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US President Bill Clinton motions for quiet to the combined bodies of the US Congress
before he begins his state of the Union address, Tuesday. Vice President Al Gore [L'.l
Speaker ol the House Newt Gingrich are behind him. hm"l — AFP/UNB photo

Anti-Sikh riots in '84

Ex-Indian minister
Bhagat arrested

NEW DELHI. Jan 24: A
former Indian cabinet minis-
ter was arrested and brought
to court today in connection
with the anti-Sikh riots
which swept through the
capital following the 1984 as-
sassination of Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi, reports AFP.

H K L Bhagat, 74, who

held various cabinet sts in
thn ‘overinments of Indira
Gandhi and her son, Rajiv
CGandhi. arrived in court amid
tight security to answer
charges ol murder, rioting
and looting.

However, while the court

was hearing the charges,

Bhagat complained of
breathlessness and was taken
to hospital.

Sikh groups have cam-
Fd!&.l red for a decade to bring
um Lo justice in connection
with the deaths of nearly
3.000 Sikhs in New Delhi
fnllnwing the assassination of
indira Giandhi on October 31,
I"’“I-;Hr

She was gunned down by
two of her Sikh hnd?guards
to avenge the Indian army's
=ierming of the Golden Tem-
ple, the holiest shrine in
Sikhdom, to [lush out armed
Sikh separatists.

A new case was recently
filed against Bhagat by a judge
u«ht} heard testimony from a

a-year-old Sikh woman who

said the politician was at the
head ufa mob of Hindus who
murdered her husband on
Novemnber 1. 1984.

Bhagat and several other

members nf the ruling
Congress(]) alleged to
have been vn ved in the

anti-Sikh riots are believed to
figure high on a hit list drawn
up by Sikh militant groups to
avenge the 1984 riots.
Bhagat served as Minister
of Parliamentary Affairs and
Information and Broadcasting
under

Star staffer
mugged

By Staff Correspondent

A stalff of The Daily Star
was mugged on Sat Masjid
Road near the Zigatola
crossing when she was re-
turning to her residence at
Dhanmondi yesterday
evening.

A gang of muggers in an
auto-rickshaw snatched her
handbag while she was trav-
elling in a rickshaw at around
8:30 pm.

She had valuable docu-
ments and cash in her bag.
An awto-rickshaw came near

her rickshaw and drove off |

after snatching the handhlg.

Review of JSAP
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Khorshed Alant. Privatisation
Board Chairman Matiur Rah-
man and ERIDD Additional Sec-
retary Mahbub Kabir, sources
said.

As a result of the Privati-
sation Board's failure to di-
vest the HTM., the World
Bank 15 holding back the re-
lease of the 40 million SDR
floating tranche.

According to a WB esti-
mate, the delay in imple-
mf-nfm;., the JSAP will in-
crease hudm tary costs by 30
miilion Jdellars in the current
financinl year., which is
equivalent 1o the salaries of
- 1.30 900 school teachers.

The credit was made ef-
feetive in April, 1994 and the
first :lumr*FL of 50 million
dollars was disbursed at that
timne.

"We are trying to negotiate
the rxtrnamu of the expi
date.” said a highl lac
source in the Jute Mvnlutr}'

Wherni asked about the
status of the privatisation
process, the Chairman of the
Privatisation Board, Matiur
Rabmar:, refused to make any
commernts,

According to officials
sources, the high level meet
may decide to revise the
JSAP relating to the closure
and downsizing of the public
sector mills.

‘It appeargd to us that if
the production capacity of
the (public sector) mills was
further squeezed, the rt
demand could not be met."
argued a Jute Ministry offi-
cial. "The vacuum created
the closure of the state-
owned mills would not be
filled up by increased pro-
duction of the private sector
mills, as thought earlier,” he
ﬂdtiﬂl.

Meanwhile, the Bank has
dubbed the status of the pro-

ject as "highly unsatisfact
idﬂntifylng five major pro
lems.

These are: lack of serfous
effort to privatise Hafiz Tex-
tile Mills, non-liquidation of
Hanglad:sh Jute Corpora-
tion's assets, delay in dispos-
off assets of the closed

in
mills, delay in inviting bids
for BUMC mills which net

receive response earlier, and
delay in reviewi tmd:r
Eun Fﬁﬁ i'nrh'mll s which

ave la to obtain success-
ful bids. '

Lack of pro
and leadership by the Privati-
sation Board as well as feeble
political commitment of the
Fuvemment have led the de-,
ayed implementation of pro-
ject, sources concerned said.

