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ADP Priorities

We are thrown on the mat by a poor ADP
project aid utilisation rate which is estimated
at 23 per cent for the first five months of the
on going financial year. As a result, we are
now having to downsize the projected aid vol-
ume of Tk 5030 crore to Tk 4460 crore as
far as the remainder of the year goes. The fear
is that even this lowered target could go un-
met, if the political situation deteriorated
down the road.

Let's have a clear conception of the political
back-pull lying in store. We would like to see
it in four possible parametres. First, the oppo-
sition agitation, by its own steam can prove to
be enormously upsetting. Secondly, a par-
tially-contested election will yield an wobbly,
uncertain government fighting for a quiet
spell for development work. Thirdly, if by a*
miracle it turns out to be a wholly participa-
tory electoral process, a government will take
time forming. Incidentally, taking this into
consideration the donor community has
postponed the aid consortium meet for us till
the month of July. What is important to note
is the fluid context of governance in which
the remaining part of the ADB will have to be
implemented.

The aid utilisation pmspects would not be
as bleak as that if we can overcome certain
pitfalls we have been vulnerable to but which
are avoidable. Project officials in a recent re-
view meeting with the Economic Relations
Division pointed out "extraneous influences"
in project work, especially in the area of ten-
dering which impeded ADP implementation.
We are appalled to see that where the need
for acceleration of work was the greatest, in-
terruption happened to be of the worst kind.

For instance, projects under the city corpo-
rations relating to road and water develop-
ment are suffering badly due to fiddling by in-
terested and vested quarters. The list could
lengthen on a close scrutiny amounting to po-
litical interference in project-work. Now this
aspect has to be attended to in dead earnest.
It is necessary to remind ourselves that tran-
sition is not necessarily a'void nor does it
need to be directionless. In fact, it is one sit-
uation in-which the administration should feel
free to act with utmost neutrality.

The opposition can keep the project-work
outside their agitation without diluting the
political message they want to put across to
the other side.

Textbook Botch-up

We wrote in this column expressing our
concern about the probable delay in printing
and subsequent marketing of textbooks for
1-.classes 1X and V1. We once again feel com-
pelled to comment on the issue as we notice
the parties involved in the process are
to put blame on each other for the delay in
- supplying books. While the publishers allege

that they received the manuscripts late, the
~ text book board stands its ground saying that
~ it does not supply manuscripts but positives

(of films) of the textbooks to publishers.

Clearly, nobody is willing to take the blame:

As we came to learn from reports published

earlier, the textbook board was late in

up matters concerning the writing and

printing of the books. The impression is that

the board gave a very short time to a panel of

teachers for writing the textbooks. The
- teachers entrusted with the job of writing

books put in the best efforts possible within
the time limit but unfortunately, as alleged,
the remuneration was very poof.

No one came up to challenge or contradict
these reperts. Now why will not there be
someone somewhere to take the responsibil-
ity?

The publishers' way of shirking responsibil-
. ity looks so naivel They pointed an accusing:
* finger at the delayed receipt of manuscripts
but not the availability of paper or any other
fault at their end. Now can the public
to be enlightened about the truth? Contradic-

-
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complicated. Let there be clarifications from
authoritative sources. Anyone playing a bluff
on the people must be made to pay. After all
reaching books to the students uf a new aca-
demic year well in time is a serious matter
and deserves to be treated as such. This
bungling should be a lesson for everyone con-
cerned in the future.

Women's Right

Two teenage sisters fell victim to gang-rape
in Narayanganj on Monday night. The girls
had gone to the town in search of their father
who reportedly had married for a second.time"
and was keeping away. The rapists num
five took full advantage of the two girls help-
lessness and inflicted savagery on them. The
police could arrest three of them.

