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The International Trade Fair | &

by Aasha Mehreen Amin

It is a basic law of the universe that one's
gain is another's loss. This cliche maybe ap-
plied to the Dhaka Book Fair and Interna-
tional Trade Fair that took place simultane-
ously in the city recently. that too. only a
few blocks away from one another. So it was
that while the stall owners of the book fair
bemoaned the lack of customers the partic-
ipants of the Trade Fair gloated over the
thousands they attracted with their elabo-
rate anangements.

The Trade Fair has been indeed a
grandiose event with 284 participants in-
cluding 88 foreign and 196 local stalls
showing a huge variety of products from
chocolate milk to voltage regulators. Spread
out over a huge area right next to the Elec-
tion Commission were the huge pavilions to
accommodate the large numbers of ple.
The seven day exténsion was certainly wel-
come to the last minute visitors who re-
alised. almost too late, that they would be
missing one of the biggest events of the

Apart from the few who couldn't or
didn't bother to make it, literally thousands
of people turned up. The ticket collectors
were swamped with aggressive visitors who
wouldn't even let them take a lunch break,
t wanted to get in so bad.

et those who had dreamt of comin
back from the fair loaded with unusual an
exotic goods both local and foreign at cheap

prices were quite disappointed when they

actually got to the area. The products were

neither exotic nor cheap. This was espe-
cially true of some of the foreign stalls. Pak-
istan had a total of 45 stalls and while the
crowds flocked to them like bees to honey,
there was very little they actually brought.
Most of the products were quite ordinary
while some were even substandard. The
Pakistani stalls;: for uptn,ple; had their
shawls, khuses (kabli shoes) and fabrics —.
but in very common ' designs. Even the
:‘:Iriﬂd fruits failed to be hits with the visi-
ors.

The Iranian stall — a huge pavilion clev-
erly styled like a mosque was like a .mini
super market inside and attracted the
largest crowds of all — though, again, the
items for sale were either too mundane
(like cooking utensils) or too expensive
(200 taka for a small box of Iranian sweets).
The only items worth buying were the
beautiful stone jewelry that included huge
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Traders of Shantinagar Bazar brought out a procession
in the city yesterday protesting the murder of a fellow

businessman.

turquois pendants and necklaces. Other
countries that participated included Japan,
Korea, Bhutan, China, Canada, UK, US and
India which had a Gramophone of India
pavilion selling cassettes of favourite Indian
artists. This was definitely a stall worth
browsing around in.

The Bangladeshi stalls certainly had an
impressive range of products and demon-
strated just how diverse our country's trade
is. There was the Milk Vita stall where ev-
eryone seemed to congregate to get a cool
chocolate milk drink or chew on a choc-bar.
There were many stalls selling electronics
— refrigerators, washing machines, water
heaters and televisions. There were those
selling machinery such as electricity trans-
formers. water pumps and other agricul-
tural equipment. Many of these items were '
actually made in Bangladesh or rather
assembled in Bangladesh with mainly for-
eign parts. This impressed many of the visi-
fors who were pleasantly surprised that
such good quality products were being
made in Bangladesh. "The response has
been quite good, said Abu Tawhid an em-
ployee of MICRO electronics, "we have had
many prospective buyers, more local than
foreign, showing a keen  interest in our
products.”

Infact, according to many of the local
participants foreign buyers did not seem as
enthusiastic as was hoped for. The present

.........
.........

political situation seemed to be the major

‘detenant for this lack of interest.

Leather goods, jute products and tea
were also displayed by the major producers
of these items. |

But what seemed to attract the visitors
the most. especially the women, were the
Rajshahi silk and costume jewelry stalls.

‘With the upcoming Eid. many shopaholics

depided it was best to get ever some of
their shopping at the fair where modest
discoifhts were given. A male visitor was
overheard complaining "Why. aren’t there
anything for men in the the silk stalls?”

Perhaps, for some, the Trade Fair proved
to be a little disappointing in terms of the
variety of goods worth buying. Yet for most
people the fair was a place to take the fam-
ily or friends to for a change from the mun-
dane city life. Moreover, it gave the visitors
the chance to get a glimpse of all the major
sectors of trade in this country. In that the
fair has been well worth a visit.

Feb |

By Staff Correspondent

¢ |  The two-day tenth na-
| | tional poetry festival begins al
e, the Dhaka University
% | premises on February |

. | Poet Sufia Kamal will inau-

. | gurate the festival to be par-
ticipated by over 300 poets
from across the country and
som®* 10 poets from Sri
Lanka, India, Nepal. Mal-
dives, Costa Rica and Mauri-

| tius.

