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1700 trucks stranded at 3 ghats
Traffic jam at Aricha

MANIKGANJ. Feb 1: About
1. 700 trucks remained
siranded at Aricha, Daulatdia
and Nagarbarl ghats after
1.300 vehicles were ferried
in 12 hours till Thursday
morning, reports UNB.

£1A\ sources said the
tratfic congestion was cre-
ated as a large number of ve-
hicles reached the three
ghats ahead of the hartal In
the capital called for Satur-
day.

"They said the BIWTC fer-
ries plying between Artcha
and the two other ghats at
Daulatdia and Nagarbari,
could not carry more than
2.600 vehicles in 24 hours.

Drivers said perishable
commodities were rotting in
hundreds of stranded truckas.

B5S adds: State Minister
for Shipping Shajahan Siraj
todav askcd the authorities
conceried to put allout and
united cfforts for ensuring
smooth tferry services in
Aricha Nagarban Daulatdia
routes durnng the coming Eid
holidays.

All possible measures
must be taken so that people
do not sutter in lerry ghats,
he said

The state minister was

of

he als of BIWTA, BI-

WTC, district and

lice tion and
here.

¢ meeting was In-

formed that one dumb ferry,

rehabilitated at Nara |

dockyard of BIWTC, woul

plymth:rmm'mmm

days. The ferry have the

ca o to carry about 150
ic

The mz was further
informed that toons
of BDR had been at
Aricha for proper manage-
ment of C.

The state minister di-
rected the BIWTC to
increase the trips of the
so that maximum number
vehicles are ferried on the
routes.

Later, the state minister
visited construction work of
an alternative exit route of
vehicles at Aricha.

He also fi a
vehicle terminal to be used
by BIWTC at Ut . five

kilometres from Aricha to-
wards Dhaka. The terminal
will accommodate about 200
vehicles and help reduce
traffic jam of Aricha terminal
area.

Violence in city \

From Page 1

was reported to the Moti-
jheel thana. The PMG's work
and the routine work of the
GPO were suspended at the
advice of polive upto 1 pm,
lie added. A case in this re-
gard was also lodged with the
thana.

A top official at the GPOD
said that the people got pan-
icked lollowing the attack
and some of the workers had
left atter the bomb attack.

Motijheel police said they
have arrested some ple in
that connection anc] interro-
gation was progressing while
writing of this report. They,
however. could not give any
detail in that regard.

Meanwhile. Abdullah, a
rice trader, and his driver
Badsha Miah received bomb
injuries wheo unidentified
gang threw crude bombs to
his ocar passing through
Chankharpool area at about
12 am.

In other incidents of ero-
sion, Zahir and Sujan suffered
bomb injuries in Mohakhali,
Shahbagh and Bakshi Bazar
areas in the afternoon, DMCH
s01rces saick,

Fetrol bombs were thrown
at a passenger hus at Banga-
bandhu Avenue and conse-
quently the bus caught fire,
reports an agency guoting
the fire service sources. The
firemen extinpguished the fire
but the vehicle suffered se-
vere damage. the report
acds.

Besides, moh set fire to a
Pajero jeep at Bijoynagar, a
private car near Hatirpool
crossing and an auto rick-
shaw in front of Sonargaon
hotel at around noon yester-
day,

The private car was set on
tire when it was parked near
a diagnostic centre in the
area. VUhne owner of the car
was inside the centre for col-
lecting some reports at the
time. witnesses said.

Agitated vouths burnt the

moetorhike ot a  police
sergeant at Bakshi Bazar
Crossing.

Besides, two minibuses

were partially damaged in
front of the House Building
Finance Corporation office at
Purana PFaltan at around
11:30 am The incident
spread panic in the area
while the police on duty
chased the attackers, wit-
nesses saic.