This is one of many such criminal incidents
taking place in the country. The revulsion
and shock such incidents produce ﬂeldum-
linger. Nor dre the culprits meted out pun
ishment which might act as a deterrent. As a
result, the manjacs are growing in number. :

The two sisters show how vulnerable
and women are in our society. Muchofthbh
attributable to the position the women have
been relegated to. What we need is to be clear
about the equation between man and woman,
We talk of equality of women but fail to

practise it at all levels of our fa.mﬂymd social
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vidual and collective best to help
achieve their rightful place in the society.
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N the South Asian Sube-
ontinent on the one
hand and the South-east
ﬁdln countries on the other,
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the basic irection of
movements are te to
each other; while th Asia

rﬂm domhlll; South-east
a is steadily proceedi
ox:ﬂud Thllllthemllty::‘
fail to realise. However,
let us not pine for what is
not. Unlike South-east Asia,

there are structural weak-
nesses which prevent us

from emergi as d amic
economies of nti-
nent.

These Imutn:lml can best
be identified by comparing
the two su organisa-
tions represeniing these

ASEAN or Associa-
tion nmmt Asian Ht:;
tions y came into
ing as the bullwork against
communism. War was
on in Vietnam and il the
American intervention failed
there, it was believed, Thai-
land was the next target. Se-
curity remained the prime
concern. Economic growth
was still a distant

All that had undergon: a
fantastic transformation. The
history is all too well known.
However, the most remark-
able statesman shown by
ASEAN leaders ol that time
had been their vision of a

g the ucurlty
alliance into a
development with trade u
the engine of economic
growth. ASEAN is now over a
quarter century old. It is now
a robust ymthﬁ.l.l hip
following the path of Euro-
an Union in the decades
llnwing the Second World

South Asian Association
for onal Cooperation or
SAARC was an initiative of
1980s by President Ziaur
Rahman of Bangladesh but

conceived inspité of the
I N an artlde umth: T.t.llie'
e pth T RS B
BHEbunf bnd fI";lth of
stu rnness, o ypocri

and of willfully planing to '!"’

a fake electlnn

nthl:ru The Daily Star has
invited the BNP-insiders to
share their views with its

readers. Whether they will
take up the gauntlet and

| establish their case is their

business. | do not know how
their mind is working. More
80, H&.ﬁuuelhmmmebﬂt
hume after a !reiu'

abroad and haven

ther the BNP Ehnjrpe:mn or
its general secretary since

concerned about the
welfare and their abi

| faith in a democratic pollﬂa

order. Here | would given my
views as a non- individ-
ual about Mr Kibria's asser-
Eglm:r:d in the ar-
e S0
as to wh tzllza Em
The rm:r diplomat has
very aptly said t however
much one would like to
hoodwink others, truth fi-
comes out of its own.
And he has invited the for-
eign envoys here to bear tes-
timony to what he lists as the
main points of deliberation
d the final round ef
talks being fully aware that

won't indulge in some
such undiplomatic move. We
have to inside knowl
what the negotlaturu nf

of
th
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Sir,
thuugh vauking article

Thanks fnr

publish your esteemed
plper on 10th and 11th Jan-
'96. 1 hope the sug-
constitutional changes
due weight when
tutional experts or.
honourable members of Par-
liament sit for amendment,
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per capita income, already offers
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leaders of the cooperating countries.
unresolved issues of the poverty inducing alterna- less. can we cooperate for
the subcontinent, in particu- tive policy: the enemy of en- our mutual benefits, instead
lar, the Kashmir dispute. It emy is my friend. Pakistan of the thoughts from the

was the end of the Second

World War which gave birth
to Eu Union. Peace in
Vietnam ted ASEAN as
well as the emergence of dy-

namic Asian economies. We
wished to promote coopera-
tion in the subcontinent in-
spite of a continuing arms
race between the two largest

bours. Unfortunately,
we cannot slaughter the
geese and yet crave for the

golden eggs.

There is a conspicuous
lack of trust within South
Asia. The animosities are
deep-seated and the most
unfortunate aspect of the

scenario is that in-
stead of outstanding
problems and disputes, we

strive hard to live with
them. Sometimes. we even

thrive on them. We care

more about dying like heroes
instead of learning to live In

peace and harmony. Fthmt
nis were Er 0 ea
grass and e a nuclear

E"er when India blasted its
t atomic bomb and there
was joy in the slums of Cal-
cutta.

