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Pakistani mourners look at the bodies of 10 out of 20 people
killed in Friday's rocket attack on Forward Kahuta near
ceasefire line in Pakistan-controlled Kashmir on Saturday

Villagers flee home to escape fighting |

Indo-Pak troops continue |
firing on Kashmir border

after

JAMMU, India Jan 28: seven of them were the officer said. “They fired
Some 200 Muslim villagers  wounded by Pakistani firing sands of rounds, and we I
flet the Kashmir borfler to-  overnight. back.” He said the firing

Indian defence sources
sald troops were exchanging
heavy mechinegun fire today

day as Indian and Pakistani

lrnn exchanged heavy fire
F.c mﬂ day running

was continuing
The officer sald artillery
had not been used by either

iul a rocket strike on a at seven places along the side

Pakistani mosque, reports ru frontier that divides Indian and Pakistani tro-

AFP Indian-and Pakistani-held ops exchange fire daily on
indian officials said in this Kashmir. tf?e Kashmir border. but the

winter capital of Kashmir An army officer said the fighting escalated after two

that 40 Muslim families iving heaviest firing was in the rockets slammed into a

border area of Chicken Nech,
so called because of its shape,
which was the scene of

bloody tank battles in 1965

near the border had taken
shelter in interior wvil to
scape the continuing
skirmishes.

mosque in a vill in Pak-
istani- held lhlhﬁ on Fri-

day, killing 20 worshippers.

— Reuter/UNB photo
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6 rebels killed in East Timor: s

alleged pro-indendnece rebels were shot dead and two
detained by the military in East Timor, the offlicial Antara

news agency reported yesterday from DIili,

the troubled

enclave's capital, AFP reports from Jakarta.

East Timor's military Commander Colonel Mahidin
Simbclon, through spokesman Captain Joko Purwadi. said
in Dili that a military team shot dead five alleged rebels
from the pro-independence movement Fretilin in the

Viquezue area Frida

alleged rebe! and
regiun Thursday.

etained

and another team fatally shot one

two others in the Ermera

rince's aid on Ramadan:

P. Saudi rince on Saturday donated more than five million
dollars tn charity organisations in Rivadh to be distributed

to the needy during
AFP reports from Riyadh.

the Muslim hﬂh month of Ramadan,

UN ends Guatemala mission:

UN team Saturday concluded a three-day mission to
Guatemala after obtaining assurance the authorilies were
willing to resume negotiations with anti-government
rebels, AFP reports from Guatemala.

UN special envoy Marrake Goulding said that the gov-

ernment had rmteratf:d
peace process.
it was determined

its willingness to reactivate the
He said the government also made it clear
"to seek a permanent accord” with the

Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unit

Russian HR Commissioner resi

o1l
resignation of his human rights commissioner,

President Boris Yeltsin

from Moscow.

S
Saturday accepted the
AP reports

Sergei Kovlayov. an outspoken foe of Yeltsin's brutal war
against Chechen separatists. had offered his resignation
last week, citing the presidents final recoil from the

licy

of democratic reforms. Kovalyov braved Russian
mbs, bullets and artillery to remain in Grozny.

the

Chechen capital. during the long Russian siege |ast year.

Alﬁerian Hamas leader shot dead:

gerian Hamas leader, Mouloud Bezzaz, was shot dead

~as he left a mosque where he had attended Ramadan
Era yers in the town of Kasar El Boukhari South of Algiers,
is party said Saturday., AFP reports from Algiers.

The assassination of Bezzaz 46, a

overnight Thursday

ofessor of Arabic,

. came at the end of a week in which

15 civilians were killed and mutilated in attacks blamed on

Islamic groups. It was the first assassination of a

itical

militant since the fasting month of Ramadan, considered
by Islamic groups as auspicious for a Djihador holy war,

began on January 21.

