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Rajshahi Feb 10:
Hartal called

The first round of Thy
Dty Ster — Philips World
Cup Cricket Quiz Bonanza

ets underway from today

-

1e Star Quiz 1 form will
be published evervday on
the Sparts Page till
February 17.
Star Quiz 2. the
Bumper Round, will be
ublished from February
5 till March 17.
Prizes worth Tk
1.50.000 include colour
televisions. CD players and
Two-in-ones.

Star Quiz 1 — see Page 11

Canadian Senate
passes constitutional
reform bill
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Risi )
| plunge world into
food cirisis: FAO

Listomaniacs All

Im eXami-
nations of the Dhaka Urniver-
sity scheduled to be held
from February 4 to 8 at the
main examination centre
have been postponed due to
unavoidable circumstances.
Fresh dates for the examina-
tions will be announced soon,
a DU press release said.
adding that other examina-
tions will be held as per
sc hedule.

22 arms seized

The law enfnrting agen-
cies recovered 22 different
of firearms. 13 ammu-
nition and 14 explosives yes-
terday, the 45th day of the
countrywide arms reco

ation. the peri
m al 421 le |
on various including |
illegal W of arms.
l't]ll"ll :

A

BEIJING, Feb 3: At least
144 died and 480 were in-
jured in a major earthquake
that hit China's southernu
Yunnan nce today. an of-

‘I;:#cal Bureau said, reports

The earthquake. which
measured seven on the
Richter scale. struck the
northwest of the province.
near the Tibetan frontier,

"The latest reports we
have are of 144 ple con-
[irmed dead and 480 in-
jured.” said a seismology bu-
reau official in Lijlang County.
stressing that the reports
were incomplete as commu-
nications had been cut off
with many of the areas worst
hit by the quake.

e have lost telephone
contact completely with five
countries, including
Mingying and Baoshan,” the
official said by telephone
Sunday. adding that many

ficial at the Kunming Seismo-

- roads had been destroyed,

144 in Chin

[urther hampering rescue ef-

forts.
An official in the Kunming

St‘.ismnlnﬁltal Bureau said the

death to
sharply as most ple

at gnmt wl?lel:on the
earthquake struck and would
have

was likely to rise

rnllal!iscﬂ.
Zhongdian city. the capital

were

en buried in housing

of Diqi"ﬁ Tibetan autonomous

region
the outside world. while in
the seat of Lijiang count
about 10 per cent of ol
houses had fallen down and

ad lost contact with

water and electricity had

been cut.

The officials in Lijlang said
as many as 80 per cent of
buildings had collapsed in
small towns and villages in

the worst hit areas.

China's official Xinhua
news agency had put the ini-
tial death toll at 30.

The mountainous and

relatively isolated region at
the centre of the quake is

mainly inhabited members
of the Tibetan and Naxi mi-
norities.

The provincial govern-

~ ment has sent officials to the

disaster-hit area and the
Provincial Seismological Bu-
reau has sent a 50-strong
team to area to monitor for a
ossible new earthquake,
hua said.

Xinhua said experts had
predicted earlier last month
that earthquakes measuring
six to seven on the Richter
scale could hit the region.

Since 1930 three
earthquakes measuring more
than six on the Richter scale
has been recorded in the Li-
j:jrég and Zhongdian area, it

A 6.0 itude quake on
the open-ended Richter scale
can cause severe damage,
while one measuring seven is

See Page 12 col 8

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Feb 3: The lo-
cal BNP today announced Be-
gum Khaleda Zia's visit to the
city on February 10 and the
Opposition also called a
dawn-to-dusk hartal on the
day to resist her election
tour.

The BNP chief and Prime
Minister is contesting from
two constituencies — Ra-
jshahi city and nearby Paba
thana — in the forthcoming
parliament polls.

