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NEWS BRIEFS

20 injured in
N'ganj clash

NARAYANGANJ, Jan
" At least 20 ns were in-
in a clash between the

~ supporters of rival MP candi-
ates at Araihazar thana un-

Harayanﬂ last nlght
f:wmd when two mﬁn-

bl'nuﬁh out thl:luppurtcrs
of B
manhngur

candidate n Mul
lah tﬂ[ﬂl‘: fac: to face and ex-

gmwrca tive slogans.

%

letmlﬂotﬁ
from trawlers

SATKHIRA, Jam ‘27 Pi-
rates looted fish from two
" trawlers in the river Kalindi
near Raimongal area on
Thursday npight. The trawler
owners — Monsur Member
and Abbas Tasafder — alleged
that pirates from the neigh-
bouring country swooped on
their trawlers when they
were returnfng after fishing
from the Bay of Bengal. re-

ports UNB.
29 killed in
Somali clash
NAIROBI, Jan 27: A clash
between two factions in So-
malia killed 29 and
wounded ower others, a

radio station operated by one
of the militias repgrted today.

The radio station said militi-
amen loyal to warlord Mo-
hamed Farah Aideed fought
the Rahanwein Resistanee
Army (RRA]. which is armed
and supperted by his rival Ali
Mahdi Mphamed. for most of
Friday im Harare, north-east

of the capital Mogud!ﬂm re-
ports Reuter.
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Engineers Institution in the
capital.

The ruling BNP and its
backers would be held re-

sponsible for any situation
arising as a rc:sul}tr she cau-

tioned. -
The warning from the AL

chief apparently came in the

Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina: yesterday
warned the Western donors
against backing the “"farcical

elections” and called upon
them not to play with the fate
of the people of Bangladesh.

In an unusual and hard
hitting attack on the donors.

League would resist any at-
tempt, from home and
abroad. to violate the people's

at the encouragement and
su of some donor coun-
tries and leading the nation

'

|

‘tion,"”

LOW a state of confronta-
Hasina told an ex- their franchise and the at-

tended meeting of the AL tempt to curb the sition
working ‘ commmittee at the campaign for their demm

Hasina-accused some of them backdrop of a series of
of ‘-ﬂ'.h the abortive behind-the-scene
crnﬂtk ‘ho} Ing-' dialogue between the ruling
"Un Mﬂlﬂl 4n the party and the mainstream
name of upholding democ- opposition facilitated by a
racy. number of Western diplo- -
“This government is- mats.
holding this 'farce’ (election) She said the Awami

fundamental right to r:xcrciac _

DHAKA

Hasina warns We stern donors
against backing 'farcical polls' |

By Staff Correspondent

cratic rights.

“The péople want to kgpow
why these countries are sup-
porting this corrupt and in-
competent government, in-
stead of supporting pe ]]1:311':3
movement for voting rights
she said.

Responding to an earlier
US State Department state-
ment on the Bangladesh elec-
tions, the AL president said
"how come the champions of
democracy can support an
election in which the voters
will not have the option to
choose their -representa-
tives... an election boycotted
by parties representing 69
per cent of the population.”

The State Department
stateiment had said "in the
near term, we also encourage
all parties to avoid violence.

SUNDAY, JANUARY 28, 1996

.Bangla
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coercion, or interference lr.l

the right of voters to cast .

their vote peacefully for their
chosen candidate, and to -
permit the fullest possible
observation and transl:nﬁan:rlc*_'..lr
of the election process.

"l ask the US and the UK
if democracy will be limited
only within their boundaries,
and will democracy change
when it crosses the Atlantic
or the Pacific?” Hasina said.

“I know I may not be likcd
for what I am lcilin toda

but my dpolitics is my
h and ‘its p-l:npl:

she added.

About the econbmic situa-
tion, she said that the poor
were becoming poorer and
the orest were living a
'sub-human'’ life in the slums.

