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Benglish?

by Farah Ghuznavi

In the last few years, much has been
made of the version of English that is
spoken in India. Certainly, whether you like
it or loathe it, there is little denying that it
has a unique character of its own. From the
habit of shortening words to unrecognisable
monosyllables. to the charms of the accent
in which the words are uttered, it opens up
a whole new world for most of us. For

- example, when my Indian friend described
her fiance as "a nice guy. but just too senty
man,” she wasn't just shortening the word
"sentimental” to describe his personality,
what she actually meant by that was that he
was somewhat hypersensitive about
emotional matters!

It takes a while to figure out, but once
you get the basic idea, you shouldn’'t have
any problems understanding the mysteries
of communication in Indian English. The
basic rule in "anything goes”! This was
evidenced by the question posed by another
friend, a college student, who asked me,
when | went to visit her, "SHall we get some
g-jams and hot sams?" As | stared at her in
total puzzlement, she translated the
mysterious query to me as being, "Shall we
get some gulab jamuns and hot samosas?"

On this side of the border, we have
developed our own unique version of
English as well. We have not as yet received
the international recognition that Indian
English has, but perhaps the time has come
for that to change, and for "Benglish”
(otherwise known as Bengali-English) to
take its own place on the international
stage. The gertius of Benglish comes not
from merely shortening words, but from
totally changing the English words from
their original meaning, and thereby foxing
anyone who has the temerity to think that
they actually understand English quite well!

A conversation overheard over one of
Dhaka's endless crossed lines had a friend
of mine completely puzzled. A man and a
woman were following the time-honoured
Dhaka tradition of conducting a deep and
meaningful romance with a total stranger
over the phone, when the woman became
indignant and said accusingly to the man, "I
just want to make friendship with you, but |
can see that you are trying to roomdate!”
When she asked me in bemusement what
‘roomdating” involved, | had to confess my
total ignorance. However, when | asked
another friend, a strong proponent and
experienced hand at Benglish what was
going on in this conversation. she was able
to enlighten me. The woman was clearly
looking for a meaningful long-term romance

(here codenamed "making friendship”); the
man however was a cad and a bounder, who
was seeking an opportunity for an illicit

consummation of their relationship i.e. a

roomdate (when they are actually having a

date and they are both physically present in .

the same room for unnamed nefarious

purposes)!

Another factor which can occasionally
give rise to hilarity is when a situation
occurs when someone speaking in English
is conversing with someone speaking in
Benglish. Thus, a friend's fat was
recently quite shocked when a ]%ﬁ rdinate
of his stormed out of the office almost
weeping with rage at something. he had
said. What he had actually said, upon being
handed a piece of substandard work from
this employee was, "What is this nonsense?"
What followed was an outraged tirade from
this gentleman, who shrieked; "You are
calling me a nonsense?! Who do you think
you are? So what if you are my boss? | will
not put up with anyone calling me a
nonsense! | am not going to work were

anymore!”

Another opportunity for such a linguistic
misunderstanding to arise in a relationship
was also illustrated to me by the comments
of a male friend who was desperately (and
rather unsuccessfully) suffering the pangs of
puppy love for one of Dhaka's most sought
after young women. Upon being bracingly
told that even this would pass he moaned
"You don't understand how hard it is. I feel
her so much. | must tell her that | feel her”.
Since | was pretty sure that no such
opportunity for intimacy had arisen between
the two, I found myself being forced to
point out to him that by going around
making such claims, he was putting himself
in the likely position of having his ears
boxed by the lady in question! .

But my favourite example of Benglish
(and its total disregard for English
grammar!) remains the much loved and oft
used phrase "mydear manush” (please note
that "mydear” is one word here. and that

"manush” means person). The highest
compliment that people seem to give
someone goes alone the lines of saying, "He
is really a 'mydear’ fellow to me!" Just
remember that the worst thing you can do
when someone says this is to smirk to
yourself . . .the person might take offence at
your lack of respect for his ."mydear
manush.” and given what can happen when
you use the word "nonsense” unwarily. who
knows what this might lead to!
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@ GRAMEEN TRUST

Grameen Bank Bhaban
Mirpur 2, Dhaka 1216

EMPLOYMENT NOTICE

Applications are invited for positions in the a)

Resecarch on Poverty Alleviation and b) Grameen Bank

Programme. Applicants may come |
from any academic background : Social Sciences, The Natural
Sciences, Engincering and Technology, Communications,

International Replication

Commerce., Mcdicine etc.

