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The ASEAN
Example
by Munim Kumar

PBarm The United States has re-
age 4 iterated its h that the ma-
jor olitica ‘:.i:u"th::?'E in
Bangladesh would work to-
FMIIS warcgf; long-term solution to
their differences, reports
Tutors f:ﬂr hire; US State Department
Blueprint of a spokesman Nicholas Burns in

his briefings Monday in
Waahinflnn tu!d newsmen,
"We still hope that the major
olitical arties in

and Not to learn,
but to score

angladesh will work toware
a long-term sclution to their
differences.”
His comments were circu-
lated in Dhaka by USIS yes-

terd_lgg. _
e spokesman replying
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to questions from newsmen
said. "as | stated last week,
the United States govern-
ment regrets very much that
the major political parties in
Bangladesh have been unable
to devise a solution to their
differences that would allow

fully partic Patur}r elections
to go lorw
He said, "As you know,

Ambassador David Merrill has
been in conversations with all
concerned about this issue.
And we reaffirm, today. our
call ta all parties to avoid vio-
lence, to avoid intimidation,
coercion or interference in
the right of voters.to exer-
cise their right to vote. And

ks . g =

we certainly urge the fullest
possible transparency and
observation of the electoral
process. That is almnst iden-
tical to what | said on Friday.
I reaffirm it today because it's
the basis of our policy to-
wards the situation in

Bari%ladcsh
eplying to a question

that Ambassador Merrill's ef-
forts were being questioned
by the Opposition in
Bangladesh, spokesman
Burns said, "there is no need
to reconsider what we said.
Ambassador Merrill's position
is the- position of the United
States government, and we
fully support him. And 71

violence, find solution

4
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State Deptt responds to ()pp()sition' remarks

US repeats call to shun|

would just note that in my
remarks, today and on Friday,
we called for an end to vio-
lence, an end to intimidation,
and I think that both the Op-
position and the government
should take heart in those
words, if in fact both of them
want to have ﬁ.:ll}r partlr:ipa-
tory elections.”
The State De a.rtmi:nt
spokesman said replying to a
uestion, "well, first of all, 1
think we have to clear about
one thing: The United States
is not responsible for clashes
on the streets in Dhaka. They
are the responsibility of the

various political parties in"

See Page 12 Col 1
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'Donors disappointed at
Dhaka's performance

Donors' representatives at

a review meeting yesterday-

expressed their serious dis-
appointment at the govern-
ment's failure to establish an
enabling environment for the
rivate sector, improve pub-
Jic sector management, and
‘activate the agreed reform
programmes.
important member of
the donor community said
that "we are carefully watch-
ing the current political sit-
uation." Normalisation of
which, the donors viewed, is
a necessary condition for the
econ 's take-off, according
to official and diplumatic
sources.

The m::tlng examined
the progress in meeting the
targets under the Paris un-
derstanding for fiscal year

1995-96 at the NEC confer-

Star Report

ence hall at the Planning
Commission premises in the
city.
The three-hour-long dis-
cussion, with Finance Minis-
ter M Saifur Rahman in the
chair, was attended by am-
bassadors and high commis-
sioners of the donor coun-
tries, and chiefs of multilat-
eral agencies who constitute
the Aid Consortium. The
minister was assisted by the
secretaries concerned.
According to meeting
sources, the donors said that
the rise in the fiscal deficit,
widening current account
deficit and up awi;:g inflation
had already started eating up
the much- acclaimed macro-
stability and would have ad-
verse effect on the economy’s
growth in the long run.
Admitting the rise in the

fiscal deficit which stood at
Taka 330 crore since June,
the Finance Minister argued
that th: trend is not "alar-

mlr:%

hen the donors pointed
out the galloping import bill
currently growing at 38 per
cent till November, the min-
ister is learnt to have said
that the increase was mainly
in the first quarter of the
current fiscal and has been
successfully contained. In the
first three months, the bill
escalated by 48 per cent.

He, however, agreed that
the 11 per cent export
growth in the first five
months was not so impres-
sive.

The World Bank chief
questioned the reliability and

quality of the economic data.

See Page 12 Co) |

Pakistan not to

develop missile

" technology
China to use force to
prevent Taiwanese

Privatisation prng- - i
ramme hits snag in
Pakistan - |
World food summit in
Rome must tackle
hunger: FAO
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DSE price index T74.81 {-0.08%)
Market capital Th 5048.75 cr
Transactions in volume 132297
Transactions in valve Tk 1.75¢er
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Metropolitan

fair ’hegim
tomorrow
By DU fCormpondent

The ar Ekushey
| Grantha 1996 will begin
at the and its
adj areas in the capital
tomorrow. ‘Present books to
| dear onés Eid.' is this
year's theme of book fair.
The month-long fair ur-

Cake that Divides ganincs ..1{.:,.,"" Dan
Dhaka mnm m Iuttnl will
be i ted by Prime Min-
Page 3 | toter Hegum KIHH. Zia at

11 a nt the academy
premiges on the day.

