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US House okays new
version of defence
authorisation bill

2000 political activists
held in Bahrain
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3 pvt banks yet to

waive interest of 36
distressed raw jute

traders

Page 6
lﬂst price index m.nH.m.}\
| Market capital Tk 496104 o&r
' Transactions in volume B2
Ermmm T 9.3 cr

Supplements

Today's 24-page issue of
The Thily Star contains an
8-page supplement on
Indian Republic Day and
one page supplement on
Australia Day

Weekend
Magazine

Muktir GGaan — song of
freedom; 53rd Golden
- Globe Awards; Asian
Diary: Truth, love and a
little malice; Living,
Teens and Twenties;,
and Rising Stars
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NEWS BRIEFS
39 arms seized

actzed 39 Brearms. 142 bul
M pr of lh:u
rent parts coun

yesterday, the 36th dny“njir'
couniry-wide illegal arms re-
covery drive. Law and Order
Coordination Cell of th:
Election Commission
during the period, they alm
arrested 384 le on vari-
ous charges including illegal

m&csslon of arms, reports

Ex-JP MP joins
BNP

Nawsher Ali Badsha, a
former Jatiya Party MP from
Natore, joined the BNP -
terday. He met with BNP
Ch Begum Khaleda
Zia at her residence and ex-

ressed his allegiance to her
eadership and party pro-

grammes and policies, re-
ports UNB.

17th BCS exams
begin Feb 26

The written test of the:
17th BCS will begin of Febru-

ary 26. The examinations will
be held in Dhaka, Chittagong,
Rajshahi, Khulna and London
centres. Detailed time-table
of the examination will be
announced through news pa-
reports

pers in due time,

|

Former president Hussain
Muhammad Ershad waa for-

ma]lych arged yesterd with

I the murder |

lh_

| charge against t

-4 to his

General Abul Manzur, G

Chit , onJune 1, 1981,
omirs g

four other retired army offi-
cers, said they committed
th: murder “intentionally
n.l.ngl the death of Major
Gcncrn M A Manzur by
shooting on the head by
Nayeb
since dead.” . |
He also brought a second
the body of Hmt
o r

ations and c
false propaganda that he

(Manzur) was killed after

deli

forcibly taken away by unruly
from army cu?t'nd "
ac-

ad. th:
cused, was {':E with

mmmitl 305 n[l'cncc under
/109/201 of the
Pcnal Code while the four
other retired army officers
who were abettors, commit-
ted offence under Section
302/201 of the Penal Code.
Major General (retd) Md

MAGH 13, 1402 BS,

a . i R

ajor

Md Abdus Salam, Sessions
Judge, while reading out the
charge against E and

ubedar Abdul Malek,

I8 witnesses named :

Ershad charged with ordering
murder of Gen Manzur

Gen H M Ershad

Abdul Latif, Maj (retd) Kazi
‘Emdadul Hagq, Col (retd)
Shamsur Rahman Shams and
Lt Col (retd) Mostafa Ka-
maluddin Bh are the co-

accused with o
The charge was framed in
the absence of defence
lawyers who boycntted the
court in a group for their
"lack of confidence in the
court”, and * doubt
in tting justice.”
en asked to comment,
Ershad claimed ‘'not gullt]r
and told the court that he

DHAKA

Next hearing Feb 7

| Gen M A Manzur
would move to the High

Court against the charge.
the co-accused also claimed

'no Tﬁuﬂl}*

stnrt Atuﬂtaéuf#ﬂ
prumtandt
rh of army staff,
currmt

eneral of
lice, a former

named as prosecution wit-
NEsses. ‘

The day was earlier fixed

ge fixed February 7
fm*thtrecmﬂofeﬂdmmtu

jief of air.
orce and several civil and .
military officers have been

FRIDAY ANUARY 26, 1996

L S —

for l:hargc hearlng and fram-

ing of charge.

