W:I.'Icr as

h‘ﬂnw id

cricket tnumlmmt in
. Pakistan and Sri Lanka
nm mth AP.
Waller, an experienced
middle-order batsman, will
join the team it arrives i In-
dia following a limited-overs

series st New Zealand.
team cials said Wednes-
~wﬁ' toh was forced out
of the World Cup when he

suffered a broken foot

the second test, Mm
in a draw.

He will {ly home en Sun-

§

Zimbabwe also omitted
test batsmen Craig Wishart
and Stuart Carlisle from its
;Wnﬂg C‘Il.: squad 'l:‘d nlé:d
-in' Ig- ttlng allrounder

e uiner.! the team on
-w:dnﬂdz and will play in
the one- series against

. which starts in

Flower' (captain).

, Alistair Cantp-

Sean Davies, Craig
Waller. Guy

WELLINGTON, Jan 24:
The New Zealand cricket se-
lectors all-rounders
Chris Harris and Shane
Thomson today to their final
ad for the World Cu
rting in India, Pakistan
Lanka next month.
reports Reuter.

Coach Glenn Turner said
Harris was a useful hitter.
fielder and a much

bowler who had
highly economical in
domestic Shell Cup com-
 petition.
lM:T‘h1:|rm,m|::n was n:lu:cd as
second spinner nglldc
Dipak Pnte?piand paceman
Danny Morrison returned
after missing' the two, Test
series against Zimbabwe

through injury

Young ace bowler Robert
Kennedy also won a place in
the lquld after orming
solidly in the drawn Tnt
series.

hmnng the hltlmen.
hll lu:c after scoring a

en Test century in the
second match against
Zin: abwe which ended to-
?l + but thcrch was no lpoi
or ittd H ar
Gruthn!cg .

The side, whlch meets
England at Ahmedabad in its
first game on February 14.
will be without star batsman
Martin Crowe., who an-
nounced his retirement last
week due to a persistent
knee injury.

SQUAD
Lee Germon (ca
Nathan Astle, Chris Cairns.

Stephen Fleming, Chris Har-
ris, Robert Kennedy, Gavin

Larsen, Dann orrison,
Dion Nash, Dipak Patel,
Adam Parore. Shane
Thomson, Roger Twose,
Craig Spearman.

Anxious hours
for Murali

ADELAIDE, Jan 24: Sri
ILanllaam.:n: seeking clurm:
rom ir rull.?'f
off-spinner uttilh u-
ralitharan in this week's
third and final Test against
Australia, team manager
Duleep Mendis said on Tues-
day. reports Reuter.

Muralitharan has not
played for Sri Lanka in recent
}nmctl_:h: after being no-balled
or throwing on two ate

E separ

Asked if Muralitharan
would play in the Test start-
ing on ursday, Mendis
replied: "Chances are 50-50
right now.

"I'm waiting for a clear-
ance from (Sri Lanka cricket
uTﬁlals in) Colombo because
a ese reports have gone to
Colombe and to the ICC
llr;}ternatinnal Cricket Coun-
&)

Mendis said the team

ement had sent a video

and medical reports to the

ICC in London in a bid to

rrmrc Muralitharan bowled
&gitimatcl

video footage and

u:p-:rt :uhmtuiom from bio-

A

o g ol . B R B R R T R TR R S ep e —

il

ain),

EEEEHI.DJEI rts ¢leared
uralitharan the
ball in his M‘

But Mendis moedud that
even If Muralitharan was

cleared to play, the final de-
cision on hﬂ bowling action
would always rest with the
um on duty.

€ experts have seen
him, they have tested scien-
tifically and . All the
reports are clear, but of
course the umpires at the
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Barbados, Jah
24;: The West
Indies selectors

on Tuesday pre-
dictably named
disgruntled batsman Brian
Lara in their World Cup squad
of 14, report agencies.

