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PM and the Book Fair

Prime Minister can go anywhere she wants.
She must go wherever she feels she needs to
go. But the question is should she go every-
where she can? More specifically speaking
should she open the Ekushey Book Fair tomor-
row? As the Prime Minister, as the chief of a
democratic ?nlitlcal party, and most lmﬁor-
tantly, as a leader of the people, Begum Zia's
foremost concern is the safety and security of
her people. If her visit can be the cause of pub-
lic unrest, if her presence can become the
cause of some sort of conflict, then should she
go to such a place? With massive police support
and plainclothe law enforcement ple, the
Prime Minister can go wherever . chooses
to. We can visualise a scene where ‘massive
show of force Begum Zia can enter the Dhaka
University campus and open the Book Fair and
return safely. But will that be a befitting act for
a political leader.

On the contrary, for the sake of public peace
and to avoid conflict she can chose to cancel
her programme. We know many will say, it will
appear to be a defeat for her..Her party sup-

ers will say such an act will demoralise her
JCD enthusiasts. Well, the real defeat of a t-
ical leaders is when his or her act leads to
avoidable violence, and loss of innocent lives,
as we saw in the case of Khulna. Yes, her can-
cellation of tomorrow's programme may be
gloated over by the opposition as'a vi . But
we assure the PM that such ‘gloating’ will be
that of fools. For people will understand that
she cancelled her trip, not out of fear of the
opposition or out of a sense of defeat, but for a
greater concern for safety and peace. |

We urge Begum Zia to rethink her pro-
gramme, as she did in the case of her district
tours. If that change did not look like defeat,
neither will this. Please remember that the
Ekushey Book Fair has into the biggest
and longest event in the country, and into a

. veritable festival for writers, publishers and

book lovers. Imagine how all concerned will
feel if this eagerly awaited and extremely
cherished event is marred because it was more
important to save our Eglns than this well-loved
event, not to mention life and property that
may come to harm. We have seen on Monday, a
sample of the sentiment of Dhaka University
teachers, which did not stem from outright
partisanship but from a far deeper sense of re-
sentment at the performance of the govern-
ment. Begum Zia should not ignore it out of a
false sense that not opening the Book Fair will
amount to a political defeat.
-

Tinder-box

The devastating fire at Bangabazaar
has been hard to take. The compounded loss
of national wealth has few parallels. We are
cut to the quick by this galling fire which
consumed 18 hundred newly-raised shops
made of wood and tin and stuffed with mate-
rials containing highly inflammable petro-
chemical ingredients.

When the last fire broke out on November
27 we had warned of two things adding
that these better not be glossed over when
rebuilding the shops and re-s the mar-
ket. Our first suggestion was safety precau-

tions should be in-build pertaining to acces-
sibility through the rows of shops, installation
and proper spacing of fire extinguishers,
banning of night-time use of stoves and elimi-
nation of any possibility of electric short-cir-
cuit. Our second pointer was to the dire need
for ensuring security vigil especially during

the non-business hours to avert acts of sabotage.

It seems all those essentials were ignored
in the hot haste to get it all repaired and re-
sumed in double quick time under a publicity
hype — well before the Eid — to score a point .
or two with the hawkers or shop-keepers and
the buying public. Government t was is- -
sued promptly and Mayor Hanif, too, was
caught in the mood. On one level, all this -
provided an extra-ordinary example Jf how
quickly the government can deliver when it
wants to, and what the Mayor, with differing
political affiliations, can do to coo te with
the ruling party and vice versa in- nt of -
a pressing task. On another leyel, however,
they turned a squinted eye to safety and se-
curity of the market-place. + . "

Bangabazaar .

ain

The recurrence of fire at
within two months and three days of the first
one is a heavy price paid — one time too
many — for our characteristic unconcern
about safety in crowded and enclosed public
places. Let this serve as a reinforced
to get markets like Gausia and Chandnich
free from fire hazards. | |
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Thorny Repatriation

The Pakistan Home Minister, Lt General

(Rtd) Nasirullah Babar, has reportedly ex-
ressed his country's upwillingness to take
ack the non-Bangalees (Biharees) stranded
in Ba.n%ladesh. This marks departure from the
licy Pakistan stands committed to pursue.
is, through his assertion, the Pakistani
home minister has created an avoidable misgiving.

