conitracts with other coun-
tfies.

Moscow committed to
provicing China with assem-
biy lines to build the planes
and to train people to run
them.

SARAJEVO, Feb 3:

Bosnia's Serbs will maintain
their
Sarajevo despite a Dayton

hold on parts of

accord mummdaythf;tr

$ mi t Sat
the Hﬁﬂmt federation
to take authority for these ar-

eas, high representative Carl
Bildt said here Friday.

Bildt, the civilian authority
of the Dayton agreement,
said he would “use the next
six weeks to prepare the
transfer of authority.”

'l believe all parties agree
that we need this time 1n
order to overcome the fears
and to create new under-
standing.

'In the meantitne. the ex-
18 wocal authorities and
police structures remain.
provided that they do not act
inconsistently with the con-
stitution and laws of Bosnia-

Herzegovina and the federa-
tion.” Bildt said in a state-
ment.

Serbs in four Sarajevo
neighbourhoods and suburbs
have said they are afraid of
administration by their
former Bosnian enemies. -

Some 10,000-12,000 of
70.000 lpeupl: living in the
lidiza. Iljas. Grabavica and
Vogosca sectors have already
left. with possibly over half of
those remaining set also to
go. This handover is particu-
larly important because a ‘ail-
ure for Serbs 2nd Musiims to
live together in Sarajevo. the
Bosnian capitai. could tor-
pedo the anrc process. It is
alsc svimhbolic hecause the
Bosrian  war ocgan In these
neighbourhoods in April
1 :

The D o> 45 draaline
that fails Saturday at mid-

t. 45 days after NATO-

%&wn
pl December 20,
dates [action armies to with-

man-
draw from areas they are to
transfer and for the
party to take over civilian

control.

Serb may troops may have
already withdrawn from
these areas as part of a
Da deadline but Serb au-
thorities will be allowed to
maintain their police and the
Musiim Croat federation will
not be moving in {ts admints-
trators and police. Bildt's of-
fice said.

The ground commander of
F:ac:k:cping forces in
Josnia. Herzegovina., British
licutenan! eencral  Sir
Michael Wale told reporters
at a in Gravica S
clearly. the ¢ 'ivalon of the
flower of pcace i» guing Lo be

" mid

a llﬂ'il'ﬁ process. It's not
going to happen overnight.”

Referring to
t deadline, Walker
said, "We tend to about
these days as if t are time

lines and once gone they're

He uid. the NATO-led
Implementation Force (IFOR)

was still - compli-
ance” from earlier lines
in the Dayton peace accord
for Bosnia. :

Walker spoke to reporters
at the brotherhood and unity
bridge. the main connection
across the Miljacka River be-
tween the Serb and Muslim
parts of Sarajevo.

The bridege a front line
during the war of corncrete
and sand bag barriers, risked
during the peace to become
the Bosnian capital's Beilin
Wall.

the hmr:il]_

But IFOR, which has
swept clear check-

nts thruum‘uu Bosnia-

erzegovina esday took

down the barricades at the
bridge and on Thuraday said
there would be freedom of
movement across it.

This bol was some-
what tarnished on Frida
when BSerb ml.lu bann
ournalists with IFOR passes
rom crossing. unless thev
had another pass from the
Bosnian Serb government in
Pale. 15 kilometres (nine
miles) cast of Sarajevo.

“You have seen Crgavica
yoursell. It Is a m lace
where a lot of reconstruction
effcrt {8 needed.” Walker
said about the suburb where
most windows in the high-
rise apartment houses are
Blrun out 2nd shrupne!
marks scar walls.

Steiner, assistant to Bildt,
said Serb lice would re-
main in Grvavica and the
other Serb wuntil the next
deadline, March 19 at mid-
night, or D plus 90.

The would have to

abide by the rules of the
Muslim Croat Federation,
and would have to show

| themselves to be moving to

prepare the transfers of
7
The Serbs would also have
to stop looting. cularly
of “"Industrial goods.’
Steiner said.

Asked how the Bosnian
guvernmcnt had greeted the
elay. Steiners said they
"lhave been constructive be-
cause they realized it is iIn
thetr own Intercst to show.as
much understand'ng for the
Serb concems as poassible.

SA whites' schools

- PIETERSBURG, S Africa,
Feb 3 : Provincial authorities
filed a lawsuit Friday to force
an all-white public primary
school in a remote larmi
town to admit three bla

s and to guarantee their

The dispute exposes racial
srejudice that has flared pub-
i y on occasion since

Nelson Mancdela became
South Africa's first black
dent in ! 294, Wit poses
ittle threat of deratling his
programme to buillding a
muitiracial society.

The school last week

hibited the three children
hrum :nmlll'ly . Their ho’:‘f
as recen n spra
with gra{fiti as the cnr:e has