Clash leaves 6 dead in Haiti:

Slumdwellers clashed with
Saturday

Sus ted thieves at dawn

in violence that left at least six dead and about

100 shacks burned, AP reports from Port-Au Prince, Haiti.
It began around 5 a.m. in the La Saline sluin, shortly
after residents discovered the bullet- riddled body of

militant
of Fond-

considered home to thieves,

Quake
mam litude ear
early Sunda

Record

rass-roots organizer Guy Jean-Pierre, a member
ouron’' Youth Solidari
infuriated mob began setting

. was killed by robbers. An
re to a section of the slum

Aﬂlts Phlll'REllles. An 8.5
quake rattled the

. officials said. AP
at 1:48 a.m ( 1748 GMT Saturday), the
tembior was centered in the Philip

eastern Philippines
from Manila.

pine Sea, 127 kilome-

ters (79 miles) northeast of Hhutan City of B48 kilomelers
(530 miles} Southeast of Manila.

Suu Kyi denies junta's
accusations

YANGON, Jan 28: Myan-
mar cdemocracy leader Aung
San Suu Kyi denied govern-
ment accusations that she
has became dictatorial in her
running of the National Lea-
gue for Democracy (NLD)
party, reports Reuter.

"There is no practice of
dlctatnrshi% in the NLD
party,” the Nobel Peace lau-
reate told supporters late on
Sa ;

Suu Kyi's remark was
made after officlal, state-run
Burmese-language newspa-

rs carried a commentary
asking her to step down be-
cause she had become dicta-
torial.

In the commentary enti-
tled "give up little sjister’,
Suu Kyl was accused of ignor-
ing the will of the people in
her leadership of the pro-
democracy party.

e commentary, the lat-
est in a series of criticisms
against the democracy lea-
der, said 50-year old Suu Kyi

used “feminine wiles" over
other party members to get
her way.

"I would like to reqguest
you give up little sister, in
order to ralse the political

impression of the party,” said
the commentary.
It suggested the NLD try

to find a way to change its
decision to withdraw from
military-sponsored constitu-
tional talks.
Suu Kyl said late last

the NLD. which she helped
found, was pulling out of the
talks because they did not
repsesent the will of the

people.

About 590 delegates, mo-
stly mostly hand-picked by
the ruling State Law and
Order Restoration Council
(SLORC), are involved in the
constitutional convention
which hds been meeting in-
termittently since 1993 (o

draflt guidelines of a new con-
stitution,

It is the first wave” of mi- during the second of three Pakistan accused India of
gration from the fighting. a  wars between India and Pak- firing the rockets. New Delhi
government official said. He istan denied the chlrﬁ indian of-
sald the men, women and "Heavy firing has been ficials said P | troops
children were from six small ing on throughout the g.” I:t‘lgn heavy firing late Fnday
villages on the Akhneor bor- the officer said. "“But none of hey uld battles
der., 65 kilometres (40 our men has been killed or Taged at 11 places the

miles) west ol here
The oflicial said the wvil
lagers started to move out

injured -
“The Pakistanis are trying
lo create civilian casualties.”

frontier Saturday but four of
them had calmed down to-

day

France conducts 6th N-test
in French Polynesian atoll

PARIS, Jan 28: In what
could be the end of its h
unpopular nuclear testing
programme i{n the South Pa-
cific. France set off its sixth
underground nuclear blast on
a French Polynesian atoll. re-
ports AP,

France's Delence Ministry
announced that the blast had
taken place at 10:30
Paris time on Saturday (2130
GMT) on Fangataufa Atoll
about 750 miles (1207 kilo-
metres)

"The energy released by
the blast was less than 120
kilotons. This test was car
ried out in order to guarantee
the salety and reliability of
weapons 1n the tuture.” the
ministry said in a statement

Fangataulfa is one of two
remote atolls in French Poly-
nesia where France has been
conducting is nuclear tests.

Saturday’s test was the

sixth and most ul in a
series that egan last
September. when France

broke a three-year morato-
rium on nuclear testing. The
blasts prompted an in a-
tional outcry environmen
tal ps and governments
in the region.

Following those protests,
the French government said
it would scale back the num-
ber of tests it had planned
from eight to six.

However, the government
has refused to say exactly
how many tests it will con
duct efence Minister
Charles Millon has said onl
that 1{}1; ll.?:l. t:':d ?Fmau !
COMme ebruary

The fifth was on Decem-
ber 27.