The Pakistani home minister could not be
comprehensive when he said that his country
signed an agreement at the OIC summit o
to accept a certaipn number of non- ees
from Bangladesh. He has side-stepped the
joint declaration reached at a meeting be-
tween Begum Khaleda Zia and Nawaz S :
The home minister went so far as to advise
the remaining non-Bangalees 'in Bangladesh
who had opted for Pakistan a long time ago to
get mixed up with the mainstream Bangalee
society. - |

The Pakistan home minister says the Biha-
rees are responsible for a sharp decline in the
law and order situation in Karachi so that fur-
ther repatriation could mean a greater trouble
for that city. How many Biharees from
Bangladesh have found shelter in Karachi?
That question apart, it is an established fact -
that the Karachi situation has very deep roots
in Pakistan and Sindh politics. The truth is
that the Biharees opted to migrate to Pakistan
and her i evious government agreed to take
them back. A solution to the problem lies in
recognising these. .

distrus

.&_ :

lelements. The government

HE recent develop-
ments in the South

East Aslan have
generated a lot of interest
among the regional and
global watchers and they
must remain busy for some
time to analyse and explain
the ramifications of these de-
velopments. In July 1985,
Vietnam was included as the
seventh member of the Asso-
ciation of South East Asian
Nations (ASEAN). That has
offered ASEAN not only a
useful ally, but also a breadth
vis-a-vis China about which
the ASEAN nations are bit
worried. |
Now in the Bangkok
Summit, the ASEAN leaders
have decided to create the
ASEAN Free Trade Area
(AFTA) by 2003, much ahead
than the proposed schedule
of 2008. fro::‘dthcir
economic rancy -
namism, these moves dcda
nitely are matters of interest
because if someone tries to
go to the ASEAN history
since its creation in August
1967, he would find that like
most of the coun-

e ANEAICE doced
sations, 's doom was
cast several times. But
ASEAN not only survived, in
28 years of its existence. it
has now flourished to become
the centre of attraction and
example of regional dy-
namism through collectivity.

Historical Disputes

Like South Asian nations,
the Sbutheast Asian countries
have also inherited some dis-
puted past because of the
and cleavages cre-
ated their colonial mas-
ters. The World War 1l saw a

trail of devastation in South-
east Asian countries outside
Europe. Somehow the War
‘|also accelerated the pace of

freedom for these countries

At least five countries,
Vietnam. China, the Philip-
pines, Brunei and Malaysia

Political Stability and Economic Development -

Carrying over the past into present can

The ASEAN Example

by Munim Kumar Barai

only help to create 'Bmin'andmunwﬂ&rﬁg;and

destructions. Policy of economic engagement is the best way to come closer and make congenial
. Mmmmmpmbkmmwfﬂpaiodofﬁmethmmitnﬂmmanamd_gm _

from the outside imperial
powers. Indonesia, tl;t Phili-
soon. Singa relnlind been
curved out of Malaysia later.
Brunei was the last country to
get freedom in 1983. e
road to freedom was a

- one in Vietnam which had to

fight both the French and
American military it for
over three decades and in
1975 the Vietnamese scored
over the Americans.
But the strains between
the Southeast Asian countries
are related to the unsettled
*‘territories "and in the
few disputes reached to
points. The lunﬁ;lundmg
dispute between the Philip-
m and Malaysia over
‘s ownership remains
unresolved. Thailand and
Malaysia have yet to resolve
their maritime boundaries.
Indonesia and Malaysia both
claim Sipadan Island in the
Celebes sea. The last and
major dispute has arisen over

the ownership of Is-
lands in the th mrﬂu.
viz.
claim the ownership of these
islands and Vietnam and

China already fought a battle

. over the issue.