Defence lawyers. in a
group and t
obstructions n;!: thug

public. prosecutor tried to
make out the case. At one

stage of the the de-
fence lawyers left the court
€n masse to protest against

the judge's refusal to enter-
tain thtlr petitions which

t adjournment.
&:dge allowed Mah-
hman, counsel for
ani Emdadul Haq, to have

meeting" with his client in
Dhaka

Abdur
ue Khan, assisted by

special PP Ashrafuddin
AE::M and a number, of as-
sistant efub"c prosecutors

lgpéar for the state.
Mahbub Hossain
defended Ershad. Other ac-

- BNP and t

e

o TRy State arlrtml:nt
o el SN nan Hhh

The Garments Sramik Federation brought out a progession in the city yesterday to press

their demands which include payment of arrear wages and Eid bonus.

— Star photo

'Solve water sharing dispute
before formulating policy’

Experts [ormulating the
country's first National Water
Management Plan (NWMP)
bclicvt that the regional wa-

ter sharing issue should be
resolved before formulation
of the sed National Wa-
ter Policy (NWP).

Plans for use of water of
the common rivers will be a
component of the National
Water Policy (NWP) and so
disputes over those should be
solved to make best use of
water during the lean period.
t observed.

e e rts have also
urged for a debate on the
terms of references, objec-
tives and scope of the Water
Resources Planning Organi-
sation (WARPO) to avoid any
"shortcoming” in the NWMP.
The debate may be partici-

pated by schelars. teachers,
engineers journalists and
policy makers

The Flood Plan Coordina
tion Organisation (FPCO) was
merged with the Water Re
sources Planning Organisa-
tion (WARPO) early this
month for formulation of the
NWMF with the ultimate aim
of fram a long terrn NWP.
know what
objectives of the
WARPO in formulating the

| NWMP.” said Adnun i

By Govinda Shil

Professor. Department of Wa-
ter Resources Engineering of
the Bangladesh University of
Engineering and Technology
(BUET).

A set of "Water Codes” was
also necessary for proper and

timum use of water under
the proposed NWP. said
Nishat, also a member of the

Joint Rivers Commission

WRC).
angladesh, users of

"In B
water are III I‘llhl:‘l'
Prof

than cﬂ
Nishat adding cuuntry B
previous short term water

plans were biased towards
agricultural output only.

Sylhet Dist BNP

office damaged

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET. Jan 25: The of-
fice of the Sylhet District

BNFP was damaged a group
of young men last <4

According to rllt.l
about

8 to 10 men
went to the Nm
Shahjalal Upashahar area lit

#‘tiﬂl;t ﬂemz abou

e Tt .t tae
uildi an a t
dn-u“-"ndm

Sources said that the pro-
posed NWMP might be com-
pleted by the rcir 1998 to

mﬂca baluinrtha

Monowar Hossain, Profes-
sor and Head of the Water
Resources Engineering De-
partment of ET said all
water management S are
largely dependent on the
flow of common rivers. Eco-
nomic viability of the Teesta
Barrage has now become
questionable following con-
struction of two barrages by

India at the upperstream. In-
dia is constructing another
har_; . he mtl?ned
ng over the Fromoed
NWP and withdra of water
India -at the upstream, Q K
nud of the Bangladesh
Parishad said, a de-
Udze“ required to de-
Iurminc environmental
adation due to unilateral
rawal of water from the
at Farakka.
the Indian pro-
of a

tion of wa-

flow at the m,

Ahmad said, it is a term
maftter. “We are sufleri
severely now. So we n

short and medium term
ts on sharing of wa-

ter of the Ganges and other
transboundary rivers.”

r

US favours tull
participatory,
peaceful polls

The United States has
said it will continue to en-
courage efflorts of both the

government and tion
fes in Bangladesh for a
ong-term solut to the is-

that the major
olitical parties in
adesh apparently have

not n able to arrive at a

mutually agreed upon formula

under which fully c:fn- |

tory elections can h
Us

a it-rth:enf

them,
preserve and

strengthen Bangladesh's
democratic institutions.

