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‘A Foreigner's Attempt to
Improve Text Books

"Textbooks contain

geograph

inoral values.'

different kinds of
information and knowledge e.g. learning
how to read and write, calculate, history.
and information that conveys
" says Dr Nico den Tuinder (s
who had been working for the National
Textbook Board for two vears

by Fayza Haq

with st

In Bangla- adds.

decorates the page instead of being
informative, " he continues.

“The text books should be supplemented
books but I wonder how far that
ssible among the
middle class masses of

r and lower

ngladesh.” he

desh the books g
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life and can help . i »
the children rise f v - |

above their ori- 7"
he sayﬁ-_fJ.HﬁE[h.h

ins,”

welling on the

text books.

' "Textbooks in }
' Bangladesh are §
not very attrac- |
tive yet. They § |
often mix up dif- ||
ferent parts ol §
education : they
try to Iimpart §
knowledge ol
moral value along
with basic liter-
acy. This may not
be all that inter-
esting. Studenis
should be given
stories of other
children in
Bangladesh with
whom they can identify

every day

themselves and not
just abstract people from Bangla-desh his-
tory. There should be direct i
life. Text books are written by

Dr n Tud

ation for

scholars who give abstract notions of

environment — ph
instance. Children of eigh

physics or biology.

"It is apparent that things are not always
properly explained. Important things are
sometimes left out. Al times., unim
matters are elaborated. A chapter may deal
with animals, birds and reptiles may not
bring out the fac¢t that what distingu

one is born alive
adds,

"Some textbooks are based on the
e. Full sentences and

mammal is that the you
and it sucks the breast,”

literary way of Ianguacf

par sruphs are provided. Some information
could be Ee*i:::n in diagrams. tables and

ding small pieces makes it
easier to learn. Texts “and fllustrations
Again, at times there are
and mismatched
fllustrations. Sometimes the illustration just

pictures.

should be mixed.

spelling mistakes

UNAB greets
Arafat |

The United Nations Asso-
ciation of Bangladesh (UNAB)
esterday congratulated
¥'anaf:r Arafat on his being
elected as first Palestinian
President, reports UNB.

In a statement, UNAB
secretary general Syed
Ahmed Hossain said the vic-
tory of Yasser Aralat was the
victory of the freedom and
peace-loving people of the
world.

and chemistry for
t and ten may not
be fascinated by knowledge of abstract’

dance dramas they
about it. It is here in Dhaka that | saw some
of the films I've alwa
as, 'And God Created

"The day trips close to Dhaka and to
aces like Eabna. i
s Bazar have beeén enjoyable. Mirpur
Botanical Garden is also

“Two years ago

when | was pre-
ﬁ:::mf to come

e. | felt Dhaka
would be dull and
so I brought 70
books to read in
the evenings. |
was informed
that in Bangla-
desh there was a
desperate stru-
ggle for life: No
one informed me
of the films,
theatres and con-

certs that could
be enjoyed here.
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has to go to for-

{ eign organisa-
lions s as the
Goethe Institut

and the Alliance
Francaise. The
Shilpakala Acade-
my also contri-
buted a lot to
entertainment.
Also, organisa-
lions like the
sy
as also
+done a good job.
It is a pity that
when there are
superb cultural
performances
suchu{as in the
case of Tagore's
have little information

wanted to see, such
oman.’

Sylhet, Mainamati and
peaceful and eye
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Death condoled

The executive committee
of the Dhaka University
Alumni Association condoled
the death of the association’'s
life-member educationist
AFM Abdul Huq Faridi at a
meeting held on Sunday. says
a press release.

The meeting observed one
minute's silence Lo pay re-
spect to the decea and
prayed for peace of the de-
parted soul. It also essed
mu thy to the members of
caved family.

© medical degree/dipioma

community level,
illiterate people;

approaches;

Save the Children ( UK)

(an international NGO with a mission to create lasting
benefits for children ) seeks a

MEDICAL TRAINER

for one of its Rural Project. This post is a part of
unqualified allopathic practitioners programme which
aims to demonstrate their potential in providing effective
and sustainable PHC in hard to reach communities of
rural Bangladesh. The post is a managernal one (salary
Tk.7,500.00 to 12,500.00 per month depending on
qualification and experiences). The successful applicant
will join a team, taking responsibility of curriculum
development including training need assessment,
imparting training including followup, programme and
clinic management and research activities on unqualified
aliopathic practitioners programme.

