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In an hour-long clash between the police
and the taxi and auto-rickshaw drivers 10
people were injured, including two police-
men, around the parking lot near the en-
trance of Zia International Airport. All because
the additional deputy commissioner of the
metropolitan police (Uttara) tried to enforce
discipline and order against all kinds of ha-
rassment to the passengers on arrival. The
measures he took to streamline traffic at that
point was of tremendous help to the passen-
gers at ZIA but they were not obviously to the
liking of the drivers.

The immediate question that strikes us is:
can't we make things better anywhere in this
land? The police official attempted a com-
mendable break-through on his own initiative. |
On Wednesday the whole lot of drivers re-
turned to their old way after complying wi
the new instructions only for a few days
started parking their vehicles chaotically
before and tugging at the baggage of passen-
gers to get on board. The police intervened!
and the clash ensued. The enforcement
rules and discipline could give an evenly dis-
tributed share of the arriving passengers to|
each one of the drivers.

One can see that disciplining them takes
away their bargaining power which thrives on
a confusing and chaotic situation. This is a
very dangerous mentality which is perhaps in- l
grained in our psyche. This, explains the!
chaos manifest in different spheres of our life.:
There are many people who deliberately cre-
ate an unusual situation somewhere because
it suits their purpose and serves their inter-
ests better. Little do they realise that it causes
inconvenience and suffering to others.

We Dbelieve that the good work started at
the ZIA must be brought to its logical con-
clusion and then replicated where indisci-
pline in public life is demonstrably irritating.
Whatever may be the nature of national poli-
tics, honest and efficient officials can, with
the help of local people, take care of many a
public nuisance.

Flare-up in CHT

The CHT is in the throes of fresh trouble
adding an inauspicious note to the new year.
Shantibahini's sniper attacks on the positions
and patrol parties of our security forces have
reportedly put the latter on alert. o]

The flare-up is in violation of the ceasefire
lately extended up to February 15. That the
Parbattya Chattagram Janasanghati Samity
(PCJSS), of which Shantibahini is the armed
wing, did not agree to the government pro-
posal for a ceasefire extension up to March 31 |
and, settled instead for February 15, was
indicative enough of a certain hardening of
their position. What is also worth noticing is
the fact that the extended date of ceasefire

agreed upon by both sides is February 15, on
which the elections are due.

This has happened at the insistence of the
PCJSS which seemingly is adopting a wait-
and-see policy about the fate of the upcoming
elections in the country. This is a significant
clue to reading their mind which is obviously
possessed by the idea of getting more politi-
cal concessions about their persistent de- l
mand for greater autonomy. |

Nevertheless, it goes to the credit of the
liaison committee and also of the PCJSS that
they have mutually agreed to a ceasefire ex-
tension afterall — even when the government .
here is in a transition. The all-party parlia-
mentary committee is no more and yet this
has happened.

We would like to latch on to this e.xpressinn
of peaceable intention on the part of the
PCJSS and hope that ceasefire would hold for
fresh talks to begin towards a negotiated po-
litical settlement of the tribal question.

Meanwhile, the gains already achieved in
terms of an agreement for the repatriation of
tribal refugees from the Indian state of ' |
Tripura to the CHT in Bangladesh should by
no means be squandered away.

Missing Substance

Even in a gloomy political situation one |
gets an occasional peek at the lighter side of
things. Whether that will brighten up the
mood is another matter. The talk of the town
is the record number of ruling party candi-
dates who have been declared elected -
unopposed — due to various technical flaws
detected by the Election Commission author-
ities. As many as forty-five were lucky winners
and more names might get into the list.

Although some BNP members have vented
their embarrassment over such walk-overs
which put a question-mark on the participa-
tory nature and credibility of an election be-
fore it has even gone into actual motion the
prestige of being declared elected in advance

- seems to be holding sway.

Former Minister Nazmul Huda and Prime
Minister's Special Envoy Morshed Khan do
not apparently savour the validation by the
EC of the nomination papers of their rivals
cancelled earlier on by the retu officers.
The high-profile BNP candidates have ap-
pealed to the CEC for a review of their cases.
What is the charm of going through the mill
of an election which hardly promises any real
test of their popularity? In that particular
~setting, the second best thing would be to get -
.elected unopposed saving the botheration of
‘an election campaign.