An autorickshaw was dam-
aged in Iront of the building
of Muktijoddha Sangsad in
Motijheel area in thie morn-
g,

Another incident of bomb
blast was also reported from
a college in Tejgaon area in
the afternoon yesterday. A
bomb explosion created
panic in Farmgate area while
traffic movement was dis-
rupted for about half an hour
on the Old Airport road, wit-
nesses said.

Tejgaon police could not
give any information in this
regard till late last night.

Our Staff Correspondent
from Ctg reports: At least 20
vehicles were d as the
activists of adesh Chha-
tra League Jubo
went on a ram in front of
the Bipani Bitan in the cilty

esterday evening protesting
{hc pollge action at Dhaka
University, witnesses and po-
lice said.

The agitating activists
pelted stones at the passing
vehicles while the people ran
helter-skelter for safety.

A Iarﬁe con ent of po-
lice rushed to the spot and
dispersed the agitators.

rlier, the supporters of
Awami League and its front
organisations brought out a
stick-wielding procession to-
resist election campaign this
afternoon.

However, no untoward in-
cident was re :

In Comilla, at least three
vehicles and several sh
were damaged allegedl og;
pro-Awami Le
League in the town yesterday,
according to a news agency
reports. :

The BCL activists brought
out a procession in the town
protesting Wednesday’s inci-
dents on the DU campus.
They damaged shops, two
{fcps and auto-rickshaw at

andirpar Crossing and Raj-
ganj, the news agency re-
ported quoting witnesses.

Hartal observed
at Nalchhiti

JHALAKATHI. Feb 1: A
dawn-to-dusk hartal was ob-
served today at Nalchhiti
thana headquarters here
protesting the death of an
opposition worker after his
arrest. reports UNB.

The Awami League, Jatiya
Party and other opposition
parties enforced the day-long
shutdown after Ashraf Ali, a
Jubo League worker, died in
custody here on Tuesday. -

During the hartal hours,
business establishments,
banks and other offices re-
mained closed while all

vehicles were off the roads.

PM opens‘ book fair

From Page ]
maintaining the democratic
process, hecause it believes
that democracy gets its firm
footing through the flourish-
ment of hindreds of schools
of opinion. "Now an absolute
freedoin of expression is pre-
vailing in the country.”

Referring to the annual
hook [air being organised by
the Pangla Academy, Begum
Zia said (he book falr became
the centrepnint of union of
writers-puhlilishers, educa-
tionists-learners,

Peapir  irrespective of
Fnriy and opinion throng the
alr  and exchange thelr
views  shie «aid and hoped

that =su«l: exchanges would
further strengihen the atmo-
splhiere ol lolerance,

5he said education is nee-
essary for practising science
and knnwledge and flourish-
ment of talent. From this re-
alisat*on. she said, the gov-
ernmicnt has given top prior-
ity to ediucalion since the be-
ginnping.

"Book is the main medium
of knowledge A book can
sustain thousands of years.
Book hands down science,
knowledge, thought and
spirit of a society to the next
generation. The present gen-
eration knows thousand years
old history. tradition and so-
ciety from book," the Prime
Minister observed.

"We need more books,
itnproved publications and

[ —

spread of massive books so
that the readers get all kinds
of books ready in hand," she
saild laying importance on ar-
ranging more book exhibi-
tions.

She informed that the
government had taken mea-
sures to hold book fair na-
tionwide alongside the
Ekushey book fair arranged
every year marking Shaheed
Day, the anniversary of mar-

tyrdom for Bengali language

in the at Language Move-
ment of 1952,

Begum Zia said attaching
importance to book, the gov-
ernment had formulated na-
tional book policy with the
objective of publishing books
of international standard and
exporting Bangladeshi books
to international market.

She lauded the role of the
Bangla Academy for its efforts
in publishing quality books
for the development of
science, knowledge and tal-
ent.

Begum Zia in her seven-
minute written speech paid
rich tributes to and recalled
the sacrifice of the heroic
sons of the soil who laid
down their lives in the lan-
guage movement, War of Lib-
eration and establishing and
safeguarding the democracy.