See Page 8 Col 7

Gunfight at
DU hall

By Staff Correspondent

More than 50 rounds of

l'.l were fired during a
f reportedly between
ctinnm of the pro-
Chhatra
at J:glnnnth Hall of the
Dhaka University early yes-
terday.

However. none was in-
jured in the gunfight, hall
sources said.

Some residents of the hall
lﬂ?klhll a faction of the

oI St

Ind:lacrhmnltt
i entry gate t tn
Shamsun ahar Hall at
ﬂlwrﬂﬂl.ﬂ:}" ! -
. B
mmm‘rha the went out

of their rooms and resisted
the move of the G:&alﬂnnj

Group. hall
See Page 8 Col 8

Fake manpower
agent held: 24

people rescued
By Staff Correspondent

A fake manpower agent
was arresied and 24 people
were rescued from a resi-
dential hotel in the city's
Nawabpur area im the early

hours of :

The fake agent identified
as Akkel Ali, 50, brought
these from Sripur vil-
lage of ura to smuggle
them into Malaysia via Thai-

land. police sus ed. His
son Daud Ali, who was also in
rt:eﬂhntel escaped before the
Kotwali ice rescued the
victims during a raid in Hotel
Shekhar at around 3:10 am.
' Daud Ali was involved in
manpower exporti busi-
ness for a | time. sent
a number of people to
Malaysia (llegally., sources
said, adding that most of
tl:;m were now in n‘,llll and
h in jungles in a ;
’Iu'll:‘c rescued were identi-
fied as Yunus, Md Kabir Hos-
sain, Ayub, Majedul Islam,
Narayan Chandra, Bikash
Kumar Biswas, Kumar
Biswas, Shubol Chandra

Biswas, Shushanta Kumar
Biswas, Bolai Kumar .
Nobuat, Masud, Lal Miah,
Joban All, Abdur Rouf, Karam
Ali, Nanchalan, Abu Sayeed,
Montu Mondol, Saiful Islam,
Mukul All. Rafiqul Islam,
Lokman Hossain and Ali Mol-

lah, police said.

-
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Tug-of-war now on
voter turnout

@he ;Bmlg ﬁt ar

Standard 5 Chartered
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By Masud Hasan Khan and Reaz Ahmed

The ruling party and the
‘Opposition are now set for a

new round of tug-of-war over
the turnout of voters in the
February 15 parliamentary
polls.

The 'turnout issue' has be-
come the focus of intense po-
litical ca:mgaignu by both the

€ opposition par-
ties as they p for a test
of their atr:n among an
estimated 56 million regis-
tered volers in the country.
-As the last date for with-
drawal of nomination papers
passed off Tuesday and the
ruling party's election cam-
pai started the next da:,r
with the Prime Minister's
visit to Sylhet, the opposition
leaders are now planning
how to convince the voters
about the 'futility’ of the en-
suing elections without oppo-

sition pation.
A number of BNP stalwarts
contacted The Daily Star

said that the miain objective
of their election campai
was to win people's con
dence so that they cast hali
lots in hﬁe number.

P leaders admitted
that the safety and security of
the voters would play a
important role in their
turnout and pointed out that
strong security measures

Opposition

- polli

would help bring increased
number of voters to the
centres.

BNP Secretary General
Abdus Salam Talukder had
earlier said that their elec-
tion campaign would aim at
assuring the voters about
their security.

Leaders of the three major
opposition parties — Awami
League, Jatiya Party and Ja-
maat-e-Islami — said that
they would take the Opposi-
tion campaigns to the dis-
trict, thana and union levels.

“We will spread out, par-
ticularly to our respective
constituencies, with our pro-

ramme.” said top Awami
e leader Tofael Ahmed.
€ opposition campaign
would aim at creating a
‘situation ol non-cooperation
from the voters so that they
do not cast their ballots, he
said.

Opposition sources said
that considering the legal
aspects of 'preventing' the
voters from casting votes,
there had been a shift in the
overall Opposition strategy.

