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servers, the continuity of the
traffic mess is no less damag-
ing in its impact on Lhe
economy than the absence of
adequate communication in-

frastructure with the north-
ern region of the country
(which the Jamuna Bridge is
de ed to improve).

e stupendous magni-
tude of the city's traffic mess
can be gauged from an inter-
esting remark made by an
observer to the effect that
one who can solve the mess
deserves a Nobel Prize. It is
felt that the most urgent call
of the moment is for mea-
sures based upon both short
and long-term approaches in
a fashion that ensures proper
functioning of existing facili-
ties.

While we are loath to learn
about city management from
the rest of the word and
polemics in this respect may
continue in terminably. it is
reassuring to learn that un-
der the aegis of the UNDP, a
crash programme for im-
provement of the traffic sys-

tem of the city has been
taken in hand. Work is re-
portedly underway for con-
struction of underpass near
Gulistan, Gabtoli bus stand
and Kawranbazar. Besides,
there are approved proposals
for construction of over-
bridges near Malibagh cross-
ing. llysium Hotel
Ittefaq crossing, Banani-Ka-
koli crossing, GPO-Yeamani

incalculable,

premises, E
nomic life of the coun

the opinion of serious ob-

City's Livability At Stake

By ASM Nurunnabi

g Im"mt?m
city has 1 i
unf:ltr a serious threat. The
city's population will cross
the 10 million mark by the
turn of the century. accord-
ing to the United Nations
Population Fund. But to visu-
alise any corresponding im-

provement in the services of

blic utility seems to be an
m‘h dream. Already the qual-

ty of life in larger parts of
thr city has dct:riurntcd to
an alarming extent owing to a
multiplicity of factors ch
are fully identified in course
of detailed discussions th-
rough various media and at
different forums.

(Of these factors, the too
prominent one that emerged

is the dreadfully n
traffic jams t.hut vil
most the entire network nf

city roads. The rates at which
the city population and the
road transports are increas-
ing. one need not have much
foresight to predict that the
city's livable prospects may
be jeopardised in the near
[uture unless adequate mea-
sures are timely taken to
meet the challenge. The
vasive traffic jams are ni!y
affecting the life of all classes
of people in such a manner
that the resultant losses in
terms of time and money are
and causing
rievous inertia in the eco-

. In

Ciller has failed to
form coalition govt

ANKARA. Feb 2: Prime
Minister Tansu Ciller today
abandoned attempts to form
a government with the cen-
ter-right Motherland Party.
reporls AP.

"Motherland's leader Me-
sut Yilmaz rejected all my of-
fers.” Ciller told reporters at
the end of her 40-minute
meeting with her rival.

Ciller said she would for-
mally notify President Suley-
man Demirel tomorrow of
her failure to form a gov-
ernment,

Yilmaz said he turned
down Ciller because she in-
sisted on remaining premier.
She is serving in a caretaker
capacity now.

Ciller's True Path came in
second in general elections
six weeks ago behind the
pro-Islamic regime Welfare
Party.

Welfare's 158 deputies in
the 550-member Parliament

remained far less than the
required majority of 276 to

Amu demands
probg into

Ashraf’s death

JHALAKATHI Feb
Awami League leader Amlr
Hossain Amu today de-
manded an enquiry into the
death of a Juba League
worker in Nalchitt thana of
the disirict. reports UNB. ;

Ashraf Ali was picked up
from his village home on
January 30. He died on the
same day. The post-mortem
report said he was tortured
to death.

Addressing a condolence
meeting here in the morn-
ing, Amu demanded exem-
plary punishment to those
responsible for the "killing".

He blamed the BNP gov-
ermnment for failure to main-
tain law and order in the
country and said the glorious
role of the Army has been
dwarfed by calling them out
in the name of arms recovery.

Presided over by District
Awami League president Ad-
vocate Shahjahan Ashraf. the
meeting was also addressed
by district Ameer of Jamaat-
e-Islami, Advecate Haider
Hossain and CPB leader Bimal

1

ijnw e, a gayebana
Jjanaza lor Ashrafl was held in
front of Jhalakathi Baftul
Mukarram mosque today.
Amu and other opposition
leaders attended the janaza

Amu also visited the resi-
dence of Ashraf at Baraikaran
village in Nalchity thana and
conveyed sympathy {o the be-
reaved familv members.