Economic ' migration in
the intra-ASEAN has

become a latest of dis-
pute. lllegal migration of
rs in search of jobs

from one country to another
has risen to such extent that
Singapore had to amend its
immigration laws to expel
some 10,000 illegal Thai wor-

kers. Malaysia has also har-
dened its attitude towards
the ation issues.

Even with these disputes
between and among them-
selves, how these countries
have succeeded to come clo-
ser and economically prosper
is a matter the South Asian
count need to observe

as they are also stri-
ving towards the goal of a
meaningful economic co-
operation in the South Asian

Actually, a lot of positive

ually, a
factors have been II;T:IIIH-
lated in favour of the South-
east Asian countries in their
individual and collective ef-
fort to attain economic pros-
perity and development. In
th:Jﬂ'm it was the inflow of
Japanese and US direct in-
vestments in these countries

that spurred the h of
their manufact mblm for

industrial and thus
reduced their dependence
on of prod-

ucts ilkc rice, rubber, palm
oil, timber-wood, tin and
petroleum. In 1984, Japan-
ese investors invested a total
of US 812 billion in the
ASEAN countries (excluding

- Malaysia and Si

Brunei), while it was $10 bil-
lion from the US Indonesia.
were
the major bene icli:::f:l of
these investments. Over a
period of time the three East
Asian newly industrialised
countries (NICs). viz. South
Korea, Taiwan and Hong
Kong emerged as significant
Hlayﬂl'l tiluhc investment
ows in economies and
Thailand benefited
N ‘ most from
However, most of the
ASEAN watchers contribute
the second phase of growth
in this region to the liberalis-
ing measures they have un-
dertaken to boost exports
and draw foreign capllaj. The
tariffls on Iimports and ex-
ports have en brought
down to a greater extent,
currencies have been ([ully
floated, inflow or outflow of
capital does not have to
through stringent and de-

layed procedures.
Two factors that have

played very im t role in
the economic pment of

the Southeast Asian nations

tention are the tical sta-
bility and/or continuity
they have been mu:;}nlnmg
over a long time
the i and Thailand
remai unstable than the
other But a fact that
must noted that some of

the world are either ruling or
were ruling the countries of
this rtgiunlhdﬂuuuun of
democracy development
of democratic institutions has

few countries. But a kind of
B::I dictatorship it was

earlier, Indonesia is

the path of economic

g:_::u since 1985. Small
is a Sultanate since its

ind in 1983. Of

late, the Phili has
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Vietnam's inclusion in

R
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the earlier policy of these
courntries. It was Vietnam's
invasion in Cambeodia that
e a lease of life to the

in the 80's. Now, as

soon as the solution of the
I{;amgntdl:nthrpruhlm was
ound, eat perception
in this region has radically
changed and most of the
coun here are | at
China with a sort of fear and

suspicion. This has
omoted the 1\5&& mem-

8 to forget Vietnam's
misadventure and they

Asian countries
and they preferred regional
ecnnnu;:s e%;g:mcnt
through ASEAN. rcmmhn

HY the talks failed?
First of all, may |

identify the funda-
mental questions centring

-the main issue? In my

abD-
preciation, the stand of lﬁe
ruling party has always been
clear and there was no lack
of good faith in their negotia-
tions with the opposition on
the question of solution of
the political crisis facing the
country. They maintain that a
'ca:imr hgnvt;mmcn' t', as
en € opposition
is beyond the constitutional
ambit. Any solution to achieve
nhiactlvt of the said care-
ment to conduct
the national polls in a free
and fair manner must be
within the framework of the
Constitution. The 1
further maintains |

There are other require-
ments to achieve the desired
objective, which are to take
care of the 'mastans’ and

‘black money'. A duly empow

. |ered Election Commission i;

the appropriate authority to
deal effectively with there

address.
Insufficient gas

| regret that the

| two

form you with great pain that

since 1993 which we
communicated to- the de-
partment conterned both

But it is a matter of great
roblem
which we have been is
increasing day by day and
right now we are out of gas
su

;g:lly at peak hours. =
ut now, no effective

‘| improving measures have yet

been taken from the author-
ity's end.

