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VER since man tossed

aside the fig leaf in se-

arch for more compre-
hensive cover ol his mmh‘.u?'.
arments of various kinds
ave proclaimed civilizations!

Animal skin or yarn, stitched

- or draped. the variety andl

splendour ol the garment ol
dilferent societies speak ol
their identity with aesthetics
being as the weit. For the

touch of glamour come the
ornaments, both to enhance
the beauty and to define the
status of the wearer.

While each region af India
hag different apparel, an in-
teresting tolklore found in
almost every part of the
country highlights the com-
mon thread running through
the entire weave! The lore
has us believing that God ap-
peared in a sleeping man's
dreams and taught him to
weave cloth. and that was the
beginning ol the tabulous In-
dian weaves!

Some clue of the clothes
of our very very old ancestors
can be had Ifrom ancient

texts. Rig Veda describes the
person's dress as made of the
upper garment the Adhivasa
and the lower garment. the
Vasa. The ensemble was
called Vasana or Vastra. The
material, colour, mamner of
wearing etc. depended on

the occupation of the person

* & saf,e ad a difterent dress
code from that of a man who

-is about to perform a sacrifice

and so on.

While all these are intelli-
gent inferences [rom texts,
the sculptures in temples
and forts told their story of
dress codes in times closer
to the present. -

Historical events had
tremendous influence on
dressing and with the con-
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est of Alexander the Great,
the Hellenic touch was added
to our garments with the
element of pleating — the
lower or the upper garment
is one such. Similarly with
the coming of the Sultans
and the Mgu hals, from the
10th to the 15th century, the
upper garment was born. All
over India. the choli was cre-
ated. One can discern a
common strain across the
country in the long skirt,
blouse and Ianq:lt: C1SeI-
ble. In Uttar Pradesh it is
called the Lehanga-choli
(skirt and blouse) and du-
atta (head-cover) while in
gﬂjﬂﬂthﬂﬂ. it is called the
ghaghra-choli-odni (the same
three as in UP mentioned
above) ensemble. In Assam it
is mekhla chadar, in Kerala it
is mundu and in Tamil Nadu
it is called pavadaidavant

As in every other aspect ol
life. in attire too. this one
single concept expands lo
accommodate the aesthelic
sensibilities of the different

people of India. Some living .

in deserts, some others along
a picturesque coast of undu-
lated terrain and refreshing
greens. The manner ol wear-
ing this three- ensein-
ble also varies, like in the
Southern part of India
women tuck one end of

melaku (as the upE‘ is
called there) into the pavadail
and the other end comes be-
low the right arm and over
the left shoulder. In Assam

‘too the style of wearing is

similar but in the nerth, the

loose end comes over] the

head from the back lnr.l'fl.li

. down from the right shoul-
der ¥

And catching ‘the

stars in their clothes, the

women of Rajasthan make up
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for their arid dry surround-
ings in_their colourful le-
hangas by embroidering little
mirrors into their skirt. The
careful Gujaratis, attentive to
details, have heavy embroi-
dery on the long while
the ple of Assam and Ker-
ala. living in lush green sur-
roundings. rob the colour off
their garments and go in for
stark while allewing a thin
border at times.

The men remained more
or less where they were, that
is with _the exception of a few
regions, most of them still
wore a lower garment: the
dhoti (unstitched cloth
draped around waist) and a
towel or angavastra on top.
The manner of tyi the

dhoti however is iffer-
u&crllly

. ent in the ;
they are all about t me-
ters in length. While man
from Bengal pleats the front

rtion with one loose end in
iis pucket (ol the kuria) the

’

man working on the lands
opts for a dhott reaching
barely to the knees and more
like a pair of shorts! They are
generally white in colour
with borders ranging from a
llnrgdc coloured Hne to one
worked with gold thread.

As iInvaders came and
went, they left behind certain
styles and thus came the
kurta (long shirt) for men.
Again no region just copied
the designs, they had their
indigenous designers! Also
came the ama or churidar.
The north which came di-
rectly under Mughal rule
adopted this dress rather
well. The women wore sal-

war-kurta ensembles. While

this is now found into
corner of India today, till
about ten years back, the
dress was worn primarily by
the Punjabis and :
When a woman starts talk-
about clothes, dreams
ngle into descriptions and
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here's a request for you to
stop and start dreaming. The

cture is of the Kashmir val-
ey or the Himachal Pradesh.
Lovely young girls with red

s ;-' kg e h".:,. o ]

cheek and radiant skins wear
soimme of the most beautiful
versions of the salwar-kurta
ensemble. They called the
upper garment a pheran. It is

wove it with

longer and looser than the
kurta and is made from
woollen material. Exquisite
and intricate embroidery
adorn their loose garments,

rhaps a legacy from the

ellenic influence. When the
blizzard blows across the cold
hills of the Himalayas. these
people kee themselves
warm with the little pot of
burning coa} that they tie to
their waist inside their pher-
ans! The men also wear simi-
lar clothes. only their pher-
ans are even

The tribals across the
length and breadth of India
still wear the lower garment
wound around the waist and
an t of recemt
origin. The lower garment
differs in length from area to
area. The va of weaves
and the
used by them is however a
whole thesis in itself. In
Meghalaya, however, with
earfy influence of the mis-
sionaries, their u -
ment evolved earlier, albeit
innovatively! Their dress is
made of two square pieces of
cloth. One goes blow one arm
poatte shoulder. Another gocs

e _ .

goﬂm in 4 similar hlg::n'
shoulder.
als wear a . Both
men and women wear similar

clothes.