"The Board needs to be
headed by a person with a
Cabinet member status like
in Pakistan instead of a bu-
reaucrat. for smooth funec-
tioning since privauutlun in-
‘volves political will," said an
official concerned.

Earlier, a mission led by
the chief of private sector
development  division of the
World Bank's South Asia re-

on visited during Novem-

. And in a letter addrulud
to the Jute Secret
said, "given the unaul‘;y
IDA resources and
competing claims of thele
limited funds, we need to be
in a ition to assure our
Bo that the government
intends to revamp the JSAP
with a view to uuking con-

tinuing IDA su
According to estimate,
total losses of the jute manu-

facturing sector currentl
amount to about Tk 1203
crore, of which about 80
cent comes from the state-
owned jute mills. The annual
financial losses of the

sector mills Is about Tk
35,000 per worker,

—
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‘named in the sq

.Bombs hurled
at ex-minister's

house
By Staff Correspondent

Incidents of bomb explo-
sions were reported in dif-

ferent places including the
residences of two political
leaders and the lection

Commission olflice in the city
yesterday evening.

Two crude mbs were
hurled at the Dhanmondi res-
idence of former industries
minister Shamsul Islam Khan
at around 7:30 pm yesterday.

Family members said that
one of the bombs exploded
inside the boundary wall
while the other was thrown
in front of the house at road
No 15, Dhanmondi. None
was, however, injured.

In another incident of ex-
plosion in front of the resi-
dence of a BNP leader, a
former Jatiya Party MP, in
Gulshan area was reported

erday evening . However,
Gulshan police could not
confirmm the incident.

Meanwhile, a cracker was
hurled on the road near the
Election Commission Secre-
tariat at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar
at around 6:30 P

Tcrll gaon ice said that

ad he;ard about the in-
c!dmt but did not receive
any information from the of-
fice of the Election Commis-
sion. A senior official of the
EC, however, said that they
did not have any information

in this regard.

Chechen re_bels_

release 45
hostages

MOSCOW, Jan 24:
Chechen rebels today re-
leased 45 hostages seized In
a raid in the Russian region
of Dagmn llar-TnnDnm
agency uoting a
tan official.” uurulg wlthag:;
hostages crossed the
Chechen-Dagestan border at
around 17 Moscow time
(1400 GMT) in the direction
of Khasavyurt,” it quoted the
head ol the administration of
the Khasavyurt district as
uying. reports Reuter. -

Khulna
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Abul Kashem.
Meanwhile, local adminis-

tration and different of
the ruling BNP are
for the Prime Minis-

ter's tour a success.

The Prime Minister will
inaugurate district judge's
court building and Collec-
torate building in Bagerhat
and lay the foundation stone
of proposed STAL rt at

on Saturday will
also address lumc puhlic
meetings.

Begum Zia is scheduled to
E;kc n 1;1 ha;_ltl lin Khucl'nn

e following day
[Eundn ) address some other
g‘-:et C meetingu in the dis-

" Boon retlres
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pcoming World g‘d Etﬂh:
u orld Cup,

scored a century in the sec-
ond Test against the Sri
Lankans in Melbourne in De-
cember. .

He scored 21 centuries in'
amassing 7,344 runs in 106
Test appearances for Aus-
tralia after making his debut
aiainut West Indies in 1984-

His Test average stands nt
43.71, and he has averaged

century every 8.95 I.'nnInFI
The chunk Boo ayed

" 181 limited- t‘.l'\"ﬂ‘l interna-

tionals, scoring five centuries

" Hartal in Sylhet

'.Hini:te.r

and 37 half-centuries among
hic 5,964 one-day runs — a
i.tal that places him sixth on
the all-time list.

Details on page 10

L

Money for 28 F-16 fighters

ISLAMABAD . Jan 24: Pak-
istan said today it would
consider legal action il the
United States failed to refund
658 million dollars paid for
28 F-16 fighter planes with-
held since 1990 due to US
suspicion of Islamabad's nu-
clear plans, Reuter.

Defence inister Aftab
Shaaban Meerani told par-
liament the two sides would
discuss the issue again in a
Pakistan-US consultative

uugl expected to meet in

“If the 658-million dollar
is not refunded. we will look
into all the options, including
going to courts.,” he said in
reply to a question from an
opposition ty in the Na-

Assembly (lower
house).

