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Strengthemng Cultural Relations: ICCR

T HE Indian Council for
Cultural Relations
(ICCR) was establis-
hed in 1950 with the pri-

mary objective of estab
lishing. reviving and stre-
ngthening cultural relations
and mutual understanding
between India and other
countries. It is an au-
tonomous organisation ad-
ministratively attached to the
Ministry of External affairs.
with its headquarters located
in Azad Bhavan. New Delhi.
ICCR has regional offices
in Bombay. Bangalore, Cal-
cutta. Chandigarh, Hyder-
abad. Lucknow, Madras and
Thiruvananthapuram besides
eight Indian
abroad situated in Cairo
(ARE). Berlin (FRG). George-
town (Guyana). Jakarta
(Indonesia)., Port Louis
(Mauritius), Moscow (Russia),
Paramaribo (Surinam) and
London (UK)
Aims and Objectives of
ICCR

* Participation in the for-

cultural centres

mulation and implementation
of policies and programmes
relating to India's external
cultural relations.

* Fostering and strength-
ening cultural relations and
mutual understanding be-
tween India and other coun-
tnes.

* Promoting cultural ex-
change with other countries
and peoples.

* Establishing and devel-
oping relations with national
and international organisa-
tions in the field of culture.

* Taking such measures as
may be required to further
these objectives.

Major Activities of ICCR

* Administration of schol-
arship schemes on behalf of
the Goverrment of India for
international students and

welfdre of international stu-

dents.

* Exchange of scholars,
academicians. opinion mak-
ers, artistes and writers.
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* Exchange of exhibitions.

* Organisation of and par-
ticipation in seminars and
sympesia and conferences of
cultural interests.

* Exchange of performing
arts groups.

* Establishing and main-
taining Chairs and fellow-
ships for Indian studies
abroad.

* Organising annual
Maulana Azad memorial Lec-
tures and Essays Competi-
tions.

* Administration of the
Jawahralal Nehru Award for
International Understanding.

* Taking out publications
in the fields of art, history
culture, literature and phi-
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* Maintaining Indian cul-
tural centres abroad. &

* Organising festivals on
a and

abroad to project India's cul-
tural heritage and to bring
together eminent artistes.

* Supporting special bilat-
eral programmes,

Scholarship Schemes for
International Students

Indian universities and

' educational institutions have
i been reco

ised the world

! over as seats of 1 . Over
| the years.excellent educa-
tional institutes have
eme ‘all over the ntry

on various disciplines

from the arts and humanities |

to physical and natural
sciences, medicine and
engineering. India enjoys the
reputations of having the
third largest system of educa-

~ever,
" recognition to the degree,

tion in the world. The com-
paratively in nsive educa-
tion that India offers makes
India one of the best choices.
for both undergraduate stud-
ies and higher learning.

The Indian Council For
Cultural Relations offers 1000
scholarships every year under
its various schemes.
International students frnm
over 70 countries study
different universities and
educational institutions in

India and pursue a variety of
courses from und aduates
studies to doctoral ees in

various subjects. Scholarships
are also given for learnin
Indian classical music an
dances, tings, sculptures
etc. The lnturnauunnl
students stay in India for over
three years as ICCR schdlars
and when they return to
their country, several of them
occupy positions of
im nce. They are able to
reflect a greater understand-
ing and appreciation of In-
dia's cultural, econamic,

- litical and social diversi

Indian universities, -
do not give blanket

or certificate
by the foreign uni-
versities or ' educational
boards. International stu-
dents who intend to study at
Indian universities may
ascertain - their eligibility
from Indian missions in their
countries before applying for

scholarships. p
Self-Financing Interna-
Apart from Igpﬁxachu]ar-

diploma
awarded
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ship holders there is a very
large number of international
students who themselves pay
for their studies as well as
their stay in India. The Self-
Financing International Stu-
dents is Scheme is intended
to provide facilities for
higher studies to self-financ-
hy international students in

ucational institutions in
India. Currently there are
more than 20,000 such in-

ternational students in India.
This self financing category
of students has been growing
over the . Welfare of the
international students com-
munity in India. Both schol-
arships holders as well as
self-financing, is the respon-
sibility of the Indian Council

for Cultural Relations.

At present there are 216
university-level institutions.
Of these, 133 are traditional
universities while others are
professional /technical insti-
tutions. As
universities which are miulti-
disciplinary, the profes-
sional/technical universities
are for specialised studies in
a few disciplines. Of these,
33 provide education in

- culture/forestry/diary/fish-

eries /veterindry science, 12
in medical sciences, and 17
in cnglneeringftcchnnlugy
Other speclalised institutions
include : Sanskrit Universi- -
ties (6), Women's Universi-
ties (5) Sangeet ‘ Vish-
wavidyalay (2) Population
Sciences Il] Regional lan- -

ages (3) and Hindi, Statis- |
cs, Law and Journalism (one

TeChmcal and'Economic Cooperatlon

was u
India mrlﬁth
1964 The ITEC
amme is administered

Economic Division of /

the Ministry of External .
A.ﬂ'lln The . is an
expression of India's earnest

desire to share-albeit within

its limited resources — the

fruits of the socio-economic

development with other
loping countries.

rogramme operates

a series of bilateral

ammes with recipient

untriu in core areas of
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countries: c¢) Assistance in
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nomic surveys : and e) Spon-
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agreement in October 1994

for mlki:ﬁ Peugeot cars
starting h Peu 309
( ol wversion first and

iesel version later on) at

PAL's plant. This is a
joint venture with equal
equity tion and in-
volves transfer of
product and manufacturing