Lara. at the centre of con-
troversy following his last-

BRIANLARA

minute withdraw! from the
recent World Series in Aus-
tralia, was always a likely
choice after he ared his
intentions to return to inter-
national cricket.

. But the squad announce-
ment by the West Indies
Cricket Board of Control
(WICBC) suggested that he
may not have

ry embraced by the selec-
tors.

A WICBC statement said:
“Brian Lara was written to by
the chairman of the selection
committee regarding his in-
volvement  in several
incidents and requesting re-
assurance of his future
commitment to the team,
nnd his loyalty to his fellow

. players.”

automati-
.the recent Worl

According to the state-
ment, Lara by re-
newing his commitment to
the side.

“In his response,” the'
player (Lara) restated  his
commitment to West Indies’
cricket and his respect and
admiration of the West Indian
community. Lara further
added that if selected on the
team, the would endeavour to
perform to the best of his
ability."

Apart from naming their
batting sensation, the selec-
tors recalled middle-order
batsman Keith Arthurton, and

“kept faith with wicketkeeper

Courtney Browne.

Arthurton. the left-

" handed batsman whose left-

arm slow-medium bowling
enhances his worth in the
one-day game, returns after
missing the last two tours.
New Arthurton will play
for the first tlmc since the
series in E

Browne aluu kept his
place because of his superior
glovework behind the stumps
ahead of other candidates
with batter batting creden-
tials.

Roger Harper, the off-
spinner. right-handed bats-
man and d fielder, was
selected for his third tnur-

nament as the all-rou
Openers Phil Sim

and Stuart W _
bowler Andy Cummins have
one

been dropped, leavin
specialist opener nrui four
fast bowlers.

In eight jnnings during
Eertes.

there was no partnershi
above 20 runs, anti none

Sl I e Y
e : ons
and Williams, d a half-
century.

Campbell keeps his posi-

tion. and Lara, as he has done .

successfully in the . cap-
tain Richie Richardson. nr

Seek ing son et lumzere

ISLAMABAD,

~ Jan 247 The We-
st Indies used
(o strut the:
cricketing wnr+

Id like
hend for t Wurld

next month lnuking

but they
cup lik gmi
miore like pygmies, reports
AFP.

The
Caribbean, wracked
nal rows, have been so cut

from the
by inter-

men

down to size over the 12
months that hopes of rekin-
former glories are re-
served to wishful thinkers,
punters looking for lon
odd- and Richie Richard-

after the latest faflure in
World Series Cup: "Our
chances are as as any-

u(:' hard to agree.

The davs of the most
feared attack in the world,
fed by a procession of world-
class pace bowlers like Andy
Roberts, Michael Holding.
Joel Garner and Malcolm
Marshall are long gone.

The West Indian World
Cup victories In 1975 and
1979 have also been rele-

atcd to the yellow-faded
of history.

e one man who could
just turn round the team's
ailing fortunes in Group A
against rivals like Australia,
India and Sri Lanka is Brian
Lara.

Unfortunately, the world
best batsman is not on
Christmas card terms with
scveral other members of the
teain, which does not bode
well for the next six weéeks
t have to s together.

e cracks in West Indian
supremacy have been gradu-
ally widening over recent
years, as more and more
youngsters have been enticed

ngf:_/huk:tbnll
gut things really came to a
head in May last year, when
the side, alter several close
shaves. finally crashed to

andfut'

-'-,, i

for one

'.’"ﬁ muuh
Adams ‘h also
spite ‘a recent"
scores. |
Promising Bhlvnurinc

mh
d.’f g
n of low

K ARTHURTON _

“Chanderpaul is the other

" (captain),

their first series defeat since
1979 and their first home
reverse for over two decades.

The Australians were
hailed as the best side in the
world on the back of that
success but the English also
went close a few months
later, winning the one-day
series before drawing 2-2 in
the Tests.