Positions are available in the following spccialiscd arcas:

1. Monilonng and Evaluation

2  Accounts
3. Commumication
4. Administration

: Expenenced, specialised knowl-
edge relevant to Grameen Trust

activities, creative m

skill, kmwledg-: of dealinig with
international organisations, re- l

scarch experience, persons with
innovative ideas, with or without

Ph. D. _
L Mid-level Executive : Same.as above, but relatively less ||| 2 77 & 367 Gfeferm wwat 2¢ wreme bram aiftems
P— :{xpcnﬂ:d - | fodn e ¢ afpEEle ANEl Yo TETE TN RS
. Jun xecutives : Mastler-degree, Excellent wnitin o G
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guages, special skill 1n any rele-

vail arca.

Age: Senior : below: 50, Mid-level: below 40, Jumior below 30.

Female candidates will be given priority.
If any appl

can apply.
Salary : Negotiable

Plcase apply with complete curriculumn vitae,

certificates, detailed description of expenence and a

size photograph. Last date of application is
case we don't find the n

receive applications even after that datc.

Umln.r cach specialiscd arca, there will be three levels of posi-

icant can make a casc that she/he has a
skill which will be useful for Grameen Trust projects she/he

applicant, we will continue to

Managing Director
Grameen T rust

PM takes iftar
with orphans

Primme Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia had her {tar yes-
terday with the orphans and

alems at 30 Hare Road, re-
ports BSS.
for The Prime Minister

talked to them and enquired
about their welfare. The

was attended by State Minis-
ter for religious Affairs MA
Mannan and State Minister
for Social Welfare Fazlur
Rahman.
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This fa:rml}r has taken shelter on the I"ﬂﬂd*EldE aﬂber their hnuse was gutted in a fire at the
slum behind the Dapa post-office at Futullah on the out-skirts of the capital yesterday.

— Star photo

Blrth centenary of Ne
Subhash Bose observed

Netaji Subhash Chandra
Bose is a pride of Bengal and
a great son of the sub-conti-
nent who became a legend by
establishing ‘Azad Hind Fn?.z
to &pcarhr.ad the str

independence from the Bri-
tish, reports BSS.
It was observed by the

speakers at a discussion

marking his birth centenary
Bakr.ﬁmlu Zainul manch of
thc Institute of Firne Arts of

Dhaka University ycutu'da .
¢ t’}lhc d.lar:uﬁalnn is thc
of the r
by Hetai Engbﬁ ane
Janma Shatabarshlki Udjapon
Parishad' which was formed
in the city recently with in-
tellectuals literatures, jour-
nalists and cultural activists
of the country

The parishad convenor
and historian Dr Sirajul Islam
was jn the chair while its
secretary Harun Habib read
out a paper on the life and
activities of the great leader.

Among others, poet Belal
Choudhury. Shamsuzzaman
Khan, Mofidul Huq, Lt Col
{rttd] AIM Nurunnabi Bir
Bikram and Zakaria Dweep

Harun Habib, a journalist,
described Netaji as a unique
personality with rare human

ualities who wanted total
reedom of all, irrespective of
caste and creed, of the sub-
continent from the clutches
of im alism.

Habib expressed the hope
that today’'s generation would
take lessons from the life,
politics and spirit of the
great leader like Netaji who
was completely free from
communalism.

Other speakers said his
brand of politics had helped
narrow the between Hin-
dus and Muslims Ultimately
abolishing communalism.

They said Netaji's Azad
Hind Fouz had inspired all ir-
rcspcctive of rcligluns and

ally the women in those
3 en the struggle for
independence was at its

Belal Choudhury said the

«youth force may draw inspira-

tion from Netaji.
. Dr Islam said holding of
such programmes for the

first time in adesh was
significant from the historical
perspective.

| Mohammad Salauddin o

DUJ condemns
termination of
Inqilab newsman

The adjourned meeting of
the executive committee of
Dhaka Union of Journalists
(DUJ) was held yesterday at
the Jatiya Press gf b with the
DUJ president Zahirul Huq in
the chair, reports BSS.

