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Economic Outlook
. Donors have been sharply critical of our
economic performance in a mid-term review
meeting with our officials in Dhaka on Jan-
uary 30. Although it is customary to have such

an interaction every year prior to the Paris
consortium meet, this year's exercise as-

sumed more than a routine cance. For,
Bangladesh not only faces a serious political
crisis its tally of gains in terms of macro-eco-
nomic stabillty look threatened as well.

The political deck is not likely to be clear
Inthcnmfuturthutwtcmpeﬂnp-u'ymd
‘maintain a certain level by economic. man-
_agement by way. of con the . d g

by confrontationist :

| and current account defieits, upswing!
the rate of inflation, and decrease in the rate
of savings have the makings of a ‘serious eco- .

nomic st tion;: but then these trends are
not heyon the ability of the officialdom to roll |

- bnck.

br.lw the target or past two years, the
government bo "have increased in
. proportion to the credit in the pri-
vate sector which pmmpudﬁqmtnlhnk
| to apply a credit squeeze much to the slowing’ |

| downufgrowtlﬂnthcpﬂvatew T
4 . The import bill escalation by ‘38 per cent
till November as against the ‘11; per cent ex-
_port growth at that point in tithe — of the on-
going fiscal year — bore an eloquent testimony
to the trade imbalance, Lately, this has been
bridged but only very negllglbly To boost our,
exports we shall have to take in
'competitive devaluation' that is in motion
regionally with the major South Asian cur-
rencies getting quickly adjusted to' the vllue
of dollar or sterling pound.

Imports can be brought down by keepmg
the consumer liberalisation in check. )

These are gsome of the economic indicators
where we can bring about a degree of im-
provement by recourse to administrative ef-
ficiency. Professionalism has to come into full |
play to stop the nose- dtvtmtomwufm

nomic s _un.- |
A Serving ona
Last Monday two teachers .the edu-
cation i'njnlstry from far-out%t. Their
mission was to get the teachers' t or the
government subsidy of the salary of the
teachers of their private school cleared. The

concerned official wouldn't oblige them be-
fore- certain ::nm{:licatinns were sorted out.
The teachérs ,allegedly e of tical |
backing that c:uuld mean uences

for the official. When that too dﬁn‘t work they
put down a closed envelope on the table. The
official reported this to his superior and when
police came to take the teachers away to lock-
ug. the envelope was fuund to contain’ Tk

If one reacts to the :piaode with a how-
éould-teachers-stoop-so-low exclamation, one
must have descended from Mars: Bribes and

8 --“I-{uﬂ:, |

kickbacks are now te rt the solid
tradition of honesty and in at the top
political spots. Cases of bribery do not scan-

dalise any sensible person in BanMuh —
someone found to be above or this na-
tional institution is taken for a freak.

The two teachers must have been sent on
this errand by the administration of that |
school. And thls couldn’'t have been the first
time for that school to clear their in
thfs manner. Any payment in in-'
volves giving cha-khawar-poisa to those that
see through the payments. This is a standard
and well-entrenched practice particularly
with the educational

_ ts that n.m lnto
hundreds of crores of w
Unless the case of the two t:anheru is

hushed up and if they mw trtmrt
we pray that they in defence make a *a.n
‘breast of the practice most schoo :

bow duwn tu t is a st symibic art- {
nership that underlings 3 t8 -

and ministri s on the one
schools on the other de

both. The schools do not « é:tt&h:'y lub~ '
“sidy — there are other
e big educational iis a of

snup on a sieve. The custﬁmer — gociety that
-‘sets so little in n::tum fnr what it mmts

" - The p p to hold ufare?iona.lworklhop
on Ac uired Immuna Deficiency Syndrom |
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words and not
upholds. The present gov-
ernment seems bent upon
holdi
scri
the election cannot be hﬂd

i cnultrop

E.Iun.

{AIDS] in Kathmandu on February -
tutes a positive and timely tn ﬂmt
fast sprcadlng epidemic in South Asia. While
Europe, America arid even Africa — consid-
ered ta::hbedit;dwnrst victigm — h:fwﬂn
up to the ae grip and sweep =
ease, Asia, South Asia in particular,
to be much less concerned. Experts,
ever, have detected a shift of the pandemll: !l
focus from Africa to Asia.