The United States
stopped all military and new
economic ald to Pakistan in
October 1990 over the nu-
clear issue. The US Congress
agreed last year to a one-time
waiver of the ban on military
sales to Pakistan to allow de-
livery of millions of dollars

tional

worth of US equipment. but
not the F~lﬂl.cq
The plan authorised the
uUs tion to sell the
lanes elsewhere and reim-
Pakistan, but no third-

gbuycrhuyﬂcm

Meerani Insisted that
til;:lhmgtun must rntt}.t;n all
money, paid to air-
craft-maker ., which
says it fulfilled its contract
by manufacturing the F-16s.

"Our consistent and prin-
cipled stand has been that
since the US government has
failed to deliver the aircraft,
it is bound to reimburse in
full the amount paid with in-
terest.” he said.

The 28 planes were part
of a total of 71 Pakistan
ordered in the late 1980s at
a cost of 1.4 billlon dollar.
None was delivered because
of the ban on military sales
that took effect when then-
lm:ddl.-nt George Bush failed
o certify that Pakistan was

not trying to make nuclear

weapons.
Rﬂ?,""u

Gold, medicine
se1zed at ZIA
By Staff Correspondent

Customs officials at the Zia
International Airport (ZIA)
seized gold and banned
medicine items worth Tk
12.91 lakh from an Emirates

flight yesterday

mﬂultnmlmlm
team found banned medica-
ments worth around Tk 6.73

lakh in three unclaimed
inside the Lost & Found Sec-

tion.
They suspected that some
assengers of the Dubal-
rachi-Dhaka flight (EK-
610) which arrived at ZIA at
around 9:30 am left the bag-

in order to arrange the

collection later. They also
found garments worth about
Tk 18 thousand.

Besides, the customs team
recovered banned medica-

ments including I&ctinn.
and tablets worth
lakh from a passenger, Nurul
Amin, of the same lghL He
came from Karachi, airport
sources said.

Meanwhile, the surveil-

lance team seized 54 tolas of
gold worth Tk 2.62 lakh from
another passenger of the
flight. The passenger SM
Shahabuddin came from
Dubai, customs sources said.

Joint

Islamabad denies
ing nuclear bumbu
500 lawyers
demand PM's
resignation
By Staff Correspondent

Five hundred lawyers of
the Dhaka Ainjibi Samity in a
statement yesterday
demanded immediate resig-
nation of Prime Minister Be-
gum Khaleda Zia and

uholdtn!
neutral caretaker govern-
ment to save the na from
a serious confrontation.

Ex grave concern
over deterioration of law
and order in the country they
said the nation had
that rmment would ac-
cept tion demand,
and election would be held
under a caretaker govern-
ment.

“But the is head-
ing towards a serious crisis
due to the arrogance of
Prime thll-'u:f Kh Zia.”
the statement said

Among the rnlnlncnt
lawyers whu signed the
ﬂltemu'lt are: Fiuur Rahman
thlmmld Bhurunlmnn
Rahmat Ali, Abdus Sabur,
Kamrul llllm Khandaker
Mehbub Alam. Farid Uddin
Ahmed and Sharder Zahid

Paklstan warns of legal
action against US

work is peace
not sign the nuclear non-
liferation treaty
arch-foe India,

says il had devel the ca-
acity to make them.
eerani said Pakistan bought
11 planes on a credit of 205
million dollar while a cash
payment was made for 17.
Asked if Washington had
found new buyers for the F-
168, Meerani said the Pak-
istan-US consultative group
had agreed in May to resolve

all foreign military sales is-
sues. including the disposal
of F-16s, in a separate pro
gramime managemern! review.
This meeting is now ten-
tatively scheduled to be heild
in March this year, he said.

The 1985  Pressler
amendment bans military aid
to Pakistan unless the US
president can certify to
Congress that lulamahad has
no nuciear weapons and is
not trying to develop them.

Pakistan says its nuclear
ul but it wil
pro-

until its
which ex-
loded a nuclear device In
974, does the same.

Case but the

l

IP office case
Hearing
adjourned
till Feb 11

Deposed President Ershad

was yesterday produced be-

fore the Special Jm:lgfi_|
Court in connection with his
trial in the Jatiya Party Office
earing could
not be held because of ohyjec-
tions raised It;g‘ defence
la 5. T 5 S,

irst itional Sessions

Judge and Special Judge

Akhlakur Rahman. respond-
ing to the defence prayer,
m{?{:rned the hearing till
February 11.