See Page 12 Col 3
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Clashes mark hartal
in Khulna: One

I{HULHA Jan 2? One
person was killed and more
than 50 were injured in
clashes between police and
opposition activists here to-
day as violence reigned high
in this hartal-bound indus-
trial city during the Prime
Minister's :lectlnnearing
tour, reports UNB.

"Awami League, Jatiya Party
and Jamaat-e-Islami enforced
a day-long hartal and staged
black-flag demonstration in
Khulna and Bagerhat against
Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia's campaign for
February 15 elections boy-
cotted by the opposition.

Kamal Hossain, 14, suc-
cumbed to his wounds as po-

lice allegedly fired tear-gas.

shells and rubber bullets to
disperse the dcmnnntratnra

Begum

| killed, 50 injured

at Natun Rasta crossing near
the Khalishpur industrial hub
al about 11 am. The body of

the was taken to Khulna
Sadar Hospital.
Durin the 90-minute

‘street fight between police

and demonstrators before the
arrival of the Prime Minister,
more than a hundred home-
made bombs were axploded
on..the scene. Two police
men were also injured.

Riot police backed by
armed battalion used a bar-
rage of tear-gas shells and
rubber bullets. to control the
unE.\l_',r protesters, witnesses

hey sajd
protesters dama
afire about 10 s
area during the violence.
L See '1'-111# +2 Col |
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BDI chckmg autorickshaw dr#rrl and passengers vemrduy as part of its anti-hijac kmg drive in the city. - Star

Indo-Pak troops trade heavy

fire along Kashmir border

ties among villagers near the
frnlltk-r

iﬂlun worshippers

led and 20 Injurl':d

JAMMU undul Jm 27:
indian and Pakistani Lroops
lm‘: heavy fire nlung

mir F‘ﬂc
Pakistan c!aimrd

Fr |da when two long rang
that an Indian rocket strike rockets slammed into t l‘:
ona ue in Pakistan-held border

Kashmir killed 18 people.

reports AFP;

"heavy exchange of firing”
mvy mgheWnen In-
dian and

A Pakistani defence
spokesman said the attack

Indian and Pakistani was a ocation” by Indis
troo fire almost and a "major violation™ of the
dail ong the winding demarcation line in the dis-
Kashmir berder. The 'two puted Himalayan u:rri
sides accuse each India denied
other of Ahe fight- rocket strike m:rnu l r
ing. has ;:u-:d casual- der on Friday.

An Indian defence min-
ialrg Fnkuman in New
i told the Press Trust ol
India news agency that the
Pakistan claim that Indian

had fired two

In ' the
tered Kashmir, the state's

sendormost army officer al-
most rejected the Pakistani
charge. B

e calegorica e our
hand in lllfg rurkgt atﬁck.'
Brigadier PS Bindra told AFP.
"This thing has not happened
in our sector. We have mo
k1 about the same.”

“In fact, there has been po
firing on the line of control
which divides the Indian and
Pakistani-held portions of
Kashmir for sometime now.”
he added.

Defence Minis SOLTCES
in New Delhi said, however,
that Indian troops had fired
back on Friday after three
rockets fired ?;r Pakistani
troops crashed into the
Poench Sector of Indian
Kashmir.

The Pakistani attack
caused a scare but no casual
ties, the sources said.

+ Jamaat, - BNP or

| CEC saddened

| by major parties

| boycotting polls

By Staff Correspondent
Chief Election Commis-
sioner, Justice AKM ue
has accused the political par-
ties of "creating ga and
then trying to dump it on
the Election Commission.”
The CEC was referring to

the prevailing political situa-
tion in the country.."Be. it
po-
litical party. they aré respon-
sible for creating this
garbage, Now they are
dumping it on top of my
shoulder.” Justice Sadeque
said while talking to a group
of reporters at hig office yes-
terday

“1 am doing everything
l:n-uable within the constitu-
ional framework to conduct
the polls. Do you think | am

happy about the situation?
No, it is a matter of sadness
I'nrmr that most of the ma-
r political parties are not
aniciﬁzung in tht elec-
tions
About violation uf decul:: -
rule, Justice said
offlice is dctm to tm
"slern’ action
anomaly . Thl:C
a r:andidatc in M
Salimul Haque

%le!ﬁoll

m
that

.hm'ﬂlkd

PM at projection ra]lz in Bagerhat
Cast vote in polls to

Bagerhat). Jan 27:
HHF airpcrsun Prime Min-
ister m Khaleda Zia to-
day u
Elgclr wlrtts in. the Fl'ful:::lmar}r
parliamentary to
resist, what she called, a
conspiracy against the
mun ry's independence:.and

I%n‘;y reports UNB.

