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An Atlas 2AS rocket lifts off on Wedneuday pad 36-A at
Cape Canaveral Air Force Station, Florida carrying a
Palapa C-1 communications satellite to orbit for
Indonesia. The Palapa C-1 will provide communications
links ranging from Iran to Japan and from Russia to

Australia.

— AFP/UNB photo
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Taiwan elects Speaken ks Dewcantic

demonstration of the ruling Nationalist Party's declining

ower,
egislature by

Democratic Pro
the first vote.

on the Nationalists, who
fled the

politics since they
mainland China in 1949.

its choice for speaker
just one vote Thurada

npponmnn unalau ngl".:ilrl: t'rt}m
Liu Sung-pan gJ;[ea{td h Ming tr.h
essive Party, 81- Bﬂ after an 80-80 tie in

e close vote reflected the weakened state
have dominated Taiwanese

squeaked thruu th:
t a dctt:rmined

cha.[rman of the

Communist takeover of

US consulate closed in Bordeaux:

The US consulate in Bordeaux, southwest French city, the

oldest American diplomatic r

shut down on chn:uda

because of budget cuts, AFF

France.
the 1776 US declaration of

sentation in the world,
er more than 200 years
reports from Bordeaux,

The consulate was established in 1790, 14 years after
. when Bordeaux

was the bi
Consul since the

ggest French Atlantic port.

Rohm't Kiene,

last August of Consul Alan East-

- ham Junior, said on January 3 the closure decision had not

hmnlnmune "Budget restrictions are the cause of this
decision,” he said.

WW II bomb found in London:

%nru of people were advised tnt!:ave their homes early
ursday as army experts worked to defuse an unexploded
World War Il German bomb found in southeast London, AP
reports from London.

A park spotted the 110-pound (50 kg) four-foot
(1.2 metres)-long bomb in an ornamental lake In a
the South Norwood district on Wednudlr It
there undiscovered since being dropped and failing to
:tplndclnan-irrndmlmdmm than 50 years ago.

4 Germans die as balloon smashed:

in
been

A hot air balloon smashed inte a mountain in

central

Switzerland on Wednesday, killing at least ﬁru;r pnopk
Idﬂhntlﬂlltinurmmkmadlnn

in the country’s northeast, police said, AFP reports fmm

Ceneva.
The balloon m hit

brunnen
- altitude of 2,

mlulng
that had taken off with

bz severe turbulence in the Lauter-

against a mountain at an

metrﬂ[ﬂﬂﬂﬂfutl Four of its five pas

mmmmmmuﬁhmum

late lfedneldaﬂnpnllce said. Two other balloons
Germans' were safe.

'Russia not entitled to 'veto’
expansion of NATO'

LONDON, Feb 1: Russian

Forei Minister Y
Pri ov said late W
day that SCOW dhi nnt

consider its had a veto over

the eastward expansion of
- the North Atlantic Treaty Or-

gamsatiun thuugh it oppo.ed
it, reports AFP

quoted by
ITAR-Tass news agency mon-
itored here by the BBC, was

ng in Kiev after talks
with his Ukrainian céunter-
part Gennady Udovenko.

Russia was against such
expansion, Primakov said, but
went on: "This does not mean
that we consider that we are
entitled to 'veto' or entitled
to prphibit certain countries
from joining this military
bloc.”

He said he hop
sian leadership '
age "to find some solutions
with the West and a way out
of the situation."”

Tass quoted Udovenko as
saying that Ukraine's position

Primakov,

the Rus-
ld man-

"coincides with Russia's on

consider thc national mte:rut
of our states should be taken
into consideration.”

Ukraine broadly supports
NATO expansion, which

would ultimately the al-
liance right up to as
western borders.

The Russian news
Interfax r
that
continued to differ about the
consequences of the two
countries’ continuing dis-

t over the future of
tgﬂlackﬁea!"lut.

Primakov said the prob-
lem should be resolved be-
fore Russian President Boris
Yeltsin visits the Ukrainian
capitli,mttl:mltumm news

Yeltsin is due at the end of
March to sign a fﬂcnd:‘hip

tmaly

"Greek PM fights

- off no-confidence
ATHENS, Feb 1:
new Prime Minister Costas
Simitis fought off a parlia-

vote of no-confi-
te Wednesday

1 fire between

e e e i

International

Combat helicopters to patrol frontier villages

NEW DELHI, Feb 1: India
stepped up security on its
Kashmir border today, press-
ing helicopters to guard
[rontier vill S, A8 a cease-
ndian and Pak-
istani troops held fnr the
second day, r 1po

Indian Defence Minll‘lr}r
sources here said a mutual
ceasefire’ put in place on
Wednesday at the line of con-
trol, which splits the Indian
and Pakistani zones of di-
vided Kashmir., remained in
place.

