" in a tournament
in g:rﬂ 1993.
| ral's withdrawal from

* Three-time
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Dealing with deadly arm

Cairns to miss
one-dayers

WELLINGTON. Jan 29
Key all-rounder Chrnis Cairns
is almost certain to miss the
remaining two matches ol
New Zealands limited-overs
cricket series against Zim
babwe with a calfl muscle
strain, reports AP

Cairns sulfered the injuny
during Sunday's first match
of the series in Auckland,
which New Zealand won by
74 runs.

He has been ruled out of
the second match in Welling-
ton on Wednesday and is un
likely to play in the day-night
match in Napier on Saturday.

"I'm setting my sights omn
trying to be fit for Saturday,
but ['m also looking ahead of
the World Cup.” said Cairns.

New Zealand coach Glenn
Turner was more pes-
simistic. saying the injury
could take between 10 days
and six weeks to heal.

With Caims unavailable for
Wednesday's match at the
Basin Reserve and Chris
Harris still recovering from
injury, New Zealand will have
to introduce either Robert
Kennedy or Dion Nash - or

possibly both.
Seles to play
in Toray Open

TOKYO, -Jan 29: Fresh
from her victory in Mel-
bourne Monica Seles said
Monday she was looking for-
ward to competing in the
Toray Pan Pacific Open ten-
nis tournament this week,
reports AFP,

"The last time | was here
at the Toray Pan Pacific was
in 199].

"Unfortunately. I couldn't

lay, because Ieﬁot injured. So

i'm . cxcjt ab;}u;] com-

ng back to Ja : ways

layed some p‘::f-lat tennis
;" said es.

Seles pulled out of the
1991 indoor tournament
without hitting a ball, while
winning an outdoor evert
twice in 1991 and 1992
here.

"We have a v strong
field this year, lot of us com-

after the Australian Open.
| we played some great
matches there,” said the
world co-number one, who
captured her ninth Grand
Slam title in Melbourne on
Saturday in the absence of
her arch-rival Steffi Graf of
Germany. '

Seles suffered her onmly
defeat since her comeback at
the hands of Graf in the US
Open final in Se :

Seles, who became a US
citizen in March 1994, came
back to the tennis world in
an -exhibition in July last year
after being stabbed in the
back by a deranged Graf fan
Hamburg

fol foot surgery
in D

better chance of stretching
her winning streak this sea-

son, fol her victories at

s' major rivals this
week include Spaniards
Conchita Martinez, the 1994
Wimbledon champion. and
Arantxa Sanchez- Vicario,
Japanese tennis queen and
dcrt:'ldl champion Kimiko
Date, Magdalena Maleeva
of
champion
Gabriela Sabatini of Ar-
Emﬁu. Iva Majoli of Croatia.

ndsay Davenport of the
United States and Martina
Hingis of Switzerland are also
to threats. .
However, Hingis, visiting
for the first time, was
drawn against a tough first-
round opponent - sixth-
seeded Sabatini — on Tues-

“I hope 1 can do better
than last time | her in
New York I think [ will have a
chance," said the 15-year-old.

Bubka wins
at a canter

DONETSK, Ukraine, Jan
29: Local hero Sergei Bubka
easily won the annual inter-
national pole vault competi-
tion he organises in his
Ukrainian home town with a
leap of 5.90 metres on Sun-
day. Reuter. _

Bu cleared the height
on his second altempt, eas-
ing away from Russian rivals
Maxim Tarasov and Pyotr
Bochkarev.

The world champion then
had the bar placed at 6-16.

But 4.505 fans in his na-
tive Donetsk, in Ukraine's

and grimy coal and stec!
belt, were disappointed ‘hat
his three attemnt= .0 break
:Ii‘lm-lthfw}ﬁear-uld record fell

Trasov cleared 5.85 me-
tres but failed in three efforts
to make 5.95. Bochkarev tied
for third with France's Jean
Galfione on 5.70.