Elsewhere in the country
the lower-u garment
ensemble evolved
into a s Some wove de-
signs into their sari. Some
embroidered: them. Some
thread.

imagination

Space Market

Continued from page 17
oration of USA. the
worldwide distributor of all
observation data received
from American LANDSAT se-
ries of spacecraft, had struck

'with the Indian Space De-

partment for the reception
and distribution of data from
the Indian observation Spa-
cecraft in the IRS series.

The loss of Landsat-6 spa-
cecraft in a launch mishap in
October 1993 had prompted
EOSAT to go.in for a mar-
keting tie-up with India.

India's first generation
earth observation spacecraft,
IRS-1A launched in 1988 and
IRS-IB data constitutes the
mainstay of the National Nat-
ural Resources Management

tem (NNRMS) in India
and are being regularly used
for mapping forest, waste-
land, agricultural activities,
watér and mineral resources
as well as monitoring envi-
ronmental changes and
oceanic dynamics. A vastly
improved second generation
iRg-lC satellite featuring a

better spatial and spectral

resolution as compared to
IRS-IA and 1B has already

been launched and will be
ulgeratlunal very soon. The
IRS-P2 experimental earth
observation satellite launched
by the 280-tonne biopropel-
lant Polar Satellite Launch
Vehicle (PSLV]) in October
1994 has also proved its ex-
cellence by providin hlﬁh
quality resources data. No
wonder, EOSAT Corporation
has evinced keen interest in
IRS-P2 satellite data.

India's success in the area
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of satellite technology is now
well established. A Chinese
ce delegation that visited
eB re-based satellite

centre of the Indian
ikt 1B
interest in

e:incad - and bilit
the expertise capability
India has built up in -
“:.f and bulld sate-of-

art remote sensing satellites.
man, ISRO, is fully

Dr K Kasturirangan, Chair-
confident
that India is now well-equi-
pped to undertake tu-:;chzy
contracts for tailor-
made aft. "In satellite
technology and application,
we have reached total ma-
turity and are comparable
with the best in the world,"
says he, He drives home the
point that India can build
ex cost-efficient -
cecraft because an t
pool of highly skilled man-
power conversant wfth all
aspects of satellite techno-
logy is available in the
country.
India is also poised to
build its indigenous launch
capability. The flawless and
text-book perfect launch of
the 44mt. tall Polar Satellite
Launch Vehicle (PSLV), pow-
ered by alternate liquid and
solid fuel stages in October
1994, has established Indian
competence to place one-

.tonne class earth observation

spacecraft into a polar orbit.
By far. the most ex and
chdllenging technological
endeavour undertaken by
ISRO, PSLV incorporates
many innovations in materials
technology. This has enabled
India to join the ranks of a
select group of space
nations comprising USA,
Russia. France, Jamn and
China. The next flight of
PSLV is planned to take place
in the near future. After
proving the t worthiness
of PSLV it be used as a
workhorse for the routine
lau of the IRS series of
satellites.

But the significance of
PSLV goes beyond just
launching satellites from the
Indian socil. India can pro-
mote it as a vehicle for orbit-
ing lightweight satellites in
the low e orbit. As it is.
with the trend towards
miniaturisation hitting the

5101}&1 satellite industry, the

emand for PSLV class
launch vehicles is likely to go
up in the coming years. And
India is full pared to'ex-

ploit this lucrative launch
service slot in the global

Continued from page 20
inta 'the 19.2 degrees East
slot in December 1988,
Three vyears later, it co-lo-
cated the Astra 1B. Later, the
Astra 1C and 1D were also
co-located in the same slot.
The Astra satellites provide
direct broadcast services
over Europe.

Added Features

Insat-2C is the first of the
Insat series to earry Ku band
(11 to 14 GHz) transponders.
The thrée Ku band transpon-
ders on the 2C are expected
to be used for satellite news
Fathering. for direct inter-
inking of major city ex-

- changes and for data services.

