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No new face in
India's WC team

BANGALORE, Jan 22: In-
dia named three s in
their 14-man uacg today for

the cricket World Cup start-
ing on February 14. reports

Reuter.
Leg-spinner Anil Kumbile,
left-arm spinner Venkatapa-

thy Raju 'and off-spinner

Aashish Ka r were in the

team whic contained no

:uw:l.
e do not want to exper-

iment for the World Cup,”

chief Indian selector Gun-
dappa Vishwanath 'said,
adding the selectors had
stuck to a proven formula.
The squad will attend a
cunditlon;ng candllp until
February 2 before dispersing
for six days of rest and re-

assembling at Calcutta on

February 9.
SQUAD

Mohammad Azharuddin

(captain), Sachin Tendulkar,
Manoj Prabhakar,

Navjot Sidhu, Vinod Kambli,
Sanjay Manjrekar,
Mongia (wicketkeeper),
Aashish Ka . Ja Sri-
nath, Anil

Salil Ankola.

S Africa name
WC squad

PORT ELIZABETH. Jan
21: South Africa on Sunday
included teenage wrist-
spinner Paul Adams in their
14-man squad for next
month's World Cup

tournament in India, Pakistan
reports

and Sri
Reuter.

The 19-year-old bowler
with a
recently an playing first-
class cricket, had been
viewed as something of a
selection gamble because of
his relative inexperience.

Adams., man-of-the-match
in South Africa's 14-run

victory over England in the
sixth one-day international

on Friday, was named in the

Lanka,

squad after South Alfrica's 64-
run win over England in the
seventh and match at St

's Park on Sunday.

Seamer Fanie de Villiers,
who missed the entire Test
series because of a groin
strain, was included in the
squad. But there was no place
for hard-hitting all-rounder
Adrian Kuiper — named man-
of-the-match on Sunday for
his unbeaten 61 from 66
deliveries.

Wicketkeeper Dave
Richardson, who broke a
finger during South Africa's
win on Friday, has been
replaced by Steve Palframan.

SQUAD
Hansie Cronje (captain),
Craig Matthews, Gary
Kirsten,
Jacques Kallis, Daryll
Cullinan, Jonty Rhodes, Brian
McMillan, Shaun Pollock,
Steve Palframan, Pat :
Fanie de Villiers, Allan

Donald, Paul Adams.

Spain surprise

BARCELONA. Jan 22: In
sharp contrast to their glori-
ous 4-1 win over the Nether-
lands on Sunday, India did
not have a shot on in a

"0-0 draw with Spain in
the men's Olympic hockey

qualifying tournament today,
"Reuter

The result brought to an
eridd Spain's 100 per cent
start to the competition after
two wins, but with five points
they stay top of the standings.

India, still unbeaten after
their opening three matches.
moved into second place
with four points.

Unbeaten Britain defeated
Belarus 4-1 to move up to
third place. Belarus have no
points after three games.

US secure
3rd spot

LOS ANGLES, Jan 22: The
United States, led by a goal
from all-time American top
scorer Eric Wynalda, de-
feated Guatemala 3-0 to take
third glace in the CONCACAF
Gold Cup on Sunday, reports
Reuter.

In the match between the
losing semifinalists, the
Americans, who lost disap-

ntingly to Brazil 1-0 on
fridtmrwfe mabc;c to work
or cto a dogged
Guatemala, wl?n had lost 1-0
to Mexico on Friday.

With rain pouring down
on a sell-out crowd of more
than 80,000, passing was
made difficult huge pud-
dles on the field and skilled
play was almost impossible.

It was not until three
minutes from the end. that
the Americans could breathe
easily, when Manchester
United's Jovan Korovski
cooly sidefooted home after
ru onto a Claudio Reyna
pass that split the defence.

In the 24th minute
Guatemalas Juan Carios Plata
broke down the left and his
low cross was met by a
stretching Jorge Rodas, but
the ball rolled just wide, with
Keller beaten.

The US stormed back in
the rain and first
Wynalda scored with a
downward header from a
Reyna cross imn the 34th
minute. The goal was his
22nd and gave Wynailda the
all-time record for goals for
the US national team.

Then three minutes later,
Cobi Jones broke on the
right, his cross was back-
heeled out by a defender and
Jefl Agoss was on the spot to
power home from 25 yards.

Ajay Jadeja,

umble, Venkatesh
Prasad, Venkatapathy Raju,

action who only

Andrew Hudson,.
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h
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AUCKLAND,
New Zealand,
Jan 22: New
Zealand wiped
out a 75 run fir-
st i defi-
cit against Zimbabwe on the
third day of the second Test
here Monday and at the close
had scored 138 without

—

losing a wicket, report agen-
cies

Craig Spearman was 71
not out and Twose 57
not out, giving Zealand a
lead of 63 runs.