The DUJ in a resolution
condemned the termination
of the BFUJ assistant secre-
tary general Masud Nizami
from the Daily Ingilab. The
meeting demanded immedi-
ate reinstatement of Nizami
to his sition and said
otherwise, the journalists
union would be compelled to
initiate programmes for
greater movement.

The meeting relieved the
unit chief of Daily Ingilab
his
responsibilities and directed
the deputy unit chief of the
newspaper to reorganise the
unit in consultation with the
DUJ organising secretary
within ten days. The meeting
was adjourned till 12 noon
January 28.

took part in the discussion.

Int'l workshop
on jute Jan 28

A three-day international
workshop on ‘Jute and the
Environment' will be held at

hotel Abakash in Mohakhali

on Jan 28, reports UNB.

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas will be the chief guest
in the inaugural session.

Under the auspices of the
International Jute Organisa-
tion, the workshop will be

articipated by scientists and
5:1: a?:a from ladesh,

Chlna Egy%t India, Nepal.
Thailand e Netherlands,

Japan, Pakistan and Sweden.

CU viva-voce

CHITTAGONG. Jan 23:
The viva-voce examination of
MA final year in the Depart-
ment of Philosophy of the
Chitta nn% University for the
year will commence
from February 10.
BSS

It further said that the
oral test of the thesis group
of MSc. final year in the De-

artment of C,yhtmiutr}r 1991
inorganic group) will be held

on January 31.

Appointment

Major General Abu Kaisar
Fazlul Kabir, ndc. psc, has
recently been appointed as
Director General of the
Bangladesh Institute of In-
ternational and Strategic
Studies (BIISS), a premier
think tank in the country.
Major General Kabir has re-
placed Major General Ghulam
Quader. who has returned to
Bangladesh Army as Engi-
neer-in Chief, says a press
release.

reports

Biswas, Khaleda
greet Arafat

President Abdur Rahman
Biswas and Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia in sepa-
rate messages [elicitated
Yasser Arafat on his being
elected the President of the
state of Palestine, reports
BSS.

In a message to Arafat,
Biswas said: "on the occasion
of your brilliant victory
elections for the President of

the state of Palestine. | would |

like to extend to your excel-
lency my heartiest felicita-
tions on my own behalfl as
well as on behalf of the gov-

ernment and the people of

:ler amr:trclr pray to the
o

Mnﬁghtr Allah for your excel-
Imr}rn ong life, good health,
iness and succéss in

Ita ng the people of Pales-
tine to lasting peace, |
progress and pros rity-

gum Zia aal "the gov-

crnment and the pf‘ﬁph‘ of
J{}adcah join me in ex
tending to your excellency
our sincerest congratulations
on your splendid victory in
the recent elections for the

President of the state of
Palestine.”

"On this happy occasion, |
would like to reaffirm that
Bangladesh has consistently
extended unwavering support
and will continue to do so to
help our Palestinian brethren
in their just struggle to re-
alise lasting peace. progress
and prosperity.

in the |

cment

e R

particular wrare 38 cwgyifa

(¥ (AT BIAGIE Trasil, WYh! JHATa e wra
SASGH] WIFENY oawia -

5g¢ w1 3 Yolb, ) Qe brene At
208, too b7 giteew

YA 4T L@ A Yo (WU A6
(S Fu Jawta fary ey o4

. STGTR PRCet e faw

2%l =g 06 :,‘-‘?

copies of

passport
29,96. In

u|1.