What the scourge of AIDS can mean for

the world's most populous W%‘needn
hardly to be mg%emted Ah'ua
no t by it, ind

the imprcsam

her neighbours are faut catc -'
trend. ly, the share ¢ m:
-AlIDS cases has risen from jtﬂt one cent
of the altutaltuuixpermt n
mid-1993 and 1994.

- The looming disaster looks more real in
the context of the refusal on the L of the
region's societies to talk about sex-1 13-

- sues. The threat sends a clear signal
to-us that no longer can we afford to treaut
sex -related issues as taboos. We mult con-
front these squarely. :
.. The Kathmandu w will. pm\rlda
ﬂmSouthAniannaﬂan ﬁmuﬁﬂul
. opportunity ut their though amlleta
togethertum tﬂmdiueue a.coordi
nated nianner. Canweaskthemm
of the region to put the issue on the SAARC
dainacnl bidtoelfecttvelydcal
tl:untrananatlonal malady? .. ...

B&een

election on
lhu 1Sth 1996 — ln

mtﬂ in the I:E:t of ﬂ'ﬂl
country. Unpnscadcnted in
the sense that, a the

r..rudp.ntl in m-m only
he ruling BNP can be
considered a political part

worth the lm
the rest, ., mot so
much in the eyes of the pub-

lic or, lﬂlﬂlﬂ}"ﬂ'ﬂ‘lﬂl.ﬁl‘

of part
t]'.m'sul.“_:"r

flock

seen
the spirit it

our consti lf

in due course, so the
roponents of the ion,
angladesh’'s democracy

mate: rather

perhaps is heading

he. | am to
th' great sadness that 25
{:lrl after independence

hh-tuﬂrul:nll

ted smooth-sailing of
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IMR&N'MHMW

Sugpoes

Analysm

I 's
3 {
5?

Costs of Constitutionality

¢ monetary cost of the on going

cost might hike
sensed from

is reported to be arotind Tk 300 crores.

project
in the event of another election in the near future as could be
PM's nationwide speech recently. It remains to be séen as to how could the

be justified for an election with very little democratic flavour, if any.

could be at stake. | shall not
attempt to air the views of
the opposition on this score
for reasons of space con-
straint but would like to ex-
amine the implications sur-
rounding the upcoming polls.

The concern of the pre-
sent government for the
constitutional continuity and
hence for democracy uld
be viewed positively and seri-
ously. After all, the constitu-
tion is the touch-stone of our
democr

mand of holding the election
under caretaker government
‘stands llmﬂl ustified afler
M tiy-ﬂtc-

th: ethlcl #l’ clu:-
code. If the

g
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liament The o sition.
however, also have re-
turned to the t as

had ﬂ?maﬂ

settlement and this initiative
should have cnme from thc

is th:mr partner In

that the

that a Presidential form of

ment is not unconsti-

tutional, the present ruling
ﬁmrt}r agreed to bring the
I.'fth amendment ﬂrltl to
show respect to es
choice for pnrumnpmplyt-
tcn} of gﬂver:lmcnt ree
major tic arties in
Mh viz, BNP, Awami
League and JP thus are ob-
served (o have changed
stances from time to time,
probably to show t to
people’'s demand. although

Upor.
The cost of the
on going election project is
rt to be around Tk

“mcm;l Thllfmmuncy is
to spent much of
the ordeals not for
much of- the audiegce. The
cost might hike substanttally
in the event of another elec-

tion in the near future as
could be sensed from PM's
nationwide h recently.
It remains to be séen as to
how could the spending be
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Beneath the Surface
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those stances had always
been in the line of constitu-
tional provisions.

The upcoming gtnerli
election, like-wise, is going
to be significantly constitu-
tional but very mﬂmuub
democratic in t[he ce of
participation of major politi-
cal partiés who seemingly
represent over two-thirds of
the total voters (in the light
of votes cast in their turnout

in earlier polls).
into lh: l’ltlunlle n'
s

an election.. let us now
concentrate on some of the

' costs of the upcoming elec-

tion and the benefits there.

justified for an election with
very little democratic flavour,

if

.EHN: opposition en mnsse

vowed to labotnge the elec-

tion in the face of govern-
ment's firm commitment to
Fo along with it. This means
! a:l could bcl:n evidence
rom the recent lmnm
all over the country) that a ﬂ
of lives and property have to

be sacrificed to reach the
goal of the either party. This

should be weighed against

the loss of property so far.
the loss of man-days due to
hartals and the loss of In-
vestors' cnnﬂdence in

by TM A Samad

must work in and outside the
t in a constructive,
well-thought out manper and
with non-violent attitude in
lht interest of country and
le and continue to