She blamed tliree political
l:v_r:ue? without. naming
m, lor conspiring against
hard-won democracy and in-

dependence of the cou

One of the parties Bc.gull

- Zia said, killed dmnucmcy

and introduced one-party
nutnl:ratit: rule, another o

wer viola _

| nnutitu on and the la m'n:

- directly opposed the War of
Liberation,

“You should remain aiert

. against these three t:unsplra-

nh: said at two Eml 3

ind and hat
maluddin High School
ground this afternoon.

. - The public ing at the
Fakirhat College ground was
her party's first projection
meeting ahead of the elec-
tions. She began the elec-
tioneering offering fateha at

4 the mazar of Hazrat Shah

Jllalleﬂ] in Sylhet on Jan-
4.

fum Zia said the op;r&
sition parties are not partici-

the people to u:aatﬂ

. the prime minister

reswt consplracy

1ﬁu in the forthcoming
cleptinna apprehending their
sure defeat.

She said the election is
%n g to be held as per the

nstitution and urged the
people to exercise
right to franchise in the
February 15 elections to save
the country from a grave
constitutional crisis.

"Cast valuable vote for
the sheal of paddy. Elect your
representative and give him
the res ty to develop

your area.” she added.

- Referring to the Opposi-
tion demand for a caretaker
government, Begum Zia said.
"We all unitedly amended the
Consfitution in 1991 to en-
sure that none can take over
power ﬂolnﬂng the Constitu-
tion.”

"We made a law providing

ar, glecing hhcaci of the

scan hold .the
Hiniuler

. make an unelected per,sf‘?ln
L=
12th amendment of the
Constitution is to stop illegal
rer,"-ahe Said. -

The BNP .Chai on re-
gretted that the position
which had voted for the 12th
amendment were now agitat-
LTF for an illegal demand.
ey do not EhidE by the law

See Page 12 col 8
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Goods worth Tk 150 cr
sold at Dhaka Trade Fair

. The curtain was drawn
yesterday for the last of some
1.2 million visitars to the
Dhaka International Trade
Fair '96 which yielded brisk
business for both domestic

and [nre}g,n exhibitors, re-
Gmmcm‘: and |
tion Minister M Sh Il-

down the curtain

Ma Nagar in the after-
noon, calling it 'a greal sue-

I:!'II' ln acquainting the
ucts. ,

ﬂ[f r:l estimated that
goods. » mainly consumer

products. worth Tk
crore were traded at the fair
while an amount of Tk
6,180,740 - was collected as

te money up to Friday.
‘:‘ﬂmns authorities also
pproximately Tk 75
lakh as duty from the foreign
ts who came [rom
i‘ countries and put a total

of 83 pavilion and stalls in

the fair, opened by the Prime
on January 2.

v adeshi manufactur-

eérs also managed export

orders to the tune of Tk 25

M..

fair at Sher-e-

and an

150 °

Atlas Toy has received an
order to supply toys worth
12.000 US dollar per month
lor one year to Japan while
Bengal Fine ceramics gol
order for supply of its prod-
ucts worth 50,000 dollars to
Ulc United Kingdom.

of Ban sh
has started discussion with
!utm: Company Limited of
Thailand to set up two joint
venture projeects in
Bangladesh— a medical clinic
electronic goods
plant.

The commerce
told the concluding function
that efforts should be taken
to bring more export-ori-
ented Bangladeshi enter-

in the fair as the coun-

's thrust is Ln develop and
expand export base.

