hospital. It was
' the said rail gate 19/F

kth:dﬂtjctmm

with a running
.Raﬂcmnln‘pnmtm
anuary 20 last. |

ten passen
bound for ur from
Gaibandha while pluinf
through Chapadha Ileve
crossing, was suddenl
dashed with 8 down

train in which all the passen-
gers on board sustained in-
uries. Condition of Masud
a, 18 was stated to be

critical and was admitted to
that
level
crossing remains open all the
time

Patients suffer
due to lack of

- medicines
PABNA. Jan 24: Patients of
serfous
problems as scarcity of
medicine in almost all hospi-

tals. health complexes and
union health centres has

rs

beenprcvulisﬁfﬁralunz'
time, reports B.

Patients alleged

~ medical officers of these cen-

Cm W RS e e T g

black market
in the hospitals

the out

People_from remoté areas

that even
medicines |

ﬁgm Savion were not

+ available in the rural health

centres.

Ac to an official
source, Tk 2.5 lakh is allot-
ted for each hospital every

year to buy medicines, ma-
.l.rﬂl.budl{luh.pﬂ]mand

other surgical instruments
and Tk _30.000 for each

On the other hand, it 'was

l.l.-lnlllefg:l that some dis-
honest olficials are

engaged
. in selling the medicine in the

a crisis

health

centres. .
Patients from far flung ar-
cas are the worst sufferers
and they are to go back dis-
pointed in the absence of
te treatment facilities.
me admitted patients
alleged that thg are to col-

0

lect medicines from out side
at hll‘lr-a prices. !

Sugar mill workers
not getting salary

- NARSINGDI, Jan 24,

About 300 workers and em-
of Deshbandhu Sugar

and Food &rm;
tion have been passing

days in hardship due to non-
payment of their sal for
about a year, .

The au closed the
mill last March. During that
year the mill incurred a loss
of Tk 2.50 crore.

Officials and CBA leaders
said, the loss was due mainly
to yearly pa t of bank in-
terest .30 crore as Tk
19 crore was borrowed from
the bank during the installa-
”mTl't:i thcodluglr mill. o

uction capacit

the mlﬁ' was 1.050 ric
tons seasorl. But
in 1994-95 season it pro-
duced 1100 nw:l::: tons of
sugar exceedi target.

nder th:‘ directives of
BSFIC the authority closed
the mill in March 1995 and
it was decided to reopen and
start crushing last October.

Mcurc[m? the mill au-
thorities disbursed Tk 40

lakh among the
ers in advance. due
mysterious reason the au-
thorities failed to reopen

crca

mill in time. . b

The workers and the sug-
arcane growers the au-
thorities to the tll?iﬂu
immediately to mitigate their
suffering.

34 fire arms, 50
rounds of bullet
recovered so

far in Comilla
COMILLA. Jan 24: Law en-
forcing agencies in the last

one month recovered 34 fire
arms. 50 rounds of bullets

-and some lethal weapons
"from 12 thanas of the dis-

trict, lice said today, re-
ponsl’;o ‘

NB. .

According % official
sources, duﬂngothe period
from December 20 to January
20 last, the members of po-
lice and Army also arrested
517 in the district wanted in
connection with several
criminal cases.

Cub leaders’
basic course
held

MYMENSHING. Jan 24: A

- week-long cub leaders' basic

course I‘r held at the
premises Police Line Pri-
mary School recently. re-

Organised by the sadar

thana Boys Scouts, the course

was inaugurated by Abdul Aziz

ADC (General), Alhaj Md

Pm Mhlnl at-

tended Lﬁfrgrm camp fire

as chief guest. Both

and -m camp fire were
over by Md Saiful

. President Sadar thana Scouts.

A total of 70 leaders in-

30 female leaders

from different primary

schooils of Sadar thana partic-
ipated in the course.
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NOAKHALL: Partial view of what was once s derise
« of trees, both mature and immature are being
" The project was very effective. Héwever, following

act, the locals allege.

L !
''''''''''''

man-made forest in the island of Nijhum located some 40 km from the main land of the district. Hundreds
cut everyday for use as fire wood. The forest was created in the island in early 1980s funded by the World Bank.
human habitation the existence of the forest has been seriously threatened. No one seems to stop such cruel
- = % ;- Vs - — Star photo by AKM Mohsin

PM's resignation

‘demanded

From Our Correspondent

SHARIATPUR, Jan 24:
Awamli League leaders in a
meeting here demanded
resignation of Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia and elec-
tions under a caretaker gov-
ernment to solve the present.
political impasse.