Before the inaugurals, one-
minute silence was observed
showing respect to the mar-

tyrs of age Movement.
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yesterday brought out protesting police action on Jagannath Hall students Wednesday.

DU teachers
From Page |

around 10 am.

The palice on duty halted
the procession when it
reached the DUS cafeteria
near the Teachers' Students’
Centre (TSC). The teachers'

ssion was scheduled to
end at the Central Shaheed
Minar after marchin
through the TSC and
Chattar areas.

Police intercepted the
procession at the inter-
section as the road which
heads towards the Bangla
Academy was closed because
of the Prime Minister's
scheduled visit to inaugurate
the Ekushey Book Fair at 11
Al

At one stage, the teachers.
sat on the street. The sit-in
demonstration was held for
about 20 minutes.

In the afternoon, the
DUTA, apex forum of the DU
teachers, adopted 10 resolu-
tions to protest and condemn
the police 'atrocities’ in the

campus.

The DUTA resolution con-
demning the police role
noted that police stopped the
teachers' mourning proces-
sion at the TSC while allowed
the Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) to hold their noisy

rocession on the road in
ront of the a Acad :

The DU teachers also de-
cided not to participate in
any at the
Academy during this month
and urged the other profes-
sional socio-cultural organi-
sations to take similar deci
sions.

- Gulf War returnees

Biswas assures
distribution of

compensation

By Staff Correspondent

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas yesterday assured the
members of the Kuwait-Iraq
Repatriated B adesh As-
sociation (KI of direct-
ing the ministry concerned
to distribute the com -

151'~ul.~

tion, approved by the
HIR%A in a press release

said that the assurance was
given when a team of the As-
sociation's Barisal divisional
unit met the President yes-

terday morning.

|

Police acﬁoil ét
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DU condemned

By DU Correspondent

Different socio-cultural
organisations and student
bodies yesterday condemned
the police attack on the stu-
dents of Jagannath and Sal-
imullah h of Dhaka Uni-
versity on Wednesday.

They demanded immedi-
ate release of the arrested
students and exemplary pun-
ishment to those invel in
the incidents.

Sammilata Sangskritik
Jote condemning t ‘hel-
nous’' attack demanded re-
signation of the Home Min-
ister.

Coordinating Council for
Human Rights in Bangladesh
protesting the attack de-
manded judicial inquiry into
the matter.

Bangladesh Awami Ainjibi
Parishad condemned the in-
cident and said that the bru-
tal attack on the students
reminded theimn the brutal act
of the Pakistan Army in ‘71,

Some 25 elected mem-
bers of the DU Senate in a
statement condemned Wed-
nrsda}r';j)olict attack. They
demanded resignation of the
Home Minister and the Vice
Chancellor of the university.

desh Chhatra Union
held the university authori-
ties responsible for the
'heinous’ attack on the
‘innocent' students and de-
manded release of the ar-

' rested students.

Bangladesh Chhatra Moitry
in a protest rally yesterday
condemned the attack. Muk-
tijoddha Chhatra Command
condemning the brutal police
attack on students in DU
halls demanded compensa-
tion for the injured students.

Theatre in a statement
condemned the incident.
Ain-O-Salish Kendra con-
demned the illegal assaults
and hgtallues m:lpmitt:d
upon the students of Jagan-
nath Hall.

Law Review demanded
udicial inquiry into the po-
ice attack. Chittagong I?Iolll
People’s Council condemned
the tal and barbaric attack
on the students by the law

eniforcing agencies.

UNB adds: Samriddha
Bangladesh Andolan convenor
Salman F Rahman has con-
demned the incidents on
Dhaka University campus
which should be avoi to
observe great Ekushey with
due solemnity.

“The sanctity of the holy
month of Ramadan, the sanc-
tity
Ekushey February have been
violated completely ignorin
the sentiment of the people.”
he said in a statement yes-
terday (Thursday).