New Zealand trailed by 75

runs on the first after
Zimbabwe reached 6 for
nine in the session

Spearman completed his
first Test half-century, while
former English professional
Twose's third Test half-cen-
tury had taken him four
hours and came from over
200 balls.

Their unbroken stand
represents the first century

partnership for New

aland since John Wright
and Mark Greatbatch put on
111 against Australia in 1993.

Spearman said the pair
had batted with the intention
ul:rf occu htlhc crease for as
ong as possible.

E1111.: batsmen had a meet-
ing and decided that the
game was pretty well ad-
vanced after two days — with
all but both innings over —

and the most important ’

was that we batted for time,
said.
"We want to get into such

a strong position that we

can't lose, and hopefully
on for a win.

“If we hadn't batted for a
long time today we could
have been in some trouble."

Zimbabwe earlier took a
useful first innings lead as
their lower-order scored im-

pressively.
Leadi Zimbabwe bats-
man David Ho ton had to

retire hurt on 1 — his foot
in ter after being hit by a

from Robert Kennedy —
but the Zimbabwe tail-enders
added 95 for the last two
wickets.

Eddo Brandes made a
hard-hitting 39, including
two sixes, as he added 79 in
81 minutes with Pgul Strang.
He hit sixes off Kennedy and
Dipak Patel before he was

ttz‘ﬂlﬂlmhnﬂe
to hit a from Patel out o

ul Strang made a hard-
t 44 before he, too, hit a
ball from Patel in the air,

where Adam Parore took the
catch at mid-wicket.

Bryan Strang was not out

on 14 when the innings

ended. :

For New Zealand, Geoff Al-
lott took three for 56 and
Chris Cairns had two-for 92.
Patel was nsive, his

two late wickets costing 60
‘runs off 12 overs.

Gavin Larsen had one for
30 off 21 overs and Kennedy

a disappointing one for 73.
SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard at tea on the

Kiwis firm in control

third day of the second Test
between New Zealand and
Zimbabwe at Eden Park here

Mum:
ZEALAND: First in-
nings 251 (Parore 84, Cairns
5?} Streak 3-50, B Strang 3-
64).

ZIMBABWE: First innings

(overnight 231-7)
gﬂlﬁh hiﬂ:bm 125
c
wmcﬁmh;{:nm Z
Houghton retired 104
St B
Wishart b Larsen T
Streak b Caims 2
P Strang ¢ Parore b Patel 44
Brandes c Astle b Patel 39
B Bl'l'? not out 14
Extras: (1b, 11ib, 6nb, 2w) D
Total: 326
Fall of wickets:1-5; 2-38:
3-50; 4-138;5-196; 6-217; 7-
222; 8-310; 9-326.

BOWLING: O M RW
Caims - 31 12:-92 2
Allott 23 7 58 3
Ke 20 3-73.1
Patel 12 0 60 2
Larsen 21 8 30 1
Astle g 1390
NEW ZEALAND: Second
Spearman not out n
~ Twose not out ~
Extras: (b-4, Ib-6) 0
total (for no wki, 64 overs) 138
BOWLING: O M RW
Streak 12 3 29 0
Boreng 16 5 18 0
B AU
‘Campbell 2 0 30

MELBOURNE,

Jan 22: Interna-
- tional Cricket
| Council match
L _j referee Graham

— will att-
empt to mediate a peace
between Australian and Sri
Lankan cricketers after a
serious deterioration in rela-
tions, the Australian newspa-
per reported on Monday, re-

agencies.

Dowling, who has over-
seen the current controver-
sial Test series between the
two sides. intervened after
Australia's win in an acrimo-
nious World Series limited
overs final on Saturday.

"Clearly tensions have
been building during the
series. Behind the scenes,

effort has been made to
set down, clear the

air.” Dowling was quoted as

Dowling will meet with
senior pla and team man-

ement from both sides be-
fore the third and final Test,
%nrggg inh Adelaide on

u L the ' pi
le.ru]j?l-cld thll:‘r;rhl 2-0
and also won the one-day
series which also included
_the West Indies.

said:

Dowling's belated wisdom

-

“I've got to try and get to
the nuhg{::f the problem —
problems, plural — so that we

can on and have a
Test gt::tatch to round uffl the
series,” Dowling told the pa-
per.