The meeting organised by
Naria thana Awami League at
Vogeshwar on January 20 was
attended by Awami League

residium Member Abdur
as the chief guest and
addressed among others by
local ex-MP Col Shawkot Alj,
MR Akhter Mukul, Kabari
Sarwar, Abdur Rab Munshi.
Advocate Motiur Rahman and
Chairman Lutfor Rahman.

Noted . physician and
former VP of Chittagong
Medical College Students'
Union Dr Mohiuddin Ahmed
formally joined the Awami
League in the meeting.

Training course
for bankers

concludes

LALMONIRHAT. Jan 24: A
four-day training course for
bankers involved in socio-
economic development pro-
ﬁcls concluded here last

ednesday at the RDRS
training centre, reports UNB.

Lalmonirhat Mass Literacy
Association organised the
course which was partici-
pated by some 30 bank offi-
cials from Rajshahi Rrishi
Unna Bank, Janata Bank
and Sonali Bank.

Managing Director of
RAKUB, Yasin Ali, was the
chief guest at the concluding
ceremony of the course. He
distributed certificates am-
ong the participants. The
;:nurﬂc began on January 14
ast.

Meanwhile, the Mass Lit-
eracy Association has under-
taken its second project for
developing the socio-eco-
nomic condition of 1.84 lakh

poor people of the district.

|

|

Build a society as beautiful
as the tlowers: Pabna DC

PABNA, Jan 24: While ad-
dressing a large gathering on
Sunday night (January 21)
that mbled at the con-

ceremony of the four-
day seventh annual’ flower
tion In the Town Hall

mﬁ . Deputy Commis-
of

had

ca o -

or bulil our chﬁ:n
similarly beautiful spreading
ke flowers. :

e cmulwlnj function

of the four-day “"Abu Jafar
Pushpa Pradarshani” was
presided over by Zahurul ls-

R

From Qur Correspondent

lam Bishu, president of the
exhibition committee and
was addressed, ameng.
others, hrg Jashed Uddin
Bhuiyan, Superintendent of.
Police. Pabna and advocate
Shafiqul Islam Shibli. Secre-
t of the I‘fhﬂ:lltim Com-
P il F

Shamim and Mira . A spe-
cial prize was fnw:rded to
." It may be recalled that in
1989, Abu Jafar, an enthusi-
astic flower cultivator ar-
ed for the first time in
Pabna, A flower exhibiti

- S deit-By TSeIr-r his

The exhibition was inau-

rated on January 18 and
during the four days. it drew
a large number of pedple,
men. women and chllleen.
who visited displayed in the
exhibition. Deputy
Commissioner of Pabna, who
was the chief guest at the
concluding function, gave
away prizes among the win-
ners. |

The best flower-cultivators
who won prizes were :

Marigold - Nurul Islam
Sekendar Ali. Abu Ishaque

. lamily garden. This exhibition

created much enthusiasm
and drew a | number of
visitors. But a few months
dfter, Abu Jafar died.

 From the next year, 1990,
the friends and admirers
decided to organise flower
exhibition every year after
the name Abu Jafar and
formed " Abu Jafar Push
Pradarshani Committee. s
committee has been S-
ing flower éxhibition in Pabna
Town Hall maidan every year

T — -
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PABNA: A partial view of the flowers displayed at the four-day "Abu Jafar Pushpa
Pradarshani” held recently in the local Town Hall premises.
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Arms recovered,
two held

BARISAL, Jan 24: Barisal |

thana police recovered one
Indian-made reveilver

ania areas Monday last, |

sources said, reports

Police arrested Mostafizur
Rahman and Sirajul Islam in
this connection, the source
added.

Police siered cases in
this mrmzm

Bodies recovered

BARISAL, Jan 24: The
bodies of three picmickers,

{ who were missing when their

trawler zed in the river
Tetulia on January 14, were
recovered from char area of

the river after four davs of
the incident. UNB.
Police said, Uddin,

18, a college student, Nurud-
din, 13, a class seven student
iam:l! Pnuhp}lin. 40, were miss-
ng since the trawler carryi
the picnic party capsized r:
the midstream.
But the rest 60 members

managed to swim ashore. The

icnic was arranged by

angla Bazar Shop Owners
Association.