The firing, which began
on January 19, became in-
tense on Friday after a rocket
landed on a mosque in the
border village of uta in
Pakistani-held Kashmir,
killing 20 worshippers.

ings now seem to have

* qutctened down al bit," a se-

Lankan blast to]l 72

COLOMBO, Feb 1: A sui-
cide bombing by suspected
Tamil rebels outside the Sri
Lankan Central Bank here on
Wednesday killed more than
70 people, a senior police of-
ficer said today. adding that
nearly 1.300 remained hospi-

3

talised, reports AFP.

Deputy Inspector General
of Police Mitra Ariyasinghe
told reporters that 72 people
had been confirmed dead in

the bombing and 1,272 were

still in hospital.
At least 40 of the people

killed when a suicide bomber

detonated a struck loaded
with explosives outside the
Central Bank were bank em-

ployees, according to bank
officials. *

Earlier AP says: Rescue
workers on Thursday dug out
10 more bodies from the
burned-out wreckage ‘of
commercial huildings de-

stroyed by a suspected Tamil
rebel suicide bomber.

Using everything f{rom
shovels to earthmovers, the
soldiers and construction
workers said they didn't ex-
pect to find any more sur-
vivors in one of the worst at-
tacks in Sri Lanka's 12-year

civil war.

India steps up security
along Kashmir border

mdor_ military source said of
the ceucﬂre at the border,
which runs across a.h moun-
tainous region in the Hi-
malayan ﬁw%llulla.

Defence sources and
newspapers today said com-
bat helico mH’tzrs patrolled the
héavil tarised border as
security was Iincreased .to
protect clusters of frontier
vill?cu in the Indian zone of
Kashmir.

Paramilitary Border Secu-
rity Force (BSF) personnel
have been also put on a high
security alert in the tense re-
gion, sources added.

The lull came as Prime
Minister PV Narasimha Rao,

who also holds the d:fcnc:
' liu said on Wednesday -

st to
nf?;u-

rlt]r at Itn

"All E)Elibl! utepa to safe-

guard country’s security
and to maintain the highest
possible level of prepared-
ness of the armed forces
were being taken,” newspa-
pers quoted the premier as
saying.
Both New Delhi and Is-
lamabad have accused' the
other of firing the rocket that
hit the mosque and the at-
tack sent tensions soaring
between the two nuclear-ca-
able nations which have
ought three wars since in-
dependence in 1947, two of
them over Kashmir,

At least one Indian er
was killed and seven
wounded by Pakistani fire
since Friday, according to
Indian officials. No military

casualties have been re-:

parted

Rescurers standby at the site of a bomb blast on

Wednesday

at the Sri Lanka Central Bank building

after

suicide bombers rammed an explosive-ladden truck into

thaﬁ-untgatuufthabuilding

— AFP/UNB phato

US decides to withdraw dlglomats from Khartoum
UN asks Sudan to stop backing

UNITED NATIONS, Feb 1:
The Securit Cuuncil called
on Wedne on Sudan tﬂ

hand over Lhru l’ulm.l

last year's assassina at-
ident Hosni Humﬂ and to
stop supporting “terrorist

ties.” reports AP.

In a unanimous vote, the
council demanded that Sudan
"undertake immediate action
to extradite to Ethiopia for
prosecution the three sus-
pects sheltering in the Su-
dan” aflter the June 26 assas-

sination attempt.
Mubarak was in Add
Ababa. the

Organisation of African Unity

when gunmen opened fire on
his car.

The council also urged
Sudan to "desist from engag
ing in activities of mmg
supporting and I'lcilllaung
lerrorist activities™ including

providing them sanctuary.
T IS S

ect ms the
Sudanese

t that an
extensive investigation falled
to turmm up

evidence that the

three suspects, all Egyptian
nationals, were on its terri-

tory.
US Ambassador Madeleine
Albright said the attack was

'‘terrorist activities'

tional who had been based is
Sudan for two s. She

called evidence ol Sud
involvement "cumpcﬂiﬁlmd
convincing” and t Su-

dan's offers of cooperation
"transparently insincere.”

Meanwhile, the United
States has decided to sus-
pend its operations in Sudan
and will evacuate its di
mats and their families
the African country. Clinton
administration officials said
on Wednesday

The m*mrchi airlift fol-
lows a UN Security Council
resolution calling for the ex-
tradition of three

the attempted nmmlunu mltlm

to attend a Mc:rth. carried out Ez EEE“‘“ na- of Em ian President.

