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NEWS BRIEFS

4 shot as Pabna
AL, BNP clash

PABNA, Jan 24: Four peo-
ple suffered bullet injuries in
a gunfight between the
Awami League and BNP ac-
tivists at Biswanpathpur in
Santhia thana today. Of the
j{]r}urrd. Asiruddin, 20, and

azuddin, 22, of the Awami
League were admitted to
Pabna Sadar Hospital while
Moniruzzaman, 25. and
Shamim. 23. of the BNP
rushed to Rajshahi Medical
E;EERE Hospital, reports

Iranian minister
leaves Dhaka

The Iranian Deputy
Petroleum Minister for In-
ternational Affairs, Nejad
Hosseinian,. left Dhaka yes-
terday concluding his visit to
Bangladesh. He was seen off
at the Zia International Air-
ort by Energy and Mineral
esources Secretary Mo-
hammad Faizur Razzak, re-

ports UNB.

29 arms recovered

Law enforcing agencies
seized 29 firearms of differ-
ent types., 44 ammunition
and |2 explosives from dif-
ferent parts of the count
yesterday, the 35th day of
nation-wide illegal arms-re-
covery drive. According to
Law and Coordination Cell in
Election Commission, 308
people were also arrested on
various charges, including
possessing ol illegal arms
during the period. reports
UNB,

$150m WB aid
for Bosnia

PARIS. Jan 24: The World
Bank confirmed today it
would grant a 150-million
dollar emergency aid package
to Bosnia to help reconstruc-
tion of the war—rava%t:
former Yugoslav republic.
funds were approved Tuesday
after a meeting of the bank's
ruling body in Washington,
the bank said in a statement
released here, reports AFP.
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BNFP has

The ruling

| started taking disciplinary

action agiainut the rebels who

are challenging the part

nominees in the February 1
rliament elections, accord-

'ing against

| three BNP and J

ing to sources in the party.
The actiopn began yester-
day with sion from the
y of two such dissident
of Jessore district —
. the BNP or-

#Im of the dis-
and ‘A I Mannan

+ Miatin, ‘2 BNE leader: of Shar-

sha thana under the district.
Advocate Ishaq is contest-
the nominee
and Telecommunications
Minister Tariqul Islam for
the Jessore-3 constituenc
and Minnu against the BN
nominee and assistant office

secretary of the party Mofijul

- whao _defied the party

By Nazmul Ashraf

Hossain Tripti at Jessore-|
constituency.

An instruction regardin
the expulsion of the two BN
rebels were communicated to
the local committee of the
l)art]r yesterday, said Nazrul
slam Khan. the BNP office

, last night.

He., however, added that
the d:culnn to this effect
would be endorsed by the

chief, who wnuld for
similar action against others,

tive to withdraw their candi-

dature against the party
nominees January 23, the
last day for withdrawing
nomination papers. from

toda

Lrntil late last night. the
names of all the dissident
BNP leaders did not reach to

4000 quit BNP

Aiec- .

BNP action aga:nst
rebels begins

the central committee of the

rty. said Khan adding that
he punitive action would be
taken in phases soon after of-
ficial reports of violating the
party discipline would reach
in their hands.

According to other
sources. other dissident
leaders of the BNP who are
challenging the party nomi-
nees include t Chit-
tagong and anetirer in

N
Al iames at. some
‘who did Bt withdraw

their candidature until the
deadline for withdrawal of
nomination papers expired at
5 pm Tuesday, continued to
pour in the party's central
committee til] yesterday and
all the names were expected

See Page 12 col 6

in Rajshahi

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Jan 24: About
4000 leaders and workers of
the district BNP and its front
organisations resigned today
to protest the expulsion ol
-D leaders

the central committee for

ir alleged violation ol
plrgdisﬂpllnc

ey termed the party
decision a 'blunder’ and de-
manded its withdrawal.