Local “fishermen of the
char area recovered the bod-
ies on Thursday. Deputy
Commissioner | Police Su-
per visited the spot.

An eye hospital for

blinds

SIRAJGANJ, Jan 24; Ba-
hela Khatun Eye and Chil-
dren’'s’ hospital was inaugu-
rated on January 20 at village
Mukundaganti under
Belkuchi thana. The hospital,
with financial agsistance of
local industrialist Alhaj Mo-
hammad Ali Sarker, was in-
augurated by eminent eye
specialist MA Matin and
was attended by eye special-

Training workshop
on health begins

JHALAKATHI, Jan 24: A
two-day training workshop
on health
japur thana health complex
ax;%mrium yesterday, reports

A total of 50 trainees In-
cluding health workers,
teachers, imams and volun-
teers took in the work-
shop sed by Health Di-
rectorate.

The trainees will be
trained on different aspects
of EPl, maternity. chfld wel-
fare, fami anning. nutri-
tion ses and di-

The tréiining will also be
given on how to make oral
saline and its proper use.

an at the Ra- '

opens 1n Sirajganj

From Our Correspondent

ists from London David
Sobers, Martin Keats and
Mark Thompson of Sight
Sobers International.

On tlﬁ nccal:: wiltl,‘l;
Principal Alauddin in
among others Abdul
Awal Farid, aj Mafiz Uddin
Khan, Altaf Hossain Sarker.
Martin Keats and Prof Matin
addressed the gathering.
Professor Matin assured all

sary I;Iiltl:ll:t form
for TE Blinds (BNSB) to

rehabilitated in the area.

WL o, o st Rcirons
and free treatment E under
children will

be

cataract ope
under-five children were ex-

tended treatment.

§ peasant leaders
§Q m Sarker

ich is decreasi

tribute to
Monazat Uddin

From Our Correspondent
PABNA, Jan 24:
Speakers at a citizens
condolence meeting for
condoling the death of
eminent st Monazat
Uddin stressed the need of
innumerable Monazat Uddins
in Bangladesh in different
fields like journalism,
teaching, administration,
l}tll art .and literature.
: i - = ure.
Snce Ml B e
b € Ppeopie,
down-trodden, sincere, labo-
SEeaRliily. The agiake:
s Y. e s ers
said if like jo?frpuliﬂ
Monazat Uddin could come
to all the fields and walks of
life, Bangladesh could really
develop and while pa
tributes to Monazat :
this aspect should be re-
member.

Organised by Pabna Dis-
trict Gano Forum, the' citi-
zens econdolence meetin
was attended by hundreds
men and women from Pabna
town and also from different
thanas of the district.

Presided over by Pabna
District Gano Forum Presi-

dent. Advocate Ramesh
Maitra, the meeting was ad- .
dressed. among others, b

R e s
Advocate

us Sattar, i
cate Jainul Abedin, Dr. Tamiz

dent Principal Fazlul Haque,

Parishad leader Ad-
vocate Shimul Biswas
renowneéd social worker
Nilufar Quaderi, landless
Abdul

ul Halim 'n[l“vﬂl: le'

Kansowa ( Ullapara),

Uddin ( Atgharia), Aminur
Rashid of pur .Abdur
Rashid of Atgharia and many
others. -

2, 592 mt of wheat

distributed under

Food for Edn prog
in Magura

MAGURA, Jan 24. Some
2.592 metric tons (mts) of
wheat were distributed
among the students of 50
primary schools in 11 unions
of four thanas under Food for
Education programme during
last .year, reports UNB.

According to an official of
the pri education de-
partment, of the total 38,463
students, 14,961 stu-
dents were selécted from
three unions each of Sadar,

and Shalikha
two. unions of

the number
of dropout st ts in the

- Strange behaviour of nature

keeps landl

GAIBANDHA, Jan24:Hun-
dreds of poor jobless inhabi-
tants of different charlands
along Brahmaputra basin are
living below poverty level.
Many of them work in the
land of others on contact and

fi .cent of pro-
uced o o P
In the

mainly depend

including kawn,
mustard seed, d nut
and wheat. They could not
cultivate paddy or jute in
time due to frequent flood.
The cultivation in charlands
completely depends on the

mercy of nature.
: crop lands remain
under water over f{our

months in a year. So the
péasants rarely harvest their
crops in due time. As such a
large number landless le
remain jobless most of the
time.
‘Kassh' plant naturally
rows in the fallow and in
char areas along the river bed
of Brahmaputra. This sort of
plant are generally used as

- straw for the shutterin

on rabi crops
cheena,

From Our. Correspondent |

of
thatched roof in the village
areas and its stalks are used
as [ire stick commonly
known as 'choralli’ for do-
mestic purpose.