=S (SIJJ DI ==

ConaE F1uG-a e, frourad wien T efefuw

lﬂlmi] 1 91 51

1| 'F'hih*% l:'ill J.'I- I. 11-1:'1 'I{il.ll. 1“““1 .lqu ﬁlll“ltilﬂ"? 'l' i '|.'!”,| IIII -
1 Lot "1|

Rt L |1' 1"41'

| |'|_| ”''|'|'1I||||,||1|L1|||I_|:II '|'| Hl'la:'ﬁfll'qll ki

_-.'_"_‘:I.I-:.t. Il:: = {
: ‘ E*-I Sl .5:.; w u w

VESSEL

@ EVERGREEN

NOTICE TO CONSIGNEES /SHIPPERS

The Denily Star 3

a

Happy Marriage Day
To

- re——

Farooque and Yesmm (Rozy)

May Allah bless you both with
health, happiness and hope!
With love from:

Rekha, Baby, Bhaia & Amma

AMERICAN ADMISSION TESTS INSTITUTE
TOEFL, SAT, GMAT, GRE

Limited seats (only 10 students per class).
First-come First-served basis. Admissions going
on. Classes begin: January 31, 1996

o Taught Multi-Racial students @ Bangladesh Highest Score

(Mostly US Aliens and a few in Sat: 1520 (April '1992), 1530

US Citizens) in CHICAGO, (Dec, 1993), 1450 (June, 1994).
ILLINOIS STATE, USA for ® GMAT Highest Score 630 (Od, 1394)
11 Years from 1974-85. ® 90% TOEFL students Score 550+

® 70% SAT students Score 12004
e World's Highest Score in @ Largesl collection of TOEFL, SAT
TOERL$77 (Aug,'92 and Jan,'94). & COLLEGE GUIDE Materials.

N Students can choose their class time_from
8 a.m to 8 p.m and also the days they like.

contact: FARUQ ALAM, "PSYCHE"

(Eldest son of Prof. M.U. Ahmed, Former
Principal, Dhaka College; & Former Acting
Chatrman, Public Service Commission)
135, AZIMPUR ROAD (Near China
Bulilding), Dhaka. Phone: 865715

® 21 Years Teaching Experience.

FEEDER VESSEL M. V. FONG SHIN VOY 9601 IMP. ROT NO. 63/96 IS EXPECTED TO
ARRIVE CHITTAGONG OUTER ANCHORAGE ON OR ABOUT 23.01.1996 WITH EVERGREEN
CONTAINERS RELAYED AT SINGAPORE EX FOLLOWING VESSELS :-

PORT

s e

VESSEL PORT

o BNSK LEAM CHABANG EVER RACR HONG KONG
0705=028 0b56RW-008 KAOHSIUNG
E. BREEZE LEAM CHABANG LOS ANGELES |
0706=257 NAPLES
E. GOING JEDDAH PUSAN e
ol  0079-066E TRIESTE YOKKATCHT
PANCON 3 - =
M 31128 PASIR GUDANG U. PERMAT SEMA RANG
EVER RIGHT CHARLESTON 0278-278 -
0655RW-021 HONG KONG
- PUERTQ CABELLO

CONSIGNEES ARE REQUESTED
CARGOES UNCLEARED WITHIN u45 DAYS FROM THE ARRIVAL DATE OF THE VESSEL WILL
BE DISPOSED WITHOUT ANY REFERENCE TO THE CONSIGNEES, AS PER CUSTOM RULES.

M. V. FONG SHIN VOY 9602 WILL ALSO LOAD CONTAINERS UNDER EXF. ROT NO.b62/96
FOR SINGAPORE FOR ONWARD TRANSHIPMENT TO U.S.A. EAST & WEST COASTS,
EUROPEAN, U.K. & MEDITERRANEAN PORTS.

CLEAR THEIR CARGOES IMMEDIATELY ON DISCHARGE.

FOR DETAILS AND CARGO BOOKINGS
PLEASE CONTACT OUR BANGLADESH AGENTS:

) s\ Baridhi Shipping Lines Limited

( A HRC COMPANY)

-y
DHAKA CHITTAGONG KHULNA

- 19%F Sena Kalyan Bhaban Mez/F, Jiban Bima Bhaban 1. Miapara Road o
195 Motijheel Com. Area 1053 Sk. Mujib Rd. Agrabad (PTI Moor)
Tel: 864546-0 Tel: 506142, 500584 Tel: 25255, 25123 -
Th: 632668 BSLL BJ, 632656 HRC BJ Thx; 633147 BSLL BJ, 633126 HRC BJ  Tix. 633302 HRC BJ

Telefax : 880-2-863734, 866446

Telefax: 880-31-710625 Teletax: 880-41-21175 |
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