It is nent to mention
-here that we-think the rea-
son of low pressure of gas
supply are as follows :

At the time of introduc-
ing gas in the subject area, it

was only for a few le and
as such the pipe line had
been set-up as their de-

mnE:'f“iB‘f}u ﬂﬁﬂf
s ne is e una
meet the Incr%ani deming
of supply for the people
of this area.

b) A commercial eonnec-
tion has also been set-up
without fulfilling the uprising
dniymﬂtic demand of gas sup-
p. Therefore,

ested to replace the ex-

is thinner gas pipe and

solve our jibon-moron prob-

| lem.

HdFRwauxihurgag
317, Middle Pirerbagh

Mirpur, Dhaka.

Camel race

years, the dreadful
of camel-race in the
have
comp

tion namely "Grand

January amidst fun and ex-

t. As usual, innumer-

incl
ernment .
wouldn't sit for a 4

precondition
lherulﬁgpurtytumtth:
so-call urztlku'_lg:cm-
ment’' in principle. po-
sition was ipso
able and

- The aged
their re- . face adverse effects 4

‘and in sev-

the authority is

Sir, After a break of about

rt
UAE
started. The latest
Zayed Race" was held in the

‘desert areas of the UAE
throughout the first week of

Why the Talks Failed® -

point of view is that these is

an Election Commis-

already

sion. headed by a Chief Elec-
tion Commissioner. fully em-
powered to tackle violence
and lud:lcnmITgatc Flnczun
expenditure. are also
now in full mn?rnl of the

t set-up and the

governmen

election machinery at all
levels.
also offered to r
the entire cabinet days
ahead of the election date.

The Prime Minister
with

All this was not

acceptable
to the opposition Elrtlr.-u.
who wanted a gov-
ernment’ to be set up in any

case. The government
wanted a and ex-
" pressed their

; to
-~ gliscuss all, issues ved,

mm;m*mm -
But the ﬂ

for

unten-
by the rul-

e trend of events that

receded the final break-
gﬂ'n of the talks points to

addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letiers,
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and real

able small children aged be-
tween 10 and 12 were used
as jockeys and these kids
were from h, India,

L . Recently, four ministries

of the Bangladesh govern-
ment have been served with.
Legal - Notice by the
Eaangladuh Envirnm[n;ntal
wyers' Association (BELA)
on behalf of four
children and their :
for the government's failure
to prevent the using of
Bangladeshi kids as jockeys
in the camel-races. rther
demonstrations and protests
have been made by various
organisations regarding this
sensitive issue, _

Once again, it is an
earnest request to the gov-
ernment to look into this ex-
tremely important matter
and e strong steps to halt
such smuggling of kids and
make arrangements to im-
mediately repatriate the
children who ,sare still
tra in the Middle East as

8 — counting their last

days.

Aziz Amirul

House-9, Rd-17
Sector-7, Uttara M/T
Dhaka-1230

- Green field
companies' shares
Sir, It is observed that
many green field companies
are ﬂnatinﬁ their shares
charging igh rates of
premium. These companies
are appreciating the assets
position in the ce sheet
and alluring the small savers
gh.'lng them a rosy picture to
uy their shares at hltﬁh
Ppremium rates. Some of the
companies sold their shares
-at 200 to 800 times higher

by T Hussain

one inescapable conclusion
that the opposition parties
did not
tion.

apprehensive that they were

want solu-
ntly. they were

tined to lose the elec-
nnl.ego. they preferred to

be out of the contest on some
pretext or the other and
continue to remain in the
street with their agitation.
This contention is amply
su by what Mr SA M
S Kibria stated in his article
blished in the column "On
Record” on 21st January.
1996 in The Daily Star'. As
summarised by me, he stated
that in course of the latest
talks, the solution that
seemed to. be emerging was
in the lines:
(i) The President will ap-
t a Council of Minis-
/Advisors headed by a
nomn- san Prime Minis-
ter /Chief Advisor — who will
not contest next the election;
(ii) re-organisation of
Election Commission, revi-