Ershad last appeared in
the Special Judge's Court on
November 4. He had been af-

flicted with viral hepatitis.
Alter recovering from the

disease, the former president

on the advice ol the physi-
cians had to take long rest
and as a result he could not
be taken to the court.

Former works minister
Mostafa Jamal Haider and
former works secretary M A
Rouf are co-accused In this
case which relates to spend-
ing public money in renovat-
ing an abandoned house for
use of the Jatiya Party,

Fourth Class emplnms of the Dhaka Medical lnllege Hospital brought out a
procession in the mmpnnnd yesterday promung the indefinite strike by doctors of the

hospital.

i From Page 1
wlrdnmemulcofthel"ﬁm:

The prut:ui:ra h!uted a’

" number of firecrackers dur-

ing the clashies. One police-
man, Havildar Shahjahan, was
also injured with splinters
durl.nﬁ e day-long uhe:
ce alluwnd none to ap-
proach the route the PM took
und arrested four Awami Lea-

guers — Dulal, Kabir, Noman -

and Dewan Gaus Sultan —
during the ts.
Tension mounted in the
t‘r since morning as hu
ice petrolled the city
ntru:tu .all vehicles remained
off the streets, and -
business establishments were
ﬁlﬂlﬂ:} re _tt:glttm to ll the
ar C a aralysed
normal life. ; =S 4
The Prime Minister
reached the ;:Iktzﬁ- at about
12:15 pm and

after offer

Jateha at /
e mazars of Hazrat Shah

Jalal and Hazrat Shah Paran

lndahﬂdluyltththeﬂ
circuit house.

Atthélocalctrmﬂtm

the BNP chair
changed views E

::’I:ldeé'il on diﬁermt inuu
u

for Lﬁnzbrury 15
um Ea uknd the pnrty
leaders and workers to carry
out the election In

full-swing in favour of '
of E:d y', BNP's election.
symbol

Finance Minister Saifur
Rahman, State Minister for
En-gal Wr.ltalrc Fazlur Rahman
and party leaders including,
Khandaker Abdul  Malek,
Fatema Chowdhury, Khaleda
Rabbani, Abul Haris Chﬂil-!

" | hury, Il]rnn All, Nazir Hossain, |

amd

it at 3:30 -

. condemned the

— Star photo
Rule Nisi
F dn H From Page 1
ari asan, Gias Uddin
kan release terday.

ﬁhum Kho Hm:j‘ J Dr g:?mqu: moved the
uﬁruzumm Seli fCtitlun himself and alleged
others wh - e hat the respondents had
P e the BNP chag @ccompa- | fajled to take efficacious mea-
In the aft lhpﬂh'u" sures in dealing with the ra-
et o oen. Awami | diated milk which was pro-
S peo duced in Estonia' and im-

the Court Point with district
AL President Abu Nasar in
the chair. Central Awami
Le e leader Abdus Samad

Azad, Suranjit Selag'u
tan Muhamm mnuur
Ahmed and district general

secretary A N M Shafiqul H
addressed the rally. o

Abdus Samad Azad while
addressing

Jnlﬁilt held another
mflt rally at the Poura
, oulana Habibur

thmm in the chair. District
Jamaat President Dr
Rahman and other s
government
for what t called u the
mtlﬂm -
%e Jatiya Part:f also

protested tht pollﬂe
on the op

Thirty-one lawyers nl'mz-
het Bar Assoclation y
criticised the police action at
the court premises duri
the Opposition-called

programme.

Cong leader shot
‘dead in Kashmir

SRINAGAR, Jan 24: A sep-
m% in Srinagar -
in

the northern Indian state of
Kashmir today. police said,

reports Reuter.

rted from the Netherlands
Mv the Danish Condensed
ilk Bangladesh Limited on
August 7, 1994.
er testing the samples
of the imported milk, it-
tagong and Dhaka Centres of
Atomic Energy Commission
found it containing high con-
centration of radioactivity be-
ﬁ:cnd the permissible level
d by Bangladuh

BNP acti on

From P i
in a day or two. _

The rebel BNP leaders,
who failed to secure the party
nomination, are contesting
the election as independent
candidates.

These leaders had re-
lglinll the decisions
.]u Ith command

orcing hartals and
uthtr forms of tations at
different s of the country.

