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Prime Minister and BNP
chief m Khaleda Zia's
#nned sneering visits

the February 15 parlia-
mentary have been fur-
ther rescheduled, official
sources said last nlght

Iler Khulna tour was
m.lrked clashes between

forces and the

Omnthe revised nl:hed-

ule, the PM is like
outside the capita un eh:c-

tion alter imlu
r the shey Book

at e Bangla Academ}r
premises on &

Earlier, she was scheduled
to start a countrywide elec-
tion tour on January 30, said
the sources. The next phase
of -~campaign pro
would be finalised

amme

er the

— e —

By Nazmul Ashraf

areas for were se-
lected, they
pokesman In the PM's

Sm:r:tlrut :H-
plained that the
the PM's election visits
been made as she mﬂd be
ﬂrc occupied with several of-

o in the city

(o

Faj l ning of the Book
K. at:nding

at the :ﬁg:ur m
College a number of [ftar
parties in the next cuup}c of

Erc PM's next round of elec-
on e

lence let loose by the opposi-
tion parties the
fnrthmnnn% 'The re-
gion the PM would visit

DHAKA MONDAY, JANUARY 29,

PM's election tour
revised again

would be chosen shortly after
reviewing the law and order
in the areas concerned and

monitoring the Opposition's
already announced plan to
resist her visits." said a top
leader of the ruling .
Commenting on the ob-
structions by the sition
the PM and other ruling

y candidates are fa at
different places, Minister for
Housing
Rafiqul Islam Mia told The
Daily Star last night, "It's a
clear violation of our funda-
mental rights laid down in
the Constitution. Such acts
are also punishable under Ar-
ticle 109 of the CrPC as well
as election laws concerned.”

Asked if they would seek

legal remed aqamsl i
, SEfFaF_g__c 2 col ;i

and Public Works '

1996
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Half-day hartal
in Dhaka,
Khulna today

By Staff Cuﬁeapﬂndent

The mainsffeam eopposi-
tion political parties wﬂ ob-
serve a half-day hartal in
Dhaka and Khulna today to

rotest the killing and police
ring in Khulna during the
Prime Minister's tour on Sat-

Awami League, Jatiya Party
and Jamaat-e-Islami earlier
on Saturday ;}hl ve the
6am-2pm hart also to
press thtir common de-
mands for stepping down of
lhc BNP government, stop-

the one-party elections
holding elections under a

ncutral caretaker govern-
ment. -

Ambulances, medicine
shops, vehicles c dead

| bodies, fire fighters, newspa-

per and newsmen, market

places, food shops. conser-

vancy service and other

essential services like water,

gas and wer will remain

outside the purview of the
See Page 12 Col 3

Rule nisi on govt|
for detaining 8 |
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during mop-up

Star Report

Eight writ petitions were
filed at the High Court Divi-
sion of the Supreme Court
yesterday challenging the
preventive detentions of
eighl persons arrested ear-
lier by the law enforcing
agencies during the on-going
sweep against illegal

WE-EI’FI'JI'IE

petitions prayed for
immediate release of the
persons now detained under
the Special Powers Act.

The court issued separate
rule nisis upon the Govern-
ment of B adesh, district
magistrates of the respective
districts and jailors of the re-
spective jails.

The rules asked the con-
cerned officials to show cause

if the detained persons were
not held in custody without
lawful authority or in an un-
lawful manner.

The rule nisis were re-

turnable within three weeks
for those detained in Dhaka
and four weeks for those out-
side the capital.

The separate petitions

were filed at the division
bench compris
malendu
dhury and Justice Abdul
Mannan on behalf of Noor

Justice Bi-
ikash Roy Chow-

Khan, Muhammad Shamsu
Mia. Anwar Hossain Khan and

Shafiul Alam.

Those detained were: He-
lal Ahmed. Idu Mia, Md Ab-

dus Salam, A K M Shamsud-

See Page 12 col 8
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Experts suggest

NU degree exams
from 2 pm

Degree examinations un-
der the National University
(NU) scheduled for 10 am
today will now start at a 2 pm
dudto unavoidable circum-

stances a university press
release said yesterday. re
ports BSS

Serbs free 74 POWs

SARKAJEVO, Jan 2B, The
Bosnian Serbs released 74

prisoners of war at Sarajevo
Alrpart todday  International
Commitiee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) spokesman Plerre

