@The Baily Star

| Founder-Editor: Late 8. M. Ali
\ o
An Elevating Call
When political crises continuing inter-

minably for over two years has all but robbed
us of our capacity to see somewhat beyond our
nose, a five-nation seminar in Dhaka on Sat-
urday brought in a whiff of fresh breeze sooth-
| ing our soul. Remaking education in South
Asia: Making a South Asian University — the
very subject they talked about promises a
respite from the claustrophobic impositions
| on our society, specially education.

Professor Rehman Sobhan said we haven't
had a chance to try our own ca ties in edu-
cation — the administration hasn't as much as
read through the pages of the extensive Task
l Force Report on education, But isn't this
neglect quite in line with the treatment
successive governments meted out to the
Khuda Commission Report? This report was
avoided very consistently as if it were taboo.

The suggestion that came up from the pro-
ceedings of the seminar as its key-nots — for
an expansion of the spectrum of our education
beyond national boundaries and petty
nationalist ideals, is a call to open our closed
minds to mankind's redeeming legacies of
knowledge and humanity — love for the planet
and all that constitute it. This is an elevating
idea very timely focussed on.

Education in Bangladesh is not yet infected
by nationalist jingoism andvother limiting

~influences. The highly compartmentalised |

education is weighted on the side of religious
or non-modern backward-looking dogma-
based teaching. And the remaining general
and secular schooling is not what it seems or
| it could have been. The communal

e

underpinnings fail to inspire one to love
one's own people and the land that helds
them. It is largely an education not to inte-

grate but to divide.
It is a problem not quite peculiar to

Bangladesh. Other nations would at best be

We appeal to the enlightened participants
of the seminar and other thinkers and
activists in the education sector to first
comprehend the anti-education and anti-
culture elementa prevalent in the region and
set things on the right track. :

After the Trade Fai

The Dhaka International Trade Fair '96 has
been a big success by past standards. Some of
the impressions left on those who could pay a
visit to it are bound to linger and circulate for:
a good length of time. A big hand tq the

baffled by certain facts of our education. |

organisers who could bring it _at par with

time by countries in the South Asia region.

The sale proceeds and the collection of
gate money and custom duties, estimated at
Tk 150 crore and Tk 6,180,740 and Tk 75
lakh respectively, were rather substantial. And -
there has been a repatriation of incomes by

international fairs organised from time to I

the foreign exhibitors who thereby formed an
idea of the market-size here.

But an international fair's success has to be
measured beyond the immediacy of the con-
| sumer products soaked up by a buying public
?I’HWII by the appeal of an international trade
air.

The acquaintance with the range and qual-
ity of our own products and an understanding
of where these stood in relation to ‘the items
manufactured by other countries have been
educative no doubt but that's not all there is.
to the potency of a modern trade fair. It is a
powerful medium to create new business by
signing up fresh contracts and to pave the way
for investment in collaborational projects

In both these areas there have been very
modest gains through the Dhaka fair : export
orders to the tune of Tk 25 crore were nego-
tiated with Japan for toys and with the UK for
our ceramic products. Discussions ‘are to be-
gin soon with a Thai company for a medical
clinic and an electronic goods plant here.

Such things would have perhaps come in
steadily if we had the foreign manufacturers
in our now-operating two export processing .
zones set up their shops at the Dhaka fair.
The exposition of their exportables could help
win good business for them and perhaps a
bigger foreign investment for the EPZs.

Let's make up for this with the help of\a
world trade centre we are going to have in:
Dhaka as a permanent venue for the display of '
our products. S

| Be Transparent

Privatisation of 11 more BTMC mills is sai
to be on the anvil. In an earlier phase, out of
10 units attempted to be disinvested, only six
could be sold to the private sector, At that -
rate of success, one tends to keep one's fin-
%EI'B crossed over the next phase of Prlvatiaa-

on.