A common threat to na-
tional security would
inevitably foster alliance
among neighbouring coun-
tries. The Euro Union
was born out of the cold war
— the threat from East Eu-
rope. Initially, the South-east
Asian countries converged
towards each other because
of similar threats originating
from the cold war.

In South Asia, we threaten
each other. A common exter-
nal enemy was never there
while we never the
common internal enemy —
poverty. In fact, we followed

promoted military alliance
with the United States, while
Russian military hardwares
were stock in India.
i ASEAN is not dnnunntﬁd
one linﬂt coun . No
doubt there are big small
countries: Indonesia covers
three-time zones while Sin-

apore ll smaller than In-
o t:lt_vdak?rta

uwﬂ:r ndonesia alone
does not t the ma-
jority. In of SAARC, India
alone represents three- !nurth
of the and land
area the subcontinent.

all the states are

graveyard continually leading

~us to confrontation?

' It has been possible in
case of People's Republic of
China and Taiwan. [nspite of
the complete absence of po-
litical recognition of each
other. trade volumes are
growing and Taiwanese in-
vestments are pouring into
China. If that is so. then why
can't we promote trade as
well as other forms of eco-
nomic cooperation among
South Asian neighbours —

spite of the minefields, a
river barrage or ethnic vio-
lence? It is a belief that must
be cherished first by "the

Practically
bordering India and none of

Window on Asia

have

the other countries
common frontiers.
ASEAN and SAARC there-

fore do not hclun# to the
same cate act each
onal lnltiatlvc must de-

m

re
velop its own uni
tum of growth

ASEAN now envisions iln:lf
as an eventual common mar-
ket which., the rate of

growth in capita income,
already offers enormous eco-
nomic o unities. In case
of , It own compul-

sions in favour u{h m;ﬁl;;
cooperation must be car
nurtured by the leaders of
the cooperating countries.
First. it must be

that outstanding Hnlhmlr
problem or water lh is-
sues would remain. e-

leaders of the Subcontinent.
Up until very recent
times, trade linkages as the
basis of economic coopera-
tion were few and far be-
tween among . developing
countries of the world. The
unual pattern would include
export of primary products
from developing countries
against Impurt of manufac-
tured and capital goods from
developed countries. [t is
true lh.lt in 1970s, the total
volume of Intra-ASEAN trade
used to be very small. Since
then, decades of sustained
economic growth and un-
precedented industrial re-
structuring all over the
world, have resulted in
enormous expansion of in-
ternational trade. At the same

enormous economic opportunities. In case of SAARC, its
of economic cooperation must be carefully nurtured by the

time, its tion as well
as d1r¢ch¢}m undergone
significant changes. Within
South Asia, export of primary
commodities such as jute, tea
and cotton lost its impor-
tance. It is now textile,
leather products and pro-
cessed sea foods — cmtrgcl:g
as the basis of trade induy

ecununﬂt growth.

A large part of the interna-
tional trade of eastern India
and Nepal can efficiently pass
through Bangladesh ports;
while Indian machinery ex-
ports can find new markets
in Bangladesh. Bangladesh
can secure a billion-dollar
fertilizer and natural gas
market in India. These are
opportunities which should
lay the foundation of regional
economic cooperation.