A press release issued
tonight said that the decision
of mass resignations was
taken in a joint emergency
meeting of the district units
nI'BHP Jubo Dal, Chhatra Dal
and JASAS held at the Ra-
”mii-m Govt College premises

District unit president of
BNP Abdul Hye presided over
the meeting. Among others,

are senior vice
Er:ﬂdcnt Magbul Hossain
anju., general secretary

@amrul Munir, district con-
venor of Jallyatabadi Krishak
Dal Moksed Ali. city unit or-
Eamnmﬂ, sccretary ol BNP
rshad Ali Isha, dislrict unit
resident ol Jubo Dal Tapaz

ussain , acting eral
secretary Chhntrn al dis-
trict unit Sanwar Kabir

Khokan, district unit general
secretary of Jatiyatabadi
Samajik Sangskritik Sangstha
Saju A.hmt and two vice
presidents of Chhatra Dal city
unit Hasibul Islam Hasib and
Razeb Ali.

The central committee ol
BNP on January 22 last ex-
pelled the district unit
organising secretary of the
party Salehuddin Baby. vice

resident of city unit BNP AK

alachand and the district
unit president of JCD Nadim
Mustafa for their alleges anti-
party activities.

See Page 12 Col 8
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.
to cricket

ADELAIDE, Jan 24: Vet-
eran Australian batsman
David Boon will retire from
international cricket after
the third Test against 5ri
Lanka, he announced today,
report agencies.

Boon, 35, called a media
conference at Adelaide Oval

to announce his decision.

The third Test begins Thurs-
day.

Boon was dropped from

Australia s liimited-overs team

earlier this year and was not
See Page 12 Col 3

DMCH doctors call off strike

Minister assures removal
of illegal pharmacies

The doctors of the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) calle off their
indefinite strike yesterday
after the Minister for Health
and Family Welfare assured
them of removing the
unauthorised Fharmacies
from the hospita gr:misca.

The Hlniaie:r howdhury
Kamal Ibne Yusuf and senior
officials of the ministry. dur
ing more than an hour long
meeting with the striking

| doctors, also assured that

necessary steps would be
taken immediately to ensure
the security of the doctors at
the DMCH and bring the cul-
prits involved in the recent
attack on doctors to book.
The DMCH doctors went
on strike for an indefinite
period Saturday following an
alleged -ttack on doctors on
duty by one Dipu. who runs

an unauthori
the hospital prtmc
dectors came under attack

By DMCH Correspondent

when they were attending a
patient identified as Nasrin
who was injured in a road
accident.

The meeting was held at
the conference hall of the
hospital yesterday noon.
Later, in the evening the
Chikitshak Sangram Pari-
shad., the platform of the
striking doctors. in |Its
meeting at the office of the
deputy director of the DMCH
called off the strike.

The Health Minister dur-
ing the meeting with the
docters instructed the direc-
tor of the hospital to take
immediate measure to evict
all the unauthorised phar-

macies at the DMCH
premiises,
Besides, it was also de-

cided in the discussion that
Ansars would be deployed al
the DMCH campus to ensure
security of the doctors.
Meanwhile, the protest
ing doctors criticising the au-

thorities said
step was not yet taken after
the attack incident on doc-
tors Saturday.

Dipu. who attacked on
the doctors, was not yet ar-
rested although the Home
Minister assured the da
after the attack that the cul-
prits would be rounded up
within 24 hours while the
unauthorised pharmacies
would be evicted within a
week . doctors said.

"Still the government
remains silent on this mat-
ter.” said Dr Qazi Shahidul
Alam. the Secretary General
of the Bangladesh Medical
Association (BMA).