The Applicants shouid have:

© understanding of community health problems and
having technical skills in patient management at

© good commnication skill with both literate and
© trainers skill preferably with participatory appraisal

© understanding of rational use of drugs (Prescribing
and administration) and rural set up of heaith
services (both public and private);

food.” he says about his experience in Bangladesh.

“What makes living in Dhaka fascinating
you see the whole city changl%

before your eyes. The number of the ri
appear to increase to create more markets
for products and entertainment. There are
with modern concepts
- 'Bookworm’.

such as
Institutes for computers,

g. and karate have come up along
ques. The way the city change
an experience you
world. | learned that Bangladesh is not the
ageless disaster prone country,
people in the west think it is.” he says in

s is

can't get in the western

which

Dr den Tuinder came as a consultant for
text book editing from Rotterdam.

Govt teachers
meet Biswas

A delegation of the
Bangladesh Government Sec-
ondary School teachers' As-
sociation called on President
Abdur Rahman Biswas at
Bangabhaban yesterday, re-
ports HSS.

Talking to them. Presi-
dent Biswas emphasised the
contribution of the teachers
as the builders of the future
citizens of the country.

Earlier. In a memoran-
dum. the members of the
delegation appealed to the
President for his support in

raising their post to first-
class gazetted status.

-4 A lot of the credit -

CIDA increases
aid to Dhaka

The Canadian Interna-
tional Development Agency
(CIDA) will increase and di-
versily its assistance to
Bangladesh. official sources
said yesterday, reports UNB.

THe agreement was
reached in official-level
meetings between the two
countries in the city this
week. i

Canada has been provid-
ing financial assistance to
Ban?adcuh for its develop-
ment activities particularly
rural upliftment and energy
sector. since early '70s.

Director {South Asia) of
the Canadian Foreign Min-
istry Terry Calfer left city

yesterday concluding a four-:

day visit to Bangladesh.

He held two rounds af
talks with the Foreign Min-
istry officials here. covering
bilateral matters as well as
regional and international is-
sues of common concern

Secretary at the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs Khairul
Anam led the Bangladesh
side at the meeting which
also discussed the Canadian
offer to help upgrade the
training institute of the min-

istry.

During the discussion.
Calfer briefed the Bangladesh
side on Canadian Prime Min-
ister Jean Chretein's recent
visit to four Asian countries.
including India and Pakistan.

Two Canadian ministers
are expected to visit
Bangladesh shortly. the
sources said.

VOA Fan Club
quiz lottery
winners

Thirty entries were se-
lected as winners of the
Voice of America Fan Club
quiz competition in a draw

recently, says a press release.
The win are: M Abdul
Latif, 81/1 Arambag: Zubayer

Ahmed, Kismat Maijbag. Svi-
het;: M Monirul Haqg Moni.
Circular Road. Barisal: Mah-
bubur Rahman Chowdhury.
142 Kazlashah, Sythet: Khan-
dakar Tawfiq Alam, Bachelor
Staff Quarter, DU; Sajjad
Hossain Sabuj, 93 Central
Road, Dhaka; M Afzal
Ahined, Babail. Zakigonj. Syl-
het: Utpal Kumar Majumder,
Arpara, Shalikha, Megura;
Uttam Barai, Jagannath Hall.
DU, M Babul Mia. 154
Shukria, Zindabazar, Sylhet:
M Saydur Rahman, Sadarai,
Chattak. Sunamgan‘{: M Ak-
mal Hussain. 2 Ali Noki
Deouri, Sat Ranja. Dhaka: M
Titumir Alam Roman, Rehana
Villa. Sylhet; Mohammad
Kamruzzaman. Ka/2/28
Bangladesh Bank Colony,