. "The first competition
after a long period off is al-

tough,” Bubka told jour?
m:tl nﬂr the cum_pctj%mn.

Annual sports

The award ceremony of
the annual sports compe-
tition of the arbagh Po
Lines High School was held

yesterday. says a press rele-
ase.

AN Hussein, Commis-
sioner, DMP, attended the
mfunc‘thn. held at mﬂ}c police

ground, as c guest.

Reefat Ara Khanam and
"""""'&“ of Class X ﬁ
runner-up medals.

ﬁmuﬁ' Hussein 8-
=:n .. headmistress of

‘gave the welcome
address.

ber, gives Seles a

| as a cabinet
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(AFFP] A vear ago. they were
trying to pension off Allan
Doland into semi-retirement.
He didn't like it.

Batsmen have been paying
for the slight ever since.

English county Club War
wickshire thought they were
being fair to the South
African pace bowler when
they suggested he thigk
about a coaching post.

They had., after all. just
won three titles with the
help of West Indian signing
Brian Lara, who had stood in
for Donald in 1994 at Edg-
baston.

Donald was already con-
tracted for 1995, after that,
well, why not rest weary 29-
year-old bones. spend a bit
more time with his English
wife and bring on Warwick-
shire's bowlers of tomorrow?

The Afrikaaner, however
— nicknamed "White Light-
ning” — wasn't quite ready to
be yesterday's man. He ad-
mitted: "It upset me a lot. |
knew it could mean this was
my last year at the club. But 1
couldn't come back feeling
negative.”

The response could not
have been more decisive.

While Lara, a mere 25-

year-old stripling. was suffer-
ing from exhaustion and ask-
ing to be released from his
contract, Donald, his run-up
remodelled, was on his way

| Th? world

0
o

PORT OF SPAIN. Trini-
dad. Jan 29 (Reuter): A
iillionaire at 26, a household
name and crickel's biggest
draw-card. Brian Lara would
seem to have the world at his
feet.

Yet the Trinidadian left-
hander, who smashed Test
and first-class individual bat-
ting records in 1994, is en-
during a troubled phase in
his career which at one stage
threatened his whole sport-

1 ing future.
A dressing room con-
frontation with Richie

Richardson during West
Indies’ tour of England last
year was the catalyst,

i Lara's ‘tiich*pub- -
icised walk-out after accus-
ing his captain of not instill-

. ing discipline into the team.

Lara was persuaded to re-
oin the squad by Peter
hort, the ent of West
Indies Cricket Board of Con-
trol (WICBC), but fresh prob-
lems se after the player
returnéd home. :
He was fined by the
WICBC for misconduct durin
the tour, a punishment tha
prom Lara to make a late
withdrawal from the team's
tour of Australia last month
Lara took a break from the
game, but now claims to be
refreshed and has been
named in the final squad of
14 for the World CuF. re-
sponding to his inclusion
"restat his commitment to
West Indies cricket.”

Born in the tiny village of

to 88 wickets... and Warwick-
shire to two more trophies.

Fittingly., he took [final
wicket against Kent that won
the County Championship be-.
fore being mobbed by his
leammates,

He said, "The rest of the
plavers were saving thanks
for what | have done when
we it the lield. It was very

o el

'ALLAN DONALD

emotional anyway and it
made it even more difficult to
stop the tears flowing. | had
to swallow deeply,”

English batsmen were to
suffer again during their tour
of South Africa.

Donald, after a briel inter-
ruption — 11 for 114 in the
Test wing against Zimbabwe
— took 19 wickets at . just
over 26 runs apiece in the
five-match series, including
his 100th Test victim in the
opening encounter.

Five victims for a nig-'_

Cantaro, u Santa Cruz, in
north Trinidad on May 2,
1969, Lara revealed his
prowess and passion for the
game at an early age.

A product of the Harvard
Club coaching clinic and Fa-

o dacace i

....

