Britain's Princess Diama leaves Brown's Hotel in
l.ondon's Mayfair after a private lunch with the
American Correspondents Association on Monday. The
Princess of Wales is still consulting her lawyers over a
possible divorce from Prince Charles, the Prince of
Wales. — AFP/UNB photo

[ ] .
Blast damages mosque in Russia: A
powerful bomb on Tuesday severely damaged a ue in
the capital of an ethnically troubled region of southern
Russia. a news .agency reported, AP reports from
Vladikavkaz, Russia.

The bomb exploded about 4 am (0100 GMT) and
destroyed one of the walls and the interior decorations of a
mosgque be]un%ing to the main Islamic authorities in the
region ol Nort ssetia in the Caucasus Mountains, the
ITAR-Tass news agency said. The blast shattered windows
in neighbouring houses, but there were no injuries.

12 killed in China bus plunge:

Twelve migrant workers were killed and 63 others injured
when their bus plunged into a ravine in southern Chma it
was reported yesterday, AFP says from Hong

Eight men and four women were killed mntantl]r when
the privately chartered bus taking them home for lunar
new year celebrations in Anhui province left the road and
plunged into a 70-metre (234 -ft) ravine in Meizhou,
Guangdong province, late Sunday, newspapers said.

UN extends Lebanon mission:

The Security Council voted unanimously Monday to keep
its peacekeeping force in Lebanon for, q‘mﬂwr sbg_ months,
AP reports from United Nations.

Some 4,600 UN peacekeepers patml a bufier zone in

south Lebanon abowve the Israeli border. The area overlaps
an Israeli-occupied strip. The council also reiterated its
strong support for the territorial integrity. .sovereignty
and independence of Lebanon within its internationally
recognized boundaries.” The UN force was deployed in
1978 after an Israeli invasion.

Arafat arrives in Sweden: on
hours after a top Israeli aide conferred with Swedis
oilicials, Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat arrived Monda
for a 24-hour stay including meetings with royalty ai
government members. AP reports from Stockholm.

3 killed in NZ plane crash.m

i honevmooners and an Irish wnman tourist were
people killed in Monday's crash of a New Zea aud

commuter plane, police said yesterday, Reuter from
Wellinigton,
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WASHINGTON. Jan 30
The United States on
condemned india’s test-
of a ballistic missile a

both india and its rival
istan not to develap such
weapons, reports Reuter.

India on Saturday success-
fully tested a longer-range
version of its medium- rmge
Prithvi missile, ca
carrying nuclear -&b

"Our pesition is that the

t of ballistic mis-
siles, the test firing of ballis-
tic missiles, the m
of this kind of tec
net a good idea.” State
partment spokesman ]'H-
cholas Burmns said

3 "We énc both India

and Pakistan to forgo any
kind of ballistic missile’ de-
velopment programme be-
cause we think it is destabil-
ising the subcontinent.” he
told reporters.

Burns dismissed sugges-
tions that India had to de-
velop the missile because of
Pakistan's reported acquisi-
tion of Chinese M-11 mis-
siles.

"l den't think that kind of

c is to achieve sta-
bility or peace on the sub-
continent,” he said.

Bui he also said the test-
ing should not give Pakistan
and excuse to build up a

to develop missile tech

Off the Record

sman Nicholas Burns fest

of missiles by India.

ﬁmm irigger a response in Pak-

wm-ﬂhmm
ra

Burns Insisted that India
and Pakistan have to excuse
to emsulate each other in the
acquisition or development

or - deployment of ballistic
miissiles

The US, Burns indicated
would itself tighten export
comntrols and would try to
persuade other G-7 countries
and Russia to do likewise.

“We will have discussions
with both the Indian and
I'lktltm governments about

very, strong ho
tht there will be b :!;
the mhmttnmt that both
states will take actions in
Iyw' of peace and stabil-

Burns claimed that the in-
ternational comumunity thinks
it would be inadmissibie for
one siaie to acquire ballistic
missiles just because another .
m: has tested one.

encourage
and Pakistan teo
kind of ballistic

 DUSHANBE, Tajikistan.
Jan 30: Peace talks between
the Tajik government and
Muslim opposition leaders
resumed on Monday while
the nt faced new
unrest in the eastern moun-
tains and two separate mu-
tinies former warlords,

ing the Moscow-prop
overnment of Pr
Rakhmonov.

On the ever of the talks

Rakhmonov rep

r:p:rh chief negotiator. Foreign | eration is one of the greatest
negotiations, medi- Minister Nazarov took | threats to global stability
llndnc? U'.lc United Nations, over from Makhmad said That in part is one reason
in Ashgabat. the capi- Ubaidullayev, first uty | we are having a G-7 summit
tal of Turkmenistan, a fellow premier in charge of in Moscow in April to talk
Central Asian nation. the In- and security about that and prolifera-
The bisk ToeD SO AR A0 vl nacded cloar taataciale and Sompo.
The last r was needed in the capital be- | clear materials and com

can be used o ab;
kurmmnu_ said

id Iﬁlt the US is

on December 21.