Meanwhile. the fourth
class employees of the hospi-

tal in a protest rally alleged
that the striking doctors
were trying to establish that
the fourth class employees
were harbouring the terror-
ists in the DMC

that effective

Don't help hold
so-called polls,
- Hasina urges
- professionals

Awami -

| Sheikh Hasina ylutcrd

urged Presiding. Polling an
Returning ufﬂm not to as-

sist in huldlng of 'so-called.
fl;rt:h:al election lﬁnﬂder a
ueprint, reports U
“It is the moral obligation
of all to free the from
this people-hated of
Khaleda Zia and ard
democracy,” she said ex-
changing views with doctors,
engineers and rists
on the country’s sit-
uation at her party office in
the afternoon.
Hasina said the Prime

| Wﬁﬁ I aking %

ery’ of election fignor-
ing thc opinion of the people
and tion
"People will retaliate the
wastage of several hundred
crore taka from the public
coffer in the name of one-
party farcical election.”

See Page 12 col 7

PM's tour : Hartal
called 1n Khulna

KHULNA. Jan 24:
tion political parties en-
force a dawn-to-dusk hartal
in the city on Saturday with a
design to resist Begum
Khdleda Zia's electioneering
tour, reports UNB.

The local chapters of
three major opposition par-
ties — the Awami League,
Jatiya Party and the Jamaat-
e-lslami — called for the
shutdown to prevent the
Prime Minister's planned
visit ‘at any cost'.

They took the decision at

against the 'one- ' elec-
tion. boycotted hyp:rl'lt{he ma-
or opposition parties.
j The Prime Minister is
scheduled Lo go on a two-day
visit to hat and Khulna
districts on Sat ,
Presided over by AL city
President Manjur Imam, the
meeting was aucnded
former AL leaders
Khaleque Tlluhder and
Enayet Hossain, JP leaders S
M A Rab and Abul Kashem
E and Jamaat leaders
Parwar and Advocate

See Page 12 Col 3

igactive mill
Rule nisi on 6

persons for
failure to take
proper measures

A Bench of the High Court
Division issued rule nisi u
six persons for their fallure
to take effective measures in

dealing with a consignment
of 1.12% tons of imported

powdered milk with high
concentration of radioactive
substance, reports UNB.

The division bench com-
rising Justice Bimalendu
glkuh Roy Chowdhury and

Justice Md Abrtu| Mannan is-
sued the rule rnisi upon the
Commerce Secretary, the
Science and Technology Sec-
rtlarr the Chairman of
Bangladesh Atomic Energy
Commission. the Collector of
Chittagong Customs, the
Chairman of Chit Port
Authority and the chief of
Danish Condensed Milk
Bangladesh.

e rule was Issued upon
a writ petition filed by Dr
Mnhil.;}d in Fl'-rl_ ue, Secl'!t-.
tary General of Banglades
Environmental La ' As-
sociation (BELA), said a press

See Page 12 col 6
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CEC's warning
to Radio, TV

By Staff Correspondent

The Chief Election Com-
missioner (CEC) yesterda
warned the Television an
Radio authorities in view of
their performances over the
last few days which he said
was breach of the rules set by
the EC to cover the election
IJeﬂnd according to a top
evel source at the EC.

The warning was issued b
the CEC at a meeting wil
the Directors General of
Bangladesh " Television and
Ra o Bangladesh at the EC
secretariat. - The two DGs
were summoned to the EC
secretariat.

"The Television and Radio
authorities were asked to
strictly follow the guidelines
for hruadcaatin t by the
EC.,” the source Baid tth
asked what rnmpt:cl the
holding of uucl!::
naiditwau"inviewufuumcuf

aired duri
T iy Smgad ne

The EC had given direc-

tive to the Information Min-

istry and the official media in
a meeting on December 4
last, to give balanced cover-
age of all political parties

during the election period.

The state-owned media
and other election related
departments automatically
come under the authority of
the EC with the announce-
ml:nt of the election sched-
u

But it was observed on dif-
ferent occasions that the offi-
cial media gave "extensive

See Page 12 col 7

1514 to contest
for 256 seats

A total of 1,514 candidates
will contest the coming
February 15 parliamentary
gclla for 256 seats, Election

ommission sources said
yesterday, reports BSS.

With the withdrawal of
392 candidates ‘from the
race, there are now si
candidates in 44 constituen-
cies in the 300-seat parlia-
ment.