BRIAN LARA
tima College. he dominated
regional youth cricket tour-
naments in his formative
years and soon graduated to
the senior ranks. making his

. first-class debut for Trinidad

and Tobago in 1988 against
Lhe Leeward islands. ;

He was ca.led up by "West
Indies to tour Pakistan in
1990 . making his Test debut
in the final match at Lahore
where he scored 44 in the
second innings.

Lara toured England with
moderate success in 1991,
not playing in any of the
Tests, but it was on the
1992-93 tour of Australia
that he came into his own.

In the third Test at. Syd-
ney he made a truly magnifi-

-

- ball,

ardly 46 helped the South
ricans to the series-clinch-
ing Cape Town win before
Donald, continued to harass
them in the one-dayers.
In the fifth encounter, the
game that won the seven-
match series, his four for 41

- earned him the man-of-the-

match accolade.

But perhaps his perfor-
mance in the previous game
was even more symptomatic
of his strengths. His first
three overs went for 30
runs, yet he finished with
three wickets. A man who
clearly does not let his head
drop.

As. his captain Hansie
Crnn[|: says. "l could never
ask for a better man in my
team. It is very hard to get
the ball out of his hand.”

The only man. ironically,
to keep pace with him during
the series was new di '
Shaun Pollock.. who wil

stand in at Warwickshire

next seasorn. _

Quick bowlers aren't al-
ways at their best in limited-
over shoot-outs, but Donald.
as accurate as he is quick, is
a key component in the
South African bowling attack.

"Using a shorter run-up
has enabled me to bowl
longer spells but it has also
improved my rhythm.,” he
says. "l have also léarned a
few new varieties. Bob
Woolmer had been on to me
to experiment with a slower
ause he said I would
increasingly need it as I getl
older.”

Get older? Donald? even
Warwickshire think he will
go on for ever now.

Lara's oyster

cent 277 out of a total of 606,
which proved to be the turn-
ing point of the series. West
Indies, 1-0 down at that
state, went on to win it 2:-1.

That s, notable for.
its imperious strokeplay and
great powers of concentra-
tion, was the prelude to his
record-breaking year of
1994.

. Against England in the
Caribbean he piled up 798
runs in the five-Test-series,
crowthiing his achievements
in the final game at St John's,
Antigua. by amassing 375 to
break Sir Gary Sobers 36-
year-old record Test score of
365 not out. :

Lara then landed a lucra-
tive contract with Warwick-
shire and marked his debut
season in English' coun
cricket with a magical spell

between l a June in
which he stroked t cen-
turies in 11 first-class in-

nings.
lT?’h-\m golden phase in- °

cluded a monumental 501
not out against Durham
which surpassed Hanif Mo-
hammad's 499 as the h
score ever made in first-class
cricket.

During last year's tour of
England, a d in the
last three Tests with scores
of 87, 145, 152 and 179. a
sequence in which his
power, timing and range of
strokes were complemented
by his perfect placement of
the ball.

West Indies need the In-
spiration of his sublime
batsmanship to mount a wor-
thy challenge for the World
Cup. which fitself would be
enhanced the tacle of
Lara at his irresistible best.

Row over TV rights on

o 3 :gu
it A% |

NEW DELHI, Jan 29: With
the World Cup less than a
fortnight away, it is still
uncertain whether audiences
around the world will be able
to watch live television cov-
erage of the mega-event, re-
ports AFP.

In fact, there are doubts
whether the tournament will
come off at all.

The bone of contention is
the ongoing row over TV

ts, which shows no signs

being resolved even as the
February 11 opening at the
Eden Gardens in Ca..ut.a
draws near.

India’'s statc . un Doordar-
shan n.wwork has gone to
rcuit over the organisers’
decision to cancel its con-
tract for exclusive satellite
rights because of a financial
dispute and award them to
%‘l':.? Pan-Asian network Star

When the Delhi high court
passes judgement on the case
this week, it is almost certain
that the losing will ap-
gal to the Supreme Court,

rther delaying a final deci-
sion on the contentious issue.