“,Ch'" opposition negotia-
Turadzhonzoda

demanded that a council of

:
1

giel1

missile force. national reconciliation be set ver hard to

hmmmww mWﬂw an army near bu:lex;r:u‘lmtmlu.
liftjm is l};l'wu; the i H ff..,. iy Tyube, 2‘; The US is also as- — o
of ballistic missiles, tro it town sistance to other coun = '
g of Dalerc aisatten. T ot m& e 4 mmlﬂ" sy ltu:l:l e Latoya Jackson, a sister of US singer Mmhael Jackson,
and acquisition of this kind of ers of Muslim fl-lﬂ:l-lﬂ!‘nm ernment _.ze de- S aiid !Z‘.I in a new role ﬂfmﬂdll late on Suﬂdﬂ)" as she hﬂlm top
techno ugy is not a !Nd and democralic groups, fMled manded the of on — to en their ex- Italian dﬂl‘lﬂ'ﬂﬂf Mattioli shows his Spnngaﬂlml'
idea,” US State Deplrtmmt to Afghanistan afier being de- _ city and police port controls, he said. 1996 collections. - —AFP/UNB photo

-'Civﬂianglwtto

"'%sb; W |

NIAMEY Jan 30: N 'S
new military ruler said
day he would appoint an all-
civiian government but de-
clined to say when it would
take office, AFP.

Speaking at a meeting
with public administration
officials, Colonel Ibrahim
Barre Mainassara asked them
to submit suggestions for a
Frimf] minister who b
ogether competence,
rience and credibility.” i

le: said the
would be com only of
civilians but mﬂ?ﬂm Ejn
ister would not have the lllt
say on cabinet ministers “so

that he will not choose
ple who dn nnt mt LE
criteria " '

Japanese MPs.

nominate Wei for -|.

Nobel Peace Prize

TOKYO, Jan 30: Eight
members of Japan's -
ment have a letter
mmi::iating imprisoned Chi-
nese democr campaigner
Wei Jingsheng for the Nobel
Peace Prize. a legun.latnr said
Tuesday. reports AP

Tadatuahi Akiba, a mem-
ber of the coalition's
Social Democratic Party. said
he hopes to gather Zﬂ ﬂa
tures from icgi:latnr: re
the February.

|- : : pital in the southern town of Chetumal,

Enormous

MEXICO CITY: A 28-year-old housewife has
to a baby weighing 15. pounds (7.2 kg.

to be the t:?l‘ﬂ
said on Mo

Jorge {;urualr.:

China to use foree to prevent
Taiwanese independence

hos-
said that both '
inother and daughter were doing well despite the baby's

Sl L

director of the Morelos maternity

HONG KONG, Jan 30: news

said mnpl
China would use forece to pre-

poper set time for recovering Tai
mﬂm any timetable hr

_.'r

vent Taiwanese indepen- ﬂ. Hr-r York Times article The two of them are well at home. Theyre both fine,”
dence, a Beijing govern- with Taiwan in a EI:I US officials he told Reuters.
ment-backed newspaper said speech was likely to as m for The baby was delivered by caesarean section at 0020
tnd}y reports Reuter. make later lodiy :tuch on Taiwan local tune on January 9. Doctors believe the mother's dia-
China will use non- The mass-circulation d'l'.l:r the Island's tial betes could have caused the girls' high birthweight, Gonza-
means to any China Thnes said Li, who was on March 23. China has lez said.
ces wishing to the expected to make the speech official comment. Mother Patricia Perera Vidal had given birth earlier to

maotherland whether they
overscas or in Tai-

wan.” Ta Pao newspa-
as one of

r. regard
gﬂl’lﬂ'a mouthpieces in Hnng

Meanwhile, Chinese
2;-::!:: Li Peng warned to-
that any attempt to sepa
rate arch rival Tatwan from
China would fail. the Xinhua

babies of above-average weight, one 9.9 pounds and the
other 121 pounds ( 4.5 and 5.5 kg). One died but the
ather is healthy.

| The newspaper report co. Saddam GENIEY, vty st Every kid's dream
SR Y DU Sy suﬂ'ermg from Bt ws &4’ Thwanéae- com: GATINEAU, Quebec: More then 150 veluntetrs whe
announce a timetable for re- of the Chinese nation as a searched all night for two young brothers should have

covering Taiwan, which it has whoele is doomed to failure - started In the logical place. Toys-RUs, repects AP,