- sion of electoral rolls and

t?:—:ﬂ]wdng' the adminis-

iif)f a new date for the

The small savers al-

lured of high margin of profit
have been deceived by these
companies. Many of the
shares floated earlier are not
in original price now. The
money are al-

ready eroding. Many small

savers have already lost a
good portion of their initial
money. Shares an im-
rtant tool of capitalisation,
e confidence in share mar-
ket should be protected. If

the investors are not encour- "

. The Securities’ and Ex-
e Commission (SEC)
s make it a point that

the green field compagies do:

not float shares
premium rafes. Th:t ﬁ

savers should not be allowed
to lose money

shares. If need be companies
can rrarﬁo? buy shares
from the to the
prices normal. There are

SOIme new co es which
have floated sh:
‘pro of profit are also

acing problem in price. Not
only that, these shares have
also got no to do busi-
ness. This should also be

m:l.IHuque Chowdhury

153, Lake Circus

Drae
Islamia Eye Hospital

Sir, When injustice and
inhuman acts are carried out
by a top government official
or a u nst a junior or
a f:w#?ugigﬂnfﬂﬂ s, then
there is no d the fact
that the rules and regulations
in the government-run
organisations have ample

rtunities and allow the
aulters to go scot-free.
Even the sufferer or sufferers
cannot go to a court of law
irlnmedlately wlthml{i first
placing an appeal to the same
person who is guilty of some
wrong-doings. If any
punished officer or an
employee makes the mistake
of going to a court of law,

then it goes him or
her and the who was
unjust gets the golden

opportunity in dismissing
m or her for breaking the
government rules and

# ’n!n: nlthough normally a
sudden transfer is usually

beyond 22nd February

Beheral ¢

by the Election Commission

. 1996
mmuﬂy : 4

it in
The very nature of the
nts noted above sugg

tion was wan

ests
hat these were all on the
lines of the Awami e's
demands. But they knew very
well that some them were
beyond the purview of the
constitutional framework.
The a niment of a non-
elect Prime Minister or
Chief Advisor with all execu-
tive powers vested in him is
beyond the constitutional re-
quirements. Under Art 55(2)
of the Constitution, a Prime

Minister or Chief Advisor ex- -

of the
an elected MP. But if he is
not exercising all executive
8, he can function as
hief Advisor to the Presi-
dent or Prime Minister with-
out being a member of Par-
liament or even being a non-
son. But the rul-
Y d always been in-
sisti at an arrangement
in which the President would
run the

considered to be a kind of

punishment, there are occa-
sions when this transfer be-
comes a blessing for one who
would surely be facing sus-
sion or dismissal for neg-
: ce to umi'u duty. Tran;;
e a guilty person w
har:::ﬁ the sympathy of those
wh;:d'share' hr:-;i]ﬂ or tﬂ:; _:}1‘::
evil designs helps to flou
'unjust cause’ in a thousand-
fold. As usual, the non-believ-
ers believe shall win all
through their lifetime.

What took place at the Is-
‘lamia Eye H in the cit
was most. heinous.. An

' shameful is' the. re-
fact that the ‘report’
submitted by the ‘one-man
| " to..the Director
the Directorate of
Health, uddin. Ahmed
in 1995 was not
taken into raccount and no

Ia:ﬂunhiluwedthﬂehy .

The 'one-man: control,
grouping and mismanage-
ment’ created by the Director
of Islamia Eye Hospital,
-Mustafizur Rahman destroyed

. “the future of more than 14

patients and the hopes the
nation could boast about from
their deeds, however humble.
Sheer negligence was not
ust the one and reason
hind the irregular 'fungal
infection' followed by 'eye
removal' leading to total
blindness. What a way to
retend to be a follower of
he Almighty but be a friend
of the Satan! The dilly-dally
and harmful inaction of the
Directorate of Health must
end.
Reza-ur-Karim
3/7-B Lalmatia, Dhaka

The name United
Nations

Sir, It refers to the letter
written wbg K R Zakhmy of
Khulna which was published
in your daily on the 15th
January. He wanted to know
about the source from which
the name 'United Nations'
has been derived. It was
derived from a famous poem
called Locksley Hall by Alfred
Tennyson.