France insists the tests
are needed to ensure the via-

bility of its ind dent nu-
clear force and to develop
simulation technology mak-
in lurth:r tests unnecessary
%mmllcd lo sign the
sive Nuclear Test

BI.I'I

On Thuridly " Australian
Foreign Minister Gareth
Evans predicted that the
sixth blast. which has now
been detonated. would be
France's last.

He said the French gov-
ernment had been highly
embarrassed world con
demnation of the tests and
wants to end the series
“sooner rather than later.”

Both Australia and New
Zealand as well as tuny 1sland
states were oulraged over the
tests, which they claim could
harm the Iragik.' environ gent
ol the South Pacilic.

Rebels take control of Tajik
town, want President to quit

MOSCOW, Jan 28: One of
the warlords who helped
bring Tajikistan's president
to power on Saturday took
over a southern town in the
war-scarred Central Asian
nation, reports AP.

The rebels were report-
edly in control of the police
station in H.urgan Tyube. key
government buildings and
part ol the road leading
Dushanbe, the capital.

News reports said they
were demanding the resi
tion of President Emomali
Rakhmonov

It was the former Soviet
republic's second internal
uprising in as many days and
it underscores the fragility of
Rakhmonov's hardline regi-
me, which is propped u %:
thousands of Russian sol
and border puards.

Rakhmonov has for years
been contending with armed
opposition trom the Islainic |
and democratic forces his
gunmen deteated In Tajik-
istan’'s bloody 1992 civil war.
He is also trying to cope with
restive tribesmen in Tajik-
Istan's rugged mountains.

The new uprtsing among
the ranks ol Rakhmonov's

io

€rs

Israeli nuldmrl stand near a co

own forces came as Russia's
defense minister, Gen. Pavel
Grachev, was on a wvisil to
Dushanbe. Russia's foreign
minister, the head of the se-

Journalist gets
35 lashes for

insulting Khamenei

TEHRAN, Jan 28: A court
cancelled the license of a
monthly magazine and sen-
tenced its director to six
months in prison and 35
lashes for insulting Iran's

mtuﬂ Iendr.r A]rltuﬂlh Ali

Abbas Hamuﬂ alsu was
banned for two years from
c.n#a ging in journalism, the
of :clallg Isliljum: Republic
News Ageuncy and several
newspapers reported.

The publication license of
his monthly magazine, Gar-
doon, was cancelled effec-
tively shutung it down The

did ela te on how
Maroufl was deemed to have
insulted Khamenei but they
added that he also was con-

victed of printing
“fabrications.”

curity service and several
olher top ollicials were due
there on Sunday.

Grachev, clearly unhappy
with the situation in impo-
verished Russian client state,
complained of infighting n
the Rakhmonov r

“The internal pu!iti{'a'l sit-
uation is getting more and
more lense.” he told the In-
terfax news agency. “And the
trend i1s toward deteriora-
tion.

The rebellion in Kurgan
Tyube is led by warlord
Makhmud Khundoberdyev.

Actording to news reports
and sources in Moscow that

follow events in Tajikistan.
Khudoberdyev commands
about 1.000 men in a so-
called “special’ Tajik army
brigade based in Kurgan Tyu-
be.

Oleg Panfilov. a human
rights activist who monitors
evenis in Tajikistan. said
Khudoverdyev's rebellion was
the lawest sign of increasing
unhappiness among some

warlords with how the Rakh-

maotiov {rglmr has divided
the spolls since the civil war.

ol' a Pnlutlman ﬁghtur lm,mher nf Lhe Dam-
ascus-based Popular Front for Liberation of Palestine General Command headed by
Ahmed Jibril. An Israeli army patrol killed on Saturday four Palestinian guerillas
as they tried to infiltrate the Israeli-occupied "security zone" in South Lebanon.
— AFP/UNB photo
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Arafat plans to
let Hamas open
HQs in Gaza

GAZA. Jan 28: Palestinian

President Yasser Arafat Plans
to let the Islamic resistance

movement H open a
Motﬂmmmanlm
official said on Saturday. re-
ports Reuter.
The official, mmu
o remain

the statement er a

beiween representiatives 3

the Paltltlnlnn authorit
which Arafat heads a
Hamas
The talks. the first since
the establishment of a joint
committee dealt with mli'::ll
issues security
the release of Hamas activists
held in Palestinian jafls.
"President Aralfat decided

(o set up a joint PLO-Hamas
committee in line with un
dtrntmdin;- reached in

Cairo between the two sides.”
the source said ldding
"Arafat also approved the
censing of Hamas headquar-
lers and newspaper.”