The BNP secretary general
J:hhdu;h Salam t;l'alukdar,

rough a press statement is-
sued three days before the
January 23 deadline fur
withdrawal of nomination
pers, called upon the dis-
obedient partymen to with-
draw their candidature im-
mediately or face disciplinary
action. am Talukdar also
asked the presidents and
secretaries of the party's dis-
trict, thana and municipal
units to ensure that the in-
struction was carried out.

T

|

Arafat-Peres meet held

EREZ (Gaza Strip),

Jan 24:

Israeli Prime Minister

Shimon Peres met Yasser Arafat today for a first summit

since Aralat was elected Palestinian

head swept a

Israel. reports Reuter.

president. The PLO

11 on Saturday to h
overnment for t;::)n:xt three i & sl

aza Strip while negotiating a

u in the West Bank and
nal end to the conflict with

BNP secretary general
Abdus Salam Talukdar yes-
terday contradicted the
statement of Awami League
chief and former Leader of
the Opposition describing it
as total untruth and devoid of

olitical decency, reports

In a statement, the BNP
secretary general said: "We
expect [from the former
Leader of the' ition po-
litical opposition but not un-
true statement, alpcr:l-m or
imaginary allegations."”

eferring to the state-
ment of thc former Leader of
the Opposition as published
in some newspapers, the
BNP secretary general said by
oing through the statement
n some newspapers he
(Salam), along with the con-
scious citizens of the country,
was su sed.

Talukdar pointed out that
on December 28. 1994, be-
fore the submission of en
masse n:nignauun by the o

position MPs at 9 pm lltl:
wuitln rmm of thr Speaker
at the a Sangsad
he (Sala { nlung with former
Deﬁl Leader of the House,
AQM Badruddoza Chuwdhury
Communications Minister Col
(retd) Oli Ahmed had read
out our written proposal on
behalf of the Prime Minister
to the former Leader of the
Opposition. In that written
Fropoul. the question of res-
gnation of the Prime Minis-

Hasina

From Page |

The Awami League chief
sald opposition parties de-
manded election under a
non-party, neutral caretaker
government like that of 1991
lo ensure people's freedom of
choice through impartial vot-

She alleged the BNP was
isolated from the le be-
cause of its "corruption, ter-
rorism and misrule. So, it has
taken to the undemocratic
path of one- party election
under a bluﬁprlnt

The meet n# was attended

by Prof Muslehuddin Chowd-
hu . Dr MA Qadri, Dr. Mirza

ul Jalil, Dr. Amirul Islam,
Abu Hena, Prof Zahirul Haq.
Dr Kazi Abu Yusuf, Dr Kﬁ
Shahidul Alam., Prof Nazrul
Islam, Dr Abdur Razzak., ASM
Saleh, Mohd Nuruzzaman,

Islam, Dr Abu Bhuljmn

Dr Sharfuddin Ahmed,
Rashidul Hasan, Mohd |ﬂ'l
(Bir Pratik), Sohrab Uddin
Bhuivan, Dr Golam Mostala.
Mochammad Ali, Sheikh Mu-
jibur Rahman and Abdus
Sabur.

CEC's warning

From Page 1

%tu the ruling party.

When alked another offi-
cial at the Election Commis-
sion_told The Daily Star on
condition of anonymity that
before her h on the TV

and Radio on Tuesday, the -

Prime Minister or her office

"As the Prlmc Minister of

| the country she has the right

to use the media to address
the nation. She had no right
to use the media mwmhr aﬁf
cam urpose, e offi-
cial ad edp
When asked about the
BTV's 8-minute cnw:rn e of
the birth anniversa
Rahman recently, l?rr official
reach of the

said: "It was a
law.” -

He however observed, "It
would have been much easier
for the EC to crack - down
heavily on these anomalies if

the major o tion parties
participated in the 'encn!
elections.”

“For example, on hr.r visit

today to Sylhet, the PM is not
supposed to use an -
ment owned facility. The
state-owned media should
not cover it because she will
be going there for election

gn,” he said.
Nra]ntlunahl Radio

cam
Bangladesh in ifs news bul-
letin at nine p.m. yesterday
said, "The PM has started
her election campaign in
Sylhet. Thousands lined up
on both sides of the streets

to greet her ...."
15 bigwigs
From Page 1
Dr Md Harun-ur-Rashid.

former UNDP Resident Rep-
resentative Dr Farash Uddin,
former additional secretary
Aminul Islam, President of
DCCI Ali Hossain, Professor of
the Economics De nt
of Dhaka University Abu
Ahmed, former Additional
Secretary Aminul Islam,
Chartered Accountant
Abedin, former director of
Rural Electrification Board
(REB) Uttam Ali Mia and Saz-
zadur Rahman of Moulav-
ibazar Merchant Association
and a few others.