The last date for with-
drawal January 23 was while
filing of nomination papers
was January 17,

Probe 1nto bank
loan status
of 15 bigwigs

- "By RM Titumir and Inam Ahmed

The government is inquir-
about the bank loan status

15 eminent personalities

of thé country including a top
secretary, former minister,
bureaucrats, politicians,
chamber leaders and univer-
sity teachers. according to

als of different banks.

The Finance Ministry on
Slturdnr l'nut asked the banks

to emergency
&'& pecaons
have any dd'nultirlg luana with

their respective banks.

The move of the Banking
Division of the mlnislrﬁ has
created a riir:‘plc in the ban

ing circle who are yét to de—
I.I:ct the intention b:hlnr.l this
move.

The Secretary of the

- clude:

Banking Division, Dr Shamsul
Huda. could not be reached
over telephone for comments
till filing of this report.

However. a Managing Di-
rector of a commercial bank
said the government may be
thinking about appointing
themi to higher positions in
the banking system.

The persons about whem

the ministry has inquired in-

the Prime Minister A M
Yusuf, former Planning Minis-
ter Dr Fasiuddin Mahatab.
former Secretary Hedayel
Ahmed, [ormer State Minis-

ter Atauddin Khan, Professor
of BUET Dr Jamilur Reza
Chowdhury. lormer Secretary

See Page 12 col 7

Prineipal Secretary to-

40 1njured 1n clashes

PM visits Sylhet

amid hartal

From Our Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Jan 24: At least
40 people were injured, one
with bullet, as Opposition ac-
tivists clashed with law en-
forcing agency personnel

durln‘ ﬂ otests against the
ster's visit to the
c:lty loday

Awami League, Jatiya Ptrty
and Jamaat-e-Islami had ear-
lier called a dawn-to-dusk
hartal in the city for the day
and their activists raised road
barricades and broughtout

rocessions to protest the
M's visit to launch her
party's polls campaign with

Jiarat ot the mazar of Shah

Jalal.

Police fired shots and tear
gas shells and used batons to
quell the demonstrations.

Witnesses and hospital
sources said Jubo League ac-
tivist Juned suffered bullet
injury when police opened

fire in the Mirza Zangal are at
about 11 am to disperse a
militant procession ol Awami
League, before Begum
Khaleda Zia landed in the city
of Muslim saints.

Several others, including
local Chhatra League leaders
Shahed Ahmed and Zahir
Chowdhury Sufian. were in-
jured in police action in the
area. Sporadic police-picket
clashes also occurred in
Zinda Bazar., Court Point,
Darshan Deuri and Rikabi
Bazar areas as police chased
the opposition activists.

Huge police, BDR and also
some army personnel were
deployed from the morning.

Police chased the proces-
sionists and charged batons
at different points while the
activists, carrying black [lags
were trying to advance to-

See Page 12 Col 4

Govt reviews JSAP today

New 1implementation
schedule likely

Star Report

The government is sche-
duled to review the "highly
unsatisfactory” progress of
the Jute Sector Adjustment
Programme [JSA.F]I mday to
chart out new impleme-
ntation uthedult after it
failed to meet the floating
tranche conditions.

The privatisation of Hafiz
Textile Mills. the tender bid-
ding of the only one of the
scheduled 18 mills to be di-
vested under the JSAP, is
pending for over a year.

After completion of all
formalities for off-loading
HTM, the final approval has
been lying with the Prime
Minister's retariat for five
months, according to official
sources,

The Privatisation Board
cuuld not confirm this.

The tender for I-{TH was
opened in Febru Asl year
and su uen "ﬁ Was rec-
ommend I'nr sale by the
Cabinet Committee for Eco-

nomic and Financial Affairs
headed by the Finance Minis-
ter.

Of the 250 million US dol-
lars World Bank (WB) funded
restructuring programme,
unlf 50 million dollars have
so lar been disbursed due to
delayed implementation and
faillure to meet the condi-
tions. N

The credit is scheduled to
expire by December this year.