EE party’s mistakes,
ims an corruption, If

and make aware
ul’ them. At the same time
they should project their
plans and programmes. both
litical and economic. so
t peopie can take all these
into consideration in casting
their votes in the future
election. To from the
parliament and go to the
street. apparen power,
is not good polll&t and not
envisaged as democratic
practice. :

Speaker’'s Ruling

The political firmament
became clouded aftér the
ruling of the men-
tioning the resignation eof
144 members of parlia-
ment constitutionally unre-
ceivable. It was stated on be-
half of those who resigned
that the decision of the
Speaker was incorrect and

unacceptable and their resig-
mumdldmnd.lpﬂlo:ﬁy

dered. Unfortunately it ap-
pears that the main goal of
tics that they have since
en pursuing is ‘power.
Power is no doubt very lucra-
tive but then the phobia of
Iodr? power llwly. works In
mind. And histgry reveals
that those who cannot shake
off this evil from mind and
thus cannot come out from
the clutch of illusion, fall into

the trap. |

Institutionalising

It is true that democr
cannot be institutionali
overnight. But If we take
lessons from others. perhaps
t will improve. Few days
back, iIf | remember cor-

rectly, an American weekly
pub ished a feature on

democra in South Alfrica
where it tly pointed
out that "free election and a

noble Cmt.ltuUun do help,
but first and foremost, a
dcmucrlcr needs
democrats.” It is true that
without free and fair electign
de ¢y does not stand
but- without easy process of
electing honest persons of

i rlpciplc democracy will

present crisis is political rather than constitutional and

MMMMMMMMW# mdiﬁ;ﬁmdm

sent political stalemate it
seems that the main reasons
are intolerance, crisis of con-
fidence. putting self and
Eart_v.lntﬂ'uu above national

terest, lack of tion
that democracy -can only be

run ective consul-
tatio

n wi the umuun
mpﬂned' * ﬂgli::l}li:dlicknf o
5 re-

gard for

t the precise reason
lg.tilge ntnlemate neverthe-

mmmnd:rnw
the question the answer
hapa wtll come as ruli

Sa
bi tu create a

permmt
 provision for hnlding elec-
tions under a caretaker gov

ernment was tabled in thc

was'

not cm&?e then, and it

wouldn’t have been created if the path o

the bill was discussed in the
Huuuetuamldpoutlcalbcd—

The crisis could perhap
be resolved if the iﬁrﬂ;"

ment took the initiative to

settle the political issue with
political wisdom. Now t
situation has been com

. cated over the time and

come to such a thlt

there seems no way out but
to elections under a care-
vernment. Here, | do
orlniun that the

nppnalunn db-

taker
hold
quuuun

e e —
rrr—

Sir, Hr Bhah AHE l[lbrh
in his article "Why the Talks
Fajled” (The Daily Star, Jan-

_unug 21, lﬂﬂﬁ]_ stated that
BNP's of the Presi-
dent h the advisory
council w'u uld change the
t utmctun: of the consti-
u on from parliamentary tn

residential system”.
oukj he like to comment on
the fact that if the Awami

Leafue had so much
for the parliamentary system

how come they all resigned
turning the lrlumtux
system into a mocke

- ::’lgmu 3 ‘s mnltu-

y respect for ia-
mm]tuwlt]n:.ndld have hmpﬁ"

com mmm

undertake t %nv

ernment IIIHE ile t

were mml:eri‘nf pnﬂu

Though it is difficult to

ok

Lack of Initiative <7

polltica.l hu.ltnm and should
take the tion into con-
fidence treat them as

puﬁtiuu is a pn:-
condition for runnin
tive attitude of the ﬁmﬂm
is the main l:atult of this po-
g S he

ince t gnmmmt is
for the people, and for their
be u::lmcy of .
‘a ;::,Nun rather the gov-
ernment should be wise
enough and have the unwa-

vering courage to face any
chm[ : WI 5

le issues more complex.

We have seen in the t as
alnowtdunnwthatgmu

claims as the rul
nt ot and custodian ‘of

mocracy. and the
tion is blamed fgﬁa
destruction and

ruining dcmncrltlc values. .