With the Doordarshan in-
creasingly relying on the C-
band, one of the two S-band
transponders on the Insat-2C
has been modified for mobile
communications. The mobile

space market.
On another front, PSLV |is
crucial for India torbuild its
own Geostationary Launch
Vehicle (GSLV). capable of
orbiting 2.5 tonne class
communications spacecraft
into geostationary orbit,
Reali of tl?;
u
n!lm'i?:ln hydm?n
or

dom.” Currently tﬂ: obal

launcher market is mi-
nated by GSLV class boosters.
Many of the technologies and

Indian Space Rtg:rlmcnt
states: "A number of requests
from Foreign agencies for
some of the téchnol
ucts as well as for the

ansfer of various® spin-off

technologies have been re-
m'?;. %cunﬂonn have been
held with several interna-
tional to pro-
mote trix as a potential
source for many of their re-

quirements.”
The Antrix Cgr!:grauun
ﬁ. 1::3: business front for
ian s i Cy. was
set up in lﬁe \x:,h: ob-
ject of exploiting ‘the com-
mercial potential of the space
agency and to promote the
export of its high technology
products, services and con-
sultancy. It has made a good

beginning by securing orders
for ntu:I]yg :zntracta. consul-

tancy and products from var-
ious tions and coun-
tries across the world. It has
already supplied solid fuel to
the Indonesian space agency
Lamn It has also supplied
to Brazilian space agency
an earth observation package
for use aboard the Brazilian
experimental remote sensing
spacecraft. |

In a landmark develop-
ment Antrix has signed an
agreemenf with SAT to

to market data from a
network of Indian earth ob-
servation satellites to Gov-
ernment agencies and com-
panies around the world. ‘Un-
der the lﬂ-ﬁar agreement,
EOSAT will the exclusive

F
b

services being contemplated
are 'expected to benefit the
railways, trucking services
and shipping industry.

As with its predecessors,
the Insat-2A and 2B, the 2C
carries 12 normal C band
transponders. But the cover-

two of these transpon-
ders has been expanded so
that its beam covers an area
from parts of North Eastern
Africa, Central Asia and West
Asia all the way to South-East
Asia. The extended coverage
would allow television pro-
ammes to be ‘beamed to
expatriate Indians.

Doordarshan has already
leased a C-band transponder
on the PanAmSat 4 to beam
its international service to
the Middle East. The agree-
ment with PanAmSat also lets
Doordarshan broadcast the
international channel to Eu-
rope and the US over the
PAS-I's Ku band beam.
Courtesy — The Hindu

worldwide marketing ﬂ
for earth observation
Hum remote hfmlﬁg ql-lm. v
tes .
!rﬂu has an ambitious
earth observation satellite

ogramme. It has two satel-
Eu in orbit and plans to

two more 1996. It
pec t?h-lnt eight
in orbit by 1989. ., *

The information ga
st i g oo ::phmun
oll an ’
forest mapping environment

lanning and crop monitor-
ng. T said it will sell
the data commercially to
Government agencies and
companies around the world
through its data distribution
“ﬂ?r:i ¢ st for the
tudy «
mnm.w
systems and assessment of
ssociated tec
fuw earth orbit
constellation and for the
n, | tion and

evalua'unn of a small omni- |

directional antcﬂmn for the
hand held telephone project
of the London-based multi-
national multi-service comm-
unications consortium "Inm-

arsat” was ba by the
Antrix Corporation in the
face of stiff global com-

etition. Further, Antrix
orporation has carried out
therﬁnch mnfr :lf Fgrtran
Programme for IBM, Singa-
and conducted
{: mission control and sate-
llite systems definition for
experts from South Korea

* and Arab, the consortium of

21 Arab countries that
operate this regional com-
munications satellite system.

India on the occasion of their

" Republic Day
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"Even teday,

lovely fabrics.

But variety emerged in the
manner of draping this on
unstitched garment which
has come into the twentieth
century — all set to stride
into the next . Each women
draped it as she found it con-
venient. The women of Maha-
rashtra were very industrious
and patriotic: they wore
tight saris and ensured easy
and agile movement. When
the Marathas came to the
south. they influenced the
women there who wear simi-
lar saris. These saris are
longer than the usual ones :
the usual ones are six yards
in length while this one is
nine yards. But in Bengal the
length is five meters. The
longer saris are worn by one
segment of the society while
the more common version is
the six yards. Some wear this
over the right shoulder and
others over the left.

One of the story re-
mains untold and that is the
one of the khadi or the hand-
spun cloth. It is associated
with the Swadeshi movement
under the leadership of Ma-
hat:na Gandl;i t;]cgun in the
early part of this century.
4 all over India
there are people who share
the same ideolo whether
they wear the dhoti or pya-

Jjama-kurta of even famous

Gandhi dap. all woven by
themselves.

As the rustle of silk. the
wooden ng of the hand
and loin looms and the vi-
brant colours of indigenous
dyes clothe the Indian, new
de s from all over the
1 are being incorpe-

rated.....and the story will-
grows longer and richer by
the next millénnium and yet
‘as diverse and unified too.
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