The BN had earlier
planned Begum Zia's two
public meetings between
February 8 and 11. To resist
those, the Opposition had
also decided to call hartal on

the day of the visit.
The BNP announced over
microphones that m Zia

would address a public meet-
ing at the Rajshahi High
Madrasha field on February
10 '_lqhﬂe:mnnn.

e opposition parties at
once announced thlz.‘ir hartal
programme and brought out
separate processions in the
city chanting slogans vowing
to resist the visit. '

See Page 12 col 8

due this month

By Inam Ahmed and R M Titumir

The Japanese government
has cancelled the scheduled
visit of its mission for Bangla-
desh-Japan Annual Consulta-
tion of Economic Co-opera-
tion meeting in Dhaka,
making availability of Japa-
nese aid to the country for
the next fiscal year uncertain.

According to official
sources, Japan, the largest
bilateral donor to Bangladesh
and the second among all
donors, con to the gov-
ernment on AWednesday last

| that it would not send the

mission, scheduled to be
here this month. .

The Japanese Embassy in
Dhaka, as per instructions
from its headquarters, has
pointed out "the current sit-
uation which includes the
election schedule and others"
as the reason for holding
back the mission, without
elaborating.

But some sources said that

lél;t Tuesday's L:]]cidcnt ti:d the
nargaon Hotel, a

Pan Pacific Hntei:l:;'r Jaiqmrt:].r
might have prompted the
decision. :

On that day, the employ-
ees of Sonargaon Hotel re-
portedly beat up a number of
officials of the hotel after the
termination of an employee.
The General Manager of the
hotel, who is a 'Japanese na-
tional, was also allegedly
manhandled.

Japan has taken the
Sonargaon incident seri-
ously since it was built with
the Jn;epanue QECF loan and
it is the only hotel project in
the world financed under
Japanese assistance, the
sources pointed ott.

Meanwhile, a dlgloma.uc
source said Japan has also

advised its private sector not
to come to Bangladesh uhtil
the ‘situation improves'

See Page 12 Col 1
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llapsed godowns at Tanbazar in Narayangan;.

3 killed, 50 hurt as godowns
collapse in N'ganj

NARAYANGANJ. Feb 3;
Three labourers were killed
and at least 50 injured when
six godowns with a stock of
some 1.20.000 b of salt
and fertiliser collapsed at
Taanbazar on the western
bank of the river Shita-
lakkhya this morning.

The dead were identified
as Aslam (38). Delwar Hos-
sain Delu (30) and Mobinud-

- din (28).

Delwar died on the spot
while fatally injured Mobin
and Aslam . were declared

dead at the Nara Hos-
pital and the Dhaka Medical
tal respectively,

Colk?c Hospi
hospital

and fire service

.. SO said,
E;I the injured labourers.

Almas (35}, Babul (30}. Sattar
(30). Hamid (30) and Mohsin

From Our Correspondent

(22) were admitted to the
Narayangan| Hospital while
others were treated at differ-
ent local clinics.

The dilapidated tin-shade
godowns at the RD Das Road
colla as there was no
wall to protect those from
erosion of the river, said
Shahabuddin Ahmed, u
director of the Banglades
Inland Water Transport Au-
thority (EIWTA), while con-
tact The Daily Star.

Besides, the AR Bhuiyan
Memorial School. five salt
crush units and several
buildings. housing 25 to 30
families, adjacent to the col-

lapsed godowns are also un-
der threat of collapse now as
big cracks have developéd”
because of the erosion, local
people said. Most of the fami

lies of the risky dwelling
%m left those earlier. they
A spokesman of the AR

Bhui Trust. which owns
all six rented OWNS,
told this t that

the tenants were cautioned
five days back not to use the
gh_modmu because those were
t tened due to erosion by

the river. But the tenants
operations

only two days back, the

started unloading

However, none of the
tenants were available for

comment.

Acco to witnesses
and fire gade rescuers,
one rented out to

Hazmai Salt Mitls, collapsed at
about 9.45 in the morning in

See Page 12 col 8
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‘hartal
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By Reaz Ahmad |

The mainstream Opy}s isi-
tion plans to announce a
fresh agitation programme
today including a 48-hour
hartal in the country from
February 14 and gherao of
the residences of ministers
on February 9 and 10, Oppo-
sition sources hinted.

The three major opposi-
tion parties — Awami League,
Jatiya Party and Jamaat-e-Is-
lami — are contemplating to
deal a 'final blow' to the rul-
ing BNP by going for hartal
on the polling date. a source
in the Opposition camp said.