Hartal at DU

By DU Correspondent

Awami League backed
Bangladesh Chhatra League
enforced a half-day hartal at
the Dhaka University yester-
day protesting the heinous
pﬂfltt attack on the students
of the Jagannath and Salimul-
lah halls of the university.

No classes and examina-
tions were held yesterday
and the university buses did
not ply. Students belonging
to diﬁ'ﬂﬂll organisations in-
cluding BCL wore black

jﬁc BCL actlvtnuulzzmght
out a n on cam-
pus mp;mﬂum immedi-
ate release of those arrested
during the ce attack.

At a rally they also de-
manded exemplary punish-
ment to those responsible

35 students

released

By DU Correspondent

Thirty five students
the 95 arrested during the
raid on the Jagannath and
Salimullah halls of the Dhaka
University Wednesday were
released yesterday after they
were produced before the
court, according to Univer-
sity sources.

The rest of the arrested
were sent to the Dhaka cen-
tral jail.

of the university and of !

52
Series
From |
bid to register t protest.

Large contingents of riot
police. BDR and plain

‘clothesmen set up security

rings around the Bangla

Academy since Wednesday
t.
Police cars were seen pa-
trolling the DU roads while

vehicles with water cannon -

stood parked near the TSC.

All roads leading to the
campus was closed and
people having invitation as
well as those belonging to the
ruling party were allowed in-
side the venue,

Even the photo journalists
of different newspa were
barred. leaders of the
Bangladesh Photo Journalists'
Association alleged in a
statement.

Activists belonging to the
E‘O—BNP Jatiyatabadi Chhatra
al, who had earlier an-
nounced that they would face
the protesters, also took po-
sitions around the Academy

rBrcmiucu apparently in their

id to block any procession.

The JCD workers, how-
ever, left their positions Iim-
mediately before the PM ar-
rived and police replaced
them.

The first procession came
out at about 9-30 am when
the female students took to
the streets with-biack head-
gears, badges and black flags.

The procession paraded
several campus roads but
were blocked by the JCD
workers near Madhu's Can-
teen and in front of the uni-
versity library.

A procession of the left-
leaning Democratic Students
Union went to the Milan
Chattar at about 11-10 and
hoisted black flag.

DU teachers brought out a
silent procession at about 10
am and staged a sit-in near
the TSC crossing. '
At about 11-45 am, shots
were fired in the TSC area.
Police swung into action and
used tear gas cannisters and
batons to di the mob.
They also chased several pro-
cessions, campus sources
The entire area. was

) rocked by gunshots, explo-

&

Two students
yesterday.

sion of hand-bombs of teargas
shells, as opposition activists
ran in all direction for safe
dnd lobbing shelter.

After the PM had left, a
JCD procession went to the
Arts building and stormed
Madhu's Canteen. |
General Sec;ctmary t'ch o

of the -
JSD Chhatra Lcalgu: [KF-T:].
was assaulted allegedly by
JCD activista

After the inauguration of

were arrested from the TSC area

— Star photo

the book fair, trouble spread
to Gulistan, Bijoynagar. Press
Club, Paltan, Chankharpool
and Mahakhali areas where
crowds damaged cars.

Agitators set ablaze a bus
in Gulistan area, a jeep at Pu.
rana Paltan, a police motor-
bike at Bakhshi Bazar area
and a private car at Segun
bagicha.

Police tear-gassed the
crowd and used batons which
left nearly a dozen injured.

| sent

By Staff Correspondent

A joint committee to
probe into Tuesday's incident
at Sonargaon Hotel will be

| formed soon. according to
. State Minister for Civil Avia-

tion and Tourism Abdul Man-
nan.

"A two-member team from
the Pan-Pacific Singapore of-
fice will soon arrive in the
city to .work with two local
members.” said the minister
yesterday.