Gautheir said It was the first
signific ant number ol :
ers Lhe Serbs had freed since
the Bosnia prisoner release
resumed this weekend, re

ports Reuter

A special squad of the De
partment of Narcotics Con
trol recovered some contra
band drug 1tems from the
cily vesierday The contra
band included |30 grams of
heroin 200 gms of gunja
eight dmpulri of Indian in
jection and five bottles of |
phensydil The drugs were
recovered from Agargaon
bustee under
thana and Ananda Bazar un-
der Rammna thana, reports
BSS

30 arms recovered

Members of the law en
forcing agencies recovered
30 firearms. 54 ammmunition
and 81 explosives yesterday
A total of 367 persens were
also arrested on warious

ATEO viva voce

Viva voce of the Assistant
Thana Education Officer
IATEQ) scheduled o be held
this meorni have been
changed due anavoidabile
reason. It will now be heid at
2:30 pm at the Bangladesh
Public Service Commission
Secretariat on the day. said a
PID handout. reports UINB

Morshed Khan
elected unopposed

Prime Minister's Special
Envoy Morshed Khan has
been elected u from
Chittagong- 10 censtituency
taki the number to 48 of
the MFs elected uncontested

to 6th parliament. reports
UNB
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Vast areas in Hativa being vnumd by the mighty Meyhna |

M
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No scope to cancel
polls, CEC tells AL

By Staff Correspondent

Chiel Election Commis-
sioner (CEC) Justice A K M
Sadeque in his written re-
sponse to Awaini League chief
Sheikh Hasina's letter has
expressed his inability to
cancel the upcomin pulls
Election Commission F?EE]I of-
ficials said here yesterday

In his 7-page letter. ad-
dressed to the AL chief, the
CEC has said he is not in a
position to cancel or post-

ne the elections because of

is constitutional obligations.
the officials said.

However. it was unclear
whether the letier. signed by

Writ in HC
against polls
in Ramadan
By SC" C}iﬁ‘eapondent

A writ petition has been
liled in the High Court chal-
lenging holding of the par-
hamentary election in the
hely month of Ramadan.

Narim Habibuzzaman filed
the petition which may be
moved today before a division
bench of the High Court

comprising Justice Bi-
See Page 12 Col 2

the CEC during his office
hours vesterda was
despatched on the a}r

EC Secreta Ershadul
Haque said that he knew that
the letter was signed but ex-
pressed his total ignorance
whether the Iletter was
despatched or not.

“This is a matter of the
despatch department of the
EC ... ] cannot tell whether it
has been sent or not." Er-
shadul said when he was
asked for confirmation.

The major opposition par-
ties had earlier sent separate
letters to the CEC demanding
cancellation of the schedule
for the parliamentary elec-
tions.

Opposition leaders in
their letters had questioned
the holding of the elections

amid an Oppesition boycott.
Another source in. the EC

“said that the CEC's response

elaborated on the measures
taken so [ar to ensure a free
and fair parliamentary elec-
tion.

In the letter, the CEC also
expressed his deep regret
that despite all these mea-
sures the major opposition
political parties were not
participating in the elec-

Sev Page 12 Col |

Coming mlls seen as 'danger signal'

As the country's political
crisis on the election issue
accentuated. some lop con
stitutional lawyers yesterday
sald there is a way In the
Constitution for voting under
a neutral caretaker authority

reports UNB

"Refer it to the Supreme
Court... we (lawyers) will
show the from the Con-
stitution of iding election

under a caretaker ﬁcrn
ment.” said Barrister Rafiqul
in a meeting with
mﬂm. S L
meeting exchange
views on the volatile political
situation with Awami League
chief Sheikh Hasina was or

rrl-:l by Ainjibi Samannaya
arishad at the Supreme
Court Bar Counctl auditorium
n the afternoon.

in diltull.lnn

:-.'IE m-nra

times that the issue should
be referred to the Supreme
Conart.
"Demeocracy,” said the
noted jurist. "has fallen much

Awami League Presideat Sheikh Hasina
lﬂl Parishad at the Supreme Court Bar Auditorium yesterday

behind, and  t continues (o

lag behind, 1t will be totally
exiin

Ishtiaq said today's elec
ton is a "d signal”.

whatever found written is not
always the Constitution, spirit
will not be found In writings
Those who do nol under
stand these things can onl
election to the peopile
not peace.”

Renowned constitutional
expert SR Pal said the set
general election could be
termed constitutional or un-
constitutional but net demo-

cratie.
Advocate ul H|.I| an-
other the Consti-

tution, said: "'Wlll of the peo-
ple is Constitution.”