A number of the
whose loan status |is bclz
enquired, when contact
yesterday, said that they were
unaware of any such govern-
ment move.

Hasina's statement
untrue: Talukdar

#r 30 days before the next
parlumcnlary elections was
clearly sta

At that time. besides the
S r and the Leader of

GF position, former

deputy leader of the opposi-
tion Abdus Samad Azad. To-
fael - Ahmed, Mohammad
Nasim, Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury, Moudud Ahmed,
Kazi Zafar Ahmed, Matiur
Rahman Nizami. Salauddin
Quader Chowdhury and some
other parliament members

dpreu:nt On the tinllnw-

ay. our proposal was
rﬁ)hnhad in the newspapers

dctaﬂ On December 29,
m Ithal: F"rir::z:\‘:I ihiljinister

unj,r repeat the pro-

posal of thelfrcwnus n:lay

The BN
eral referred to the cuntma

uved launching of imaginary
allegations that the Prime

Minister was violating the
Constitution and descri
as an evil désign aimed at

misleading the people. The
former Leader: of the
Opposition should have
understiood e fact that such

:;‘.Iel would not mislead

. he observed.

cuntrng Talukdar
said, lhe Prime Minister had
not fallen into the trap of the
Leader of the ition and
her new allies who wanted
the government and the ma-
jority party in the to
go jor extra-constitutional
activities. The Prime Minis-
ter has sustained the consti-
tutional rule and democracy
in the country.

'Asia industrial
park' to be
set up in Ctg

Manufacturing giants of
thr:e countries including

Bangladesh are planning to
set up the "Asia Industrial
Park", an industrial zone in
Chittagong, to accommodate
foreign Investors, reports
UNB. \

Sigma of South Korea,
Tadmansori of Malaysia and
the local Concerd, which
have got rql-truuun
from the authorities con-
cerned, are now searching
for site for the planned in-
dustrial estate. The 'Park'
which will be set up in one of
the three thanas — Anwara,
Patiya and Mireswarai — will
sell in phases 1,000 plots to
Imt-tnn from different Asian
countries.

4000 quit BNP

From Page 1

Along with some other '
leaders of BNP and its front
orglninumn they protested

some party nominations’ for
the ensuing polls and submit-
ted their own nomination.
They, however, withdrew
their candidatures later.

The mass resignation of
the BNP leaders and workers
created a crisis situation in
BNP politics in Rajshahi.

EC replies today

From Page 1

been very happy il the Oppo-
Iil“H:l'hld pﬂrfl{-ipalad in the
Pﬂm Sadek said, he had
taken all le measures
to hold free, fair and impar-
tial dacﬂonsgh He said he had
given enou opportunities
L‘;:puﬂumth;anrﬂng sl
o arrive at
an understanding. “There is
no more scope for further ex-
tending the dates.” he said
if there were | would
have it.” He said he has
no option but to adhere to
thtReleyi ution.
ng to a question
whether he was concerned
about the outcome of the
polls. the: CEC said he was
not eoncerned at all. "It is
the litical parties who
should be concerned about
it.” he said. -

Justice Sadek said the
Election Commission would
not allow stuffing of votes as
in 1988.

He told another ﬂuca-
tioner that the credibility of
the Election Commission

would not be h red by
holdi the next elections.
"Why we be discredited
for our action to heold free
and fair elections,” he wanted
to know.

Asked whether it would
have been a ater act of
honour if he had resigned
than ca on with this re-
sponsibility, Justice Sadek
said "I find nothing unpresti-
gious in carrying out a sacred

sibility.” He said: "I
:ha:l resign only when my

resignation will nefit the
nation.”

Continuing, he said. il he
did not the elections

any one can file a complaint

inst him in the :;E'mte
ting

judicial council for
the other hand, he

thcﬂn:ulﬂuﬂm,

said. any failure to holding
the ions on the stipu-
lated date would invite a se-
rious constitutional crisis. "l
cannot be a reason for such a
crisis.” he said.