By then. Lara had wnlked
out and then béen persuaded
to rejoin the team, Winston
Benjamin had been sent
home for disciplin of-
fences and Carl Hooper,
Curtly Ambrose and Kenneth
Benjamin were also in open
revoit.

Richardson’s’ attem
reunite the side were

s to
it a

further blow with defeat to
Sri Lanka in l.ht hlmﬁm-

RICHIE RICHARMON
Soon Lara, who ' had
shaved Viv Richards' one-day
world record with an innings
of 169, was walking out
again. leaving the team to
tour Australia without him. -
Fortunes dipped further
in the World Series Cup,
when the side were knocked
out in the preliminary round,
leaving Sri Lanka and Aus-
tralia to fight out the final.
For a while, hgwever. the
Ei{}hlrml were clearly not
ing faced head on.

front-line batsman in the

Ric hlrd;un.
Adams,
- "Keith

ﬁ{chle

Curtl Amhrnle

“Team manager Andy

Roberis was able to excuse

the

Shnqahmbynrw

i "Ours is a_young
E?::llltdidwelltuwtutﬂe

s ing
e

Richardson, himself
to recapture Iny
nm:e of his previo

form

an inju -dll-
rupted 1994 wu .ian

tuputag‘.lmun

WSC. he
been working
the last couple of days and we |

After the Australian defeat
ed: "We've just been a

:ﬁgwlpa: ithapp:mnuw.

ﬁftcr ‘a bad start to the
argued: "We have
VEery hard .in

Waish.
it's a thin revival,
pcrhl :. ut lonner glants

JOHANNESBUR
G. Jan 24: The
last time Brian
McMillan was at
the crease in
the World Cup,
he watched So-

McMillan, known as "Big
Mac", and partner Dave
Richardson needed 22 runs
off 13 balls to take South

Africa, pla in their first
World' victory over
England dizzle sent the

players from the pitch.

When they returned a few
minutes later, the calcula-

centre can decide differ- | tons had to 21 runs

ently.” Mendis said. off one ball which McMillan
' can say 'this is the | batted for a single and

way | see it’ can no-ball | trod off in

him. But we have done all the “There's no doubt there is

work that we can do, to show| 2 big wheel ... what _goes

that Muralitharan is clear. 1 around, comes around.” said
"Most probably the ICC| McMillan in a recent inter-

will circulate this (evidence)
tnthetl:ltemlianﬂmdﬂ

urlllthlrln Was no-
balled seven tlm Aus-
tralian umpire D Hair
during the second Test iIn
Melbourne last month.
He was no-balled again in
a su one-day inter-
national against West Indies

in Brisbane this menth.

view.
"I'd like to believe in Pak-

istan we won't a situation
like that use | find
it hard to it will rain
like that again.”

McMillan, 32, goes to the

World Cup on the sub-conti-
nent with the mantle of the
world's best all-rounder rest-
ing uncomfortably on his

shoulders.

it's a uine treat to get
wutinﬁik: that but how

Sun his heart's desire

locks and
in the heat of hlttlc McMil-
lan‘'s form will be a key

steely demeanour

fac-

::an you really compare one (or if South Africa are to go
one better than last time and

all-rounder to another,” he
But with a Test match av-
erage of 44 and a av-
of'29, plus one of the
safest pairs of hands in the
slips, he has few s in

modern-day cricket.
A burly man. with flowing

rr.n.l:htheﬁnl.l.

and captain Mike

Mh n, on the receivin
end of Hcllllhnl all-rou

efforts durlnﬁ e

ust-com-
h Mrk:l

‘in Auckland

au the second Test
Zealand dwin-

.i.'!-ﬂ I 1itut‘.u.".a_',r reports

Zimhahwe set 367 to
win, batted out the final day
without difficulty to finish at
246 for four, with openers
Grant Flower and Stuart
Carlisle scoring 71 and 58
res véely and sharing an
upelung stand of 120,

l{vfaln Andy Flower was
not out 45 and Craig Wishart
was not out 12 at thc close.”