Referring to roment

y stance that demand

r caretaker L is
unconstitutional, Barrister
Amirul lslam said the auto-
cratic of Ershad

m
also had termed the opposi-
ton demand in 1990 uncon-
stitutional .
Barrister Islam tzrmed

Refer caretaker govt issue
to SC, lawyers demand

the ongoing movement on
caretaker governmen! issue
umyue” In democratic his
fory .

In a resolution. adopted
carlier. the Ainjibi Samannaya
Parishad expressed solidarity
with the Opposition s current
movement and called upon
the people to resist the
“farcical” election

The one party farcical

election wowld further
'} the present political
crisis. The government

which will be formned through
the present elecloral process
will not get legithmacy and
will have no moral right te
rule the country,” resolved
the umbrella body of coun-
try s legal professionals.

The parishad all of-
fictals and employees of the
Republic e in the elec-
toral process (o reject, what
it called. a mock vote,

It also urged police. BDR
and army nol {0 cooperatle

with the governmentl in im--
plcmcnlm# its “blueprint” te
age 12 ml 6

members of the Lawyers'

- Star photo

-

AL condemns
Foreign Secy's
advocacy to
bring observers
By Staff Correspondent

The Awamnmi League has
condemned the foreign se
retary's advocacy beyond his
respensibilities to bring n
foreign observers to montlor
the rlections which is being
boycotted by the major op
position parties

The working committeer of
the AL at a meeting yesterday
said that bringing in of tor
eign observers would he
wasle ol people s money and
a farce with their voting
rights” while there is nol
eveni1 a ‘credible voters list’
for holding the polls

Presided over by AL presi-
dent Sheikh Hasina, the
meeting pointed out that the

government has not yet per-
mitted the Fair Election
Monitoring Aldance (FEMA)
an indepéndent indigenous

or sation to observe the
F ry 15 elections

In another resolution 1t al
le that the government
wWas us the armed forces
for its itical purpose. This

would smear the name
of the armed forces, it said
The AL also demanded
that the armed forces be
taken back to the barracks to
maintain its neutrality and

image.
20 vehicles
damaged
In City

By Staff Correspondent
At least 20 wvehicles were
da in different parts of

the city yesterday evening
Vehicles were da ed al
the Dhaka University campus
1 Avenue and Bo

Bangabandl
joynagar areas as militant ac
tivists of an opposition politi
cal parties went on a ram
page following a torch pro-
cession.

Awami League brought out
a torch procession from the

arty’'s central office at
Lﬁ.ﬂmﬁmﬂm to drum
up | in favour of to-
ggl ali-day hartal in the

- Fnl:rul:rhbﬂl ilﬂ""ll taf
s she to disperse the
mob. withesses sald. How-
ever. neither Ramna nor
Motijheel thana could con-
firmm the incidents

'| already sent the list

11 more textile mills

to be privatised

By RM Titumir and Inam Ahmed

The government has
nned to off-load 11 more
state-owned textile units
after the February 15 parlia-
mentary elections.

These mlills under the
Bangiadesh Textile Mills
Corporation (BTMC) now ac-
count for a total accumulated
lobs of Taka 254.92 crore,
according to Textile Ministry
SOUrces

The privatisation pro-
gramme also includes one
en mrtrlng unit under the

Lhe sources said.

Tht Textile Minist

pla-

has
these
units to the Privatisation
Board which will start the

sale process after the
This is the mntr:lli‘nt

of the Ministry's privatisation
programme under its reform
plan. In the first phase, 10
mills were put on auction and
six were finally sold out.
These eleven units. with
their individual cumulative
losses till fiscal 1994-'95 are
Olympia Textile Mills (Tk
39, crore); Chittaranjan
Cotton Mills (Tk' 26.02
crore). Lakshinarayan Cotton
Tk 18.3]1 crore); Jinat Tex-

tiles (Tk 38.12 crore):
Monno Texti'les (Tk. 23.01
crore); Fine Cotton Mills (Tk
54.19 lakh). Meghna Textiles
(Tk 62.05 crore): National
Cotten Mills [Tk 24.65
crore). Satrang Textile (Tk
13.5898): Pllon Industries
Tk 65.70); and Carelin Silk
Tk 9.16 crore).

As per the plan. if the
government fails to receive
any satisfactory offer for sale
of the mills in three con-

secutive tenders. the units
‘will be liquidated by selling
the machinery buildings an

lands separately.

These units, with obsolete
mac now, cannot attain
the required uction level
to reach break-even levels,
sources said.