AL demands arrest
of SA Khaleque

Awami League General
Secretary Zillur Rahman yes-
terday demanded arrest of
BNP candidates SA Khaleque
for firing on a peaceful anti-
election procession at
Harirumpur in Mirpur con-
stituency, reports UNB.

In a statement he alleged
that Nasir Uddin member of
Awami League, Apu of Jubo
League, Raliqul Islam of Ch-
hatra Ltague and many others
were injured in the firing.

Zillur said SA Khaleque in
presence of police fired un-
provoked on the procession-
ists who spontaneously
protesied the one-party far-
cical election.

lHe demanded exemplary
punishment of the BNP can-
didate.

for a government alone.

Ciller received the man-
date after Welfare's leader
Necmettin Erbakan failed to
form a coalition.

Both Ciller and Yilmaz re-
jected Welfare for its anti-
secularist policies.

Ciller offered MotHerland
a coalition partnership in
which both nge me minis-
ter and the d-eput! prime
minister, two posts that
would be shared between
Ciller and Yilmaz, would have
equal responsibilities.

Demirel told reporters to-
day that he would designate
Yilmaz next. Motherland has
133 deputies.

Ciller said it would be
pointless for Yilmaz to start
negotiations with her.
"Nothing is left to talk about
between us,” she said.

Ciller claimed that Yilmaz
turned her down because he
was inclined to form a coali-
tion government with Wel-
fare.

"We have not ruled out
coalition partnership with
Welfare although it is goiigZ to
he very difficult to reach
common ground with it."
Yibmaz said.

2 candidates
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Nnoon.

Police lobbed tear gas
shells to disperse Awami
League, Jativa and Ja-
maat activists who {foiled
Yasin move to open the office
ransacked the dais erected
for the programme and dam-
aged several vehicles on the
Comilla-Feni road.

Our correspondent from
Rangpur reports: Some
unidentified men hurled four
homemade bombs at the
Senpara residence of Mok-
tarur Rahman, a BNP candi-
date from Rangpur-3 (sadar
thana). None was injured.

In another incident in
Lalmonirhat. Chokdar Abdus
Sattar. a candidate of Islamic

Shashintantrik Andolon from
Lalmonirhat-3 constituency,
was manhandled by some an
anti-election activists near
his house at Sattana in the
town yesterday morning.

Greeting card

From Page 1

Frcsident and prime minis-
by including such a pho-
tugraph in the cards,’ it said.

The Pakistan Embassy in
New Delhi refused to com-
ment aboul Khokhar's meet-
ing with Haider. :

India and Pakistan have
fought two wars over Kash-
mir. a Muslim-dominated re-
gion that is now divided be-
:wern them by a ccase- fire
inc

Scheolboy

+ From Page 1

Sohel's mother Selina
Pathan lodged a General Di-
ary (GD) with the Gulshan
thana a day after. Police found
a body floating in a ditch in
the area yesterday morning.
Sohel's mother identified the
bndsyo police sources added.

hel was the son of Alal
Pathan who hails from Srina-
gar of Munshiganj distriet. A
case has been filed with Gul-
shan thana against six youths
in this connection.

Police arrested Sohel's
three friends -- Khokon,
Ripon and Rana - for their
alleged involvement in the
murder.
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| including five children in-
at a house at
under Kerani-

market crossing, Bangsal
crossing and Dainik Bangla
crossing. These measures,
when completed, will,
however, serve as palliatives
only in selving some of the
city's traffic
But to the vlﬂnln of
the story is sald to be the
massive presence of rick-
shaws in the city. To deal
with it as a ty matter, it
is felt desirable to phase
them out gradually from the
main arterial roads of the
city. To reduce the backlash
from the ricksha llers, it
has been suggest some
that they may be allowed in-
centives in such cases where
they volunteer to ply on side
streets and minor lanes, Such
rickshaws may be painted
with a different colour and
the pullers of such rickshaws
may be benefits such as
free schooling for their chil-
dren, wheat lor work, train-
ing facilities for switching
over to auto-rickshaws with
provision of loans on.

terms for hire puﬂ:hue of

such vehicles.