A big question mark also
hangs over whether the In-
dian . government will allow
the London-based Grand
Slam company, the official
TV producers of the World
Cup. to beam Indias 17
matches live around the
world.

India prohibits foreign TV
companies from uplinkin
with satellites from its soi
for security reasons, and
World Cup officials fear the
government may deny per-
mission if Doordarshan's
rights are not restored.

An indian politician added

sue earlier this month by
facilities

Grand S in e capaciy

Doordarshan’s objections.

Madhavrao Scindia, who
heads the World Cup Organis-
ing Committee, gave the
permission shortl re he
resigned from the govern-
ment on corruption charges.

Cricket officials are unsure
if Scindia's go-ahead would
hold after his resignation,
and are contemplating legal
action against the govern-
ment if the permission to
uplink was refused.

“We can't wait any more.”
said Jagmohan Dalmiya, con-
venor of the joint Pakistan-
India-Lanka Organising
Committee (PILCOM). “If we
don't get the permission
now, we will nue hesitate to
rq T s %

wv-hosts Pakistan and Sri
Lanka, who have received
uplinking permission from
their respective govern-
ments, have already offered
to take India's 17 matches.

including the two semifinals.
if the row was not re-
solved.

"You can't have a World
Cup if the matches are not
shown live on television.” a
Pakistani cricket official said
“If India can’t solve its prob-
lems. we are ready to step in.

"PILCOM has sold the
rights to various networks
around the world, and going
back on those deals will cost
us heavily,” he said.

Observers here believe
one way outl of the unpasse
was an out-of-court settle-
ment in which both Doordar-
shan and Star are allowed to
telecast the tournament.

“An out-of-court settle-
ment is a distinct possibility,
because the country's image
is at stake. " an Indian cricket
official said “India cannot af-
ford to lose the World Cup at
this state.”

"I think everything will be
resolved in time.” he said.

The World Cup, cricket's
premier limited-overs con-
tesit, runs from February 11
to March 17. Pakistan will
host 16 matches, including

the final at Lahofe, while Sri

Jan 29: Batting

Trinidad and Tobag
day in the second innings

versially
West Indies’' tour of Australia

three fi

-of the

Lara gets into

" BRIDGETOWN, Barbados.
maestro Brian
stroked 119' for
0 on Sun-
of
his first match since ‘contro-
withdrawing from

Lara

last month, reports Reuter.

Lara lifted Trinidad to 255
for six in purl:r.u%of theit" vic-
tory tar of 301 against
Barhndnl“:t the close of the
third-day of the four-day
match in Point-a-Pjerre.

Left-handed Lara, who has
been named in West Indies’
final squad of 14 for next
month's World Cup, reached
s in 202 minutes,
and struck 13 fours and a six.
He made 77 in the first in-
nings.

After a cautious start, Lara
soon got into his stride,
stroking the ball to all parts
on the way of his

Fiery paceman Patterson
Thompson removed Lara, in-
ducing the batsman to pull a
ball into the hands o{ﬁayd
Reifer -on the square leg

Test fast' bowlers Curtly
Ambrose (3-11) and Kenny
Benjamin (3-50) swept the
Leeward Islands to victory
over the Windward Islands by
an innings and seven runs
with a day and two sessioris
tos in Anguilla. -

¢ Windwards, who fol-
lowed on 161 behind. were
bowled esut for 154, with
Jensen Joseph (2-53) and
Hamish Anthony (2-23) effec-

tﬂi:delg au]:tpaf'ung Ambrose

Abedi's Naﬁons'
Cup dream
suffers a jolt

PORT ELIZABETH, Jan
29: Abedi Pele, who missed

the ’?]';3;!12 Alrican Nations'
Cup suspension,
could miss out if Ghana reach

the final again after badly
spraining his ankle in his
side’'s 1-0 quarterfinal win
over Zaire on Sunday. re-
ports Reuter.®