Similar trade ibilities
exist between Pakistan and
india on the one hand and
Bangladesh and Pakistan on
‘the other. Gas and oil

pelines from Iran to India
through Pakistan would sub-
stantially augment energy
auEtha of both India and
Pakistan. Later on, those
pipelines can be extended to
sources in Central Asia.
Japanese investors, among
others. would find it more at-
tractive to invest if the entire
SAARC market instead of a
single country's is made
available to them. This may
lead to geographical sourc
of components and in case o
automobile industry, both
Sialkot and Ludhiana are
bound to nuper from manu-
facture arts. Even in
case of manu actures where
SAARC countries compete in
international markets, prod-
uct differentiation and mar-
ket se ts offer op
nities for intensification of
investment and trade all over

Why the Talks Failed

Professor M Maniruzzaman Miah replies to S A M S Kibria

the camps were talking
about. But as we th:rh from
news r re s the op-
muﬁpﬂlcadﬂnmﬁu beg-l
inter
tion of the Prime Hm
day in and day out, sa
that would pave the way a
caretaker /interim/pr
non-party government. e
l have been
Hl cauld re-

her office only after

an agreement was reached,

uthcrﬁaclmuumwuldhc

created that would plu

the coun in m
situation.
Now what Mr thrin an

coincides with the BNP-
view. What was the sticking
t then and what is the
mu;ﬁl:r Kibria clmrl
S iy ey
avowed stand in ﬂll!
tion? This needs r:lariﬂuﬂm
fmgﬂ those whndihm.
€ major t
between the Mm
to the question as to who
would head the interim gov-
ernment, one of the so-called
neutrals or the President. To
{[I ustify the opposition case Mr
bria invnm article 55 (2)
of the constitution. B
in the constitution to t-
tress the opposition ntand
only amuses us, to say the

least. Mr Kibria knows it well .

that article 55 (2) applies
only to the fnrmatl.ttﬂ of a

government as con-
stitution underpfnrmn] cir-
cumstances. How can you talk

his " retire-
ment/resignation can be-
come

Such ambitious
apart from
wanted close liaison wi
litical ‘parties of their c

while holding  government:
post, :umum:jn as
‘undesirable link the

vide the political music and administration and itics,
 they do not change parties, both. ot
| they basically be tnthe P, thtﬁ'omthemta
I do not know them' nmummdu"t-u and when
‘has . omitted a: - class, nthm« th:f mtﬂmdw
p. - | m
' : ! Dy- Ehﬂlter and .
dea - State Hllllter l;ahvlzu ﬂ
h .,r. &1@& M
puhle relpun-
umbers m be ﬂxed the .par-
. During . MHament which will save the

and
and
ministers

ati fr flat
guu::? of MPs

others to become
T a

be minimised.

. For obvious reason,

there is district quota

h‘ .

murmmmuu :
thcnextﬂve;rem o

binet) size should

about the constitution when
you are for an abnormal
and extra-constitutional mea-
sure? Mr Kibria tells us fur-
ther that BNFP negotiators
were stubborn in regard
to the date of helding the
{nll.l by 22 Februuy and in-

s this as the surest

explici
us? How then the
m::tlun be
tiable? Mr Kibria would
us to believe that the learned
Court would bail us
out of a " crisis” . created will-

f;mybyhunmnm

the talks failed?

It faliad cause it was
doomed to failure ab initio. It
piy foundered at the hard
rock of constitutional impos-
sibility if we would be allowed

g

fwnﬂtﬁ?ﬂﬂﬂﬂ!ﬂﬂlﬂﬂm

greater district haﬂsy%e
“appointing Minister, -
ister or te Minister.

Too much concentration
of Ministers from same area
creates rivalry amongst
themselves and the Cabinet

- i looses ltq repreuntatlve

Sir, The sent govern-
ment on taking office in
1991 had a:muum:ed a num-
ber of liberal economic pro-

Hmrt'helm we have not

‘seen any major upturn in the

volume of our invest-
ment in the industrial or
ngrlcultura.l sector. The in-

reﬂud lk?mnurcmmu]r

from time to time a
t deal of incentives for
gn inves . But, in re-

ality, the inflow of Fore

Direct Investment (FDI) has

been very in

even to
countries around us

Sri Lanka, Thai- °

. Vietnam and Pakistan.

