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unchanged, said an eofficial
handout yesterday, reports

55 arms seized

Members of the law en-
fn-n:in;

?

arrested 437
on various charges
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New Polish PM
WARSAW. Feb : Polish

appointed deputy
parliamentary -
imierz .Cimoszewicz as Prime
Minister, PAP news
said today quoting al
sources. Cimoszewicz was
jointly suggested today by the
two ruling parties — his ex-
communist Democratic Left

Alliance (SLD) and the
smaller Polish Peasant My
reports Reuter.
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At least 25 students were
injured in sporadic clashes
between police and students

on the Dhaka University

campus yesterday as the
Pﬂme Minister open
Amar E Boi Mela at
tl:lc Bangla Ac
adjacent to the campus.

Five le were hospi-
talised with bt

Inlurl ; din
£s, accor g‘

None was arrested in con-

| nection  with the violence,

-accarding to police.

ed the

premises

bomb
our

s s
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25 hurt 1n clash 1 with Eolice

By Staff Correspondent

The trouble started
shortly after Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia arrived at
the heavily guarded Bangla
Aca premises to inaugu-
:_'ate: the month-long book
air.

A series of crude bombs
were exploded and several
rounds of shot were fired on
the campus as the PM was
inaugurating the book fair.

Police lobbed tear gas
shells and used batons to
disperse student marchers
who were demonstrating

Series of processions,
~ blasts at DU

against the PM's visit to the
campus and protesting
Wednesday's police 'raid’ in

" two DU dormitories that left

at least 200 students injured.
. A tense situation was pre-
vailing in and around the DU
since yesterday as activists of
differerfit students' organisa-
tions, predominantly female

students. tmk positions at
different po
Stlﬂtrtd prnctasiuns

tried to march towards the
venue of the book fair in their

See Page 12 Col 3

DU teachers
stage sit-in

By DU Coirespondent

More than 100 teachers of
the Dhaka U staged a
sit-in on the street. in front of
the TSC yesterday mnrning

when police utupg a
mou procession brought
out by thcm to protest

Wednesday's incid:nts on the

“The

he Dhaka Universit
Teachers’ Association {BUT
later at an emergen

meeting d:cided c{at the
DU teachers would not con-
duct any examinations of the
university till February 8 as a
large number of students, in-
jured in police attack, were
still under treatment.

The university teachers
including the leadérs of t'he
DUTA gathered at the
jeo Bangla and brought nut
the mourning procession at

See Page 12 Col 3
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Jnti}-ntabadl Chhatra Dal members welcoming Prime Minister Begum I{haleda Zm
she was coming to open the Ekushey Book Fair at the Bangla Academy vesterday.

P govt believes | in toleance PM

— Star Phutu

The Prime Minister {es
terday opened a month- nﬁ
‘Amar Ekushey Book Fair’ an
Rzu ramme at Bangla

a y. urging all to exer-
cise democratic tolerance for
building a society the lnn-

wwﬁ,_..

“The spirit of Eku.lhe)r is

the spirit of our national
unity. Ekush embodies
ﬂnuri;hment ol our demo-
cratic values and teaches us
to tolerate others opinion
and maintain peaceful coexis-
tence.” Begum Khaleda Zia
said inaugurating the function
against the backdrop of
demonstration by a section of
students.

"Let’s reflect this teaching
in every sphere of our na-
tional lm.- Let the spirit of

Ekushc?r uur guidc in our
march forward.,” she said in
her call.

The Prime Minister said
her government had adopted
the principles of tolerance
durlng the last five years for

See Page 12 Col 1
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| At least 10 people were
ln ured and more than 60

les damaged in sporadic
incldcnts of violence and
|clash in different parts of the
country yesterday.

The incidents in Dhaka,
Chittagong, Comilla and
Nara anj were a sequel to
the ’'police attack’ on stu-
dents of Dhaka University
Wednesday, according to re-
ports.

In the city, a number of
stray incidents includin
bomb attacks at the GPO an
damaging and burning of ve-

Sequel to DU incident
Violence in city,
elsewhere

By Staff Correspondent

hicles took place.