An opposition leader, in-
volved 'in drawing up the
fresh programme, told The
Daily Star last night that key
leaders of the three parties.
in separate meetings, had fi-
nalised the programme. It
may be anhounced today after
a joint meeting of the AL. JP
and Jamaat, he indicated.

The leader, who did not
want to be n , said that
there would some other

See Page 12 Col 3

‘Hartal
‘disrupts
city life

By Staff Correspondent

The half-day hartal in the
city yvesterday. called by the
three major opposition par-
ties. passed off peacefully but

paralysed normal life.

Awami League, Jatiya
Party and Jamaat-e-Islami
had called the 6 am to 2 pm
protesting “police
on students of
Dhaka University on Wednes-
day last and demanding res
ignation of the Prime Minis-
ter and cancellation of what
they called the farcical
February 15 elections.

All motorised transports
off the city streets

number of rick-
shaws plied from the morn-
ing as pickets were lenient to

atrocities”

the three-wheelers Brnamess--

establishments and educa-
See Page 12 Col 1

More Incidents of ant|
election violence were re-
ceived from Chittagong.
Sunamganj and Fabna while
an | L candidate in
Comilla withdrew from the
polls race yesterday.

Meanwhile, section 144

was imposed on Cox's Bazar
town yesterday (o avert

between he
activities ol Awami league
and the ruling HNP

Our Staff Correspondent
reported from Chittagong
that several hundred proces
sionists attacked and ran-
sacked a BNP election office
@t Bibirhat under Fatikchhari
thana vesterdav afternoan

Frpsami® o o

near Asad

Gate in the city }'&t.:rdav

By Staff Correspondent

police said.

The procession was
Lirought out by the su s
and activists of Awami
Lrague and Chhatra League
after a rally held there, ice
and party sources said. Police
rushed there and dispersed
the anti-election activists by
resorting to lathicharge.

- Our Stafl Correspondent
reported from Sylhet that the
thana election office of BNP
at Chhatak in Sunamganj dis-
irict was set on fire Friday

evening.

Some unidentified people
broke the window panes,
poured | inside and
Inrfhs‘d he office. Articles
el a s "".-","FT;—?.‘ I:_.r. g1 W e

L
i ol

v R el
— Star photo
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burnt, SP Suna con-
firmed the incident and said
none could be arrested in
this connection.

UNB reported from
Comilla: A candidate in the
February 15 election From
Comilla-12 (Choddogram)
constituency withdrew from
the electoral race yesterday
rc;pnnding to Opposition's
call.

The independent candi-
date, SM Shoeb, also ex-
muﬂl his solidarfty with

dtmndmlur a
ca government en-
sure a and [air election
and urged the government to
meet i

See Page 12 Col 3

Assault on Pabna
BNP candidate:
3 AL leaders held

PABNA. Feb 3; Three
“wami League leaders of
' hatmohor a unit were
rrested Friday nifght follow-
g the assault on a ruling
,arty candidate reports

They are Ishaq Ali Manik,
Crganizing Ercury. ﬁhrn-
i zZzaman tan, umm

-+cretary. and Ba
ice secr ,
District Awami League

resident Waziuddin an
o | al secr Rezaur
H.ahim Lal the ar-

~sis and demanded immedi-
‘e release of their party col-
L agues.

Former MP Group Captain
" td) Satful Azam Suja and six
hers came under attack
‘iar an anti-election meeting
! pro-Awami League Chhatra
' cague and Jubo e at
' thana headquarters while
‘tiey were cenduct! elec-
'[;-rl'lg:lmpni at 8: pm.
B n people were injured
- the melee. 4

Clash at Book
Fair : 3 hurt

Three people were in-
red in a clash between a
smber of sellers and buyers
+ Amar Ekushey Boi Mela at
‘e Bangla Academy ter-
ci- 1Y EVeEn I"Epﬂl'tl X
uﬁ thtu ured, seller Ma-
-, 24, buyer Abul Has-
i, 20, were tted to the

rhaka Medical College Hospi-

1 (DMCH).
According fto witnesses,
 clash began following al-
geation between the two
ayers and Masud, .
- or of "Shoilee” (stall num-
ver 215), over price ol books.
Later. other sellers also

- 1gaged themselves In the

| clash.