Antony Cerezo, 8B, and his brother Jerome. 6. m

found safe and sound when manager Michel mT
opened the store Monday mowning, police Sgt.

ryegarded ad a renecgade

WMIM
“The Chinese Communist

Xinhua quoted Li as saying.
“There is only one China
nﬂt“ﬂlndTm ism

and the of it," La St
the one " prin- said that but for harsh win- E.nm Be t i oy
ciple” and its determination ter weather he would swim m first ijing .,;}[ lgmaﬂﬁucvcrykidsdmm_;nhchcmupmamy
| on reunifying the-motherland across the Tigris River to 5y -point proposal for store overnight, and they sealised their dream.” Leagault
is nek to be shaken.® the : reunification by President said. "They played cops and robbers, rode bikes and played

ball.”
When the novelty wore off. Legault said, the boys
apparently broke a small window in an attempt to get out.

said.
It said the handover of the
British colony of Hong

and Communist Party Chief

Jh1hah|r'lm'1:r chan.gta mlghl

in mid-1997 was the firs blulr toward owur occur in the wav in which u ;
towards reunification to us to re in the mﬂup m}r Taiwvan is e i;lt:edel[:] ﬂ.’ltl' til:':mb?ysi e m worried mal.l-'"-
hcgi]am:lbythl:mi to reveal the to our chosen. cannot change Y Bl g hey haven't slept very much,
tion of the Port great people and our the fact that Taiwan is a part NEE
ry Macau, in 1999, a.m:l nation,” the official Iragi of China and its leaders are They went to the store by lhnnselm Sunday afternoon
Taiwan. China has never News monitored in leaders of a region in and were accidentally locked in.
before set a timetable for re- qi " Li said. referring to Antony said they fell asleep in a playhouse and when

unification.
Meanwhile, a top Taiwan

they woke up there was nothing to de but play and eat
choeolaie Easter egys.

iwan's presidential elec-
s due in March.

Buaman Muslim refugees demunstrate outside the building of the Ihternahnna.l
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) on Monday in Tuzla. The refugees, most of them
women from the former Mushm enclave of Scrbrenica, ransacked the headquarters of the
ICRC smashing windows and doors to protest continued silence over the fate of missing

Muslim civihans.

— AFP/UNB photo

Priest, nun to be jailed in l

India for convertmg
~ tribesmen g e

NEW 1:.»;:::..;{_’1::Il Jan 30: After ]m quoted Bis ik AW
a k. e PR e
wmm J:_ﬁl'. . a s as saying in ’ L Gk
an Indian nun to be jailed for Father Birje and Sister }|
ﬁnﬂ m to Christianity e iviae th g coutts
in a central Indian state, a E:hi@ﬂmun,mti.‘:enﬂmm,

per said. i
= Evan and mlm-
ies from the West have .
come to India . to con
tribal people. Some of India's
al inhabitants still live |

newspa
reports AP. .

alised them on  in forests and wildermess ar-
flimsy grounds, the Indian and voodoo and
witc
Judge C L Patel said the For . in 1995 nine :
F:ulm:rsinna weren't carried. Americans lo to an Ky
out against the wishes of the evangelical group based in .
tribals. But he said he -  Texas were sent after a
ished Belgian priest Lousi C prayer rally they
. - Sister Vrid- organised in the remote
dhi Ekka. 50, for not eastern state of Orissa.
local authorities inf
about their work in the re- In the Birje-Ekka case, 19 |

tribal families — a total of 94
people — converted to Chris-
tianity in 1988 the
Bﬂﬂﬂﬂ priest’'s stay in the
area. A church also was built
in their with the funds

provided by Birje.

mote Sargunja district of -
Pradesh state.

"The fact that the law has
been followed in letter and
not in spirit rankled senior
members of the Catholic
church.: tht ncwupapcr

l._ ¥ A - | . o P i . -:: :__-‘:, ,. G Pl o F -.
Singer Neil Diamond (L) helps country music superstar Garth Brooks hold the trophies
he won on Monday at the Amernican Music Awards 1n Los Angeles, California. Brooks
won awards for favourite country male artist, favourite country album and favounte

overall artist of the year. — AFP/UNB photo

-

Truce ends with
rocket attack

on Kabul

KABUL. Jan 30: A gov-
ernment-offered ceasefire
collapsed on Monday when
rival rebels rocketed and
bombed the beleaguered
Afghan capital, killing one
person and wounding three
others. reports AP.

The attacks were the first
rebel assaults on Kabul since
January 21 when President
Burhanuddin Rabbani offered
a ceasefire to his enemies to
mark the Islamic holy munlh
of Ramadan.

Eyewitnesses said several
rockets landed near the his-
toric Blue Mosque in Kabul's
rocket ruined suburb of Karte
Se in the southwest of the

city.