At least 10 people were
injured in violence at Mo-
hakhali, Chankharpool, Bak-
shi Bazar, Shahbagh. Zero
Point and ndhu Av-
enue, according to DMCH
and fire service sources,

Post Master General
{PMG] SF Reza, talking to

e Daily Star said that a
ﬁruu p of unidcntiﬂl:d people
rled a powerful bomb at
the counter uf the GPO at
around 11:10 am yesterday.
Following the incident, it

See Page 12 Col 1

Awami League President
Sheikh Hasina once again
asked the government to
stop the ur:u'm:--l:nlrt:,r elec-
tion has al dy jacted 11!:1!'-“”‘

as ailready re this
"mockery”, reports U *

"This gwarnmmt wﬂl
have to stop the farcical
to pave the way for co r:t—
ing elections under a neutral,
non-party caretaker rm-
m:nt" she said while ex-

f vﬂim with the edi-
tnrs of different news s
at her p 'S Dhanmom-
fice yest

She said it is clear to all
that the BNP was not accept-
ing the demand for elections
under caretaker government

just for cl]nﬁn
“They (B Fwant to uta

in power thruugh rl%lgln Su
they are tryi Id the
polls with 'I'.ht illtru of '75,
excluding all the opposition
political parties and ignoring

40 hurt as police,
AL activists
clash at N'ganj

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGAN., Feb 1: At
least 40 were injured,
seven them critically, in
clashes between the police
and Awami League activists
here this evening.

The clash erupted when a

ch procession of AL, Jubo
protesting the tal ice
attack on the dents in
the Dhaka University halls,
went on a

Fcunﬁm on

1

| Erosion threatens
Sunamganj town

By Mizan Ali back from Sunamganj

Sunamganj town is facing

a threat due to continuous

erosion of the town protec-

tion nmhmkmmt by the
Surma.

river

of the
embankment in Waifkhali and
Tokghat Bazar areas under
the municipality have been
washed away in last one
month, according to sources
in the Water De-
velopment Board (BWDB) in

Sylhet- Sunamgln road
link will be snap if the
erosion continues unabated.

The :mbmlkmc- nt was also
glu:l as a link :lnad be;]m
una j and Jamalgan
mgan ganj

A noted economist yes-
terday warned that the up-
turn in economy showed
increased investment in re-
cent months had been re-

strained, an-
other s siagnation, re-
] B.
"It seems that the

achievements in the macroe-
con have been slacken-
ing," said Prof Wahiduddin
Mabhmood. Chairman of the
Economics Department of
m g h the
views wit
:llmherl of the Ecomomic
" Forum (ERF).

The Centre for Dia-
logue in collaboration with
the ERF organised the dis-
nce with
tEcmmic Reform: A Review

the Rational Press Ehsb to

dhtﬂilﬂlmﬂth

-[Mldmmrlm

The Roads and Highways
(R&H) department, respon-
sible for the maintenance of
the embankment abandoned
it six years back after it found
flaws in the construction. Ac-
cording to R & H officials, it
was erroneously built at the
river's bend.

Su nj Municjpal au-
thorities claimed that they
have been asking the R&H to
handover the embankment-
cum-road to it as the area
was under the Municipality.
But neither it was handed
over to the Municipality nor
any measure was the
R&H to protect the erosion,

lhcg alleged.

xperts believe, although

the embankment was faulty,

the erosion could have been

temporarily slowed down if

maintenance work was done.
The R&H., however, is

B‘c.cPagelEmlB

Bangabazar now
to remain closed
during hartal

By Staff Correspondent

The B r market in
the city will now remain
closed during the 8-hour
hartal tomorrow, called by
the mainstream Opposition.
Sho were earlier di-
vided -over whether to keep
the market open tomorrow
as the has called a
hartal from 6 am to 2 pm.

Union leaders of the mar-
ket told The Daily Star that a
section of the shopkeepers
pleaded that the market
should remain open on the
hartal day. Later, an -
ment to keep the
closed was reached
consultation with them,
one top union leader.

Meanwhile, witnesses llid
vehicles could not
roads adjacent to
for over an hour

two groups of sh
over keeping the nurhtt
open on the hartal day. When

See Page 12 col 7

rease in savings, a low in-
tion and piled up foreign
exchange reserve would
an opportunity for the coun-
try's economic development
if the rate of investment
could have been increased.
But, Prof Mahmud noted,

the economic indicators
started mowvi in reverse di-
rection since t April when

forex reserve began eroding
while th:m;'ate of savings
dropped current account
deficit rose.

The private-sector credit
expanded significantly last
year. indicating a E:ck up in
economy ending the stagna-
tion. he said. information
that private-sector credit

gc‘r by 22 per cent in 1994

But a fat food bill durin
the credit expansion cau

in -Mr:h foreed the
& te
rein in c t growth, he

bank was

Fresh economw stagnatwn feared

sald, referring to the recent
central bank Measures.