The Ghanaian captain has
been ruled out of Wednes-
day's semifinal against South
Africa and if his team win
that matech he will face an

. uphill battle to be fit if Ghana

make the final. :

Although there is no
break, Ghana spokesman Vusi
Kama confirmed that Pele
and Brazilian coach Ismael
Kuritz had ruled the player
out of Wednesday's match in
the hope that he may re-
cover in time for the final on
Sat . should Ghana beat
the host nation.

is badly sprained and
the teammn management said
they have no option but to
rest Abedi. They can only
hope that the team can win
wi t him and that he can
recover in time for the final.”
Kama said.

Pele was named man-of-
the-match after his team's
narrow victory at the Boet
Erasmus Stadium and was re-
sponsible for seiting up
siriker Tony Yeboah's win-

nlnggml.

ut instead of being able
to relax and look forward to
the semifinal, Pele must
have been reminded of 1992
when he inspired Ghana to
-the final against the ]vory
Coast. only to miss the
malch because of two yellow
cards during the competi-
tion. Ghana lost the final

| 11-10 on penalties after a O-

0 draw.

On Sunday Pele was the
target of over-robust Zairean
tackling for much of the
match, but the Torino play-
maker seemed to hdve sur-
vived until a heavy tackle in
the 80th minute left him

Lanka mll!nidln:u_rlcmu hobbling and nursing his left
. - m " F

games

Celebrated Kenyan long-distance runner Moses

T
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Kiptanui gallops past the finish line to win the 3,000
metres race of the IAAF international indoor athletie
meet at the Budapest Sports Hall, Hungary on Jan 28,

Kiptanui clocked 7:38.71 secs.

— AFP/UNB photo
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on January 28.

- BARCELONA,
Jan 29: Canada's
hockey coach
has called for an
inquiry into In-
dia's 0-0 draw
with Malaysia which clinched
the final Olympic Games
berth for Malaysia at the
expense of the Canadians on
Sunday, reports Reuter.

. Eight-times Olympic
champions India gave a per-
formance which "disgusted”

their own coach Cedric
Pereira as they were held by
Malaysia, the fifth-ranked
Asian side, in their final game
of the 10-day qualifying tour-
nament.
The draw put Malaysia
into the Atlanta Games, ren-
dering academic Canada's
later 7-1 defeat of Belarus.
Canada's coach Shiaz
Virje, Kenyan-born of Indian
nts, was highly critical of
he India-Malaysia game,
reed by observers to be one
the most boring interna-
tionals ever.

‘U’hi]e said: "The Interma-
tional Hockey Federation
should call for an inquiry to
prove that they are in charge

| of this game.

"We were taught that hon-
esty was the essence of the
Olympic ideal.”
With India's commitment
to beating Malaysia under
'gquestion, coach ira told
an earlier news conference:
“If there is an iota of truth in
what 'is being said outside
this I will resign immedi-
ately. .

"Our performance was
miserable, disgusting. dis-
gracelul. My players were to-

tally unfocused."”
Malaysia had packed their
defence throughout the

match and India rarely pene-
irated to thelr circle in a

1 game played at slow pace.

The main action came
from the Canadian supporters

during their match of the Atlanta '96 Olymp

.......
_______

M st B

England’'s Hazlitt (R) and Belgiumi's Vanbhemelen fight for the possession of the ball |
ic hockey qualifying tournament in Barcelona

India were also slow-

handdapﬁ in the ond
half by a large munnﬁ the

Ccr .

There was just one penalty

corner in the entire match,

forced by Malaysia's Nor Sai-
ful in the 17th minute. His
shot was comfortably saved.
India's ondy assault on the
Mala cariie when in-
side jeev Kumar hit a

reverse stick shot into the
side-netting.