These units,.loss-making as they had 'been
for years, were a constant drag on the national
exchequer. So obsolete have their machinery
become that they are devoid of an pgssibility
of reaching a break-even point without a size-
able BMR. The basic question is: why sué¢h los-
Ing concerns would generate any interest in
| the private Sector unless there is a guarantee

for fiscal and credit facilities attached to the
offers? 4

We do not think, the surplus employees
need to resist the process’ if, as promised,
I safety-net is provided to them after re-
trel?chment. . |

aving said that, let's urge the Textiles
Ministry to make sure that the tendering is
transparent both for outright sale as well as
for dismantling the unsold units to recover
their full scrap value. Even where auction is"
involved we must be careful not to dispose of .
any unit at a throw-away price. ...
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Palestinian Election — Symbol of Statehood

Palestinians are moving
towards their final goal

tinian state. Jan 20, 1996
remains a historic for the

e
‘tasted’ first - flavour of
Palestinian state which, of
course to be materi-

alised in the near future. Ex-,

cept some vielence In He-
bron and some incidences in
East' Jerusalem mainly due to
excess committed z Israeli
lacuﬂty‘hrm el was
held in & quieter atmosphere.
Turnout was heavy — indeed
more than 80 munt in
West Bank and t 90 per
cent in Gaza. This was a total
defeat for Hamas as it chal-
PLO and declared that

it would claim victory if the
turmout was less than 50 per
cenit. The heavy turnout in-
deed endorsed Mﬁt’nmce
ocess and now he should
in a pesition to move for-

ward with stronger support
and confidence.

Palestinians had enough
reasons to celebrate their
victory. It was first gen-
eral election for the Pales-
tinians which enabled them
to democratic elect their
President and the 88-mem-
ber slative Council. In-
deed, tl"e:;cme first demo-
cratical ted government
for the Palestinians.

Though there were a
number of complaints from
Arafat's o
about election irregularities
for which the recounting of
votes was ordered, the elec-

LOWLY but steadily the _

of the Pales- h

estinians

ppositioh candidates .

Apart from the fact that Palestinians have got back Gaza Strip
East Jerusalem through holding of general election there

and villages,

and most of West Bank towns
in terms of confirming their solid claim on

tah Group
overall majority in the
slative Council but re-
E:ru of the Election Moni-
ring Groups did not indi-
cate any :
The other interesting part

of the Palestinian election
was that some women also

contested; indeed, Arafat was
challe by a woman —
— a 70~ old

to secure slightl

r cent o
which is considerable in the
backdrop of the overall situa-

tion in the M<East. It is still
more Iinteresting that a

woman — Hanan Ashrawi — a
human rights activist, was
elected from East Jerusalem
with comfortable margin and
might lead a sizeable o -
tion in the Palestinian -
islative Council. Latest elec-
tion results show that Arafat's
Fattah Group won 50 seats in

B8-member slative Cou-
ncil leavin 8 to inde-
dent and minority mem-

s. Arafat would, therefore,
have to face a strong -
tion in the Legislative Counci
and this would cut down
Arafat's personal maneuver-

- ties,

the votes’

ability in the political and
economic decisions.

Despite some irregulari-
the real democratic
process has set in this part of
the Middle East, which may
gradually find its way into the
other areas — hopefully with-
out much violence. Here the
US may play a significant role
for establishing or encourag-
ing democracy in some other
states of Middle East as it has
good relations with some of

them. Only thing the US has
to do is to give priority to
having democratic process in
those states over its other
strategic and political inter-
ests. '

- Apart from the fact that
Palestinians have got back
Gaza Strip and most of West
Bank towns and villages, they
have also scored initial vic-
tory in terms of confirming
their solid claim on East
Jerusalem through holding of
general election there alon

with the rest of West Ban

and Gaza. Israeli authorities,

by agreeing to Palestinian ge-
ner:?rcltttinn in East Jeru-

salem, virtually agreed to
ultimately cede this part of
Jerusalem to the Palestinians.
Indeed, Shimon Peres had no
alternative. Without East
Jerusalem to Palestinians
there can be no peace in ME.
This is why Shimon Peres
opted for gradual of

present Israeli stand on t
Jerusalem issue. However, Is-
raeli authorities being con-

scious of the situation started
building up new

Israeli

apartment and office blocks
encroaching on big chunk
land in the suburbs of East

Jerusalem. The idea is to
ab as much land as ble
om East Jerusalem it

is handed over to the Pales-

tinians.