The book fair will remain
open -from 10 am to 5 pm,
Academy sources sasd.

The academy has also ar-
ranged a num of pro-
granimes in its ses (o

mark the Amar Ekushey.
Hovrever, there will be no

| See Page 12 col 8

A part n'l." city's ﬂlngubﬂar market was gutted on Monday ni.ght
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m 3bookstallsatBangla

Academy set afire

By Staff Correspondent

group of unidentified
-::uthn yestercday set fire to at
east three stalls erected on
the road in front of the

Bangla Academy for Ekush
book fatr, owners of the stal

said.

The ths weré protest-
ing the opening of the fair
the Prime Minister sche
uled tomorrow, according to
CAITIPUS SOMICES.

e youths first tried to
set ﬂre to the main stage
erected inside the Muliuny
for the
the

BSS
the
Ac
na
after unident
set

g
fire to severa

uarters

6TH WORLD CUP
CRICKET QUIZ
BONANZAII-

PRIZES WORTH
TAKA 1,50,000 AND MORE

WATCH THIS SPACE
FOR DETAILS

See the World Cup on a Philips TV

under

'paration stalls last night.

press release on behalf
of the stall owners said sev-

eral stalls numbering-188.
189, 190 and 191 were set
on fire by spreading petrol
without any provocation

around 6 pm a the No. 189
MHE 4 :

stall. which was fully deco-
rated. was burnt completely.
Petrol was also poured on
Lthe dais meant for the inau-
guration but it could not be
set on fire and an sit-

. uation existed in the k

falrm'thtprmm

"l'he book fair of "Amar
‘Ekushey” .ils a memorable fea-
ture in the history of the na-

See Page 12 Col 4

——

117 shops gutted

By Staff Currespendent

At least 117 shops. mostly
of saree and shoe, were gut-
ted at the Bangabazar market
in the city late night Monday
in a devastating fire, sus-
pected to be an act of arson.

The fire broke out at
about 12:15 am Tuesday and
as the flames licked through
in the eastern side of the
market, shops in the other
sides were looted till army.

BDR and police came.
aﬁgm:y
off the

The law enforc
personnel cordon

market while the fire fighters
put out the fire in one hour
and 20 minutes. One fire
fighter was injured during
the operation. No other re-

rt of i was received
{’Ei Gagt racky
J?gdrm‘;ﬁel

rﬂhulll on ashes, was the !-El:

ond in about two months. On
November 27 last, a devastat-
ing fire had gutted all the

]

2400 shops in the big market
complex, the cause of which
still remains a mystery.

A shopowner, Afzal, who
claims to be an eye witness
alleged that a group of about
one hundred armed youths
torched a shop and started
indiscriminate looting break-
ing the shutters.

"Before the fire started, a

Iditurlllnn&l

group of about one hundred
youths armed with ram dao,
Chinese axe, rod. hockey
stick, daggers and other
lethal weapons entered the
market and threatened us.”
said Afzal.

"Alter a few minutes, at
around 12 midnight I smelt

the Bailey Shoe shop. only
yards away from my shop,” he
said. He then ran to the

See Page 12 Col 4

petrel afid saw flames at -

BNP expels 13 | Gunfire on Indo-Pak
border continues: 4 die

more leaders

The Bangladesh National-
ist (B has expelled
13 district and thana level
leaders with immediate ef-

fect on charges of Mm
party decisions and
to p!rtr

L‘n activities contr
scipline, reporis .
APIHHF press release is-
sued lastnight said, the ex-
are: Matiur Rahman,
acting president. Nikali
Thana Commitiee, Zahidur
Rahman Haral, vice president

Gopalganj District’ Commit-
tee., Lutfe Alam Khan Asim,
vice president, Netrokona
District Committee, Prol To-
fazzal Holﬂh Chowdhury
member Hym:nlinlh
Lu:“" dhoritet” cammittsn,
Mohammad Mansur Ali,
member., Chuadanga district
committee, Moshtaque
Ahmed, member, Netrokona
district committee, Moham-

See Page 12 col 6

The activities of the

Sonar Hotel came to a.
s for four hours yes-
te as employees agitated

against the termination of a
staff and the alleged misman-
agement and corruption in
the hotel.

When the en aj)lﬂecs ap-
proached Gener
the hotel. Y Hamano,
explanation, he, fcarin l.n
attack on himself, broke a
backside windowpane of his
office with a chair. jumped
pout and fled. according to
witnesses.

An official of the manage-

Brawl at

Sonargaon Hotel

Star Report

ment claimed that five execu-
tives of the hotel were seri-
ously beaten up and stabbed
by the ees and out-
siders. The injured have been
W with the Holy Fam-
When contacted. an in-
formation personnel of the
hospital first admitted the
admission of the injured, but
later denied.