- Perhaps this actuisation is al-
ways not trte and brings in

confrontational attitude
rather than . On the
other hand, the ﬂtlun

also should not be
Eful acknuﬂdtdglng ins ead

a curtain on ruling

party's evernents. In fact
that should be the spirit and
ty of leadership

n any democracy thc
position should also have
patience and wait for their
turn in the next general
:lectmn H:anwhﬂt.

- — — (s - -

SAMS Kibria states, thaltﬁ f

government was never seri-
ous about a
would the o
p_lrti'\‘.-l to the e cctiun

would not the image of t
Awaini eint hllc
eye be ed if their lendcr
sat down iIn face to face talks
with the PM, without any
ﬂrlur ::unditium? That would
shown that the Jeader of
the tion truly cares for
l'a.rc of nur puur' coun-

mmt make a con-

f:ludlng remark that with
such an eminent and knowl-
edgeable person like SAMS

thc

to

Eﬁnuiﬂ hot” hcmn‘ a

they

- need of the count

settlement which |
position

feel that the Hon'ble
Speaker's ruling would have
been more straight forward
as well as convincing if he
had ed on the basis
of the English version of Ar-
ticle 67(2) of our Constitu-
tion and Rule 177(1) of the
Rules of Procedure adopted
by the parliament. no
doubt was given based on
reasons and in the light of

" interpretation of the Consti-

tution. Speaker in his ruli
mentioned that members o

- the t had the rlgh v
. but that t was
backed by an obligation to

represent the constituen
from which a member
elected.

had -

weapon hin .the demo-
cratic process as a whole. th

logic in this régard is abso-

-+ lutely right:but keeping the

};ﬂuc of resignation han
ying in sending it to the
President and lﬂl':]lg on to the
Supreme Court for opinion
was not perhaps necessary
when the Constitution has
given the Speaker absolute
‘authorit iz to dar:id: the mat-
teron h

and

Both thc rullng
sition collectively

the op
suffe and sacrificed a !nt
in ousting the autocratic
ermmment of H M Ershad. l[
they had done it in the inter-
est of the country, the people
and democracy then it was
their responsibility to ensure
collectively that the demo-

cratic prucm was not hin-

Kibria as an advisor to the
Awami League chief, the
Awami e could not rise
upto the dire and desperate

ry and pre-
vent it from falling into a

deep, dark abyss.

R
Assoclate Projessor
mistry

+ Univerpity of Dhaka

+

BTV's Bangla
cinema
Sir, It was indeed one

lea B in the right direction for

to start screening Bangla
movies every week instead of

once a month. However.
these Bangla movies have

uon4

, long and subsequent Ill;vg
dall

s.be institutionalised.
l-lm::e an easy
elect honest pf.-aplr: is also

""k““ﬁ“

tiun nnuld repu
Their integrity, sim dglh:ity
and l::ma ility ma

Unfortumtc!y this is EPIE

th:na-

now.
The party has I'aﬂed
to ke its promise made
. thro the " alliances”.
They not take any to.

separate the Judiciary-
the Executive. Such separa-
tion is essential to keep the
Judiciary above
Afluenees’ and; to;

ure of impiementing laws
Impartially is the resultant
terrorism that persists in the
society, particularly in educa-
tional institutions.

I may t“mtc from Viscount
Bryce on the role of Judiciary
in preserving the democratic
institutions: There is no bet-
ter test of excellence of a
government than the effi-
ciency of its judicial system,
for nothing -more nearly

touches the welfare and se--

curity of an average citizen
than his sense that he can
rely on the certain and
rompt administration of
ustice.

Unfortunately we have
failed to build viable institu-
tion that could guarantee the
rule of law and support con-
tinuing economic growth of
the country. Here ] would

now become stereotyped
with the same old {aces act-
ing in almost all the films and
with the same old stories etc

I would only like to make
a proposal to to consider
screening of films of the sub-
continent. | am sure most of
us understand the major lan-

uages of this continent, and
this screening can be on al-
ternate weeks. | am sure this
will give a further boost to
BTV and the viewers will be
very happy.

Furthermore. we would
ar -eciate to watch SARRC
pr. frammes at least once a
month, be it educational,
quiz. or musical ones.

Please consider my pro

posal.