PARIS, Jan 30: President
Jacques Chirac has learned a
painful political lesson: In the
1990s, the cost of nuclear
tests is too high for even the
world's toughest leader, re-
ports AP,

Chirac’'s decision Monday
to cut short his hotly con-
tested series of underground
nuclear tests in the South
Pacific was almost a foregone
conclusion. From the mo-
ment last June when he an-
nounced that France would
break a three-year interna-
tional moratorium on nuclear
testint{[, Chirac had opened
himself up to harsh criticism.

France's bold new conser-
vative president pushed too
far. In the end, he ended up
nearly buried in the diplo-
matic fallout of what mush-
roomed into, politically at
least. a nuclear nightmare.

“Cost of French N-tests in

“"Obviously his advisers led
him to error," said Remi

. Parmentier. chairman of the

environmental up Green-

peace's Paris office. "The les-

son te be learned is the need
for greater tra.ns? and
rcill public consultation.”

On Monday evening, a
beaten Chirae went on state
television and announced
that the final series of nu-
clear tests — ori ly envi-
sioned as eight ts, later
trimmed to six or seven —
was over. Last Saturday's det-
onation deep beneath Fan-
gataufa Atoll in French Poly-
nesia was the sixth, and
Chirac said it would be the
last.

Practically overnight,
France had become a virtual

pariah on the world stage,
especially in the s of
nations of the South Pacific, a

Mandela gets
U Thant peace

1 S Pacific too high for Chirac

region it had led and shaped - mark, Spain, Norway and m different signal by deto- French winemakers winced
for 200 years. - Sweden — or the tenacity of warheads beneath the when the evening news Wa.rd
H“Ch “'“5 at ﬁa’h: Chirac Greenpeace. which fought seas of French Polyne- showed angry Austrahans d
his - France bitterly and hﬂﬂﬁ.li sia. pouring bottles of Beaujolais JOHANNESBURG. Jan 30
mﬂ:ltar{l muule would im- In a series of colourful By resuming testing.  out onto the sidewalks South African President Nel-
is standing among  high-seas protests, Green- = France joined China as the At home ( hirac's conser son Mandela was awarded the
world leaders and Nt France peace thrust Chirac's 7- only other nuclear power 1o vative Rally for the Republic | [; Thant Peace Award here
to the status of superpower mnnth old governmemnt into test wea of mass  party stuck with him thrr;.;ﬁh on Mondav by United Natrons
after 14 years of Socialist rule .-t-n.rﬁ of televi- desiruction since 1992 plummeting popularity S | peace envov Sn ¢ Inmov. re
under his predecessor, the u-lnn lights. Fremch Navy scientists and mili to the batter end. In a state- | Lo Xinhua
late Francois Mitterrand. commandos repeatedly tary analysts still fear the fall-  meni issued Monday, party Kaadets was ihE wecana
Some key allies — the boarded and seized Green- out developing nations  secretary general Jean Fran SR AT AN e tecEive The
United States, Britain amd Eeace protest ships, and the to develop nuclear cois Mancel saluted Chirac | 0009 (ollowing the Anglican
Germany them muted lysee Palace uemad help- capability or worse to use for ‘guaranieemg the future | ar hhishop Desmond Tutu
their tﬁ!ﬂ B ,and an em- less in dealing with the nuclear weapons they might ol the country and the secu The peace award was i re
boldened Chirac began inevitable public relations already have. rity of his fellow ritizens e el U Yhagar

traying France's mpuclear nightmare. French trade in the South S Uhimnoy . who s on A

as the cornerstone of a Perhaps most seriously, Pacific lost some ground, and But many of those 56 mil two micii'h pedce four ol

new E n defence. Chirac's decision to resume  Australia canceled a dirs 360 o0 compatriots are S0t MO A g ] Setibabwe

But Chirac didn't count on  nuclear testing undermined million jet order from French ists, not onservatives  hira IS eXpete g T retutil o New
the explosive anger of Aus- efforts to promote the Com-  defence giant Dassault Avia must now get on with the 1y o ety
tralia, New Zealand, Japan rehensive Tes Ban Treaty. . Economic boycotts of bBusiness of governing a na Heasguern s af L Thant
and other nations of the m the beginning, Chirac mch made goods were re tion embnttered by his ti.s1s prace Awand cochude tormer
South Pacific, the deep dis- umlsc::l to sign the pact peatedly threatened. and tenee To recund & - world Sovier deader Mikhail G
trust of longtime’ European negotiated in Geneva, ¢ though they were never or Aatly vast ot Frgsiee s malitans Bac ey aned catholic nun
trading partners like n- hut is government sent a ganized on any glohal level ikl Mather Trresy