The draw cost India top
slot after' the Netherlands

Hockey sans
off-side?

' BARCELONA, Jan 29: The

off-side rul® in hockey will be
scrap for an experimental
period of 12 months from
August 5 this year in a move
to make the game more at-
tractive for spectators, re-
ports Reuter,

In a statement on the final
day of the Olympic qualifying
tournament here on Sunday,
the International Hockey
Federation (FIH) said the
change would be introduced
after the Atlanta Olympics.

The FIH said it hoped the
move would transfer the bal-
ance of pﬂth? }?hwards at-
tackers so B I.n%n
ence u events w?lf'he *

and that more goals,
fewer whistles and increased
ol::en spaces around the cir-
cle will result.” :

Two other experimenta
rules to be introduced inter-
nationally in August require
all players other than the
striker to stand five metres
from the ball when it is
played at free hits hit-ins and
corners and that the long
corner be taken from a spot
[lve metres from the'corner
flag on the sideline.

Che Qaily Star 11
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— AFP/UND photo

Canadians smell a rat

_ later beat Spain 2-1 in the fi-
and then barracked them.

nal game of the tournament.

e Indians finished sec-
ond on goal difference. The

other three qualifiers are

Malaysia. Spain and Britain.
Britain completed an un-

beaten run with a 2-0 win
over Belgium, Calum Giles

scoring two second-half

corner goals.

Later, Els Van Breda-

Vriesman, secretary-general
of the International Hockey

Federation (FIH). said they
had received no official
complaint. but she had met
representatives of the Cana-
dian team.

"If there is any suggestion
of impropriety, there could
be an investigation,” she said.

GROUPINGS FOR
ATLANTA

Meanwhile Germany, the
Olympic champions, and Pak-
istan. the World Cup holders,
will be in the same group in
the Atlanta Games men's
hockey tournament.

The International Hockey
Federation announced the
two groups alter the guahfy-
ing tournament ended on
Sunday,

Group A: Argentina. Ger-
E}Sany‘ India. Pakistan. Spain,

Group B: Australia. Britain,
Malaysia, the Netherlands,
South Africa. South Korea.

- A e e -
POINTS T

Final men's Olympic
hockey qualifying tournament
table a(I]'ler matches played
here on Sunda{ — first tive
qualify (tabulated under
matches plaved. won. drawri.
lost. goals for, against points)
Netherlands 7 ¥ L 25 LA
India
Great Borain
Sisalin
M.davs..
Lan L
Belgivim
Belarus
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Nl MELBOURNE,

Jan 29 (Reuter):
It was supposed
to be a year
when arch-riva-
Is Pete Sampras
Agassi would
continue slugging it for the
right to be c number one
— but Boris Becker rewrote
the script at the Australian

The 28-year-old Germaﬂn-u
ve

and Andre

hfirst Gr Slam title in

years has produced an in-
triguing scenario for 1996
with both Becker and his fel-
low Open finalist, Michael
Chang. hu?y and in the
mood to battle for top
honours.

ned his
from

True, Agassi r
number one ranking
Sampras in the years first

| Grand Slam gvent when he

came back from two sets

down to beat old

|Jim Courier in a dramatic

But, out of sorts, the 25-
year-old was humbled in
t sets in the mﬂﬂt . nals

was bli in the

1 round by Australia's un-
;ﬁ:ded teenager Mark
And then there was the
super-fit Australian Thomas
Muster, desperate to prove
himself on any surface other

than :la(yn who is now

second in the rankings after
Sampras’ urlz exit and his
own progrmﬁ hrough to the
last 16.

Muster, who won his first
Grand Slam title on clay at
last year's French Open,
knows that despite the hard
work that took him among
the game's elite last year,
some of the top players do
not believe he should be
there.

“I've always had com-
ranking
tem,” Agassi said after his
fourth-round defeat of Swede
Jonas Bjokrkman in the 6.35
million US dollars event.