Dhaka's pupuiltlnn is
growing at the rate of 6 to 7
per cent each year. At this
rate, the city's inhabitants
will be doubled in the next
10 years. Against this back-
round, there is no cause for

fllusion or complacency in

the relevant quarters as to
how to with the atten-
dant problems that such a
growth will bring about.

Radio, TV to air
speeches of
11 party chiefs

The Election Commission
esterday sent letters to the
fadtr& of 11 political parties
and alllances. whg have
fielded 30 or more candi-
dates in the coming Jatiya
Sangsad elections,
them to submit the scripts of
their speeches to the com-
mission by February 5, Elec-
tion Commission sources
said, s BSS.

The leaders of those par-
ties and alliances will get the
opportunity to address the
nation over radio and televi-
sion.

Radio and television will
simultaneously broadcast the
speeches of the chiefs
from 6:30 pm each day from
February 8 to 12.

The sources further said
the leaders would be allotted
time varying from 10 to 40
minutes tu highlight their

arty objectives and mani-
estoes.

The parties ' and alliances
are: The Bangladesh National-
ist Party (BNP), seven-party
alliancc Freedom Party,
Bangladesh Khelafat Andolan,
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) Bangladesh Muslim
League (Jamir Ali), National
Democratic Party (NDP).

Progotishil Gnnntantnk
Shakti {Pru%u Janadal.
Jatiya N Sanghntl and
Gann Audh

10 hurt as JCD,
BCL clash in

Cox's Bazar.

COX'S BAZAR, Feb 2: At
least 10 people, includin
two policemen, were inj
during a clash between pro-
Awami Chhatra
and ruling 's Jubo Dal
and Chhatra I}a in the town
tnd_ﬁ:. re

e be%n when the
Jubo Dal and J
ists hurled de tnrjr re-
marks at Awami chief
Sheikh Hasina this
Chhatra League workers
protested the rcmarka and
attacked the

Police rushed to the

# |
and charged batons to EI(;* .

mr*?‘:h the liu:uqding groups.
erua EUPPOI‘[‘
ers hruugh?gnm proces-

sion in protest st ran-
sacking of the BNP office on
Thursday.

Two injured police offi-

cers were admitted to Sadar
Hospital.

- Tension was prwnilin,g in
the town.

Fire leaves
10 injured
1n Keraniganj
By DMCH Correspondent

A fire r
off fol ml
5’.‘,_

line left at least tm
rud

exploded, according to the
lnjum:l and

Of the lnjured three
women and their five chil-
dren were {identified. They
are Nazma, 32, Fatema, 25,
Jotsna, 30, Parul, 5, Sumon
5, Al Amin, 4, Badrul, 3 and
Rina, 3. were admitted to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
E&DMCHL hospital sources

In another incident, a fire
broke out at a slum near the
Kutcha Bazar at Zigatola in
g‘:t city at around midnight

Fire fighting units from
Muhammad ur and Pallasey
rushed to t pot immedi-
ately and rxtlnguished the
fire, according to police
sources.

asking °

‘demand

| Prime

A bus plunged into the DND canal at Conapara near the city yesterday. — Star photo

KARACHI. Feb 2: Pakistan
said today it would seek to
extradite Altaf Hussain,
leader of the ethnic ﬂu
National Movement (M
mtun lives in ﬁ-ﬂlﬂt in
reports ter
Pakistan has no extradi-
tion treaty with Britain, but
Interior Minister Nasserullah
Babar told ers: “The
overnment is working on
extradition of Altaf -
latn It 1If'lll take some time to

process.
He said the

overnment
had compiled ces, in-
clud confessions of ar-

reste MOQM members,
Hussain whom it ac-
cusing of directing violence
in the city of Karachi.

Babar said about 600 peo-
ple, including “terrorists,”
had been arrested in Karachi

since July 1 last vear and vio-

Asian FMs meet

to set agenda
for ASEM

PHUKET. Thailaiul. Feb 2:
Foreign ministers ol 10 Asian
nations gathercd (oday in an
unprecedented meeting to
sel an a for the on's
first-ever summit talks with
European leaders next
month, re s AP.