The whole phenomenon is reflective of the"‘ '
lack of substance to the polls.
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Is there Still Time to Step Back from the Abyss?
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by Shah AM S Kibria

mnwm one-party election are clear to the whole nation. Beyond
a shadow of doubt we are heading towards confrontation and conflict. The recent events in Sylhet are just
a glimpse of the mine fields lying ahead. Is there any section of the population thich has welcomed the
election to be held on 15 February?
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Recriminations. regret-
tably. will not serve the na-
tion's interests at this critical
juncture. A farcical election
will not solve the nation's po-
litical crisis; it will com-
pound it. Under these cir-
cumstances, not only must
the government siep back
from the abyss, the opposi-
tion must also fulfil its duty to
the nation in seeking a

ceful solution. Is it too
ate to avert the disaster? Is
it too late to negotiate and
hold a free and fair election
on the basis of national con-
sensus? My answer is an em-
phatic no. It is never too late
to take bold and imaginative
steps to save the nation from
the dangers that lie ahead.

The opposition parties
have always wanted a negoti-
ated settlement. As a result of
the flexibility shown by the
opposition, the differences
have been narrowed to a
stage where it should not be
too difficult to reach a set-
tlement quickly. Meanwhile,
the government has seen the
unattractiveness of the option
that they had chosen. If the
one- election is held on
15 February the regime will
lose its legal mandate and
will become a target of na-
tion-wide agitation for its
ouster. Indeed it will be a

lonely journey for the
van; if they continue till the
bitter end. The nation will
suffer and will hold the BNP
responsible for the situation
that will prevail following the
fake election. The dangerous
slide to conflict and anarch
can be averted if the BN
leadership decides to cancel
the election on 15 February.

The nation will not blame
them for weakness: on the
contrary, it will thank them
for foresight and wisdom. As
for the Opposition parties, a
settlement will mean the end
of a long period of struggle
and uncertainty. It will be a
feather in their cap to reach
a settlement which may not
be total victory but which will
incorporate the essential key
elements of a neutral non-
partisan government which
will ensure the voter's rights
and guarantee a free and fair

election.

SAPTA Comes into Force: What Next?

by Munim Kumar Barai
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concession on tariffs actually

addresses the ve basic
cause of it. Trade ances
of the member countries
particularly with India are
also expected to
dﬂ:l'lm: over a

Economist
the Administrative suﬂ Cnl-
lege. Hydrabad in a stu
showed that the absence
regional co-operation Jn
south Asia cou
gtnmual GDP growth rate ef

gladesh over the next 10-
2 by 4 to 5 per cent,
of India and Pakistan by
nearly 1 r cent, of Sri
Lanka by about 0.5 per cent
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onal trade by the year 2015.

a meaningful trade cre-

ation among the SAPTA

members will require infras-

tructural push also.

What Next?
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“Campajgn one has to take

the nece action to stop
it. Not just 'today’ or 'this
season’ but for all time to
come.

Could you also please in-
form us the address of the
Bangladesh Wildlife Society
as it is not listed in the tele-

‘phone directory.
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Khan: Subedar of

. Under the above title,
d informative feature
published in r news-
Fapcr on 19-01- In that
ature, the writer Rnunha~
nara Huq presented us a re-
rt of the noble deeds done
Shaesta Khan, however, in
some cases it has created
confusion amn the readers.
In the 1st column, Raush-
anara Huq wrote: "Nawab
Shaesta han was the

E 111{:!.".

" Subedar of Bengal for two

times, the first being from
1664 to 1977. Is it possible?
It seems to be a printing

mistake, and_1977 should
perhaps be 1677.

She again wrote: "The
Chalk Bazar Mosque was
constructed by him 1675.

But according to Dhaka Sm-
riti Bismriter Nagar (P-71) by
Muntasir Mamun (1994) it
was constructed in 1676.

The eonstruction year of
Choto Ka#ra is also confusing.
According to Awlad Hussain
itis 1 . while Dani said, it
was constructed in 1663/64.
Again the writer said, it was
constructed in 1671. Well,
which one is accurate?