Accordi to t
weaving sect of com-
te mills wil laid off.
or retrenchglient of 3025
employees hese sections,
the g t will have to
spend Tk {30.49 crore.

ted that sale of
unlts will reduce

Workers clash at
AJM : 50 hurt

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ. Jan 28: At
least 50 workers were in-
jured, four of them bullet hit

in a clash between two
ups of workers at Ada
Jute Mills (AJM) late last

Il.ilht
The four with bullet in-

uries — Joinal. 25: Billal. 20:
ofael. 27. and Nurunnabi.
45 — were to a

tal in Dhaka in critical mndl-
tion and the rest were also
taken to unidentified hoapi-
tals and clinics to escape ar:
rest

Witnesses said, the clash
ml'l‘ﬂh out - bomb at-
-BNP
Settabes S D
r:;!a!hm as K.I'll.lr ;
of pro-Awami

League Adamjee

Patkal
Srnn:lh Karmac u
krnown as Rehan -

Mill Gate No. llt“nﬂil.:
pm.

During II'L- clash, the two

groups exchanged about 100

unshots and exploded
Rehan is t of

CBA of the e

Later. police intervened.
They fired five shots I.I'Id re-

Insiders and witnesses
said. the tﬂ:ﬂnlﬂllnl of ﬂl‘l!'

‘Monir, allegedl
the CBA, as a inh }
led to the trouble.

Meanwhile, the AJM .u
thorities withheld tlu
Enlm-ll of Monir M

A
ltce :"W ﬂ“p-
pwlﬂTn; there. Neo m

however, made in this

tmutm.

aboliﬁmofme

An expert committee has
recommended restructurin
of the country's outmode
administrative set-up, abol-
ishing certain ministries, re-

UNB.
The Administrative Reor-
anising Committee is also
earnt to have suggested
amalgamation of some divi-
sions and creation of new of-
fices suiting the present so-
clio-economic condition of

the country.

There are now 274 gov-
ernment organisations, in-
cluding ministries, divisions,
directorates and depart-
ments — many of which were
modelled on th: revailing
conditions in Eritiag period.

Set up in August 1993,
the committee has so far
submitted reports to the au-
thorities concerned after ex-
amining 180 of the govern-

See Page 12 col 5

SO0 Taropening
BCL to prevent

PM, JCD to

resist move

By DU Correspondent

The Awami League-backed
Bangladesh Chhatra League
(BCL) yesterday threatened to

revent the Prime Minister
rom inaugurating the
Ekushey book fair at the
Bangla Academy premises on
February 1,

On the other hand. the
ruling BNP's student front
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD) vowed to resist any
'rl:‘nnspiracy' to spoil the book
air.

The BCL gave the threat at
a rally on the Dhaka Univer-
sity campus, at the foot of the
Aparajeya _

The raﬂy and a procession
were organised by the BCL to

See Page 12 Col |

Khulna BNP calls
hartal to protest
Hasina's visit

From Our Correspondent

KHULNA, Jan 28: The dis-
trict BNP here called a dawn-
to-dusk hartal in Khulna on
February 5 and will bring out
a women's broom procession
to protest Awami League
chief Sheikh Hasina's
planned visit to the city on
the day.

The programme was taken
at a joint meeting of the cit
and district units of the BN
today which decided to call
hartal whenever Hasina or
any other front-ranking Op-
position leader plans political
tour in Khulna,

The decision appears to
have beéen taken to retali-
ate the Opposition called
hartal in Khulna {:Ilg durin
the visit ol BNP fef an
Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia on Saturday last
when one person was shot
dead and scores injured in

clashes.

Open tender for
foodgrains
import soon
Star Report

The government has
planned to ure interna-
1.30 lakh metric tons

of foodgrains ruw
00

tender.
in the country,
to sources con-

A mr:rtim.[ of the pro-

the Cabinet Division is due to
meel tomorrow to [inalise
Lhe issue.

The purchase of the food-
grains will be made from the
government's own fund,
sources said.

“The country faces a pro-
duction shortfall in food this
year.” said a food
source. "At the same time. in-
ternational prices of food-
Frains are on Lhe rise. We
oresee further rise in price
in future and with that in
view the procurement drive
is being taken "

Car import
70chre%§tion

benefit likely

The revenue authorities,
in a bid to break the one-and-

the car importers’ refusal to
F-y duty on the basis of exist-
ng tarifl value, is seriously

considering
reliel.

A source in the National
Board of Revenue (NBR) told
UNB that a rise in recia-
tion benefit for tioned
cars was being actively com-
sidered to encourage im-
porters to resume clearance

some additional

at the port.

The importers, by
the government's to
impose a ban on of
private vehicles u the

See Page 12 Col 4
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curement sub-comunitiee of

minisiry

a-half-month deadlock over .