The first Asia-Euro r
Meeting — ASEM — will ta
place in Bangkok March 2- 3
to be attended by heads of
state of ten Asian and 15 Eu-
ropean countries.

The warm-up on
this resort island 690 kilo-
meters south of Bangkok
gives the Asian nations a
t:hnndl:: ls Iﬂnaliuc lhﬁ:r
agenda and plot strat r
the summit. i

“The historic significance
is that for the first time you
have the ASEAN countries,
with China, with Japan and
the Republic of Korea meet-
ing together, talking about
p-rﬁltir.:al and economic issues

ration for a meeting
the European Unijon,
u.ﬁid Phlhj:pint: Foreign Min-
ister Domingo Siazon, Jr

The Association of South-
east Asian Nations, or
ASEAN. includes- Thailand,
Singapore Indonesia,
Malaysia, Vietnam, Brunei
and the Philippines.

Indian rupee falls

to all-time low

NEW DELHI, Feb 2: The
Indian rupee fell to a new all-
time low against the dollar
today efforts by the
country’s central bank to stop
the slide, reports AP.

Traders said heavy dollar
continued to
outweigh sporadic dollar
sales by the Reserve Bank of
India, é)the currency
to around 36.80 rupees.

They added that the out-
look for the currency re-
mains bleak, despite continu-
g}ﬁ comments [rom Indian

cials that present dollar
levels aren't justified by the
current economic situation.

Dealers widely agreed that
the heavy dollar demand has
been pted by the Re-
serve ‘a failure to inter-
vene strongly to protect the

um:ncy

NEW DELHI, Feb 2: Indian
President Shankar Dayal
Sharma has sought first-hand
details of a into a giant
bribery scandal which has
claimed the scalps of several

politicians and threatens
E'%qnl of others, reports

The Tim of India today

op sources as saying

t Eharma "wanted to en-
sure that the rule of law pre-
vails nnd the corrupt are
brought to book.”

S a, a former member
of the ruling Congress (I)
Partz had on the eve of last

's celebrations marking
India's declaration as a
republic, urged a mass drive
against corruption, saying it
'was neither "endemic nor in-
soluble.”

He had also appealed to
top leaders and bureaucrats
to set a "salutary example of
rectitude, high standards of
personal conduct and ac-
countability.”

Sources al the presiden-
tial palace here told The
Times that Sharma, who held
a one-to-one meeting with
Minister PV

Pakistan to seek Altaf
Hussain's extradition

lence in the city had now
subsided to a large extent.

“Life is ttnnrmalnﬂtln
Karachi,”

Abmnlﬂﬂrﬂ
killed in ethnic. poli tallnd

sectarian violence in Karachi
in 1995 and more than 100
have died this year.

The government blames
most of the violence on the
MQM. which speaks for
Karachi's majuﬂ y Urdu-

Mohajirs. who mi-
ated

a at parti-
ion In 1947, and their de-

scendants. The MOQM blames
the security agencies.

GCO calls strike

at DU today
By DU Correspondent

The Ganotantrik Chhatra
Oikya (GCO). a combine of
some left student or-
ganisations, has called a
strike at the Dhaka Univer-

sity t f
T'I‘:jﬁ‘o called the strike

demanding exemplary pun-
ishment to the SONs re-

sponsible for ba ¢ attack

on the DU students and res-
lﬁ:thn of the Vice Chancel-

Priyanka India's
heartthrob

NEW DELHI, Feb 2: The
dlughter of the late Prime
quv Gandhi has be-
come India's heartthrob, re-
ports AP.
A university

wWas dﬂalned lm rc—

ortedly

ﬂ}ranka Gandhi 24 with
love letters for six years. But
it's not the first time police
have ste in to protect
Hud Gan Love missives
and marriage proposalu regu-
Iarly arrhre at her high-secu-

rity home, newspapers re-
ported today.

Pml‘rmr S S Maitra,
however, denied the r ;
and students and faculty at
Jawaharlal Nehru University
— named for Ms. Gandhi's
great ather — went on
strike to protest police ha-
rassment.