This is a victory for Shi-
mon Peres also as through
Arafat's landslide victory with
88 per cent votes in his
favour, the peace process got
overwhelming endorsement
from the Palestinians. Hamas
will now lose more members
to PLO. However, Shimon
Peres will have to face right-
ists demonstration and vio-

lence in Israel proper as it
has become more or less evi-
dent that Israel would have tc
cede East Jerusalem to Pales-
tinians.

The tions of the fi-
nal status of the occupied
territories including Jeru-
salem must start from May,
'96. This has put Shimon
Peres into a d ma as he
has to face Israeli eral
election in October-Novem-
ber, '96. One idea is to hold
general election in May and
obtain fresh mandate which
will enable Shimon Peres to
negotiate with Palestinians
with more confidence and
flexibilities. Aceording to the
latest opinion poll,
Peres and his Labour Party
stand far abead of Likud. May,
‘96 may be am appropriate
time for Labour to go for the
general election. Oncé Shi-
mon Peres gets the clear ma-
Jority in the Knesset which is
g@lmost certaln under the
. t situation, it would be
ar easier for him to make
suitable concessions to.the
Palestinians and also to Syri-
ans during the forthcoming
negotiations.

As Arafat has already got
clear mandate, fresh mandate
for Shimon Peres appears
necessary. In case the peace
negotiations start in May, and
the demands for transfer of
East Jerusalem to Palestini-
ans and Golan Height to Syri-

himon -

ans come up in the
tions. the stand of Isr on
these issues may
thereby cut down /reduce the
popularity of Shimon Peres
and his ur P . Thus
the idea for holding early
general election seems quite
appropriate. -
The first mandate for
Shimon Peres would put him
at par with Arafat in terms of
people's support for the
peace process which is very
important for comprehensive
peace in the Middle East.

Arafat's crushing vic
has also cleared the way for
PLO to drop the s pro-
vision from the PLO Charter
that deals with the destruc-
tien of Israel. Earlier the
Palestine National Council —

the PLO parliament in exile —

“would not make any decision

on this “as IIIE;:] members
posed any c e in the
PLO. Charter. Afte

O Charter. After PLO's
signing on Decla-
ration, this provision of PLO

Charter ome invalid as
both the Palestinians and Is-

raelis decided to live as
neighbours. Indeed, Israeli -
authority is now the

Palestine National Counecil
members to return to the oc-
cu territories to facilitate

of the meeting of the

_ Palestine National Council so

that it could drop that spe-
ci provision in the PLO
Charter. Once this is done,
Israeli public reaction would
undoubtedly turn positive to-

wards the process and
this may g:l:mtn:nte better

confidence between the Pa-
lestinians and the lsraelis.
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HERE is one luxury
tented only for

adeshis — bdnf
eight o'cloc

late. The
teacher, the nine o'elock
officer, the ten o'clock

shopkeeper, and other hourly
prolessionals conSider it
almost a legitimate part of
their contract to be an hour
or so late, on this or that
pretext.

The teacher is never to be
uestioned, the officer has
the union, the shopkeeper
could not care less and to the
others it does not really
matter.

This culture of being late
has prompted the initiation
of a beehive of excuses —
some more original than the
others.

The teacher was stud
the officer's car lost all four
tyres, the shopk r .re-

membered his keys only after - '

. ones knewn as

coming halfl way ffom his
house In Matuail, Ehentudent !
had to drop his Bhabi's.

cousin's brother-in-law's
nephew to school, the doctor
went to see off his aunt at ZIA
and there was this big
hungama at Farmgate, the
businessman was awaiting a
call from Amsterdam, the
banker though today was Fri-

It's Divine to b

caught in the traffic jam.
These are all simple excuses
and are usually only a layer

dﬂt%.]
ere are multi-layered
und
Excuses. For instance: the
com hcx::;e ll:f tg;
newspaper ha ., late
three hours, goes like this.
He was late because the 'gl
per came out late; but that
was unavoidable on account of
the power failure in the
E'eu; which anyway got de-
yed earlier that evening as
the report was filed late; but
what could the re r sha-
heb do? the chiel guest ar-
rived two hours after sched-
ule, having
mee . etc, etc; even with-
out the meeting the chief
t had not option because
t was his dar

a day late. But. the

ceennse ([Aw! Shut up for
heaven’s sakel) : .