A Chechen boy raises his filt lhoutmg lnh-Ruuun nhgnn dunng arally mmlt the
presence of Russian troops in Chechnya in Novogroznenskaya on Tuudn}r

— AFP/UNB photo

ore-launch
Pathfinder off De-
cember 2, 1996, from Cape

"This is actually ﬂl’l‘.

during the Martian summer,
daytime temperatures will be
about while at night

they slip a couple of hundred

f IH
. the
tion in Was

putting out a dlltz
weather report wi
tion gleaned by Pathfinder,

saild David Budov, Mars
Pathfinder project secretary.

Durlry the trip throu
space, lthﬂmler will
guided by both sun sensors
and star sensors and an an-
tenna that lets it communi-
cate with Earth.

Pathfinder will enter the

martian a here — only
about 1 per cent of what's

oes according to

thsonian Insti-
could be
Martian
informa-

'i
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Myanmar masses
troops to attack

Karenni bases

BANGKOK, Feb 1: Myan-
mar troops massed for an as-
sault on the southern out-
posts of ethnic Karenni
rebels along the Thai border
awaited supplies after

tions to the north, a Karenni

AFP.

About 4,000 Myanmar
tr had massed near Kauk
Ka E in the south of Myan-
mar's eastern Kayah state op-

osite the Thai province of
he Mae Hong , and a
party of 70 porters was
escorted into
supplies, the sources said in
a statement.

"I‘he rters, usuall ﬂlr

included mnre

lagers. ucted and
in lerviue
than 10 women, th: state-

| Farrakhan to be
asked to testify

- tive Pete King said on
the ﬂ“%‘“.uf.mg"“
e
himself with the Libyan
leader, who regards the

of Islam, would face ques-

tions from members of a sub-

oSl o mosteogrsr ey

opera ts.

Gaddafi mnnunceﬂut

ﬁ that he and Farrakhan
to

o Mlics the Sl o

mhmritlﬂ in the

United States and that he

to donate one
lars to the Nation

"This would be state ter-

rorist money bei spread
c;l.rraﬁfln s em-

civil rights p. that US

justice officials investigate
whether Farrakhan be

m.wm

US c¢on gressmen |

nominates Wei
for Nobel Pnze

WASHINGTON. Feb
-one mmbern of ﬂlc
on W

ailed Chinese
dissident Wel J for

years in Ellﬂ month on
"We eve that b

would draw atten-
tion to the
dmn-ﬁohm 5
People's of
uuntl'rl transition.” llwy'

reception
WASHINGTON, Feb 1I:

French President Jacques

ththmlmm
from Pres-

ident t'.‘.llntun and the cold
shoulder from some

Democrats who say

found on Earth — at 17,000 metal haunches and roll

mph (27,000 kilometres m
hour). It will slow within
minutes to 900 mph (1,400
kllnmttrfln tptr hour)

its achute opens.

ds later, its red-hot
heat shield will fall away. the
lander will separate from a
protective outer shell and at
an altitude of about 100 feet
(30 metres). a giant cocoon
of air bags will inflates.

The cocooned craft will
bounce before to rest
somewhere in Ares Vallis, an
ancient flood basin likel
contain many kinds of

Flthllddtr 5 llrh

I'Efl'll:"l yl:ﬂl

and
for the 22 pound I'.lﬂ h'.lh-
gram) rover to rise nn its

lrll

down a ramp to the Martian

rate division took hill a;gsl--

the area with '

before Congress

mmmrmmn
wﬂlhelﬁndl};teﬂfyhehm
Congress on to Libya
where he entered
into an alliance Moam-
mer Gaddafi, a US -
tative said, ;

New York rep-

Che Dily Sar 5

E

|

e

Off the Record

source said 'Ihuruda}r reports R

Pil:tm dated July 31 '94 of the Prmr:e of Wales greetmg

~ Lady Romsey. The British Sun newspaper named on

Wednesday Lady Romsey as the mystery woman whose

‘telephon

e conversation to Prince Philip, Queen

Elizabeth's husband was recorded by a radio amateur
who tuned mtu the phone frequency December 21, 1996.

— AFP/UNB photo

Sad news of a
great smoker

BUCHAREST, Romania: The Romanian just doesn't get
it: The Guinness Book of Records no longer rewards peo-

e for
a Stefan

to kill themselves, reports AP.
d reportedly smoked 800 cigarettes in

less than six minutes this week. His previous attempts to

win immortality via Guinness include eating

29 hard-boiled

four minutes and leaping into a lake from a height

m
g’ i 35 feet (41 metres).