One person carrying a
portable. cassette player
wanied her to listen to 10
songs he had com for
her. Security guards have
rTecorded at least six in-
stances of men trying to ap-
proach her, the Asian Age

dﬂzmtnmgarded

any Indians as a poten
politicaj leader. Her father,
grandmother Indira, and
great grandfather Nehru

“t:f l;;nt ministers for a
total o years.

Ms. Gandhi's angular fea-
tures became will known

after Rajiv Gandhi was assas-
sinated in 1991, thuu*h she
is rarely seen in pub ic for
security reasons.

has no

But uhc a
idea of what ﬁ tnru are

up to. "Hﬂther Priyanka
Gandhi nor any mem of
her family had any knowl-
edge. whatsoever, of the let-
ters alle written by Pro-
fessor Maitra,” said
Victor George, a family aide.

Narasimha Rao last Wednes-
day, was miffed with the de-
layed inputs he was recelving
about the case.

Sharma was, huwt-\rtr not

taking sides, t
'%c the lcnndali

is haﬂn on the country's
m‘llgﬁ is n matter of concern
institutions of the case.
e president's concern for
ancuuntahﬂl should be seen
in this " a sources said
on condition of anonymity.

Soldiers' mutiny
in Guinea: 8 killed

gEGNAKRIT, Feb Z:H J?Ite!;raut
eight people were in
Guinea's capital C to-
day in a mutiny by fers
demanding more pay. presi-
dent Lansana Conte said,
adding that some of the mu-
tineers had been trying to
take power, reports Reuter,

- "As far as uur dr!:mmds
for wages an l:r ies are
concerned, you wil satis-
fied by Monday. As for those
who want to take power,
leave them to me,” Conte said
in a broadcast on state radio.

Bus plunge

From Page 1

till last night whether the
driver of the bus was alive or
was killed in the accident.
hlll:T'hi\: fire brigade, salvaged
t
a crane, in the afternoon.

Our Natore Correspondent

: A 70-year-old woman

and an unidentified man
about 40 were killed in two
road accidents at two points
on the Dhaka-Rajshahi high-
way in Natore yesterday

Nasimon Beowa died when
she was run over by a Ra-

shahi-bound bus at

naikhali. The man, along
with his bicycle, was sand-
wiched between two trucks
from coming opposite direc-
tions at Char Balddiyanath in
the afternoon.

Police held the driver of
the bus and seized the bus
and the two trucks but
drivers of both the trucks

lo escape.

Our Stall Correspondent
in Sylhet adds: A 45-year
woman was killed and two
were injured in an accident
on Sylhet-Moglabazar road.

A Sylhet-bound truck col
lided head on with a ‘tempo’
at Lamabag at about 2-30 pm.
Moinu Bibi, 45, died on the
spot.

The was sent to the
MAG Medical College Hospi-
tal morgue here for autopsy.

54 DU students
still 1n jail
By DU Correspondent
Fifty four students of the
Dhaka University who were
E:cjtﬂd duﬂ;ﬂc raids on
agannat Salimullah
halls and sent to the central
jail were not released till last
night, according to a univer-
sity source.
A total of 95 students
were arrested during the

raids. The rest were re cascd
on bail on Thursday.

Most of the students had 4

left the Jagannath hall after
the heinous attack on
Wednesday. the snurces said.

Meanwhile, the condition
of the students who were in-
jured during the attack and
admitted to the Dhaka Medi-
cal College Hospital are im-

proving.

Sitalakhya
devours 2 salt
crushing mills

NARAYANGANJ. Feb 2:
Two salt crushing mills were
devoured and live pucca
godowns collapsed on the
western bank of the rniver Si-
talakhya due to erosion at Old
Bank near Tanbazar during
the last two days, reports
BSS.

According to a source of
the business community, the
Chand Salt Mills and Janata
Salt Mills which were de-
voured are owned by late
Fulchand Bepari. The

odowns are owned by A R
huiyan Trust.

One lakh bags of fertilizer
and 20 thousand bags of salt
were there in the godowns,
sources said.

A large number of people
living in the area have been
evacuated to sale places.

Hawala Case: Sharma seek,
first-hand details of probe

India's Supreme Court on
Tuesday ordered the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
to widen its probe into the
20-million-dollar scandal and
look into "every accusation
against each and every per-
son irrespective of position
and status.