- v ey = = - =

Pseudonyms are accepted. However,
tions must bear the writer's

and constitutional

amendments

Sir., Under a multi-
democratic system, it is im-
rative that all concerned
iding the ruling and the
opposition; parties and the
people should take part
the elections sponta-
neously and the voters should
cast their votes without fear,
favour or ill-will towards any-

!malﬁgnﬁtflg over
government' or 'no
caretaker government', uni-
lateral general elections,
army takeover, hartals and
strikes at the cost of untold

sufferings of the. can-
4 not help Li;lg& rid of the
RS Gt
The present tical at-
manEemd l&gdi order
situation in the is not
conducive to holding a free,
fair, mes ‘ .eredible

- general elec ol

. We do not know whom to

blame? Let us leave the mat-
to the future historians t
ecide. |

We do not.like continued

hartals and strikes, rail-road-.
waterways blockade by the

opposition — Awami League,
Jamaat-e-Islami, Jatiya Party
and others — on the one
hand, and unilateral general
elections by the ruling BNP
on the other. We abhor con-
frontation between the rul
and opposition parties an
among the people good for
no : |
Under the present com-
plex gnd deteriorating situa-
tion, it is only and ‘only’ the
ple’s vote which can re-

solve this political crisis.
Our Constitution tells us
clearly how we can d

our Constitution -vide cle
No. 142, But our Constitution
does not tell us whether we
-are required to make a 'de
or a 'post facto’
amendments in our Constitu-
tion. Our Constitution is to-
tally silent on the matter, So,

titutionally and lawfully,
we can make 'de facto' and
'post facto' amendments in
‘our Constitution as per Arti-
cle No. 142 as and when

in .

\

| admission

necessary.

So let us hold a free, fair,
me and credible gen-
eral elections under a care-
taker government either
headed by Chief Justice of
Bangladesh Mr. M Afzal or
former Ac President Mr.
Shahabuddin Ahmed, make
necessary 'post facto'

arhendments in our Constitu- .

‘tion in the greatest . interest
of the nation and save our
democracy and country from
an impending disaster.

O H Kabir
6, Hare Street.
Wari, Dhaka-1203

- schools

‘Sir, Your report, in the is-
sue of Jahuary 13, about
Dhaka's te schools and
the editorial in which you
commented .upon them is not
the ;hnte truth. Yes, there
may be many schools who are
charging exorbitant fees and
huge amounts as "donations”.
But then why are so many
Reople Jeady to- pay these

uge sums for thelr chil-
dren's schooling? Why are
the services of these schools
so much in demand that they
can set their own fees and

still have students clamour-

ing at their doors? The sim-
ple answer is that many (I do

. not say all) of these schools

rovide the services that
ardians and parents want.
our reporter quoted the ad-
verse opinion of some par-
ents regarding these schools,
but then, why were these
persons there, outside the
school gatu. ready to pay the
horrendous fees required for
to them? Their
_ te schools
is ‘not sh one
who has children in'them.
Many of these schools, even
the ones that are staffed by
teachers who lack formal
training, are far better than
the t schools.
ent schools are
e g et
-equippe and over-
crowgedp End the education
they provide is some dare say
‘'no education at all.' If you
think the teachers in the pri-

about

been in a cabinet

“who is

mand for something,

i

by Chintito

being late is that if can
ﬁ:‘m with it a mr:‘;lale of

thinking about it any earlier
and having been on time.so

, you not only ponder many times.
about making it a habit, but Perhaps you have been on
actually curse yourself for not (ime to some places on a few
' P ., WHAT! YoU'RE
N TIimE? |°LL J
FIRE You FoR -

vate schools are untrained,
what would you call those
teachers in the government
schools who boast B.Ed and
M.Ed degrees and still ap-

pear to be uneducated and .