Arafat's decision to ,:r:n.t
the license and set up

committee l‘tlull-l!d um
reconciliation talks in
last month between the

Palestinian authority and
Hamas a group which vio-

' lently opposes the PLO's

peace deal with Israel

India, Brazil sign
agreement on
N-cooperation

NEW DELHI. Jan 28: India
and Brazil on Saturday de-
cided to start collaboration

between nuclear scientists of
the two countries that are no

signator to the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty, re-
ports AP

The ment for coop-

eration in the fleld of atomic
energy for peaceful uses was
signed at the end of talks
between visiting Brazilian

president, Fernando Hen-
rique Cardoso and India's
Prime Minister PV

Narasimmha Rao in New Delhi.

The L. signed on
the last of Cardoso's four-
dav stay in India. would lead
to sclentists from the two

cgunines c at in Nnu-

clear research, Press Trust of

India news v said.
Details the plans were

not immediately available. But
on his arrival Wednesday,
Cardoso had said nuclear co-
operation would not extend
Lo miliLary areas.

Western ex s say India
is quietly bu a nuclear
arsenal and is armed with

missiles that can deliver nu-
clear warheads. India says jts
nuclear programme is for
peaceful uses but it will not

FM: up its option toe manufac-
ure atomic weapons.

Yeltsin gives
up tennis,

takes up chess

MOSCOW, Jan 28: Russian
President Beoris Yeltsin has
taken up chess after doctors
told him to give up lennis,
the new president of the
International Chess Federa-

tion said today. re AFP.
Kirsan [lyu inov, who
is also president of the Rus-

sian Republic of Kalmykia,
presented Yeltsin on Friday
with a chess set carved from
Indian ivory and an honorary
membership ol the Federa-
tion.

"The president said that
his doctors no longer allowed
him to play tennis - and that
he has taken up chess with
pleasure,” llyumzhinov said,
quoted by Hul IT;'LR Tass

news agency.
Jerusalem won't
be divided again,

says Peres

JERUSALEM, Jan 28: Is-
raeli Prime Minister Shimon
Peres said late on Saturday
that Jerusalem, claimed as a
t:asntal by both Israel and the

tinians, will never be di-
vided again, reports Reuter.

"It 'iElIl be idiotic to make
out of Jerusalem a Berlin — to
put a wall in her heart, we
are not going to do it,” Peres
said in a h to a conven-
tion in Jerusalem of orthodox
Jews from the United States.

"Jerusalem is not on
agmdn for the following rea-

. Jerusalem was never in
histur}r an Arab capital, yet
the Jewish people have never
had a capital but Jerusalem.”
he said.

Israel and the PLO, which
in 1993 forged a framework
deal on Palestinian self-rule,
agreed to defer the issue of
Jerusalem to talks due to be-
gin in May on a permanent
peace set nt because its
was so problematic.

DHAKA MONDAY, JANUARY- 29/ 199¢
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Palestinian President Yasser Arulat km&t:ﬁ I.he iun:he-d of
King Hussein of Jordan upon his arrival to Marka military

airport in Amman on Saturday on Arafat's second leg of
his first foreign trip since being elected in historic self-rule
polls a week ago. Arafat and King Hussein meet to discuss
issues concerning future negotiations between the
Palestinians and Israel for the final status of Palestinian

territories due to start next May.

— AFP/UNB photo

150-truck food convoy
arrives in Kabul

KABUL. Jan 28 A 130
truck food convoy arrived
here Saturday. bringing some
much-needed aid to resi-
denta of the besieged Alghan
capital who are [acing an un
precedented humanitarian
crisis, witnesses said, reports
AFP.