‘Spinner Dipak Patel was
able to achieve some turn and
bowled “well to take two
wickets for 60 off his 27
overs. However, the pitch
deprived strike bowlers Chris
Caims and Robert Kennedy of
pace and bite. ~

‘was able to pene-
trate ' the Zimbabwean de- |
fence'”’ great effect,
Kennedy ta.klng onie wicket

for 61 nﬂ' 22 overs, and

Cairns none for 49 off 23,
The draw means the two-

Test series is drawn 0-0.

The Kiwis put on a spec-
tacular batting burst on the
fourth day to create the pos-
sibility of a resuit.

'Chris Cairns decimated
the Zimbabwean bowlers to
score one of the most spec-
tacular centuries in Test his-
tory, smacking nine sixes and
10 fours in his innings of 120
T e

¢ pitch conspired to
rule out_any chance of a re-
suit, flatter and latter
as the m

mmu’mﬂ begin a

three-match ' limited over |-

series at Auckland on Sunday.

SCOREBOARD

- Scoreboard at the close of
the final day of the second
Test between New Zealand
and Zimbabwe in &uckland

%D First in-
% First innings
326 ‘

NEW ZEALAND: Second

lnnlnnﬂ 441 for five, declared
: Second in-

nings: (overnight 39-0)
Bﬂuﬁl Mhm P
c o8
Whittall ¢ Germon b Patel 0
LMME:HMHT ;5

c wose 4

‘Wishart not out e
Extras: , Nb-8, w-2) %
Total: (for 4 wkis, 100 overs) 246
Fall of wickets: 1-120; 2-
ﬁ:-l-ﬁ: 4—2‘1::5.- » "
Allott 8 383 0
Karvwy 238
‘Patel 7 6O 2
33 b

wose 1 1

Adte } o 4™
Result. "Match .drawn..

A yo cricket enthusiast
carefully watched
the recent cricket matches
in Australia feat West
India, £ I..mkl Paki and
' ] asked his father:
Australians
' mmnphtz Wn{g

; in

. Quipped the son:

[Eleven players and

g

Hi

| City beat Boys

.~ Sports Reporter
BANGLADESH BOYS: 129
in 40.4 overs
(Romel 27. Gausul 22,
Labbu 22, Russel 4/16. Po-

league when the
handed gladesh Boys Clu
a six wicket defeat at home
yesterday.
Chan?n a paltry. 130 to
'Iin in 45 overs. the hosts
in the 44th over
En l’uur wickets.
ﬂpennr Sajjadul Karim
Chayon scored highest 37
runs off 87 deltveries inclu-
sive of five boundaries while
Amir Ishaq (22) and Rezaur
Rahman (22 not out) were
the other leading City Club

batsmen.
Earlier, Bangladesh Boys
were on 129 when they lost

their last wicket in the 41st

over.
City Club's Mohammad
Russel grabbed four wickets
in 8 overs conceding only 16
runl HE was equally lwhp-
pacer Palash o

took thrl:t. 'I'h‘:kctl.

Amanda Cmtur of South Aﬁ'icl sends a forlhlnd tuwlrdl Bwiu starlet leﬁnl :
during their Australian Open quarterfinal in Melbourne yesterday. Coetzer won th

hard-fought encounter 7-5, 4-6, 6-1.

— AFP/UNB photo

|

Yitgritgal 3 |

Some words uf cunsulatlnn frnm Andreﬁgasal tu cumpatnut JlmCuuner after the
former had won their gruelling of five-set Aussie Open
yesterday Agassi had to bring out the best in him to dlmmﬁta Courier 6-7, 2-6, 6-3, 6-4,

It was a veter-
ans' day at the
&}lﬂtl‘ﬂuﬂﬂ Open
First, the
German lion Bo-
ris Becker shortlisted
21-year-old Yevgeni Kafel-
nikov of Russia and then vet-
eran Australian Mark Wood-
forde gently eased out an-
other 21-year-old. Thomas
Enqvist of Sweden.