But some hotel officials -

claimed, on condition of
anonymity. that 15 -
ment ﬂersﬂnnﬂ were injured

employees and

‘'outsiders’ equipped with

d and sticks.

ension at the flve-star
hotel mounted when the
management sacked the Ex-

;:(cl:llir:d I-::Iuauktt .I'glun
an Monday ut it
flared up frnmw 11 ?Im
yutcrda as em gath-
ered started mnltr
tions.

. Al one stage allegedly
attacked the ﬂﬂ]ﬂz

No case has been lodged
i this connection with the
‘r:jgam:hzoltce station till fil-

Employees denied
See Page 12 col 7

Additional police fn were deployed at the S-onargnnﬁ HI ﬁ;rl.;minul after the t:h

between the hotel management and employees yesterday.

~— Star photo

JAMMU. India. Jan 30: At
least four ple were killed
early Tuesday as Indian and
Pakistani troops traded gun-
fire across the disputed
Kashmir border for the fifth
day in a row, officials said.
mn. 'ﬁF' "

The four unarmed Pak-
istanis were shot to death as
they crossed’ the border
about 2:30 am, said SN
Dubey, a Border Security
Force officer.

Du said the four were
lhout meters (yards] in-

Im territory when a
patrol ordered them to halt

near the of Nanga.

were when they
began fleeing toward Pak-
istani territory., he said. It

was not known why the four
were in the area.
in a separate incident, a

Jubo League
worker dies
after arrest

JHALAKATI, Jan 30: A
worker of the Jubo League,
the youth front of the Awami
League, died after arrest in
aArms-recov drive in Nal-
chiti thana today, reports
UNB.

Activists of the ition
Awami League and Jatiya
Party and their front organi-

sations b t out proces-
sion in Jhal town in the
even to t what they
said "kiling" of Ashraf.

The protesters also called
for a dawn-to-dusk hartal in
the town to protest the

See Page 12 col 7
Shopkeepers
clash with
police in Ctg:
20 injured

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Jan 30: At
least 20 pe were injured
during a pitched battle this
morning at Mimi Super Mar-
ket between the shopkeepers
and members of the anti-
sm task force, police
and said.

The injured were admit-
ted into the hospital and pni-
vate clinie.

The clash at 11
am when the task force
members including police

raided tht market to seize

lmu goods, ‘Il"ltntlll!u
lted sh k
I'I"I pelted blll Il

Betl"nge 12 col 8

50-year-old Indian. Phuler
Singh, was killed Monday
when bullets nctralcd his

home in the ge of Sujwal,
said Surendra Slnﬁh a policc
official. Seven er people

were wounded.

The house is near an ob-
servation post of Indian
paramilitary forces that was
targeted by the Pakistani
forces. Singh said.

With a population of 800,
Su1|wal is 40 kilometers (25

miles] northwest of Jammu,
the winter capital of Jammu-
Kas r state., The border
be the .two countries
runs through many villages
on both sides.

Troops on the heavily
guar bound often ex-
change fire, but attacks have
intensified in the last week.

Seven new
HC judges

The President has ap-
pointed seven additional
judges of the High Court as
judges of the High Court Di-
vision of the Supreme Court,
reports BSS.

The appointment comes
into effect from February 10,
1996, a PID handout said last
night.

The Chief Justice was
consulted before making the
appointment. |

The judges are: Justice
Mohammad Nurul Islam,
Justice Kazi A T Monwar Ud-
din, Justice Mohammad Fa-
zlul Haq, Justice Mohammad
Hamidul Haq. Justice Syed
Amirul Islam, Justice M M
Ruhul Amin and Justice Mo-
hammad Tofazzal Islam.

Besides, the President in
consultation with the Chief
Justice also appointed two
more additional judges of the
High Court to the same post
for another year beginning on
February 10, 1996, the hand-
out added.

The judges are: Justice
Mohammed Assaduzzaman

_and_.Justice M. Bazlur _Rah-
man.

Gunshots fired at
British Deputy
HC's residence

A group of unidentilied
people yesterday fired gun-
shots at the residence of Bri-
tish Deputy High Commis-
sioner at Gulshan, reports
UNB.

A police sentry on duty
suffered wounds in his leg as
random shots were lired
from a passing private car at
6-15 am. A home-made bomb
was also hurled inside the
compound, but it did not ex-
plode,

Deputy High Commis-
sioner Miriam McIntosh, who
was in her home, was unhurt.

Md Alamgir Hossain. the
wounded policeman, was
admitted to the Police Hospi-
tal, police said.

e cause of firing re-
mained a mystery while none
claimed responsibility for the
shootout.

Gulshan police visited the
spot and found three holes
caused by bullets on the met-
alled d%ate of the sentry bex
outside the residence.

See Page 12 col 6
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