The convoy. carryin
wheat flour. rice. fuel ln
lu r. had becn walting

enter the city for 13 d

‘Inspite ul' Hezb- %lml
commanders inter-factional
dispute over the road tax col-
lection, the Hezbl comman-
ders allowed the convoy o
enter Kabul " Garba Bacha,
25-year-old truck driver told
AFF

Disputles between locals
commanders belongis to
Hezb-i-Islami, an | lac-
tion of former prime minis-
ter Gulbuddin Hekmatyar,
caused the closure of the

main road to Kabul from
Jalalabad and Pakistan

This convoy will reduce
the le's starvation lor
wo or three weeks and has
caused a reduction of 35 per
cent on the wheat flour
and 20 cent on other
commoditi prices,”
Hohlnrnad Dawood reshi,
40. a local dealer
Kabul commodities market.

The arrived in the
capital just days after the
United Nations warned of a

"humanitarian catastrophe”
unless at least one of the key
arteries leading to the city
was opened for emergency
su

..arlitr Saturday the Red
Cross said Kabul residents
lace an unprecedented hu-
maiilarian crisis. as the city's
biikeries were forced to shut
gl..ul chronic food shortages
LT

Oft the R(‘('m‘(l

Mysteﬁ of 'Man in Black'
discovered

LONDON: A “mystery man” who visits the Pri -ess of

Wales at
aire p
World

, The mass-circulation
the "man in black” '
the back of Princess
to the palace.

It published pictures of Whalley in the early morni
and leaving Diana's gym clu

within minutes of the princess. estranged wife of the heir

the same sireet,

lo Ll Briush throne.
Thie pa
saying. "she”

were missin
depicted a
Agency said.

It was discovered at an area known as Al-Fukhairiya in
the Al-Hasaka region, some 640 kilometres (400 miles)

northeast of Damascus.

Nearby. archaeologists found a collection of earrings.
bracelets and other gold jewelry dating to Byzantine era,

the agency said.

MANAMA, Jan 28: Bahrain
on Saturday reported more
arrests and fresh arson at-
tacks in Shtiite Muslim vil-
lages despite a government
crackdown on unrest in the
Gulf Arab state, reports
Reuter.

Arson fires destroyed two
cars in the capital Manama
and 10 power transformers
in four Shi‘ite villages on
Thursday and Friday, said an
Interior Ministry statement
carried by the official Gulf
News agency.

"The security lorces, anx-
fous to pretect citizens, resi-
dents and their properties
and to preserve security and
stability, are coftinuing their

extensive measures to chase
and arrest elements respon-
sible for fires and sabotage,”
it lﬂk‘l,

"The people arrested
during riots and sabotage

which took place recently
stound at 180.7 the statement
sil. A list of the detainees

ht in her Kensington Palace home is a million-
y tycoon, Christopher Whalley, the News of the
ed Sunday, says AFP.

per sa
on several occasions
jana's car 'n De Vere Gar

uoted an unnamed inend of the
termined that people will not see her out
and about with men. even if they are just friends.

Statue dating back to
Roman era unearthed

DAMASCUS, Syria: A marble statue of a Roman com-
mander has been unearthed in northeastern
ficial news agency reported Saturday, reports

The arms and head of the 2-metre IE foot-6) figure
. But the short milita

man commander,

lUnresi: on in Bahrain
" despite govt crackdown

said that Whalley, 40, was
ting in
ns. next

in
in (‘helsea

i{;rla the of

ted it
News

uniform su
the Syrian Ara

had bheen sent to the Justice
Ministiry, it added.

The Interior Ministry said
ot Wednesday that it was
holding 544 le, includ-
ing 174 arrest in recent
disturbances.

Anti-government protests
by some Shi'ite uslims
erupted in December 1994
to demand the release of
litical prisoners and the

restoration of parliament dis-
solved in 1975. The unrest
faded last April but resumed
this month.

AP adds two dissidents
detained in the latest bout of
civil unrest have been force-
fed alfter they went on a
hunger strike, while the
health of two others is dete-
riorating., the opposition said

But a source,
speaking on condition of
anonymity, denied the report
and said the detainees were
sent to a hospital for a rou-
tine checkup.