Earlier, the opposition
leaders had planned hartals,

streel demonstrations in the

capial and clsewhere in the
conntry simulianeously to off-

See Page 8 Col 8

parties allege

By Staff Correspondent

The three major opposi-
tion parties yesterday alleged
that the army and other se-
curity forces were being
: by the BNP govern-
ment and said that such
practice would damage the
glory and rich tradition of the
patriotic armed forces.

.. The Awami . Jatiya
Party :md Jlmu,t—c-lula’;ll
ressed over the
?{‘& Sremy AT “protesting
weru and holding
dﬂmf by the

“ y and said "we

Br newsmen after a
‘coordination ' of the
three parties. AL Organising

Secretary Moha Nasim
called upon the government
to urnd lh: army personnel

. het and a number of

back to the barrack.
The army has been called

in to help recover |lleg'xl
ns but the role plag
the security forces in Syl-
places is
unfortunate’, he said.
asim termed the uncon-
tested election of BNP minis-
ters a "big joke" and said
there was no instance of
"such polls scandal® any-

= where fir the 01741,

He congratulated the peo-
ple of Sylhet for what he said
rejecting Prime Minister and
BNP chief Begum Khaleda
Zia's election campaign and
said she would face 'similar
resisiance’ elsewhere in the
country.

Held at the Kalabagan

See Page 8 Col 7

PM's public meet at
Khulna cancelled

By Nazmul Ashraf

The planned public meet-
nﬂ, of Prime Minister and
BNP chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia in Khulna tomor-
row has been cancelled, ofli-
cial sources confirmed last

The cancellation followed
a dawn-to-dusk hartal called
by the local units of the three
major o tion parties at
Khulna city aimed at
“resisting Begum Zia's elec-
tion ca * there.

*The ‘s two-day tour to
Khulna and Bagerhat has
been ﬂlrlllled tn a ﬂﬂthdﬂj'

at”

m ul‘ the Prime
Hinlnt:r'l secretariat.

"She would now address a

public rally at Bagerhat.” the

official said.

PM office sources, how-
ever, declined to cite any
reason for dropping her
scheduled public meeting at
Khulna.

However, BNP sources
said that the Khulna pro-
gramme was dropped to
avoid any undesirable situa-
tion that may be caused by

the Opposition programme.

Eam::* on Weeintgrsda}r Be-
gum Zia's visit at Sylhet was
marked by a day-long hartal
as well as widespread vio-
lence.

According to the PM office
sources, Begum Zia would go
for a massive election cam-
paign across the country

‘See Page 8 Col 6

Manpower export °

to Malaysia

remains stalled

e official-level nego-
ultlun for full-scale resump-
rtcruitmn& Iman-
Fu'er export to alaysia
Bnngmlelh remains vir-
tually stalled owing to
:u:n.tltl s fi r;mt
ng agency in finding

new jobs, 8 UNB.
cial sources said the
Bangladesh Overseas Em-

ﬂgmcnt and Service Lim:

(BOESL). the public- l?t:
tor recruiting so far
sent directly o:#;nc &0 work-
ers to Hlll{lll lﬂer export

resumed
The Malaysian task
force recently sent to the

BOESL a requisition for
2.980 workers, the first in-
stallment of some 70.000
workers the Malaysian au-
thorities have promised to
recruit from Bangladesh.

But, said the sources, se-
lection of job-seekers from a
h number of people who
re lteredbl:cr MEIEII ﬁm
ployment ame difficult in
absence of a set policy.

] t nm:llll th
paupu got registe wi
offices

by l'::rm the
A cnunt , main tmplay-
ment Malaysia, after t

registration htlll‘l Iut

September.

And. it was learnt,
BOESL has been fumbling on
selection of the employment-
seekers for Malaysia as some
officials questioned the
monopoly awarded to the
government-run recruiting
agency for manpower export
to the ASEAN country.

According to sources, a
r:ﬂ-nt meeting at the Min-

of Labour and Manpower
hu reviewed the perfor-
mance of the BOESL which.
the mee observed, has an
inherent disadvantage as a
government body in ﬂncunq
new jobs for Bangladesh
workers.