Dhaka; M Shafiqul Islam.
Shamsher Nagar road, MOul-
vibAzar: M Ziaur Rahman,

Baurkapan. Hobiganj: Laki
Dutta. 47 North Circular
Road Dhaka; M Akhlas Uddin.
Huﬂﬁm'a. Jamalpur: Foyzulk
Arefin Pavel, Banglabazar
Pachbaria. Noakhali; Abdus
Sh;l;;d‘ Ra?!:udizh Lir'llirari
Ba nj. Sylhet; Sharifu
Islam, ghankarpur. Daser-
bazar. Moulvibazar; M Faruk
Hossain, 312 Khilgaon,
Dhaka: Nibaron Pal. Ma-
trivandar. Keramatnagar.
Moulvibazar; Dilwargazi. 55,
Green Road. Dhaka. M Faisal
Arman, 2/12 BOF Gazipur

Cantonment, Gazipur; M Za-
hurul Islam Khan, 41. Fal-
EI” Sylhet: Mokhlesur

ahman. Banigram. Sylhet;
Masud-uz-Zaman Chowdhury.
Hajiganj Chittagong: Sanjoy
Kumar Sharma. tya Phar-
macy. Noakhali;: M Badrul Is-
lam Akhand., Taher-Lambu.
Moulvibazar.
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24 hrs inside Biman : A

traveller's tale

Little did the passengers,
who boarded Bangladesh Bi-
man's New York-bound flight
009 around midnight on Jan-
uary 5, know that they were
condemned to staying inside
the aircraft for the next 24
hours! ;

On arrival at the New
Delhi Indira Gandhi Interna-
tional Airport, after a two and
a quarter hour flight from
Dhaka, the passengers were

litely informed that due to
ocal restrictions, transit pas-
sengers were not. going to be
allowed into the terminal
building. At this time the
passengers were in the air-

craft for about three hours, 4

therefore this did not cause
more than mild dismay. -

The passengers reached
Brussels thirteen and a half

hours after boarding the air-,

craft at Dhaka. Out came the
same message over the inter-
com, "due to local restric-
tions..." The passengers were
livid! This meant that they
were going to have to spend
24 hours inside a progres-
sively stuffy and unhealthy
a{rcraﬂ.

The local Bangladesh Bi-
man officials that came to
meet the aircraft at Brussels'
docking gate, were evasive at
best. blamed the Bel-
gian authorities for the pas-
sengers’ woes. The Belgian
officials around put the blame
on Bangladesh Biman. "The
passengers are entitled to
the facilities at the airport.”
they said. "However. il is the
responsibility of Bangladesh
Biman to issue them transit
passes.” Privately, some Bi-
man officials told some pas-
sengers that the real reasou
why the passengers were
confined is that some pas-
sengers loiter about in the
airport and do not return on
time. This causes delay and

costs Biman money.”

Of course there are more
reasonable solutioms. If pro-
crastination is a problem,
Biman can easily wam tran-
siting passengers that unless
they return a certain time,
the plane will depart for New
York without them. Some-
how. passeéngers were left
with the feeling that was not
the real reason. Biman ofli-
cials adopted boxing legend
Muhammad Ali's ‘rope-a-
(lope” tactics. They were con-
tent to Jet the passengers
vent their [rustrations, with
the hope that once the plane
left for New York, all will be
lorgotten. Clearly. Biman's
strategy is to make a fistful of
dollars. by causing inconve-
nience lo passengers. il nec-

~ ates,

| DrFakhruddin Ahmed writes from Princeton, USA

essary.

Bangladesh Biman is not
the cheapest way to travel to
and from New York. There
are many cheapér airlines..
After every Bangladesh Biman '
experience, many expatri-
the writer included,
promise never to travel by

Binian again. However, as the
next travel approaches, like
the sentimental fools we are,
we relent in favour of the na-
tional airline. In my twenly
years of travelling with Bi-
man. | never felt so cheated.

Here are some advice Bi-
man better heed. Between
New Delhi and Brussels, we
were served "croissant and
Danish pastry.” The concoc-
lion Biman served was nei-
ther croissant nor Danish
pasiry. The foreign passen-
gers were seen to snicker-
ing as they tasted the half-
backed, inedible, floury stuff
Has Biman forgotten that our
cuisine is our strength? Stick
to polao. somosa, curry and
kabab. please.