It fs painful to call Boris

R

BORIS BECKER

Becker a veteran at the age of
only 28. But in the Open era
when boys are inducted into
the men's world at the ten-
der age of 17, there is mardly
any scope to rephrase the
word.

In 1984, the year Becker

MELBOURNE,
Jan 24. Germa-
ny's Anke Huber
ended the Spa-
nish challenge
in the women's
sectjon of the
Open today.

a0

Ay

Australian
knocking out number two
seed Conchita Martinez in

her
final,

three sets to go into on
second Grand Slam
reports Reuter.

The 21-year-old ninth-
ranked Huber came back
from a set down to beat
Martinez 4-6, 6-2, 6-1 in one
hour 44 minutes in a match
disrupted by rain in the mid-
dle of the second set.

Martinez, a semifinalist in
the last four Grand Slam
events, bows out with com
triot and third seed Aran
Sanchez-Vicario, who was
beaten on Tuesday in an ex-
traordinary marat nﬁrﬂt
US teenager Chanda bin
which went to 16-14 in the
final set.

In an error-riddled match,
Martinez had held her game

her more than a way-
ward Huber in the first set
but then fell behind 3-1 in
the second when the heavens
ed on the Flinders Park
entre Court and play was

st !
m the match restarted

about 45 minutes later under
lights and with the sliding
roof in place, Martinez

HELBGUHHE
an re

won back ten-
nis' world num-
ber one ranking
today with a
five-set quarterfinal

bruising
victory over compatriot Jin
Courier at the Australian

Open, report agencies,
Bk assi clawed his way
c

rom two sets down for
the [irst time in a major
event to take the match 6-7,

2'61 u'l- E"I B": ll'l lhl‘ﬂ
hours, 18 minutes of lero-
cious power tennis.

gwn his chance
to top spot afler
last 's third-round
dumiu nl’ op seed Pete
Sampras,

lﬂaked as thnu?h
he had let the opportunity

the®

Veterans stun the crowd

By Tawfiq Aziz Khan

turned pro, he had reached
the quarter-final stage of the
Australian Open. It was no
mean achievem:nt for a boy
of just 17. And the next year
saw the youngest ever men's
champion at the Wimbledon,
the Mecca of lawn tennis.

In those days Boris served
and volleyed with consum-
mate ease and had been the
bane for many famous players
of the time.

Kafelnikov has worked

hard since tuminﬁ ‘Jrﬂ

in 1992 and currently hold

the number 7 slot nf the
men's world ranking. But
Becker, who had struggled in
his earlier rounds, made
short work of Kafelnikov (6-
4, 7-6, 6-1) to set up a semi-
final match against another
veteran Mark Woodforde on
Friday. Watchout. the lion is
on the prowl for his second
here.

It was altogether a differ-
ent kind of ball game be-
tween Mark Woodiorde and
Thomas Engqvist. In these
days of high stakes and

nw:r tennis, the Wood-

orde-Engvist match was a
breath of fresh air. Not that
the young Swede forgot to
show his strength, it was the
left-handed Woodforde who
made all the dtfference. He
did not have a particularly
strong serve compared to
Enqvist, yet Woodi{orde fired
as many as 16 aces mostly
lacings in the three-setter.
EIE was not afraid to give his
subtle touch with sliced
backhand volleys and set up
delectable returns from the
net most of which were sure
winners. He had a break each
in the three set won com-
fortably (6-4. ©-4, 6-4) a
lace in the semifinal.
irst in a Grand Slam as a sin-
gles player. What a pity that

his

quarterfinal in Melbourne

— AFP!UNB phutu

. players Hkt: Woodforde are so

rare in this eraof rat race.
Master craftsman Andre
Agassi woke up from his nap
to outsmart Jim Courier the
number 8 seed. Once again it
was like the story of the hare

and the tortoise. Up two sets
the hard-hitting Cnuriﬂr sud-
denly faltered in the third
and that gave Agassi tLhe
chance of his life to come
back to the game. He never
looked back and with his
..hrlllianl return of serves., he