Jatiya Kabita Parishad or-
ganising the festival every
year since 1987, The slogan
of the festival this year is
‘poetry in defence of human-

Star photo

can apply at the address below:
Requirements:

All candidates will have to

(a)
(b)
(c)

for the course

Jan. 1996

The Aga Khan School
Uttara, Dhaka

ADMISSIONS IN THE “A” LEVEL
PROGRAMME—~CLASS XI ONLY)
Limited seats are available in the A level

programme starting on Ist of February, 1996.
Candidates who meet the following requirements

have a minimum of 6 “O” level credits
register for atleast 3 “A” level subjects
have atleast a C grade in the subjects chosen

Last date to submut filled in application form 28th
Students writing January 1996 “O” level examina-

tions can apply for provisional acceptance.
Aga Khan School, Road No. 6/A, Sector 4

ism .

preside over the inaugural
session of the festival.
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The Bangla
begins on February 1.

Progr

The government has taken
elaborate programmes (o ob-
serve the Amar Ekushey in a
befitting manner, reports
BSS.

The programmes were
approved at a co-ordination
meeting hejd at the confer-
ence room of the Cultural
Ministry with State Minister
for Cultural Affairs Prof Jahan
Ara in the chair.

National flag will not be
hoisted half-mast if the da
would coincide with the Eid-
ul-Fitre. District and thana
authorities will organise pro-
grammes similar to the na-
tional programmes.

Some important road is-
lands of the capital would be
decorated with festoons of

Bangla ac.l}ahabcl under the
auspices of Dhaka City Corpo-
ration.

Bangla Academy will ar-
range a month-long book fair
at the academy premises
from February one. The slo-
gan of the book fair would be
"Present Book to Beloved
Persons on the Eid Day.” The
book fair will remain open
from 10 am to 5 pm every-

ﬁangla Academy will hold
discussion commemorating
the memories of language

martyrs and highlighting sig-

ic Society
organise a talk on "Trends in
Employment Pattern in Rural

room of society. Time: 3:30 pm.

Talk on cancer: The Ba

Academy has begun preparations for the Amar Ekusey Boi Mela '96, which

amme on Ekushey

nificance of the day. every
afternoon during the book

fair. However, the discussions

will be followed by cultural
functions after Eid-ul-Fitre.
Apart from this a book fair al-
ready began from January 22
at the Baitul Mukarram
Mosque premises organised
by the Islamic Foundation.

‘Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy and Nazrul Institute

'will arrange discussions and

cultural functions after Eid-
ul-Fitre. Bangladesh National
Museum will offer an open
Bangla hand writing compe-
tition for children and juve-
niles marking the day.

Special prayers will be of-
fe at Azimpur graveyard.
muscﬂ.ma and other places of
worship.

Radio, television and
newspapers will put up spe-
cial programmes and sup-
plements to mark the occa-
sion.

. The minister sought co-
operation from all concerned
for proper implementation
of the programmes.

Among others, Cultural
Secretary Md Mokhlesur

Rahman and representatives
from different ministries and
institutions attended
mecting.

the

adesh”. Venue: Seminar

ngladesh Academy of Family

Physicians will organise the talk. Venue: BSU lecture room,

Eastern Plaza. Time: 9 am.

Lions Club of Dhaka Pallabi: The board of
_directors of the club will meet. Venue: 1/C. 6/10, Mirpur.

Time: 4 pm.

— Star photo

BAU admission
test now on
Feb O

The written test for first

ear admission into

angladesh Agricultural Uni-
versity (BAU] will now be
held on February 9 from
2:30 pm to 4:30 pm instead
of February 2, reports UNB.

Those who secured at
least 1406 marks in SSC_and
HSC examinations and ful-
lilled other necessary condi-
tions will be allowed to sit for
the test. Minimum score of
1295 marks are needed for
the reserve seats for tribal
and non-tribal students.

If any admission seeker
does not get his or her admit
card by Febru 8. will be
able to collect it from the
Dean office of Agri Engineer-
ing Faculty from 9 am to 12
noon on February 9, the date
scheduled for admission test.

Poetry festival |

Poet Shamsur Rahman will |

Devotees at Saraswati Puja mandop at Rokeya Hall in

the city yesterday.
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ASFAQUR
| Mustafizur Rahman |

TOEFL " SAT- |
GRE SAT- I

TECHNOLOGY
TRANSFER/
MANAGEMENT

AVAILABLE KOREAN TECHNOLOGY FOR
INDUSTRIES ON TURN KEY BASIS AND
IMPORT OF HEAVY MACHINERY.

ALSO AVAILABLE DANISH CONSULTANT
FOR MANAGEMENT OF DAIRY, POULTRY
AND AGRICULTURAL FARMS.