untrained? What would you
call those teachers who have
“received training” at gov-
ernment institutions and var-
ious foreign countries under
aid s but to whom

all of S sive traini
has been liEt: water off nf
are accus-

duck's back? If you
ing the teachers of private
Is of running private tu-
ition dens, spare a for
what government school
teachers do — and not gov-
ernment school teachers
alone but government college
teachers too. Private tuition
run by them is now an indus-
o ‘E;.SL '
y 8 you. a pri-
vate school hranher_ for dupiﬂ
something he/she is all
her employers to do, un-
e a government tg:ai:h;.;
the rules to engage in private
tuition of his own pupils?
The hurgrennjng, ,the pro-
liferation, of private 'schools
in %’qdm‘ 2 pacioaiarly 1s. the
arly is
ﬁm on of an economic law.
ere there is a strong d]:.-:-
the
demand will be supplied. In
this case. the blame, if blame

there is, should be laid at the

door of those who allowed
the demand to grow. Had the
overnment, with tax money,
een able to give us nice
clean schools with trained,
caring teachers not a single
rivate school would ever
ave been able to make
money out of this business.
No ﬁnfcrnmcnt in
Bangladesh for erhaps
decades will be able to do
that. Meanwhile, what wpuld
you like the parents of chil-
dren to do? Send our chil-
diten to the bedlams that the
‘Education Directorate runs
under the name of schools?
This is particularly hard for
the parent who is, b
Bangladeshi standards, well-
to-do. | know that, according
the philosophy of our many
"intellectuals,” one should
not haveysympathy for the
rich. But, had there been no
rivate schools, imagine the
ame of mind of a self-made
businessman, or even a low-
paid professional willing to
make sacrifices for his chil-
dren, who has the to
pay for a better sort of edu-
cation and yet cannot find a
ﬁ:rud school to send his or
child to.
In your

editorial you

seemed to be appealing for
some sort of regulation of
private schools, regulation, I
resume, by the government.’
I agree that education

is too serious a matter to be
left lated and unsuper-
vised, 1 do not think that
ﬁuvcrnm:nt should heavy-
andedly start to oversee the
rivate sector in education.
overnment regulations
merely spawn increased cor-

‘ruption and the original rea-

son for government interfer-
ence remains unaddressed.
Witness the government reg-
ulation in Ershad times re-
gardln% the safety certifica-
tion of motor vehicles. Is
there less pollution on the

streets now, or fewer acci-

dents due to fa -
ment, than before this legis-
lation was passed? Certainly
not. The only result has been
that a certain number of gov-
ernment employees haye
found yet another source of

“illegal gratification. Anyone

who thinks that education
has fewer opportunities for
this sort of corruption should
visit the Secondary Education
Boards of the country and
even more so the Text Book
Board. Many allege that such
vices at these places is at
about the same level as at the
Secretariat. The recent deci-
sion of the government to do
away with admission tests for
college entrants is viewed by
many as to increase corrup-
tion in the Secondary Educa-
tion Boards for obvious rea-
sons. Should private schools
be required. for instance, to
undergo inspection by the
Education Directorate the
first result would be that the
Directorate would devise a
complex method of applica-
tion. The applications would
then be bureaucratically held
up (the roverbial
"movement of files" in gov-

ernment oftfices). The next
step would be for each
school, in desperation or
merely in seeking the easy
way out, to grease the palms
of the relevant officials. The
final results would be that the
same number, and the same
kind of new schools. would
operate in Dhaka city and
elsewhere, but, because of
the expense incurred in gain-
ing government permission,
the extra costs would be
passed on to the parents and
guardians of the students.

No, government should
not meddle in this matter.
The private schools are nec-
essary and should be allowed
to operate with the minimum
of staté regulation. Rather
than be regulated by the gov-

Late

occasions. But, like a nin-

compoop, you discovered

that the decorator arrived

after you, or that the previous

seminar on Using dental floss

in tropical regions was still

continuing (because they

.HAD to start late), or that the
community ceéntre owner

tﬂ:u ht you were the host of

t

Disgusted, you switch over

to being a true Ba and

shift your hour hand by a

couple of hours. Now that you

are going late to a function,

you are actually on time.
Amazing! And, everyone re-
spects you for that., The dec-

orator gives you a big salam

and you are introduced to the

community centre owner by

the actual father of the bride.

The bridegroom? Well, he

has just not arrived as yet.
Management of several
organisations, concerned of

_late by the late arrival of em-

ployees been compelled

=H--gl'vr:' t;;: mitt:r serious
thetsght. Some have come u
with the novel idea of prvvld?
ing on-c us :

other facili-
‘enough,

recreation and

i

ou know how much your

haaaabi Ilikes fresh
catliflower;
went to drop son to

?:hcx#. yes! | sort of married
te;
‘ had to give Amma (you
know mother-in-law) a lift
back home.