MARK WOODFDRDE

took total control of the
match and made courier Fla

to his tune. In a gruelling
five-setter (6-7, 6-2, 6-3, 6-
4, 6-2) Agassi prevaiied uver
the two-time Austraiian Open
champion. He will play
Michiael Chang in the semis.

slipped heavily with the
score ,at 4-2, grazing the
knuckles on her right hand
and slightly inju an ankle.

She went un to lose the
set 6-2, and with her fore-
hand obviously suffering fell
behind 3-0 in the decider,
losing 11 straight points with
a succession of drives landing
well over the baseline.

The injury was treated but
Huber, scenting victory, took
the ball earlier and with her
forehand at last finding its
range and direction, kept up
the momentum to break for a
third time to take the match
at 6-1.

Martinez's defeat means
that Spain will be unrepre-
sented in the women's sin-
gles semifinals for the first
time since 1990. Rubin. the
conqueror of Sanchez-Vi-
cario, now plays number one
seed Monica Seles on Thurs-
day for a place in the finals.

The eighth-seeded Huber
said she sensed that Martinez
had lost her concentration
after she [all but also recog-
nised the advantage of play-
ing indoors after the break
for rain.

Huber, in top form at the
end of 1995 and winning

through to the final of the
season-ending WTA Tour
Chlm ionships. will now

vanda Coetzer who

ended Swiss teenage prodigy
Martina Hingis's hqopel of be-

within the first hour as
Courl:r raced to a (wo-set

Down a break after the
first game of the third set,
Agassl seemed despondent
and completely unable to
tame eighth seed Courier's

igE

lm court to earn three

break-points in the very next '

in day's other quarterfi-
nals, fourth se Boris
Becker blasted world number
six Y Kafelnikov off the
Flinders Park Centire Court,

Huber ends Spain's hopes

comming the youngest ever

Open semfinalist.
Sixteenth-seeded South

African Coetzer taught the

15-year-old a lesson in accu-

racy. using unerring ground-

strokes and a determination
to run down every ball to win
7-5. 4-6. 6-1 in difficult,
blustery conditions.

An anguished Hingis. play-
ful in victory in her historic
guarterfinal win against 11th
seed Brenda Schultz-Mc-
Carthy. threw or grounded
her racket 11 times on Cen-
tre Court as she made dozens
of unforced errors.

In contrast to the beaming
youngster who cheekily ser-
ved undream in her straight--
sets win over Schu tz-
McCarthy on Monday, Hingi
was continually frustrated
Coetzer's ability to keep thc
ball in play.

Hingis, who at 15 years
three months add 24 days
was the youngest player to
reach a quarterfinal here,
showed glimpses of a poten-
tial champion to fight back
[rom 4-0 down in the first
set and then clinch the sec-
ond set.

But the errors finally took
their toll. allowing 24-year-
old Coetzer, in her ninth year
on the professional circuit, to
race away with the final set to
reach her first Grand Slam
semifinal.

Yevgeny, Courier bow out

beating the Russian 6-4, 7-6,
6-1.

Aller losing the first set,
Kafelnikov appeared set to
level the match when he
raced to a 5-1 lead in the
second set tie-breaker.

But Becker clawed his wny

k to a set point at 6-5
b::ducln Frruthtnhiur{
%l at 5-2. arguably

the lhnt of the tournament.

Kafelnikov, 21, who has
layed in only one Grand

‘ gll.m semifinal, sald Becker's

ormance showed the dif-

in class.

"It was really close but
that's what makes the difler-
ence between n great player
and a good There is
no question thlt Baril is a

great player.”