Meanwhile, the Japanese
Ambassador in Dhaka held an
hour-long meeting with Ab-
dul Mannan yesterday at the
latter's office. Foreign Secre-
tary Farooq Sobhan, Manag-
ing Director of Hotel Inter-
national Limited (HIL})
Mosharraf Ullah. and an offi-
cial from the Home Ministry
were present at the meeting.

After the meeting, the
Japanese cnvnﬁ told The
Daily Star that the two sides

talked about how to resolve
the problem amicably. He did
not give any detafls.

Later. the Minister of the
Japanese Emba in Dhaka,
S Takahashi, when reached
over telephone. said. "We
dﬁ:[;Br regret what had hap-
pened at the Sonargaon Ho
tel. But that incident will not
affect the long established
relationship between the two
countries. | do hope this mat-
ter will be handled in that di-
rection ”

Asked if the incident
would have any impact on
Japanese investment in the
country he said. "I think if
anu only Hf, Pan Pacific Hotel
withdrew from the manage-
ment of the hotel, which is a
very symbolic project be
tween the two countries, it
might affect in one way or
the other the Japanese in.

vestment or economic coop-
eration.”

Meanwhile, Tejgaon police
sald the bail petitions of the
28 arrested employees of the
hotel were rejected yester-

Police 1s still guarding the
hotel

5 injured in
tactory fire
By Staff Correspondent

A fire broke oul at a paint
factory at Golapbagh under
Demra thana in the city yes-
terday leaving five ple in-
jured, three of them seri-

zmm‘ 18, Kamrul Huda,
60. and an unidentified

woman received first degree
burns while the two others
were identified as Bulu, 30,
and Mannan, 24. They were
admitted to the Dhaka Medi-
cal College Hospital (DMCH).

A chemical reaction re-
portedly sparked off the fire
at about 11:30 am. said the
locals who rushed the victims
to the hospital.

However. fire service
sources said that the cause of
the blaze could not be known
immediately.

Meanwhile. in another fire
incident, some documents
were burnt in the office of
the ADM at the DC office at
&dar@at in the city yester-
day afternoon, fire service
sources said.

The fire broke out in an
open shelf in room no 14 at
the DC office, sources said,
adding that the officials ex-
tinguished the fire in a short
time.

However, officials of the
DC office could not be -~
contacted for details.

N'ganj clash
From Page 1

processions at different parts
of the town including Nara-
Kangan}ﬂemra bus stand,

arayanganj-Dhaka bus stand,
rail gate area, Ukil Para,

Chashara Square and Court
area

Critically injured
League leader Jahan
37. Rabin Faroque. 27, Tan-
vir, 27, and BCL leaders
Ramrul, 28, Apan, 25. Helal,
28, and Mithu, 23, were
admitted to the local clinics.

Meanwhile, the city Jatiya
Party held a meeting in front
of the party office presided
over by its president Nasim
Osman.

However, nobody was ar-
rested and no cases have

been filed.

Jubo
r Alam,

Hasina

From Page 1
country from “repression” by
the BNP government, the

Awami League chief told the
editors and called upon the
people to intensify the cur-
rent movement for vote and
food.

The meeting was also ad-
dressed by the Observer edi-
tor Prof MA Munim, Inde-
pendent editor Mahbubul
Alam, Ajker Kagoj editor Kazi
Shahed Ahmed, Khabar edi-
tor Mizanur Rahman Mizan,

Bhorer Kagaj editor Matiur
Rahman. Ingilab editor AMM
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WASHINGTON, Feb 1:

Israeli and Syritan negotiators

ended prthmlnn.?r talks Wednesday on reaching a peace
and plan to s / :

eement
State
US special le

ubmit ideas to their leaders. the
t said. In a statement released here,
East coordinator Dennis Ross said the

session "had significantly advanced the discussion of key

issues in a future peace treaty and clarified each side's
views and needs”, réeports AFP.