. neutral. Are we loo

theaame'

made it public. | think
should come out and tell the
whole nation, why. Mr Kibria
invited the foreign diplomats
to come to his rescue but no
aled to some of our own.
r. Kibria has decried the
rigidity of the BNP in the ne-
gotiations. Thank God,
were rigid otherwise the
country was being led to the

brink of a precipice.
ucund reason for
!K_hlt:h the s could not

succeed is the very unclear
nature of the demand: a gov-
ernment composed of neu-
tral, non-party . A non-
arty Individual can be
dentified. But how can one
define the red herring,

neutral individua or
institutions, say the Supreme
Court, or the Presidency or
the office of the speaker. If
we look for individuals
outside institutions there can
be no ent and we will
only land ourselves in an
interminable debate albeit,
there is no dearth of men of
unquestionable integrity in
our society. In 1990 the
pirtle:l and the 4.1-,:::! le
un gingly accept the

Chﬁdunﬂ:e of thl:ﬁl::?nuprmlc

- Court as their president; The
.choice was office, not by
individual. e line drawn

between the two is a fine one

but one should appreciate

that. We do not know if some
;laeople want us to go back

years when  the
fragmented Bengali nation

for a.

due to continuous internal
disorder finally chose a
(ino disrespect meant) call

al as t
ctathlrdrealcmwh_me
talks could not be fruf is
the impractical nature of the
demand. Mr Kibria in his list
of three points centering
round which the talks were
gﬂnw that after
gwnmem m
he held to revise the elec-
toral - rolls, depoliticize the
Fovermnc_ nt etc. There is an
n ity here. After the
n of a neutral, non-
ﬁ:'ty government why should
be involved again
in mntt:ﬂ of election is not
clear to us. Over and above lt
would be impractical to
for a new electoral ro I
among others. How long
would the country wait in an
uncertain situation?

From the above one may
draw the econclusion that the
talks were not meant to be
successful. At least they were
not aimed at ensu free
and fair election, is
the expressed stance of the
opposition. We' feel - it more
because a non- govern-
ment by itself not and
would not ensure free and
fair polls. Dr Kamal Hossain
has crying hoarse over
the last few years that unless
black money and terrorism
are eliminated there can be
no free and fair'election. But

this does not seem to have
cut much ice simply because

Investment reported on oc-
casions in the press may be
uut}l;'md as below :f
Poor image of our coun-

try abroad.

‘2) Lack of infrastructural
facilities.

3) Lack of one-stop ser-
vices for investors.

4) Lack of implementation

“of dednmd and coor-
'_dinltlt:m t govern-
pu'li uent s keu and
thne disadvan-
tugen to incentives
‘and. facilities

enjoyed by other competing
countries.

8) Procedure and prob-
lems of customs clearance.

9) Lack of trained human
o 10) m:n':lf éndu?trla] Lr::;

rmation ata for po
making.

. 11) Bureaucratic tangles
and corruption in govern-
ment and semi-government

12) Rapid import and
trade liberalization and their
negative effects on the local
manufact industries.

13) Banking system and

interest rate for indus-
al credit.

14) Lack of funds for the
publicity and promotional
campaign to compete with
countries.

15) Dearth of competent
ement force fully con-
versant with an international

language like English.

Hemedill measures, not°’

hllgle 'if there's a will',
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Sir, Your nl:wu
reported that the

«sador in Dhaka m

"engineer” a negotiat
tion of the current political
impasse in our country by in-
volving leaders of the major
political parties. He is how-
ever most respectfully re-
minded that this is our do-
mestic issue which does not
warrant a "Third Party” inter-
ference from outside. One
wonders how the great
American ple would react
if the B adesh Ambassador
in Washington invited all the
President ton's men and
the Republican leaders in the
at his residence to
reach an ement on the
current bu crisis in
the USA in the name of
<of democ-
cy? In inter-state relations
thc re})rinclple of equal
implies that what
is sauce fur the gander is
sauce for the goose.

ASM Islam
42/5, South Badda, Dhaka
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Amendment in
Constitution

Sir, True there is no pro-
vision in our Constitution for
holding a general election
under a caretaker govern-
ment.