Shamsul Islam also asked
the officials concerned to
bring the manufacturers of

minister

the two rt processing
zgones (EPZs) in the next
trade fairs. "Our tive is
to acquaint our ucts to
foreigners, not ir prod-

ucts to s, he said.
Commerce Secretary AM
Mofazzal Kairm informed the
concluding ceremony that
the Dhaka World Trade Cen-
tre. after its completion, will

See Page 12 col 7

M to recast education systems in South Asia stressed

By Staff Correspondent

Strategic Studies (BIISS) Ma-
General Abu Kaisar Fazlul
bir chaired the seminar

held at the BIISS. |
The discussants stron y

suggested expansion of t

spectrum of education bc

vond national boundaries and
petty nationalist ideals. They
observed that there were so
many things to share and
learn er without tanks,
bornbs and guns.

The seminar was organ-

Discussants a¥ a seminar
in the city y under-
scored the need for recasting
the education systems in
South Asia in view
the of indigenous
education systems.

Panelists from five South
Asian coumntries Ban

ladesh, Pakistan, India. Sri

nka and Nepal — shared
views at the seminar on
‘Remaking Education in

Asian University,” hosted by ised in connection with the
the Ba 5{ Group 'Visiting Fellowship Pro-
for Alternative king Eamﬂt of BASG;‘I;H dilm-
(BASGAT), a non- wrnmt az Ahmed. one rec-
think-tank. tors presenied the keynote

Prof Rehman Sobhan, Ex- paper at the seminar,

ecutive Director of the Cen- These who took part is
tre for Policy Dialogue, was discussion included Dr Bi-
and Director nayak Sen of BASGAT, Dr

HHMJNM o

stitute of Inttrnltlnﬂ.ll and

Ashis Nandy, Senior Re-
search Fellow of New Delhi-

based Centre for the Study of
Developing Societies (CSDS):
Dr Zia Mian, Research Fellow
of Islamabad-based Sustain-
able Develo t Policy In-
stitute (SDPI). Dr Ajaya
Dixit, fellow of Kathmandu-
based Nepal Water Conserva-
tion Foundation (NWCF) and
Dr Ilftekhar Zaman, Executive
Director of the Eaiuml‘rz—
based Regional Centre for
Slratﬁjk: tudies (RCSS).
Earlier. BASGAT Executive
Director Dr Abdur Rob Khan
gave the address of welcome.
Prof Rehman Sobhan said
thl‘: main thrust should be on
apitulation of our own ca-
bility. which so long re
ml.ln:d neglected and "we
have to address the dynamgcs
of indigenous educalion sys-
The present government

was perpcluatmg the tradi-
tion of the previous auto-

cratic regime putti the
Task Force 4 lnl:fu-.htl
while it cont nurd to bei

prescribed forel
tants, hcanm ot o
“It was well proved

through filing of 29 reports
by the Task Force th;t we
ourselves can demonstrate a

great deal of und:rtpndlnf
our problems.,” said Pro
Rehman Sobhan, ad that
Frnhlcm at the moment was
ck of appropriate leader-
and Is.
n his paper, Dr Imtiaz
Ahimed, who is also a teacher
of International Relations
Department in Dhaka Univer-
sity, contended that "govern-

shi

- mentalisation of k

nol only limits ¢

ompetition
and

creativity, which

otherwise could be found in
autonomous and independent
. bul also caters to
the populism of the majority
rommunity bent on
nrgnnlling_ the d:ﬂ:lnp
ihe .

He quutad Thnmu
M who said that the
Bnr;ulh edg:lunn in
India was designed
"A clan who would be inter-
preters hetwu:n uys and the

mﬂliunn QI we ., a
class ol persons an In
hleod and rnlhu;“hul -
in tastes, in nions, in
morals an lect.” The
colonial u::f education,
rticularly with respeéct to

lu:y w:nfn.r&nmmr he

"!n fact, the children of
South Asia are literally
brought up as 'nationalist’ ul‘

blessing"

to create

‘communalist.’ tutored to fall
in love only with the nation

that they have come to share

more as a result of tal

. Dr Ahmed said.