This has a low

od, with the
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F olk Culture

s Continued from page 21
"Ramayana and you will find so
. many religions of it that it is
amazing. Each version is
.adapted to the of that
‘region and therefore pn:-
-sented in folklore
"Even in ﬂEuddhj:t communi-
ties one finds a similar story.
. Along with the story comes
- the symbolism which too is
retained intact through the
h and breadth India.
ological are iden-
ti with a particular area
completely and so some dif-
ference in the story told be-
comes inevitable.
i, St:ﬂ-ies as one can see can
religious, explain nature
or deal with history and even
social themes. Religious
themes are generally aimed
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DCM is allowing it npﬁlj
cent stake.

Recently Ford of the US

signed up with the Mahin-* -
their

range
a. As a mea-
sure of commitment to in-

vesting India. Ford has taken

hmong the pruj:ctn re-
cently executed or under im-
plemmuunn are the solar

energy projects in Cuba, Syria
ihd &nn. ¢§ clinic and
Ghana. &
tethnll:ll demonstration
I!!HII:H in multi-pur- -

l.rnlnlng cen-.

in Hun lia. Viet
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Ikswagen plans to in-
trndum a range of
the medium size t in
collaboration with in a
new ;:ant. The r::huuy
study is expected to com-
leted in months. Ashok:

ts of vehicles, more
particularly for passenger

Talking into account the'

ey ey ot
market in
this region. It has been con
m'uﬂvdyaﬂhmmdthttu#
car industry in this
mntry will reach a volume

d(ﬂt lakh cars per annum
w turn of the :tntury
th this rate of growth, thll
nt of the autnmnuvl

in ustry will witness the

h.t‘l'-i:: Ih hicl

vehicle popula-

tion in the country which is.
now estimated at 2.7 million

in exgecled to double by thg

| automobile sector.

tly a total annual outlay
of 15 crores. It covers
105 l:nunlri:-t While Alrica
has traditionally been a thrust
are for ITEC programme, the
has now been ex-
tended to cover the countries
of the commonwealth of in-
dependent states as well as

several East European coun- .

tries.-
ITEC provides ample tes-

timony to India s abiding faith
in ahd deep commitment to

nical cooperation amo
d.:ilo ing countries (TC
thrn h it to the larger

ca
er
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Continuous technical col
laboration with world leaders
has enabled many of the In-
dian auto component units to

themselves abteast of
the technological advances

this in twrn has hul.;rd
them to face international
competition while develgping
export bases in the country.
In fact, despite stiflf interna-
tiopal competition, a few of

the mccllful Indian compo-
nent manufacturers have

emerged as global players.
Currently, 420 cellaborations
are in operation and more

t 50 component compa-
have obtained ISO 9&0

accreditation.
The past year has been

ne of recovery and consoli-
d-ﬁm for the Indian compo-
nent industry with the
following developments:

- Turneover of Rs. 6,500
crores-a growth rate of 20
per cent.

- Investment in plant and

inery woes for more
'‘Rs. 1.200 crores.
To meet the challenges

ahead. the industry is plan- -

== An annual capacity ex-
pansion of 25 per cent with
;ﬁ estimated investment of

. 8,000 crores in the next
j'taru.

An export turnover of
2 000 crores by the year
2000.

- To become systems
liers for world markets
capability to design and

develop larger parts.

An important factor which

L res confidence in the
nent industry is the
indigenisation programme

announced by some of the
new entrants into the Indian
The In-
dian component industry is
not only capable of absorbi

new technology but has al-
ready capabilities which can
cater to the state-of-the-art
models of automobiles,
trucks and t(wo wheelers,
which are ted to hit the
r in a few years. The
¢ before the industry

~is to be a leader in design

and technology and adopt a
strategy for customer satis-

and service.
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Out of 7958 caﬁlageu 947
colleges provide education in
professional disciplines like
t:ngin:r.ﬂnf (352). agricul-
ture (170}, and medicine
(638 include Ayurvedic,
Homeopathic, Pharmacy etc).
Others provide education in
arts, 'fehysical sciences., hu-
s and social sciences,
law etc. ;

Of the 10 Institutes of Na-

tional Imiportance, thefive
Indian Institutes of Technol-

ogy provide education in
technology and  science at
higher level, one provides
education in statistical tech-
niques, three in medical
sciences, and one in Hindi
language. besides, there are
four Institutes of Manage-
ment at Ahmedabad, Banga-
lore, Calcutta and Lucknow,

- which provide advanced

management education, but.
do not' have degree awarding

authority, (therefore, these
are not listed in the hand-
" book). :

India has the ue char-
actaﬂutlc of ha e third
argest system of igmr edu-

catiun (next to the USA and.

. the erstwhile USSR) with
... one of the lowest per student

expenditure on higher educa-
tion in the world. Compared
tu the ﬁ?ﬂﬂtﬂd countries,

a in education is vast
while the per capita income
is meager, , which pose
formidable difficulties in pro-
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of the task faced

Indian Republic Day
we felicitate the

People & Govt of India

Sole Agent in Bangladesh
"GANER DALI

YEAKUB SUPER MARKET
+2/B, ELEPHANT ROAD
.. DHAKA-1205
- TEL: 500388
FAX: 880-2-866915, 880-2-868435
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