It is crystal clear vide Ar-
ticle 142 of our Constitution
how we can amend our
Constitution.

Our Constitution. however,
does not tell us whether we
would make a ‘post facto' or
‘de facte' amendment
therein. We may therefore
can make both ‘de facto' and

 ples..

tlnn

tion of our

for
education under a different
system. Madrasha students

ASEAN and SAARC : Are They Comparable?

ATI’DHS belonging to

South Asia.

Trincomale (in Sri Lanka)
can be developed into a dee
water SAARC port as a result
of which trade opportunities
of all South Asian countries
can be substantially ex-
panded. Why not develop An-
daman islands as the duty
free export processing zone
where entrepreneurs from all
over the subcontinent would
find safe haven and instead of
being fugitive labour else-
where, rt manufacturing
within South Asia might be-
come the major centre of
demand for migrant workers.
In Nepal, hydel power gener-
ation can meet electricity re-
quirements of three SAARC
countries for atleast one

hundred years. Like Switz:r;
land. mir has the poten-
tial to become the

"Playground of Asia" and
tourism can contribute sev-
eral billion dollars to thc
economy of the "Paradise on

However, these would
never happen until we jointly
recognise poverty as our
number one enemy. Only
then, intra-SAARC trade, in-
vestment. technology trans-
fer and development of
transport, communication
and tourism could take place
for our mutual benefits. The
haunted fantasies of the past
should be supplanted by the
great opportunities of tomor-
row.

That was what the ASEAN
leaders did 25 years ago.
There are territorial disputes
within ASEAN. Conflicts fre-

quently arise over fishin
rightu Yet the principle o
constructive engagement is
held in high esteem. ASEAN
member countries firmly be-
lieve that cooperation and
not confrontation should be
the answer at all times.

.Basically, there is a crisis
of understanding within
South Asia. Unfortunately, it
has remained a problem
since early part of this cen-

tury.

this prescription does not
suit

Those who believe in
democracy cannot but feel
pained to see that an election
to the parliament is being
held without the participa-
tion of the major ition
.pnlith:nl parties. However for

party in power perhaps
th:re was no option. But pu
tics is a ::untlnunul
and all is not lost. [t wnuld

be advisable on the part of
the newly elected govern-
ment to assess public opinion
on, .pre-relectoral non-party
government and bring about
necessary changes in the
constitution. Our constitution
unlike that of Norway for ex-
ample, entitles the Prime
Minister to advise the Presi-
dent to dissolve the parlia-
ment and arrange to hold
mid-term elections. If a na-
tional consensus is reached
another election can be held

at an appropriate moment.

Every body has to accept that
the country bel to all the
120m ple not to an

individual or a particular
party. And no one should
therefore try to impose his
her opinion on others. All
parties should, however,
on some basic prlncl-
These are, respect for
thn constitution, continuation
of a democratic political
o Coct richie of fha s
: ts o e 3

Enough enough. Th

no is . The

The author is former Vin:
Chancellor of Dhaka Univer-

an ln.de
sovereign and

we can our

pelitical and constitutional
people’s votes.

Let us therefore hold a

free, fair, meaningful, peace-
ful and credible general tlnc
tion under a caretaker
ernment headed either
Chief Justice of
Afzal or former Presi-
dent Shahabuddin Ahmed
and make 'post facto'
amendment in our Constitu-

It may be mentionied here

that the Constitution of the
People's
Bangladesh is itself a '‘post
facte' Constitution. We made -
our- Constitution on 4th
November 1972 and it was

Republic of

ven effect from 26th March
971, the day of proclama-

ependence.

O H Kabir
Dhaka-1203

Madrasha education

Sir. | find no justification
keeping the Madrasha

are also s ng all subjects
of science including addi-
tional on Islamic sub-
jects. So in this era of
science and technology
madrasha education

should be reformed and

modernized and integrated
with the mainstream.

M Zahidul
Assistant
Bangladesh Agricultural
Institute, Dhalca-1207.
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