: tAnti-po]ls violence in dists| Opposition to resist

- PM’'s Ctg tour

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Feb 3. The
three major opposition par-
ties boycotting the coming
parliamentary elections an
nounced here today that they
would resist at any cost the
Prime Minister's electioneer-
ing campaign in the port city.

Al a press conference or-
ganised by the Chittagong
unit of Awami League at its
oflice at Darul Fazal market

this aﬂﬁrlt:nun. Mayor of Chit-
tagong City Corporation ABM
Mohiuddin C said

“We will not allow her to visit
Chittagong under any cir-
cunl:';;tg:;red we are I:I‘
rea to resist her
election tour here”.

. Huhiud.fin. who Ilﬂilm
the gener +the
city unit dmh:me
urged the people to protest
and resist the campaign of
what he sald ‘farcical’ glec-

tions.
He called for the
election on F w

Mohiuddin also called
upon all concerned not to al-
low the ministers and other
election candidates to use

Lh: circuit I;:;uu. guest
ouses owned government
and semi- bodies

and their vehicles.
Otherwise, officials con-
cerned will have to bear the

responsibility for any damage

done to national property, he
warned.

He appealed to the army,
BDR and pelice not to allow
them to be used by an
as tools of power illegally.

The Jamaat-e-Islami at a
separate press conference at
Dewan Hazartrarty office at
12 noon held the govern-
ment responsible for the pol-
itics of violence during the

month of Ramadan.
eople should resist the
litics of violence I':L"reﬂﬂ-
 the PM's future here,
theén'ld.
ity Ameer Maulana Mo-
hammad Abu Taher read out
the written utltm:::lt. City
unit Secretary General Sham-
sul Islam. ex-MP Shahjahan
Chowdhury. City unit Vice
President Afsar Uddin Chow-
dhury and Chit district
north Ameer Prof Ahsanullah
The Ja PI:ty Ci
ty unit
President, hmudul }i:.lam
" , addressed the JP

m held at his

residence in the

-Incoﬁ-; tax

collection

falls short of target

Income tax collection con-
tinues to remain far off the
mark during the current fis-
cal. forcing extra pressures
on indirect tax-heads
order to keep pace with the
overall target of revenue
enrnlrllﬁ‘ from taxation, re-
ports UNB.-

Official sources said in-
come tax collection duri
the first six months of 1995-

96 fiscal was | ng behind
the od's tar by about
Tk 49 crore. Collection dur-

ing the time totalled Tk
564.02 crore st a target

of Tk 612.96 crore.
Instead of improvement,

income tax collection fell fur-
ther in December compared
to the period upto November
when the gap between the
collection the target was
of Tk 14 crore.

Sources sald a record col-
lection of Value Added Tax
(VAT) was offsetting the
shortfall resulting from poor
income taw collection.

The VAT collection duri
the first hall of the curren

fiscal amounted to Tk
1793.10 crore, exceedi
the period’'s target by a

Tk 128 crore.

Despe a VAT boom,
overpll collection of tax rev-
enue during July-December
1995 was neck-and-neck the
target. Tax revenue du
the eriod totalled
5109.27 crore ainat the
period's target ol 5103.82
crore.

Shlﬂing the traditional
revenue dependence [from
the indirect tax to direct tax
halheenmnflhrmlljmnb
jectives of the country s rev-
enue policy. But, so far, the
aim remained unmet as the
National Board of Revenue
still] tends to rﬁl‘v J:bredoml-
nantly on impo uties to
fulfil the revenue t-.;?.
Customs duty and import
hased-VAT together ac-
counted for more than 80
per cent of the tax returns
duri the last fiscal (1994-
05). the contrary, direct
taxes accounted for less than

See Page 12 col 5
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e colourful Daily Star

Fashion Special for
which you’'ve been
waitingsolongisinthe

stands from today.
Ask your hawker for a
copy or get it from

nearest newsstand.
Price of this beautiful

tabloid is only Tk 20.00.