"I know that when | step
on court | would fear playing
Pete 99.9 per cent of the
|time more than Muster,”
added Agassi who believes
winning or tournaments
away from his specialist sur-

| Agassi. “Until

face.
with

Courier agreed

Muster must prove himsell by

proves

that he can win a Grand Slam
on another surface other than
clay. he's not the number one
in my mind." =

uster. 28. much ad-
mired for his gritty come-
back to the game after he was
knocked down by a drunken
driver in Miami seven years
ago, responded to the broad-
side by announcing he would
E!ay ¢ grass courts of Wim-

ledon this year.

“I'm going to play Wimble-
don, I'm going to play
Queen's, I'm going to play
Halle, I'm going to play three
grass court tournaments,”
said the left-hander whose
four Wimbledon appearances
in his 1l-year-career have
ended in the first round.

Sitting below the top
three is a mature and relaxed
Boris Becker, who broke his
five-year-Grand Slam drought
and the demons that
sent him in the early
rounds here after last win-

ning the title in 1991.
ger_her. who has now won

six Grand Slams in a glitter-

ing 12-year-career, believes

* he can win a few more before

he F.Il‘.l B} his racket.
[ still lieve 1 have a
of big ones left in me.
As as I'm not embarrass-

myself in shorts, then I'm
ng to do it,” Becker said

ITF may face
trouble

MELBOURNE, Jan 29:
Lawyers for tennis stars Mats
Wilander and Karel Novacek
re to court In
this week to clear
their names over ations

were y tested
for cocaine at last years
French ggul championships.

n-: behalf of our clients,

say they'
Ln:ld-un

we categorically deny the al-
legation,” the lawyers said in

"We hlﬂilll detectnr evi-

our clients are

the truth in denying
ltl.ﬁlhm*thl.‘

witnesses (0 prove our

clients' innocence, as the rrr

rules require,” the

Dt s ot

World. "

tement .
in the gr!ulh tabloid, News
of the

Where experience counts

after his ruthlessly eflicient
lour-sets victory over Chang
in Sunday's final.

Becker, who admits he is
now in the autumn of his ca-
reer, has an immediate goals
to add the French Open to

his three Wimbledon., two
Australian and US titles,
Beaten [finalist, world

number five Chang. went into
the Open [it and confident he
could end a seven-vear Grand
Slam drought since winiin
his only title, the Frenc

. as a raw 17-year-old.

With a longer racket to
help his serve, the diminu-
tive American sailed through
to the final. beating all before
him in straight sets and pro-
claiming on the way that the
gap between him and the top
players was closing.

1 think I'm pgaining on
them.," 23-year-old Chang
said before the final.
"Sampras and Agassi have
reached the peak of their ca-
reers but | feel my best vears
are still ahead of me."

But the bigger, more pow-
erful Becker brought home
how difficult the modern

gane is for a player only 1.73
metres (5 ft B ins} tall. no
matter how fast and mobile.

While the mmen s event has
left questions unanswered,
Monica Seles answered the
big one by burying any doubts
she did not merijt the joint
world number one ranking
E,]Vl:ll her on her return to

is last August after her

1993 attack in Hamburg.

The 22-year-old top seed
won her ninth Grand Slam
title in an emotional final
against Germanvy's Anke Hu-
ber and even without arch-ri-
val Stefli Gral. recuperating
from foot surgery; the Yu-
goslav-born American showed
she was in a higher class.

It was only her fourth
tournament since her return
to tennis after a 28-month
lay-of to recover from the

ysical and a psychological
rauma but she extended her
unbeaten record in Australia
to 32 matches. embracing
four Australian Open titles.

* Her father Karoljs tears in
the Centre Court stands after
her triumph and her subse-
quent breakdown at a post-
match news conference
when asked about the stab-
bing by a crazed Graf fan

t home how special
the was for Seles.