Australia beat the Sri

Lankans by t runs on Sat-
urday in an ill-tempered one-
day match at the Sydney

Ground that featured
several heated and ex-

changes between the players.
Australian skipper Mark
Taylor had ask for Sri

Lanka's off-field woes not to
interfere with the on-field
relations between the two
teams, which had been good
until t's second

final of the Series lim-
ited-overs tournament in

The rain-affected match
was marred by a heated clash
between Australian wicket-
keeper lan Healy and Sri

Lankan captain Arjuna
Ranatunga, while Australian
fast Glenn McGrath

deliberately obstructed Sri

'Lankan batsman Sanath Jaya-

ﬂt:tmtfw:c:m.
the game, -cap-
tain Aravinda de Silva refused
to shake hands with Taylor.

The Sri Lankans already

are in Adelaide preparing for

the third Test nst Aus-
tralia, which begins on
Thursday.

Sri Lankan officials have
said they want to meet with
ACB oflicials and Interna-
tional Cricket Council match
referee Graham Do of
New Zealand before the
match to discuss several
problems which have arisen
on their tour. “ "

Australia's three-Test

series against the Sri Lankans
has been overshadowed by
several controversial inci-

It_ii:ntni The tourists were
ound Fuu and then exoner-
ated b-ﬂrtmmduﬂng
last month's first st in

Perth. Off-spinner Muttiah
Muralitharan was subse-

_quently no-balled for throw-

the second Test in
in the

ing during
Melbourne later
monith. ’

Both incidents prompted
swift protestations of inno-
cence from the Sri Lankan
the world were taken aback
with the dubilous role of ICC
and ACB in defusing the dis-

p!.ltt.

Flamboyant Mexican custodian Jorge Campos (R) and his jubilant teammates celebrate

with the CONCACAF Gold Cup trophy after blanking fancied Brazil 2-0 in the final at the
Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum on Jan 21.

— AFP/UNB photo
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buffs across"

Euroma'n leagues
Leaders latch on to top slot

g~ s FPARIS, Jan 22:

Paris St Germ-
ain saw their
lead cut to four
points in the Fr-

— ench First Div-
ision when they managed
only a 1-1 draw with Le

Havre after conceding a last-
minute goal from a -kick
jﬁuﬁ% outside the area, reports
Metz took full advantage.
They moved t(wo points
closer by beating Str
2-1 — their goals co
from Cyrille Pouget
iihe il fourth
ns slip to lourt
spot after be:lpn:dhcld 0-0 by
ice making room for Aux-
erre to return to third. Aux-
erre beat Cannes 1-0 — Lid-
ian Laslandes scoring the
mﬂﬁ goal of the match.
eigning champions
Nantes suffered a hu
2-1 home defeat refe-
ation strugglers Lille and
ost international striker Ni-
colas Ouedec for at least one
month with a knee injury.
In the Netherlands. Ajax.
who crashed to their first de-
feat of the season in the

Dutch League seven ear-
lier when they ma.gaten

1-0 by Willem Il Tilburg.
escaped with a 3-3 draw at

Sparta Rotterdam.

Ajax had led 2-1 early on
but needed a goal {rom
former PSV player Peter
Hoekstra with just under
half-an-hour to go to earn a
point.

The result left the Euro-
pean champions on 53 pts.
with PSV Eindhoven, 3-1]
winners at Heerenveen on
Friday. on 50. Third-placed
; polm+ wnyugahc p:rnehgn

s, won 3-0 at Volen-
dam.

Atletico Madrid remain
six points clear on top of the
First Division despite
down to a s 1-0
efeat at Real Sociedad
where Oscar De Paula scored
the winner midway through
the first-half.
Second-placed Com-
postela a chance
to make up ground when
they nunlgctfrnnly a 1-1
home draw ainst Celta
'ﬂf. but Bar snatched
a 1-0 victory in.front of their
home fans against tailenders

Valladolid.
sli to fourth
after hdm at Sala-
manca Argentina's Juan
the

Antonio Pizzi managed
goalscori exploit of the

n
weekend, glttlng all four In
Tenerife's 4-2 win over

Seville.

In Italy, AC Milan pre-
served their one point lead
over Fiorentina thanks to a
Roberto Baggio penalty which
secured a 1-0 win over lowly
Padova.

Filorentina kept ug the
pressure, however, with a 3-
O win away to Torino — Ar-
gentinian striker Gabrie]

Batistuta  hitting two of their
goals anti Francesco Bailano
notching the other.

Third-placed Parma re-
mained in contention with a
2-0 win over visiting Atalanta
— Gabriele Pin and Alessan-
dro Melli doing the damafc
with goals just before half-
time.