"Be 1 ever so high. the
law is above you.” the judges
said, provoking an immediate
demand from the opposition
that Rao resign. They charge
Rao with having received
money from the key suspect,
an allegation he denies.

Three members from
Rao's cabinet facing corrup-
tion charges have resigner
and the leader of the main

position Bharatiya .Janata
Part (Indian People's Party,

rand an MP from the
main centrist group quit par
liament last month.

The scandal stems from
the seizure of diaries from a
businessman named Suren
dra Jain four years ago in
which he is said to have
recorded coded payments to
115 politicians and bureau
crats bhetween 1988 and
1991

badly damaged bus. using .

Washington, reports AFP.
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Rangunia demanding cancel-
lation of Adil's nomination.
Consequently, intra-party
feud climaxed and the situa-
tion in Rangunia is still
volatile, party sources said.
BNP's action against the dis-
sidents had little impact on
checking the rivalry.

In Banskhali. BNP nomi-
nee Jafrul Islam Chowdhury
is facing a challenge from

advocate Abu Saleh who was
the president of the party's
Chittag -South unit until
his expulsion recently for
contesting the poll as an in-
dependent candidate failli..r:ig

to nomination. =
vucagtc: m was not only ex
pelled from the BNP he was
removed from the st of
public prosecutor (PP} in
Chittagong court.

In Anwara, BNP nominee

WP slates three
opposition
parties

By Staff Correspondent

The Workers Party (WP)
yesterday said that the three
major opposition parties have
sel "a shameful example” of
seeking foreign assistance in
resolving the political crisis.

At a meeting, the polit-
buro of the WP criticised the
Awami League, Jatiya Party
and the Jamaat-e-lslami for
"“competing with each other
to gain favour from the donor
fﬂ“ﬂtﬂrn

Chaired by WP general
secretary Rashed Khan
Menon, the meeting ob-
served that the ruling BNP
has virtually become isolated
because of its eflorts to hold
the February 15 elections
unilaterally.

The statement alleged
that the ruling party has de-
ployed the army not to re-
cover any illegal weapon, but
lo prolect the electoral activ-
ities across the country.

N'ganj Jubo League
workers clash with

police: 15 hurt

From Our Correspondent

ARAYANGAN.J, Feb 2: At
least 15 le were injured
and five motor vehicles dam-
aged in a clash reportedly
between Jubo League activists
and police in the town this
#fternoon. - :

Three persons. who re-
ceived bullet wounds. were
identified as Motiur Rahman,
Kamal Ahmed and Badal Roy.
They were under treatment
in a local clinic.

Police fired at least five
shorts during the clash that
erupted while the Jubo
League workers who were in
a procession started damag-
ing vehicles near No 2 Rail
Gate area at about 6:45 pm,
witnesses said.

The Jubo League brought
out the procession demand-
ing cancellation of the one
party general election on
February 15.

The clash created panic in
Chamber Road. DIT market,
and its adjacent areas. wit-
nesses added. The proces-
sionists da at least five
buses and ten rickshaws,

13 DU teachers

From Page 1

General of the Academy in-
forming him of their deci-
sion.

In the letter.- they also
condemned the police action
preventing the teachers froin
entering the Academy
premises in a silent proces-
sion on that day.

Signatories to the letter
are Prof Sayed Monzurul Is-
lam. Prof Kabir Chowdhury.
Prof Anisuzzaman, Prof Sir-

* '.z1 Chowdhury, Prof
Sardar Fazlul Karim. Rafique
Islam. Rafiqullah Khan,
Khandkar Asraf Hossain, Mo-
hammad Moniruzzaman,
Shahed Hasan. Humayun
Azad. Abu Mohammad Delwar
Hossain, and Dr Sonia Nisat.

Bangabazar
From Page )

ti:r%
xperts believe the fire
could have broken out due to
use of some explosives They.
however, ruled out the use ot
any petroleum substance. The
cx;prrts apprrhended use of
er or some explo
HVEE nf thal kind.