Soon the campus has a
bazaar, a school but, of
course, no man t in its
right sense should change

our mother-in-law. A late

atif is, however, unper-
turbed by the changes. He
now thinks this new bazaar is
too expensive or he owes so
much to a certain shop that
he has to avoid the bazaar al-
together. The school, of
course, does not suit his
child, not vice versa. So, he
ends up in another haat, an-
other school and a bagful of
. excuses.

Does his late arrival mean
that the stays till 7
PM to make up for his 11
o'clock start? No, Sir-reel He
is a Than of ple and will
board his homebound vehi-
cle, ked dutside his office
blocking all other traffic for
two hours, to the dot on
time. Alter all, would it not
inhuman to delay the bus
. he, too, has a family
ocial life, you know.

e —

as right now, at the mercy of
market ' forces. The bad
among them will be weeded
out the consumer and the
Food eft to prosper. What is
elt to be bad the good
ones (e.g., the disregard of
national themes in the cur-
ricula of the English medium
school) will also in time cor-
rect itself. The English
medium schools who are now
using Western or Indian text-
books will stop using them
once guardians start com-
ﬂlaining and our own pub-
shers start cing use-
able textbooks in English.
The reason why we have no
textbooks of our own is that
he market so far has re-
mainéd too small for them.
Once the market can support
the production of
Bangladeshi books thc;hwﬂl
certainly be produced. Those
who protest over much about
the existence of English
medium schools ignore the
popular demand for them:;
ignore the reason why they
were revived after being
banned in the seventies.
It is all very well to decry and
belittle an English-medium
education for our children in
the abstract. In practice ev-
m:;;l knows tggil;': the
a.ngua%. a .or a
degree from a Western coun-
try opens doors that a ver-
nacular education does not.
Sneering at English-medium
education is only part of that
well-known kind of hypocrisy
whereby our politicians, in-
tellectuals and our national
elite speak about the i r-
tance of the national | age
in public and then go home
and mail applications to
American universities for
their children.

The solution to the prob-
lems that you have men-
tioned is not to suppress the

rivate schools or the

nglish-medium schools but
to allow them to grow and
develop and increase in
number. h{gglcef tm
enough sc s for
th:lt:lgats will come down and
the quality (following another
economic law) will go up. (To
evtntualliy have enough
schools for everybody is
something that the govern-
ment cannot do, but the pri-

vate sector can). If getting an

education in English is a bad
thing, education in English
will disappear once its

worthlessness is
demonstrated and its need is
not felt. But as long as its
need is demonstrated,
demonstrable and felt. school
education in English will

government can
ban English schools but such
a ban 'will not *stop

Bangladeshis from sen
their children abroad or to
neighbouring India, as many
are doing even now, as

as they feel that it is
something worth investing
in.

A concerned citizen
Rajshahi

Oath and the
Constitution

Sir, 1 have noticed with
interest the recent utter-
ances of a minister sta
that, the government and the
Chief Election Commissioner
took oath to protect the Con-
stitution, and therefore, they

-were oath-bound to hold the

election even unilaterally. In
opinion, the minister has
mixed up the END with the
MEANS. "Oath” or
"Constitution” were adopted
as a means to an end only.
The ultimate end is the
"Country and welfare of its
People™. :
Under the present politi-
cal impasse, neither any oath

nor the Constitution are act-
ing as means to achieve the

ultimate end. As such,
repeating the same “tune”
time and again, will not hel

meet the desired end. May
draw the attention of the
minister concerned to the
following instances when the
people rose to the occasion
and defied the oath and the
Constitution to meet the
ultimate objective —
"Freedom of Bangladesh”.

al The Chief Justice of
ersiwhile East Pakistan re-
fused to administer oath to
notorious Tikka Khan in
1971 even though he took
oath to do so.

b} The wvaliant Bengalee
soldiers defied their oath of
allegiance to Pakistan and its
Constitution in 1971 and
fought for liberation of the
COUIIIY.

Therefore, let there not
be a single person or group
claiming to be the sole
guardian of upholding the
Constitution. Let this sacred
task continue to remain with
each and every citizen of this
country irrespective of their
cast. creed and political affil-
jations.

Md Ataul Hogue
3 Pisciculture Road

Mohammadpur
Dok