According to him, credit

only by 4 per cent in

rst four months (July-Octo-

bef) of the current fiscal

which might stand at best at
12 per cent at the year-end.

All could be avoided, the
economist said, if local con-
sumption tax as well as in-
come tax had been increased
with the liberalisation of im-

rt which caused consump-
tmn liberalisation.

But, in reality, income
from direct tax remained
well bellow the target for last
two years. he said. fearin
that the tax-GDP ratio coul
show downslide again in fu-
ture.

While indicating a possi-
ble uneasy situation in exter-
nal sector, Dr Mahmood

asserted that the devaluation
done recently by the central

not enough.

"According to me, we have to
do more real devaluation.”

He also called for political
motivation for increase in re-
source mobilisation in order
to raise investment level fur-
ther.

Taking part in discussion,
Debapriya Bhattach 8-
tioned the industrial growth
rate calculated by the
Bangladesh Bureau of Statis-
tics (BBS).

Claiming that the indus-
trial growth rate is at least
1.7 times inflated, he said
there Is no credibility of the
rating. "Statistics are politi-
cally influenced before pub-
lishing.”

Bhattacharya, a senior re-
search fellgw of BIDS. also
found 33 per cent of the en-
tcrgrinru registered during

1-84 period missing
while 40 El‘ cent of term
loan given the private-sec-

See Page 12 col 7

“
noon due to a row between

e .

No alternative to
agitation: Hasina

the demand of the people
The BNP is trying tc re-
vert the country to '88 hy
dishonouring the democracy
‘Hasina said, “adding
that demanded_ at
least three elections under

caretaker Wmnem to sta-
bilise democracy and ensure

peace.

Referring to the police at-
tack on the utudenﬁ at the
Jagannath Hall of Dhaka Uni-

versity, the o tion leader
said :::rhe "mgfu.:;n attack”
reminded the torture of
1971.

People of the country
were iuaulng their days in
utmost uncertainty, law and
order situation d:tcﬂnrnted
further and reign of terror
and torture continued
throughout the country, she
said.

There is no alternative to
the movement to save the

See Page 12 col 6
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festival
By Staff Correspondent
The Jatiya Kabita Utsab

Q-E (national Eo:tr}r festival),

ganised by the Jatiya Kabita
Fariuhad began yesterday at
the TSC of the Dhaka Uni-
versity amidst the tense sit-

uation prevailing on thé cam-

With a call for the nurtur-
ing of m ul art and cul-
ture and the creation of an
anti-communal society, the
two-day 10th festival was in-
augurated at 4:30 pm. two
hours behind schedule, in
front of the TSC building.

President of the Parishad

See Page 12 col 8

EC rejects
Saifur's
petition

By Staff Correspondent

The Election Commission
(EC) yesterday rejected the
review petition of Finance
Minister M Saifur Rahman,
ruling party nominee for the

comin eneral elections
from Moulvibazar-3, sources
in EC said.

Sajfur Rahman had filed
the petition seeking cancelia-
tion of his sole ri Misbahur
Rahman Chowdhury's nomi-
nation paper claiming that
Misbahur did not si the

declaration paper confirming
that he was not contesting
from more than five con-
stituencies.

The EC heard the peti-
tioner and the -:lcfendant on
Wednesday and said that it
would give its decision the
next day.

EC sources said that in his
note to reject the review pe-
tition., the Chief Election
Commissioner said that the
‘'omission of the signature
was a mere technical defect’
which did neot justify cancel-
lation of anybody's nomina-

tion paper.

Bank rate

to 6.5 pc

Bank rate got another
raise by 0.50 percentage
point to 6.50 per cent. sig-
nalling the authorities’ con-
tinued efforts to squeeze
credit to private sector, re-

UNB.

A Bangladesh Bank an-
nouncement yesterday said
the new bank rate, enhanced
from earlier rate of 6 per
cent, took immediate effect.

This is the third raise in
bank rate in few months
which, a central bank official
said, aimed to make credit
costlier and thus ease infla-
tionary pressure.

The Bangladesh Bank yes-
terday also raised the lowest

See Page 12 col 8
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issue

It will be available throughout this month in
all important newsstands of the country.
The Baily Star — we try to serve our readers
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|Fashion Spe-|
|cial will hit the
stands on Sun-
i {day. This 24-]
page, 4-colour
tabloid (10"x15")
|printed on im-
{ported offset
paper is inde-
pendent of the

regular
and priced at

|Tk 20.00 per

. COpY-
Please ask your hawker for your copy
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