The plane’s audio enter-
tainment was barely audible
over the background noise.
The music actually played.
bore no resemblance to what
was listed in the inflight
magazine,
Runa Laila song, listed in
"Diganto,” never came. There
were many foreigners travel-
ling with us. who depend
solely on English announce-
ments. The English an-
nouncements by the purser
were very poor. There is no
excuse whatsoever, for an
international airline, operat-
ing on an international route.
to be ignorant of the interna-
tional language. Even
Bangladeshis had difficulty
comprehending half of what
Biman announced, in English.

The last leg of the journey,
from Brussels to New York.
was nolt pleasant. The un-
healthiness of having to
breathe recirculated air
caught up with passengers.
The women [elt nauseated,
and fifally. because of short-
cuts at New Delhi and Brus-
sels, Biman landed in New
York early. That in itself is
not bad. However, unlike
other airlines. Biman does
not give out arrival and de-

arture times at New York's
ennedy Airport over the
phone (the line is always
“busy”). Consequently. very
few relatives had come to the
airport to greet their parties.

~ (Dr Fakhruddin Ahmed is
a Rhodes scholar from
Bangladesh. who currently
lives in Neww Jersey, USA).
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'Heimat®' (The Homeland)

will or

nise a protest rally.
Time:

:30 pm.

Nari UdduF Kendra: The kendra will organise a
ditat-11. Venue: Drik Gallery auditorium.

workshop on 'Ha
Time: 2 pm.

Zahir Raihan Film Society: The society has
arranged the screening of the 11 episodes of the film

1 _ by German film maker Reitz. The
eighth episode -of the film will be screened today. Venue:
German Cultural Centre. Time: 3 pm.

Bangladesher Samajtantrik Dal: the boay

enue: Jatiya Press Clubs.

Legal aid for
Awami League

activists
By Staff Correspondent

The Awami Lawyers'
Council has offered legal sup-
port to the members of the
Awami League and its front
organisations who have been
served with "false" cases.

In a joint statement Tues-
day, the Council's convenor

te Sahara Khatun and
member-secretary Advocate
Abdullah Abu requested the
repressed party activists to
contact them with details of
the cases at the Awami
League central office
between 6 to 7:30 pm during
Ramadan.

"Diganto™ The |

YN ATET W HAE H (TR o3
(TS AR oaFR farn fadhn #4

ISR PO A= A9

A 38 wgwife

8th death anniversary

ah an;"ﬂﬁ;rs; of
ibrahim will be
(25-1-96) at

The 8th d
Khalid
observed toda
his Banani residence.

All his relations, friend’s and
well-wishers are requested to
attend the milad mahfil after
Asar prayer,
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The draw for the VOA Fan Club Quiz Competition was

held in the city recently.

E GREEN DELTA INSURANCE CO. LTD.
CHANGE OF TELEPHONE NUMBERS

HEAD OFFICE & LOCAL OFFICE
i n (4

2 Dilkusha C.A., Dhaka-1000
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o gb&?httg?m%ﬁ;h case studies and documents NEW NOS.
in ngla and e ;
' 9560005-6
© preferably with experiences of data collection for surveys: 9558660
© abihity and interest to stay at remote rural areas and 550697 , Ll
working with rural people; 9 5 cEm il :
© strong commitment to work as a member of a team. 9552188 3 *‘ _
To apply please send a detailed letter in support of 9562345-FAX gg; e
your application with a full CV to 9563694 F i e
The Deputy Field Director BS6I8H1
Save the Children (UK) 869432+ 9563605| *TO BE
House 28, Road 16 ( New) 869433+ 9563696 CONVERTED

Dhanmond: R/A Dhaka
or Fax (2) 817278

before 10 February 1996. Applications from suitable
women candidates are especially encouraged. Only short
listed candidates will be contacted for interview. No other
correspondence will be entered into

B64382* 9563690 SOON

MOTIJHEEL BRANCH
~  Senakallyan Bhaban

(20th Floor) 190 Motifheel C/A, Dhaka
239204 9559204
239205-FAX 95560206-FAX

"SIGN OF GOOD TASTE"
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