Gorbacheyv
nominated
for presidency

MOSCOW, Jan 28: A small*

group of supporters on Sat-
urday nominated Mikhail
‘Gorbachev to the post of Rus-
sian president. Gorbachev:
the last Soviet president, did
not attend tlle meeting, re-

ports AP,

Gorbachev has not said
he'll run. But he hasn't said
he won't, either. And he has
been bitterly critical of Pres-
ident Boris Yeltsin for s,

* It is highﬁlaun]lke that

Gorbachev, whom polls say is

one of Russia's more un
lar public figures, oou!:f)gcpua

serious ate.

threat of China's military

build up has spurred other

Asian countries from Indone-

sia to Japan, to rearm at a

.rate not seen since the Cold

War, analysts here say, re-
AFP.

"A major reason for the
arms build up is that many of
these Asian countries have
become richer and now have
money to buy weapons, said
Massashi Nishihara, chief re-
searcher at Japan's Natlional
Institute for Defence studies.

But another bi
'China's perceived military
build up which is’ worrying

wan is seen as a growing

eat, Nishihara added.

Regional arms purchases

reason is .

have not yet reached an
alarming level, analysts say.

But they point out that '
many Asian countries are ac- -

tivﬂy acquiring sophisticated
military nrdware in stark
contrast to most Western
countries, which generally
have been slashing mﬂitary
budgets since thé end of the
Cold War.

Singapore iIncreased its
‘military expenditure 91 per
Veent from 19885 10 1994 in

 réal terms while South Korea
'boosted spending 59 per

period
and Japan's defence budget

cent over the same

was up 58 by per cent.

The threat of China in the
Tegional balance u{ ower
malerialised last n the

Spratly Islands w territu-
rial markers put up by the

Chinese Navy on a disputed.

shoal were blown up by the
Philippines.

e Spratlys which are
believed 1o have large oil de-
posits, are also claimed in
whole or in part by Brunei,
Malaysia, Taiwan and Viet-
nam.

"Chinese activity near the
islands was a big shock for
ASEAN (Association of South-
east Asian Nations) as well as
for other countries including

The Fhil pinu increased ‘Japan,” a lenn:u diplomat

spending 3
ng to intl:rnatiuna] studies.

per cent accor-

AEEAH groups Brunei. In-

donesia, Malaysia, Phijli
pines. Singapore. Thai mr
and Vietnam.

Tensions between China
and Taiwan have contributed
1o a sense of instabilily in
Asia ularly since Be
has repeatedly said that it
does not rule out using force

inst the Taipei govern-
ment if it declared indepen-
dence from the mainland or
in the case of foreign inter-
ference.

China's armed forces suf-
fer from a high a level of ob-
solete equipment despite de-
clared annual defence

ing increases around 2 Eer
cent albeit amid high infla-
tiom.

But analysts said real de-

fence by China was
;ﬁﬂ'icul; to c due to a
ack ol tr in ac-
counts lf%ﬂm
drive within the navy and the
air force.

China has t state of
the art weapons from Russia
including ful Sukhoi 27
Fighter planes which it re-
porledly plans to assemble it-
sell latter,

The current military build

g in Asia began in the mid
80s amid tension trig-
grred by the Vietnamese in-
vasion of Cambodia and with
the former Soviet Union then
still wielding might influence
in the

Both of thﬂt threats have

disappeared and China now

has made regular
quesis to Bel
transparency o

pr

the regional military build up
is also fuelled by competilion
for prestige amrng ASEAN
members and a market
which rewards purchasers

Threat of Chinese military might spurs arms buzldup in Asia

TOKYO, Jan 28: The'

seems to have taken the role

of potential threat to regional

security.

US Assistant Secretary of

State for East Asian and Pa-
cific Affairs Winston Lord said
last week in Manila that the
mainland Chinese

Euhwmm

wtrt

Hﬂhhnh
e Japanese government
officials re

u}g for greater
its milttary
amme.

ence analysts said that

build what was
reslore the capacity of our air
lorce so it can guarantee the
defence of our country,
force Commander Khaldun
Khattab told the press.

shown great skill in
the
Khattab said in an interview
markin

of the
led multinational coalition.

Iraq claims
rebuilding
its air force

BAGHDAD, Jan 28: lraq
said on Saturday it had com-
pletely rebuilt it.l air force

after it was devastated in the

1991 Gulf War, s AFP.

"We have managed to re-
and

" mir

technicians have

t
again ¥

“Our

planes going

the fifth lrm.lvum
ulf War against