William [YSiva
13 Alkuran Lane
Chittagong

‘tion and antigov

mechanism to

its trust. - .

‘~together theén

Dﬂﬂilﬂ-ﬂ in- -
“the laws lmparualfy The fail-

B'nms to mention. the

opposition parties ised
to continue their apti-elec-

ment
1580 Pebruary, A fecognition

ary. A recognition
of this threat might lead us to
a reign of terror and horror
in the days to come. En pas-
sant, it may be mentioned

here that the uppu:uiun s
vow to d-cttr the mt:rl. from

exercisi their ts to -
Iflmm::hial-l: lll to fit
em nm gither.
What M at best.
is to ce Mplc not to

participate in sueh “[arcical”

clection, but leaving the

judgement to the citizens
themseives.

The various reform mea-
sures innunciated
sent government have alrea
been stalled due to politi
uncertainty. A deepening of
the crisis would only add [ear
to the uncertainty as a result
of which the economy might
get further lhﬂth A gov-
ernment that boasts of being
the "architect” of these re-
forms cannot be fed to
be the silént spectator of
their gradual demise. It may

be noted here that the
m:lr;d ed to have
a annoyance
at the slow of reforms.

The macro-stability is al
lhn:nltcned political unrest
caush rts to dwlndlc
and ll::‘ ]:I'lrgm order situa-

tion has already been diving

g the Pohtlcal Scenario : Let Goodsense

like to quote from the state-
ment of 'ble Prime Minis-
ter Begum Khaleda Zia while
addressing a p of lawyers
in her : I-ch Road resi-
dence that there can be de-
ﬂ:lnpm:nt and prospects
if there iIs rule of law and
emocratically elected gov-
El‘ﬂtll!nt in the country. No
one can differ with this
statement because nule of law
is a basic pre-requisite to
democracy and any progress
iy the country. Now what is
needed Is itl implementa-
tion. Commitment should be
translated into action and
there lies the solution. We
should always bear in mind
that a stable economy and

stable political order cannot
be built up in an unstable so-
ciety. A strong social fabric is

a prerequlﬁle to sustainabil-
A.gnin the hon'ble Prime

Minister has rightly said in a
national seminar h
Facing the 21st Century” that

none of our politics and re-
forms would succeed until we
are successful in alleviating
poverty and em our
people. As a matter of fact
unemployment and frustra-
tion, as well as providing

shelter and patronisation to

miscreants under the um-
brella of political party are
breeding terrorism in this
country. Hence, restructuring

of the economy in a manner
that ensures t and
income genera opportu-
nities for the at large

is inevitable, for this will turn
the idle forces into a working
force and reduce tension in

the nnchl?'

There is no dearth of tal-
ents in this country and if the
right path to political be-
haviour and economic devel-
opment in context to our
own situation and problems
could be chosen where
politicians, scholars and in-
tellectuals could contribute
possibly it
would not be very hard to
find out leaders as well as

ways and means to mlw: our

Fﬂ-‘hlm Fur T

The ruling party believes
that rule h}' majority is the
essence of t:l*!:l'na:lllzl'a.l'.'¥1 Actu-

ally democracy e
tinuing- practicr: of major!t
rule and implies the cﬂmllary

principle of. dis-
sent™; l:'I.l' §. foinority is
depmed th to be-
majority,
' rule In’ nuntlthdtg jll:l:'llc
Hﬁmr this stage |

& l'_ n
like tth?u asise on
nt t
m.u"ﬁ Fotioe than

constitutional and common
should not be misled
under the banner of
‘constitutional crisis.’
all Ull':r u“mtlih:. hiel
the to
Electhnmﬂom (CEC)
and further ordained that the
Election Commission shall be
independent in the exercise
of its function. Article 118
(1) 4 tllustrates that it shall
be the duty of all executive
authorities to assist the Elec-

‘tion Commission in the dis-

li:harpol'lllfu-'cthnlﬂn
lti-umnurmtnnme

that the

Mr Justice

hn ex hll determi
ensure free, fair and

im lruai election, and

gﬁtly pointed out that he
had no compulsion to satisfy
any quarter since he cannot
be terminated by anybody ex-
cept a Judicial Council, be-
fore the completion of his
lenure,

Now that all efforts to
reach a political consensus
on the issue of a caretaker
neutral administration failed
and the ruling party had de-
cided to go to polls unilater-
ally. the political scenario in
the couniry had undergone a
radical transformation. We
believe, under these circum-

by the pre.