FOR ENQUIRY PLEASE CALL/ WRITE TO:

ESSAR MARKETING LTD.

H% 24, RD# 36, SECH 7
UTTARA, DHAKA.
TEL :; 895334,

ATTN :

FAX 895959,
MR SHANKAR RAI.

[Happy Birthday |
| | 0 o 1

n KAWASAKI KISEN KAISHA, LTD.
NOTICE TO CONSIGNEES

THE CONTAINERISED CARGO EXMING GALAXY V-AGO2W AND EX.
ALLIGATOR VICTORY V-66B FROM HONGKONG AND KAOHSIUNG, EX.
NANTA BHUM V-278S FROM BANGKOK HAVE BEEN RELAYED TO FEEDER
VESSEL M.V. KOTA BERJAYA VOY-033 IMP. ROT. NO 74 /96 IS DUE TO
ARRIVE CHITTAGONG. ON OR ABOUT 26-01-96.

CONSIGNEES ARE REQUESTED TO TAKE DELIVERY OF THEIR CARGO
FROM FCL CONTAINERS WITHIN 5 (FIVE) DAYS FREE TIME FROM THE
DATE OF LANDING. IF THE CARGO IS NOT CLEARED WITHIN 45 DAY S FROM
LANDING THEN THE CARGO WILL BE GOVERNED BY THE RELEVENT
CUSTOMS ACT

AGENTS: m "K" LINE BANGLADESH, LTD.
(A "K" LINE-CHOWDHURY GROUP JOINT VENTURE)

3F JIBAN BIMA BHAVAN, 239, NEW CIRCULAR ROAD
1053, SK. MUJIB ROAD, MOGHBAZAR,
CHITTAGONG-4100 DHAKA-1217

TEL : (031) 711271-72 TEL:(02) 836860-61

FAX: (031) 710167 FAX: (02) 836886

CAREER OPPORTUNITY

A LEADING PHARMACEUTICAL COMPANY
LOCATED IN DHAKA INVITES APPLICATIONS

FOR
PRODUCTION MANAGER

THE CANDIDATE AGED BETWEEN 35-40 YEARS, MUST
BE POST GRADUATE IN PHARMACY/ CHEMISTRY/

BIOCHEMISTRY/MICROBIOLOGCY WITH MINIMUM OF
10 YEARS PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE IN THE
MANUFACTURE AND MANAGEMENT OF VARIOUS
DOSAGE FORMS OF PHARMACEUTICAL PREPARATIONS.
HE MUST HAVE VALID REGISTRATION WITH THE
PHARMACY COUNCIL OF BANGLADESH.

THE POSITION CARRIES VERY
COMPENSATION PACKAGE.

FOR GOOD PERFORMER, OPPORTUNITY EXISTS FOR
FURTHER CAREER DEVELOPMENT.

DESERVING CANDIDATE MAY APPLY IN CONFIDENCE
WITH COMPLETE BIO-DATA AND A RECENT PASSPORT
SIZE PHOTOGRAPH TO BOX NO. A-95 C/O, THE DAILY
STAR, HOUSE NO. 11, ROAD NO.3, DHANMONDI R/A,
DHAKA-1205 BY 6TH OF FEBKUARY, 1996.
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New Lions dist
for Ctg

The fifth Lions Club dis-
trict of the country will be
formed soon in Chittagong
under the auspices of s
Club International District
315B-2, Bangladesh, reports
UNB.

In this r:%arcl, a special
conference of Lions repre-
sentlatives will be held at
Chittagong Club on Febru-
ary 9.

Lions International Iis
presently operating 20 gen-
eral hospitals, three mater-
nity centres, four eye hospi-
tals and two blood banks in
the country.

Meanwhile, the construc-
tion works of two general
hospitals — one each in Chit-
tagong and Narsingdi — have
begin at a cost of Tk 1.5
crore

Dhaka City Mayor Mo-
hammad Hanif and the Mayor
of Chittagong City Corpora-
tion A ﬂ‘I:l I11'«‘! gdnhiup;dln
Chowdhury assured allout co-
operation with Lions district
315B-2 to implement its
joint-venture project.

ASCE executives

Dr H R Khan and Q | Sid-
digque have been elected

Utt,ara, Dhaka N NI« 3P4 | WG 4 L ((8°F ] B preull;dtm and vice- ruidnmr
g { the American Soclety o

. m mtnmm ' E g:l i] Engineer (ASCE).
Tel: 89]593‘ 891710 Havn ladrlu Int.:rnulimml

Section, for the 1996 term
recently, says a press release
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