" Dr Zia sald that in Pak-

*istan students #s tender aged

as of nine years were taught
in first cth‘l er of their
ooling that 'India is our
cdy. and madrassahs pro-
nilltlry trllniu.l tn

Mhll andy alﬂ that on
the pretext n{ national inter-
est, India wu ‘deprivi

of its water share "

lﬂ-ﬂlymmcmm

L.ltnl;“ the r ..
w a
number of ple includin

peo
niversity tuchlum lt“h |
hcr :ovemmtnt officia

w-

|
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Opposition °
calls 8-hour
hartal in city

tomorrow
B;%'tb‘tai’f Correspondent

e mainstream opposi-
tion political parties called a
half-day hartal in the city to-
morrow protesting the
killing and police firing in
Khulnha and Bagerhal yester-
day and - attacks on
Opposition rallies in Sylhet
on January 23 and 24.

Awami League, Jatiya
Party and Jamaal-e-Islami,
through separate press re-
lease last night, gave Lhe
eight-hour hartal call: begin-
ning at six tomorrow morn-
ing.

Al President Sheikh
Hasina in a statement urged
the people in the capital to
make the hartal a success.

JP acting Chairman
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhu
and Jamaat leader Abbas
Khan also made similar ap-

See Pape 12 col 7

AL asks workers
to start campaign

to unseat govt
By Staft Correspondent

The Awami League yester-
day instructed its party
cadres to go ahead with the
one-peoint programme aimed
at unseating the government
as well as to launch an allout
campaign to resist the Febru-
ary 15 parliamentiary elec-
lions.

Al an extended meeting of
the AL working committee,
the party high command an-
nounced a shilt towards a
more nationalist stance and
injected enthusiasm among
an estimated 2.000 repre-
sentatives from different
thanas. districts, former
MPs, members of the na-
tional and advisory tommit-
tees.

See Page 12 Col 4

Foreign polls
observers
invited
By Staff Correspondent

Bangladesh will welcome
extensive participation of fo-
reign observers and journal-
ists for monitoring the forth:-
coming general elections.

Acting on a directive lrom
the Chiel Election Commis-
sioner. the request for par-
ticipation of foreign obser-
vers was communicated to all
heads of missions or their
representatives here by the
Foreign Secrelary in
briefings ending yesterday.

The envoys were called in

| three groups at the Foreign

Office. The envoys of the Eu-
ropean Union countries,
Japan, Australia and Canada
were briefed first on Thurs-
day while those of the SAARC
countries at a separate ses-
sion later on the same day.
The last session look
place yesterday where envoys

See Page 12 col 8

Khulna incident
sparks violence
In City
By Staff Correspondent

A car was set ablaze and at
least 15 other motor vehicles
were damaged as opposition
activists went on rampage in
Bangabandhu Avenue and
Gulistan areas in the city
protesting killing of one per-
son during hartal in Khulna
yesterday.

Witnesses said Lthe
protesters also clashed with
on-duty police.

Police labbed at least a
dozen tear-gas shells to dis-
perse the protesters, police
said.

At one stage they set fire
to a car infront of the Pir Ya-
meni Market. Fire fighters
put out the fire.

Incidents of violence were
also reported from Mohakhali

and Mirpur areas in the city.

13 killed in

Makkah
hospital fire

JEDDAH, Saudi Arabia,
Jan 27: A hospital fire killed
13 people and injured 33 in
Makkah, [slam's holiest city,
the official Saudi Press

Am:mi{p reported today, re-
ports AP,

The agency said the blaze
ori Friday at Alawl Toonsi
Hospital was caused by an
electrical short circuit.

Most of the victims suf-
fered smoke inhalation. :

Sixteen of the injured
were treated and released.
The others remained in ho-
pitals, the news lg

uoting an unnamed D!'--
ence official.

The victims included men
and women of various nation-
alities, it added, without giv-

breakdown.

ing any