Alleged torture
victim files
complaint

By Staff Correspondent

A victim of alleged torture
dluring the on-going arms re-
covery drive yesterday filed a
complaint with
some members of the )

Mamun Sarwar Dipu,
former General Secretary of
the Ganatantrik Chhatra
Union. filed the complaint at
the Sabujbagh thana against
three army officers and
others deployed in the area.

An officer of the Sabujbagh
thana confirmed that a gen-
eral diary. Case No-56, was
filed by Dipu who alleged tor-
ture by the army personnel.

A resident of Khilgaon
Tilpapara, Mamun Sarwar
said in his complaint that a
contingent of the army
‘ransacked” his residence "in
the name of recovering illegal
weapon,” at about 2-30 am on
January 13.

Despite no recov of
arms he alleged, the army
personnel arrested him
without any warrant and took
him to the Taltala Community
Centre. the local a station
where he was extensively tor-
tured until January 15.

Mamun Sarwar said that
he was released two days
after his arrest on interven-
hon by his ailing mother and
At uncle who, he com-
plained. were forced to sign
on a sheet of white paper.

Bangabazar
From Page 1
comtacted, Ramna thana,
however, could not confirm

It.
Some shopkeepers,
condition of anonymity, told

keeping the market
hartal
gratitude to the
monetary support in rebuild-
ing the gutted market.

Meanwhile, only two
the
Bar

on

four markets at the
bazar, gutted in a fire

burnt and looted again Jan-
uary 29.

nions of the markets
were negotiating with the
authorities for a permanent
securitly arrangement with
Ansar personnel on guard.
Presently, a group of 15 to 20
policemen were guarded the
markets on a temporary ar-
rangement.

Stagnation

. From Page 1

tor banks non- orming.

Another BIDS research
fellow, Dr Abu Abdullah
pointed out a stagnation in
:%riculture in 1991-94 fiscal

ter a modest growth of 2-3

r cent during the previous
ive years and blamed it
mainly on faulty supply of
fertiliser and crunch in irri-
gation expenditure.

Prof Rehman Sobhan, Ex-
ecutive Chairman of the Cen-
tre for Policy Dialogue, said
the real crisis was that
ple were not aware of the
stagnation in crop production
since 1989-90 and there was
no indication from the gov-
ernment or the donors.

He also pointed at the ab-
sence of government utratc%r
to cope with the crisis. An
still there is no planning for
facing such a crisis in future,
he said.

Prof Muzaffar Ahmed, who
carried out the education
part of the CPD review, ob-
served that qualitative in-
vestment in education and
health sectors remained low

Bahauddin. Rupali editor
Mustafizur Rahman and
Dainik Janata editor Asadur
Rahman.

Ittefaq editor Anwar Hos-
sain Manju and Al-Amin edi-
tor Alhaj Mogbul Hossain also
attended the meeting.

Awami League leaders Ab
dus Samad Arzad, Abdul Man
nan, Abdul Momen. Zillur
Rahman, Tofael Ahmed. ASM
Kibria, Abdul Jalil. Suranjit
Sengupla, Mozaffar Hossain
Paltu. Matia Chowdhury and
Prof Abu Saveed were pre

while a huge investment took
place for quantitative expan-.
Slor.

Working hard to
nead biggest
family:

DUBAI. Feb 1: A father of
22 sons and 20 daughters
says he is working hard to
head the higﬁust family in
this Gulf Arab country, re-
ports Reuter.

"If God wills. | may get 60
sons." Salim Juma P-I‘Lgar&k.
who says he is in his forties,
told the Daily Khaleej Times.

The United Arab Emirates
national lives with his three
Indian wives and 42 children
under one roof in the Emi-
ralte of Ras al Khaimah Three
babies are due within the
next three months He has
four ex-wives,

‘'He says he follows the
ternets of Islam and never
lives with more than three
wives at a time.” the paper
said of the man who works as
a muezzin. calling the fa‘thful
to prayer.