Recognising that the pri
vate-sector initiatives have
developed Bangladesh man-

r market in Malaysia,
he meeting viewed that a
recruiti lify for Malaysia
should furmulnted ac-
commodating the private re-
cruiting cies.

The meeting also viewed
that since the Malaysian au-
thorities lru neg willing to
agencies, tm be

an
in-built mechanism in the
recruitment policy so that

See Page 8 Col 3
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Train derails in
Ctg: Another

dlsaster averted
in ChandE

CHITTAGONG, Jan 25:
One ol the bogies of a Chand-
ur-bound inter-city train
rom the port city derailed
near Mostannagar ‘station in
Mirersarai thana today. re-
ports UNB.

Railway sources said the
last compartment of the 15-
hn ey M:ghna Express ran

the track near the station
at about E‘i)m No caaualt}r
was reported immediately.

They said train mmces on
the aectinn was, however,
reported normal as the trains
were plying through the
down route. The Meghna Ex-
press left for Chandpur with
its remaining bogies at about
7 pm.

A relief train from Chit-
tagong was on way to the spot
to salvage the derailed bogey,
the officials said.

Another reports says: A
train with some 200 passen-
gers narrowly esca an ac-
cident soon after it had de-
parted from Chandpur
station this morning.

Passengers said the Chit-
tagong-bound 102 Up train
with six bogies left Eert at
7:45 am on a wrong track as

the pointsman gave a mis-
taken line clearance.

See Page 8 Col 7

Bangladesh Bank
staff abstain

from work in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Jan 25:
Transactions and other offi-
cial functioning of the Chit-
tagong branch of Bangladesh
Bank were hampered today
as the employees went on a

day-long work abstention
protesting the recent arrest
of six staff members of the
bank.

The agitating employees
also demonstrated in frent of
the office. ;

The six were arrr.stcd
from the port Wh“EI. they
were | ng. delivery of. ap=-
taka c¢oins imported from
abroad onm January 22,
sources said.

The employees allegcd

that the security per-

sonnel an ice intention-
ally a the six staifl of
Bangladesh Bank here in a

fabricated case when they
were coming out from the
port shed with some sample
coins worth Taka 1,000.

Police and port security
sources said they were ar-
rested as they could not pro
duce any document regarding
the sample coins carried by
them.

However, they were re-
leased on bail today.

Store manager
stabbed to death
by muggers

By DMCH Correspondent

Muggers stabbed to death’
a department store manager
and tﬂ-nk away Tk 5500 from
him at Manik Mian_Avenue
yesterday morning.
Meanwhile, extortionists
stabbed and assaulted two
ns in separate incidents
in New Market and Syedabad
areas in the city yesterday.
Adhi Kumar Shaha. 30,
manager of Grihini Depart-
ment Store in Lalmatia. fa-
tall injured when an
unidentified gang of muggers
attacked him on Manik Miah
Avenue at around 7 am. hos-
pital sources said.
Twu students of Tejgaon
e took injured Shaha to
thc haha Medical Colle e
Hospital (DMCH) where t

attending doctors derlared
him dead.

The store manager. who
resided in West Dhanmondi,
received fatal injuries in his
chest, said the owner of the
store who rushed to the
hospital hearing the news.

e store owner. Raihan

See Page 8 Col 8

Testing at Sangu- |
exploration

well soon

Sangu- ation Well
Offshore Bloc 16, Ban-
flldel.h is now operating at
otal depth, and a testing
programme is
reports UNB.

planned soon,

Cairn En Plc made the
announcement in London on
Wednesday on behalf of Caimn
and its wholly owned sub-
sidiary, Holland Sea Search

B adesh BV (HSS8B), ac-
to a press release of
British Hi Commission

hm y.
said on completion of
ﬁ ations and subject to

the rig will
move (o a

tion a
mately 3 to 5 km of the.
S et a0
will commence e
-2 'ulu
furt announcement

will be made on

completion
of the Sangu-1 testing -
s tddadmm

gramme, it