"We do discourage that sort of thing,
keswoman Carol Jones, s

Iwndquartmnnwr:dne

" said Guinness
aledng from Guinness' Lon-

e hasn't yet I‘Eﬂ.l: ed the Translylvanian City

¢ messag
of Cluj hometown to 29-year-old Sigmond.

e traveled to

Bucharest, the Romanian capital, on Tuesday for his latest

trytnmtu'ﬂ;emrd book.

He assembled a bundle-like contraption in a city square
and puffed away through a 2-inch (5 centimetre) tube, the
Libertatea nmpngz reported. Talk about secondhand

smoke:
"Iamahltdluy

ked away from flames.
and my head hurts,” Sigmond told Lib-

ertatea afterwards. He stuck to. foreign brands. he said, be-
cause the Romanian brands make him choke.

Dollars flying over

.I‘._r_ TS

station!

HELBHJR’HE Two caches containing barlknotes to-

" lars was

talling more than 400,000 dollars (290,000 US) have been
uncovered near a Iuburban railway station here, police said

ﬂ black barrr.:l containing about 200,000 dollars

was folmli near Balaclava station last week.

Two s shoe bags holding more than 200,000 dol-
nd in the same area Wednesday police said.

It may well be drug money. detective sergeant Malcolm
McGuinness said.

Twins' twin hearts!

- SOUTHAMPTON, England: A British surgeon has per-
formed the same life-saving
three-year-old twin sisters, hospital officials said here

Wednesda
Mhle!m Boyce who were born with the same

heart operation on identical

E:

heart murmur caused by

a narrow heart valve, were Thurs

day recovering in hospital in this southern English po
after consultant lurgmn Robert Lamb's identical thrct+

hour opu'auml..

pufmmed the delicate open heart surgery on the

who were taken into the operating theatre together,
after the other, on Monday last week.

It is thought to be the first time identical twins have

had the
zll were suffering from a condition called
m;nnm lnrth: ntmnﬂn which causes a rmrruwlng of the

US grants transit visa to
Taiwan's vice president

WASHINGTON. Feb 1: The
United States has granted a
visa to Taiwan's V Presi-
dent Li Yuan-Zu for travel

through US cities en route to

other destinations, State De-
partment spokesman Ni-
cholas Burns said Wednesday,

the visa would
February 3 to

would allow Li to
through the United
as he heads to Haiti

He added t.hlt "there will
be no public activities by Vice

President Li" in the United
States during the stop overs.
Li was to transit through
San Francisco on his way to
Haiti to attend the inaugura-
tion of President-elect
Prevel on February 7. and

th Miami on his way
back Elslhndm'amund
12.

AP adds, China has com-

plained to the United States
over a visa given to Taiwan's

vlc: président that allows

him to make US stopovers, a

ﬁvemmcnt spokesman said
ursday

The US Stale department
on Wednesday approved a re-
uest by Li Yuan-Zu to stop in
e United States this month
as the files to and from Haiti
and El Salvador.

Chin has lodged a com-
plaint with the US govern-
ment and demands that it
have only non-official rela-
tions wit{"n Taiwan, Foreign
Ministry spokesman Chen
Jian said.

Li does not plan any dJuhlh:
activities in the ited
States.

Nevertheless, Chins sees
Li's trip as an attempt to split
the country "under the pre-
text of making a Etﬂpﬂ\"tl‘,
Chen said.

"We would like to caution
the Taiwan authorities not to
go further down the road of
splitting the motherland,” he

said.

| Scientists to get ﬁrst look at Mars's composmon in July '97

Mars exploration office.
"Mars is . That's why it's

red, from iron oxide."
Dubov explained that

Pathfinder will do more than

the two missions that
which o ."t - :}E?E'

an ex-
tended w arms to

sample the surface.
In today's dollars, the

ssions Id t
dirs 3 Himmul; nl.n

mrm:um-
ﬁﬂhﬁmmmw

Pathfinder will be arri

wlgﬂh llne of
mtm o bt
oped and qmlﬂr

t t and _
ey
ol Yong said. |

topiversary of

Asian FMs' meet

begins today
PHUKET, Thailand, Feb

Foreign ministers from l

Asian countries btian

ing here toduy for

meetings to out a Jﬂ

strategy ahead of a summit

25 leaders from Asian

mt;pe next month, reports

The meeting will be t

first time a0 many
jeaders will have met to

. hector Ong .
s The which
tomorrow, brings het

TRy
of Southeast
Nations IABMHI and

mntemﬂMm
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