" fions in

LR bringing “the  highest Judi-

to its worst level. All these
cgllodu have begun to gripe
the eco and peaccfpc
civic life of Bangladesh.
As told earlier. the case
ariiament is voted to, the
mﬂng party would undeniably
merge as the lone lion there
turﬂarwithaca acity of over
200 seats. A [urther filip
would be provided to their
strength by the so called op-
position in the parhamenl
whaese track record of par-
liamentary [;r;a.rl s is almost
nil. That ile situation
might tempt the majority
BNP to go back to a presiden-
tial form of nment, en-
~act laws and regulations al-
‘legedly considered "black.”
en some cosy wishes of
the members of the ruling
party and. finally, rule like
rulers l.tnchnllcngfd The
country, therefore, appears
to stand with a bright chance
of a bleak scenario
in the aftermath of the -
.eral election of the 15th

The nation is. thus, set to
sl Rl o e
n e its e
shed blood to crawl forward.
A commitment to uphold the
magai umu{:nﬁ hﬂ:gc only benefit
nst s costs, ma

be a welcome move but nng
should not lose sight of the
fact that the constitution is
for the people and not
otherwise. A t that

stepped into power through
the most glorious electoral

process in 1990. is sadly
geared to end up with an
electoral event to seriously

condemned. Thus the gov-
emment entered but thus it
is not g —that is the dis-
com ive with.

Prevail

stances, the Chief Election
Commissioner has a very im-
t role to play by declar-
E publicly that without par-
icipation of mainstream o
purlll.inn an att to hold
election will not be a fu-
tile exercise but also waste of
resources which may even
‘lead the country into very

-unpredictable consequences.

Once the country is thrown
into 'deep-water trouble, it
will be well-neigh impossible
to 'sa " it. We hope and
believe Justice A K M Sad-
ul.': will be able to sustain

spirit and surpass th

mndnhlc role of Mr T
Seeshan of India and Mr D K

Silva of Sri Lanka by taki
full advan of our Consti-
tution. The ent at this
can also rescue the na-

" tion from the current im-

passe exercising his yested
power within the constitu-
tional authority. However, he
needs to act with strong wis-
dom and integrity beyond all
doubts gdoudlcc and bias
that he ngs to the ruling
party.

Context : Ramadan

We believe, the govern-
ment will still find ways to
avoid holding of election dur-
ing the holy month of Ra-.
madan and keeping main-
stream political parties out of
the electoral battle. We also
believe the scale of violence,
which is likely to follow such
elections, not only con-
tribute to deterioration of law
and order in the society but
also tarnish the sanctity of

the holy month which is
bound to hurt the sentiment

of the ma e.
jm;lt{ur the sake of

However,
strengthening democratic in-

- stitutions in the country I

would venture to put forward

some humble suggestions.
The Constitution should be
amended to for hold-

ing all lHamentary elec-
ture under a care-
taker neutral government. All
‘political parties will be in
equal tion to contest in
. Continuity of

ciary in the litical arena
perhaps will not be fair and
justifiable because it will have
a bad impact in the long run.
E%tt;n case of CEC it should
not necessary to appoint a
Justice. We should keep the
Judiciary above any/all con-
troversy.

Restrictions

The Constitution may in-
corporate a provision that
])ut: restriction ‘'on the par-
llmenl members'- right to

ﬁ“rum other than

nd may

come under ul examina-
tion on individual basis to
avert any en masse resigna-
tion on political . The
members of sitting parlia-
ment !lh!.llkr:;elhc entitled t?
enjoy pac persona
benefits and advantages by

a new bill.
The South African model

of transition to majority rule
from the hated can
serve as a of
reconciliation among
contesting parties. mt:
Constitution may incorpora

amendments to consider the
leader of the political party
securing overwhelming

majority as chosen prime
minister. However. tLhe
ministerial portfolios will be
distributed in rtion to
the number ol secats ecach
ga.rly own in the parliament.
his system may help

emergence of the tradition of
constructive politics and
democratic tolerance in
general.

Last but not least. | cau-
tion that failure to reach a

itical consensus will ulti-
maltely push the nation to-
ward serious conirontation,
violence and anarchy leading
to the breakdown a demo-
cralic political order.

The author is I'rincipal
Training Officer, BARC