The major tasks remains
to be completed are closure
of five public sector jute
mills; divesture of another 18
state-owned jute mills; ra-
tionalisation of workforce,
and establishing credit dis-
cipline without any govern-
ment intervention.

Today's meeting will be
chaired by Jute retary
Shafilur Rahman and will be
attended b Division

Bm;lﬁﬂh Bank Governor

Scee Page 12 Col 1
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Polls schedule
EC's reply to
Opposition

today

The:Election Commission
will today send reply to the
letters of major opposition
political parties which had
requested the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) to can-
cel the mnﬂngufarliamenta
polls, schedu for February
15, reports BSS.

Talking to a group of
newsmen at his chamber at
the Election Commission yes-
terday. Justice AKM Sadek.
the Chief Election Commis-
sioner, said the letters have
already been prepared. He,
however, did not divulge the
contents ol the letters.

chardin the issue of
voters identily cards, Justice
Sadek said the Election
Commission would amend
the law accordingly. He said
all voters either cards
or no card would be able to
cast their votes in the com-
ing elections.

Asked to comment on his
feelings about ‘the coming
polls being boycotted by ma-
jor opposition parties. (he
CEC said he is very
"unhappy”. "I would have

See Page 12 Col 8

PM visits Sylhet

at own expense

SYLHET. Jan 24; BENP
chairperson and Priine Min-
ister Begum Khaleda Zia. who
formally began her party's
election campaign, canrwe
here today by a commercial
plane at her own expense in
accordance with the code of
conduct. reports BSS.

From the Osmani Airpor!
Begum Zia along with lier
party colleagues went to the
mazars of Hazrat Shah Jalal
(R} and Hazrat Shah Paran
(R), driving in a motorcade
arranged by the party.

As per the Election Com-
mission code of conduct. the
ministers of the government
are restrained from using any
government vehicles or any
government facilities for
election purposes after the
announcement of the elec-
tion schedule. :

The Election Commission
sources said the governient
ministers are also [ollowing,
the code of conduct set by i,

City JCD leader
stabbed to death

By DMCH Correspondent

A JCD leader was stabbed
to death at Kayettuli in the
city early yesterday.

Monabbar Hossain Ripon.
24, a student of Sheikh
Borhanuddin College and Or-

anising Secretary of Kotwali
ana Unit of JCD, received
fatal injuries in his chest and
forehead when a gang of
unidentified youths attacked
him at around 11:45 pm. po-
lice said.

Son of one Forman Ali of
Armanitola, Ripon suc-
cumbed to his injuries on way
to the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital, police and medical
sources said.

The motive behind the
murder could not be known
immediately., However,
Ripon's relatives alleged that
he was murdered following
an altercation with a youth

JCD activist
abducted,
killed in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, .Jan 24
One Chhatra Dal activist was
allegedly abducted by a group
of unidentified gunmen last
eveni from MES College
road and later shot dead. po
lice and party sources said.

Panchlaish police recov-
ered the body of Md Farid,

12? early this morning froni

behind the Nasirabad Textile
Mills.

Farid was kidnapped by
the assailants while he was
Enalng through the MES

ollege road. police and party
sources said.

Chhatra Dal leaders
blamed the activists of Chha-
tra League for killing Farid.

JCD also held a rally
protesting the killing of Farid

| and demanded immediate ar-

rest of the killers.

Jessore BCL
leader killed,
hartal today

From Our Correspondent

JESSORE., Jan 24: All op-
position political parties

called a half-day hartal here
tomorrow (o protest the
killing of a local BCL leader.
Mukti Mohammed Mukta,
Assistant General Secretary
of the Bangladesh Chhatra
League (BCL). Jessore dis-
trict, was killed in a bomb at-
tack by miscreants this

: Hu‘l-ﬁn. 27. was attacked
while he was going to say his
prayers. The motive behind.
attack could not be known

immediately.