A large section of inhabi-
tants in charland depends on
the trade of kassh straw and
its stalk for their livelihood.

persons are mainly
] ess and have no
work other than selling of
kassh straw. In the seasonh
time they procure or collect
them from remote fallow ar-
eas and later sell them in
high price during winter
when the people renovate
their thatched huts. A four
diametre bundle of kassh
straw is being sold at Tk 5.
Besides they also remain busy
with selling kassh stalk as
fuel stick which is most

popular in village as well as in’

town areas as an alternative
of fire wood.

During winter people in
large number engage for the
collection of kassh stalk from
distant char areas for selling

ess peasants worried

them to the market as fire
stick. 'They are to travel.
longway from- one char to
another = search of dried
kassh stalk. Every morning
ple in  group go out of
ome and return in the
afternoon with bundles of fire
sticks and they maintain
their livelihood by selling of
these sticks. Sometimes they
.sup?l}r these fire sticks to
whole-sellers in town areas
in a lots. The wholesalers
then sell in rainy season at an
exorbitant price.

Bachhu Mia of village
Bhati-Burail char in Capasia
union under Sunderganj
thana told this correspon-
dent he has been in this
trade of kassh straw and its
stalk from his childhood who
still in this business and
maintains a five member fam-
ily. Bachhu further said that
as he is a landless person
remains anagad in fishin
during the leisure time an
later sells them to the fish-
ermen.

Non-1odised salt openiy |

sold 1n markets

From Our Correspondent

- BRAHMANBARIA, Jan 24
In order to earn a better
prolit shopkeepers are re-
portedly selling non-iodised
salt, despite government ban,
exposing people of the dis-
trict to various diseases, it

I F e

to mlrﬁﬂ

a

alleged.
According

sources, one of iodised

ban on sale of non-
odised salts and made 17
mandatory for salt factories
to make iodised salt. :

Two killed

SIRAJGANJ, Jan 23: Two
people were killed in sepa-
rate mishaps in the river Ja-

muna and Bngra-Hngarbnri
ruadu in the m?éntrlct
recen ; 5 :

Pu!lg: sr:ﬂtﬂn Shahrab AH
died on the spot when three
trucks slammed into each
other on a bridge near Rani-
nagar in Ullapara thana at
about 5:30 am.

In another mishap,
Tikka, 46, a boatman died,
on' the spot when two
mechanised boats collided in
the river near Dhamrair Char
in Kazipur thana at about 6

LLand dev tax

reduced to

Tk 200 from
Tk 1500

COX'S BAZAR. Jan 24
The government has reduced
the per acre land develop-
ment tax to Tk 200 from Tk
1500 for encouraging the salt
growers, reports UNB.

The Ministry of Land is-
sued the order on January 15
last, official sources said
here. The order will be effec-
tive from 1990.

The previous government
im the increased tax on
the salt-producing land of the
district in 1990. However.
the land of same category in
Chittagong and Satkhira dis-
tricts remained outside of
the increased tax.The deci-
sion of the then government
adversely affected the salt
production in the district.
© Cox's Bazar Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
hailed the decision of the
ﬁowrnmcnl saying it will en-
ance production of salt.

Phensidyl syrup
bottles, ganja

recovered

From Qur Correspondent

PABNA. Jan 24 : The drug
and ligquor control authorities
of Pabna sadar circle. led by
the Circle Inspector Mo-
hammad Azizul Haque, com-
B;‘l:in‘ a team of Fabna po-

, conducted a raid at dead
of night acting upon a secret
information, and succeeded
in recovering 35 bottles ol

.| Phensydil from a house In

r of Pabna town.
They also arrested one Md

- Abdul Hakim from the said

. not

house on charge of snmgf,lmg
and storing of the said illegal
goods.

Alter conducting another
raid the same day. the team
recovered 200 gramms of hlﬁh

the

ality (hemp) from
Bei o Md

Nazim Uddin ol
Banglabazar. Pabna town.
N U

ddin, however, could
not E arrested since he was
in the house.

Two separate cases have
been registered.