"His family would have
been larger had nine boys

and ﬁt“! ot died shortly
after birth " 1t said

The man reputed te hoid
the record 1n athering chil-
dren was Ramess [l of an
cient Egvpt who ruled from
1304 BC to 1237 BC 1s said

ir have [athered 2000 chil
dren

police against °

on

this correspondent that many
of them favoured the idea of
on
y as an expression of
government's

weeks after reconstruction of

ovember 27, over 100
shops in the market were

Blast at iftar
party: 3 hurt

Three people, including a
Eliccman. were injured in
mb explosion du an if-

tar party at the Nurjahan
Road Community Centre in
the city’'s Mohammadpur area

yesterday, reports ;
Police said unknown mis-

creants hurled several bombs
at the gate of the community
centre just before the {ftar
time. |

The iftar party was hosted
by Advocate Khandaker Ma-
habubuddin,

Police lathicharge
AL procession

in Bogra: 35 hurt

BOGRA, Feb 1: Some 35
people, including six journal-
ists, were injured during a
clash between police and
;:{:lmi lli.eaguc workers at

matha here to-
day, remmliﬂﬂ.

The clash erupted when
police resorted to lathicharge
on a joint procession of

Awami League, Jubo League

and Chhatra League, brought
out in protest of the arrest of

some local Chhatra League
leaders.

Several bombs were ex-
ploded during the clash and
the police was pelted with
brick bats.

The journalists said police
beat them u? while they were
dischar duties.

The Injured and

hoto journalists Include

flon Rahman of Bhorer
Kagoj, Abul Kalam Azad
Thanda of Daily Chandni-
bazar, Rashedul Rokon
of Daily Satmatha and Masu-
dar Rahman Rana of Daily

HMMLBanl( rate

From Page 1
rates of interest on
and fixed de ts to 6

'hlke. the central bank said
the increased rates on sav-

nxdﬂxuddt#t-mﬂd
g?nuragtd:poﬂ s to save

and keep money in banks.
“Bank d ts are

the measures.”

The additional deposits
and their investment in pro-
ductive sectors are also ex-

pected to infuse sm in
the economic activities, it
added.

In the wake of on-

ary monetary policy, growth
in private-sector credit
aked to 22 per cent in the
ast fiscal year (1994-95),.
utting pressure on inflation.
woop on bank credit by the
central bank., however,
brought the growth down to
about 4 per cent during the
first four months of the cur-
rent fiscal year.

Erosion

From Page 1
now constructing a new road
between Euna.mmj and Ja-
malganj as the was cut
off with the al collapse of
the embankment-cum-link
road.

Sources at the Sunamgan
BWDB said the higher au-]
thorities were informed
about the erosion and plans
were being framed in this re-
gard. Neither the BWDB nor
the R&H has funds to control
the river erosion, sources
there said.

Giving reasons of the dev-
astating river erosien the ex-
perts pointed.

Construction of in
the upstream of the river
across the country, increased
number of motorised boats in
the river and sandy soil in

the banks were the reasons
for the erosion, experts said.

Poetry festival

From Page 1
Syed Shamsul Haq opened
icatival on beh&! of Be-
gum Sufia Kamal, who was
unable to attend due to ill-
ness. Syed Haq read out a
of Sufia Kamal.

In his h. Haq said
the Parishad was committed
to defen poets, as well as
others’ t to free speech
and expression.

The festival declaration,
calling for upholding human
rights and humanity. was
read out by Muhammad
Samad.

The inaugural ceremony
was attended by noted poets
of the country including Mo-
han Raihan. Mazharul [slam
Rafig Azad Rabiul Hussain,
Khaleda Edib Chowdhury
Nurul Huda, Tang Sujat and

visiting Indian ts. Suni
Gangopadhya Buddho Dev
Dasgupta

e festival continues to
day with a seminar on  poetry
and humanity” at 10 am A
reci ation session is sched
uled for 3 pmi The national
poetry award for 1996 97
will be declared at 7 pm

which will he followed h'rl
presentation of poemsa by for-

CIgll poel s