Md Firoz Alam
324 Mujib Hall
Dhaka ( ity

Khulna University
and KCC's garbage

Sir., Khulna University is
situated at a captivating and
secluded site of Gallamary
which is some four kilome-
tres away from the heart of
the Khulna city. The univer-
sity is surrounded with the
Gallam rivualet in the east
and Khulna-Satkhira road in
the south. A suitable site in-
‘deed. The University campus
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contains administrative build-
ing. academic building, stu-
dents’' residential halls, cafe-
teria etc. Needless to say that
this University has been rec-
ognized nationally as well as
internationally as a university
free of violence and session-

jam.

A university is the highest
seat of education. Neverthe-
less, there is a great impact

of vicinity on a university to
make it more captivating. But
nowadays. it is obse that

arbage collected from
ulna city is being dumped
near the university. As a re-
sult, air is being polluted.
And this pollution is puttin%
hazardous Impact on the
residential students i.e., they
are inhaling polluted akr in-
stead of fresh air. Besides,
the Khulna University itself is
losing its beautiful surround-
ing as a result of dumping
S0 we put a question to

the Khulna City Corporation
(KCC) authority: ill you
please take any effective

measure forthwith in this re-
gard?”

M Ariful Alam Arif
Khulna University

sues. Their
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Myanmar in SAFTA will be a
nlcomﬂtnmdllbet-
ter South

SAPTA s

their collective effort. they

got divided on different l-—
divisions were
skillfully exploited by the ex-
ternal . But time has
changed. No country can
anymore claim full economic

sovereignty. Caopperation and
interde have been

mmpﬂi‘i‘“m“nwmhmﬁ in
different regions of the

world.

The of liberalisa-
tion integration with the
external economies seem to
have started paying economic
dividend to South Asian
economies. Developing a

tion amo-
the regional economies
1 further enhance their

standing to the international

investors who want a bigger

market with stable co-
litical l{ltnm for investing

heir cap SAPTA opens

- and hraad:nl the way tow-

ards that direction.
" Conclusion

The pace of development
of S A needs to be
watched very carefully. Politi-
cal desire to expand the co-
operation level is also imggr-
tant in this regard
SAPTA members can have a
glaﬂzg lesson to learn from

e EAN nations. Only in
July 1994, the Association
expanded by taking Vietnam
into its fold. Now, the leaders
of the Seven-ASEAN nations
have decided to create an
ASEAN Free Trade Area
(AFTA) by the year 2003 —
nearly half a decade ahead
than the earlier timeframe.
Moreover, SAARC members
should not forget that the
much needed foreign in-
vestments will not wait long
for their delayed decision or
stabilising their own houses.
S0 it is a time to act.
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The Hostags

T

Congressional Gang

HE decision to hold the country hostage unless
they got what they wanted was made by the
that couldn't shoot straight.

Their ransom demands included a balanced budget in

seven
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said Luck)r Dmn
pla h

ations wi Llllj i

years. "Unless President Clinton gives in to us, we
government agency in Washington.”
ire. "It's time for fiscal conservatives to

realized that they weren't Kidding, negoti-
tage-takers began in earnest.

“What wuuld it tnkc for you to release the government?"
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since the Roosevelt days and ensure t

Erngram established
at welfare, Medicare

and Medicaid are taken out on the Mall and shot.”
Sam said. "You're holding 300.000 workers hostages to

make a point.

Does that bother you?

"Not as much as you might think. If that's what it takes
to get a balanced budget, so be it. The hostages are bureau-

crats and are familiar with
“Do

come of the elections?”

pain and suffering.”
u think that this will have any effect on the out-

"I doubt it. The American people are used to holding
hostages as long as it's no one in their immediate family
We're not going to kill them or anything like that ”
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uainlg such drastic methods?”
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home that we would get a deal
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uard. This time the anti-govern-
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including the

"We're members of Congress. and we can do unthmﬁ
we like. We warned the President that if he didnt play ba

we would take prisoners.’
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unch of fres
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imen legislators wathout

any experience. [t's very undlgmﬁﬁi even if they are suck

ing to me with a tax cut
We

won't detain our prisoners forever

As a matter of

fact we are thinking of shi min% the hostages 10 the 50

states so th
But they
out on them?”

"Who else can we take it out on”? Evervbhaoddy un

become a local problem
n't do anything wrong Why are

i taking it

Jderstands

that we had to burm down the capital to save 1
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