In this m, he visu-
alises, in his language, the
"Parliament of Man and the
Federation of the World".
Afterwards, the formation of
the United Nations was Ten-

's dream-come-true.
Islam Shimul
M A (English)
Jahangimagar University

ment must be

government with thes

ASEAN is a turn around

to above was, alia, about
the revision of electoral rolls,
which evidently was a time-
tlkig& ]Jmcen and it was
doubtful if it could be fin-
ished in time to take up the

eneral lls in March or
rly April, '96. Thirdly. the

knew it very well

o it
,tmmmmm

the
requiring 0 ral
elections within 90 days of
the dissolution of Parliament.
It is obvious that the I‘;’E-
era a
e e
ofauthe C}:mntituthm: and m“ilti
rally, the ruling party cou
not deviate from thl:g o -
nal stand of not violating
Constitution. They (the -
sition). however, knew that
once succeeded in doing
80, they would immediately
come forward with their de-
mand for forming a
‘caretaker government' of
their own thinking on the
lea that once a violation of
he Constitution was commit-
ted, there was no t in re-
fusing to form the so-called
‘caretaker government’' out-
Pl iitns, Oty
tu S. :
the ruling party understood
the implications of the oppo-

L]

tunately failed, the ruling
now left with no
other alternative te:'lhm to
continue as an interim ”
ernment, while the ﬂa:m
Commission, already vested
with adequate of con-
trel on the administrative
setup at all levels and the
election machinery -
out the , conducts
national polls and
to meet the constitutiona
compulsion for ensuring
continuity of democratic
process in the . If the
polls situation is not ideal,
the responsibility. of con-
tributing to this condition
lies squarely on the boy-
cotting opposition €s,
which shunned vtntim of
their political grievances on
the floor of the Parliament
and preferred resorting to
street agitations.

Buchwald's

COLUMNE

e - ————

VERYBODY is

Good News from
Mayor

proud of his or her mayor during the

the

=

snowstorm. Those of us in W can't say

enough nice things about Ma
rushed out t%hpermlly shovel ol

Columbia.

As soon as the first flake fell, the mayx
Mayo

press, “This is a job for Su

cape

and boots and took his shovel out of the g
always kept this city squeaky

who
our snow in the District of

said to the
ed his blue
. 'Tve

r." He

clean, and I'm not going to

stop now, no matter how much white stuff falls to the

ground

By the ti;::lc h}u press t:ﬂnfl:renﬁe was ﬁdnishcd there
were six inches of snow covering the ground. Ar\!Polter
shovel first?

said. "Mr

‘I'm going

for me.
hope that they sink into a

ayor, where are you
to shovel in the
f some residents didn't cast their ballots for me. 1
hole."

goi
neigh

to
urhoods that voted

"But aren't you mayor of all the people?”
“No way. You can't expect a mayor to shovel snow off the

sidewalks of
legal difficulties.”

ple who never forgave him for some little

By this time the snow was a foot high.

“"Mr Mayo

r, when are you going

to start?”

"As soon as [ do my television show to afsure the citi-
zens that | have the situation in hand. The job of a mayor

during

a snowstorm ds to tell the population that no matter

how hard it snows at night they will have perfectly clean

streets in the moming

“Are you going ta use snowplows?"
"We 't have snowplows available nor do we have salt ”

“What do you have?”

"Faith in the Almighty. As soon as | finish here | am go-

ing to church for a photo
ing people that | am pra

unity to show the shiver-

for them. That is much more
important than clearing nsylvan

ia Avenue.”

By now there was two feet of snow in front of the

mayor
could
So

et out.

‘s house. and nobedy on his staff had any idea how he
e went back inside and called 911, which didn't

answer. So he phoned the local news stations and said
“This is the mayor | have good news for you The snow has
been cleared in the city. and all the Little League baseball

games will be played on time

By arrangement with Los Angeles Times Syndicate and

UNB.
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