"A sabotage or subversive
act of this magnitude is not
possible without the involve
ment of some ple of the
market.” ﬁplnerm expert

Some shopowners and
union leaders talked to con
fided to this correspondent
that they believe the incident
was an act of sabotage Hun
they declined to explain
"Evervhody knows it prolice
law enforcing agenoies
Home Ministry officials arre
aware of the persons behingd

this act why they want us

o 1dentify them we boave

our business hepe wre WA

SECUuTity sand ane ol the
§ unon leaders

ey s

DHAKA SATURDAY, FEBRUAR‘!’ 3 199%

DAMASCUS, Feb 2: Syria urged US Secretary of State
Warren Christopher today to
demands which are stan
Christopher is to visit Damascus and Jerusalem next week
to take stock of the two countries
negotiations which ended on Wednesday outside

ut pressure on israel to drop
ing in the way of peace.

iatest peace

Intra-party rivalry

Sarwar Jamal Nizam who is
the president of the Chit-
tagong Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry, at last
had an understanding with
advocate Kabir Chowdhury
leader of the splinter faction.
Kabir had submitted nomina-
tion paper as an imdependent
candidate but withdrew re-
cently after intervention of
Commmunication Minister Oli
Ahmed.

But there is still discon-
tent among the supporters of
Kabir. Nizam now faces the 7-
party candidate Mohammad
Hossain.

In 1991 election Kabir
had lost to his AL rival Ak-
taruzzaman Chowdhury with a
small mari:'n.

In Fatikchhari BNP can-
didate Nazibul Bashar
Maizbanderi is expected to
face a tough contest from in-
dependent candidate Farid
Uddin Ahmed Chowdhury
who was earlier a supporter
of BNP. sources said. Besides,
supporters of Awami League
and other parties are cam-

aigning against Nazibul
ashar, sources said.

Meanwhile. out of 15 con-
stituencies in Chittagong ENP
candidates including Ol
Ahmed were unofficially
elected uncontested in six
constituencies.,

12 more expelled
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tee, Haji A B M Mainuddin
Hossain, member, Chandpur
district committee, Barrister
S Golam Nabi, member, Ish-
wargan| thana committee, A
K Ruhul Amin. member,
Ishwarganj thana committee,
Akhtar Hossain Bhuiyan, me-
mber Ishwarganj thana com-
mittee, Abdus Salam, mem-
ber. Ishweirganj thana comm- °
ittee and A K M Mohiuddin
Patwary, member, Chandpur
district comunittee.

Polls manifesto
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anonymity, said the manifesto
might contain a broad-based
outline on the pressing issues
with the neighbouring and
other for countries.

When reminded of the
BNP chief and Primie Minis-
ter's recent announcement
that they would not go for
renewal of the treaty, the
minister said that any deci-
sion for or again this would
be taken in future on the ba-
sis of political reality in the
country.

The friendship treaty was
debated time and again in the
political arena by different

arties 1ncluding the ruling
BNF and the opposition
Awami League.

AL chief Sheikh Hasina,
whose party is often blamed
by the up(ronf:ntq for signing
the accord in the post-libera-
tion riod, said recently
that iP‘;'lf‘r party returned to
power it would not renew the
treaty.

Later., similar announce-
meit was made by BNP chief
and Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia.

Meanwhile, none of the
political parties contesting
the forthcoming polls an-
nounced its election mani-
festo until yesterday although
only 11 days are left for the
Februaryv 15 polls.

The election manifesto uf
the BNP is now under pre
ration and it is expect tr:n
be finalised in a couple of
days. said Nazrul Islam Khan
Oflice Secretary of the ruling

:E%e’ll announce the mani-
festo at a press coniference
socen.” he told this corre-
spondent Thursday night.

Half-day hartal
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injured on Wednesday in
clashes with police at the
Dhaka Universily campus
during raid on two DU halls.

In a statement on the eve
ol the hartal. the AL chiet
Sheikh Hasina said that the
use of force for PM's opening
of Lo ' fair at the Bangla
Academy "-= smeared the
spirit of the historic Lan-
guage Movement.

The inaugural function had
virtr1ally become a congrega-
tionn of the BNF Jubadal and
Chhatra Dal activists which.
she said. was shunned by the
publishers

wrilters, poets,
and diplomalts
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