But champions Juventus
lost ground when they shared
a 3-3 away draw with strug-
gling Cremonese,

Abel Eduardo Balbo was a
hattrick hero as AS Roma
consolidated their campaign
for a UEFA Cup berth with a
3-1 win at home to Sampdo-
ria, who slid into the bottom
half of the table but Inter Mi
lan could manage only a 1-1
draw at Vicenza after conced-

ing a last-gasp equaliser. Roy
Hu-dfhu-un'l men now stand

eigh

|
|

|

turned 31 last

|8

By Tawfiq Aziz Khan

Mark Philippoussis, who
stunned the tennis world by
beating world No. 1 Pete
Sampras on Saturday, sur-
prised his admirers again,
only 48 hours later, as he was
sent on his bike by Mark
Woodforde — another Aus-
tralian, in the fourth round of
the Australian ;

The veteran from the
southern city of Adelaide
September,
had a foolproof game-plan
against his -19-year-old oppo-
nent. And he executed it
meticulousl giving no
chance to Philippoussis to
stage a comeback at any point
in the game. A master
'doubles’ player Woodforde
reached highest singles rank-

in his career in March
1993 which was 21. But with
Todd Woodbridge he has an
outstanding 22-4 lifetime
récord in doubles finals.

It was beyond anybody's

ation that Philippous-
sis would be defeated E;’ an
t who was a good 11

years older than him.

As the match started in
the Centre Court it soon be-
came obvious that Philip-

was pot his usual self.

is ground strokes betrayed

him and his service es
were broken by Woodforde
with consummate ease.

Philippoussis. himself admit-
ted the match that he
had taken the encounter
lightly and paid the price.

€ can well that
he was not as fired up as he

was nst Sampras and he
had spent all his energy in |
that all important match. The

margin does neot reflect the
talent Philippoussis has but it
definitely portrays the t
and determination that
Wu?dfurdc showed (6-2, 6-2,
6-2).

Woodforde now moves
into the quarter-finals.

Valdano.pays
the price
MADRID, Jan 22: It took
only seven months for Jorge
Valdano to go from darling to
despised, reports AP.

Less than a year after the

39-year-old entine coach
rtatturtdgl Rnaith nd;é::h tus their
past glory with a -
ish league title, Va!danup':nls
sacked Sunday following the
club's 2-1 loss to lowly cross-
town rival Rayo Vallecano. -
As the losses and disap-
pointing results mounted,
the criticism increased geo-
metrically. Sunday's loss
combined with Wednesday's
duitat and Elmumunn fro;:l
King's Cu Espan
was tod much P!urbrt:h;th man-
agement.

- '
Villa close
e
LONDON, glﬂ g: A su-
-struck shot by
ight Yorke 11 minutes
from time gave Aston Villa a
2-1 win over Tottenham in a
ulsating English premier
e match on Sunday, re-
ports Reuter.
The victory lifted Villa
from ninth to fifth and de-
nied Spurs the chance to

move into second place be-
hind Newcastle.

Newcastle, who beal
Bolton 2-1 on Saturday, lead
the standings with 54 points,
followed by Live 1 and
Manchester United on 42
?Ed Spurs on 41. Villa are on

Nations' Cup
Ivory Coast
in with
a chance

PORT ELIZABETH, Jan

Ivory Coast kept alive
their hopes of qualifying for
the last eight ol the African
Nations' Cup with a 1-0 vic-
tory over Mozambique at Boet
Erasmus on Sunday, reports
Reuter.

A 33rd minute goal from
Ivory Coast captain Joel Tiehi
gave his side the points in
their Gruu? D match.

Ghana lead the standings
with six points from their
opening two games, followed
by Ivory Coast with three and
Tunisia and Mozambique with
one each.

Wednesday's final round of
matches sees Mozambique

laying already-qualified
Eh.ima and Tunisia meeting

Ivory Coast.
Ivory Coast's goal on Sun-

22:

day came after a mouth
scramble whic drew
Mozambigque goalkeeper Rul

Alves off his line, a specula-
tive ball across the area from
Tchiressoa Guel found Tiehi
unmarked six metres out and
he made no mistake.

In the second half Jojo's
run I}“ulﬂi:;th;x was ended.

a foul, mmbklu«tl
E{alml for a penalty fell on
the deaf ears of Ga-
mal Ghandour from Egypt.

Alves kept his side's

hopes alive with two saves
from Tiehi In the 40th
minute. The second was a
brilliant reflex effort at point
blank range.
Guel had a chance to make
the, game safe in the 78th
minute when he collected a
clever through from Badra
Aliou Siby inside the box, but
Alves was on hand again with
a fine save.

Mozambique now face the
unenviable task of beating
tournament favourites Ghana
in order to stay in the com-
petition.

MELBOURNE,
Jan 22: Teen
sensation Mark
Philippoussis,
flying high after
conquering Pete
ras, was

shot down Monday by the
slicing and softballing of wily
veteran Mark Woodforde in
the Australian Open, report

ncies.
agePhlIl ussis, Who never
drop service in knocking
Sampras out of the Ne 1
r ng two days earlier, was
broken seven times in his 6-
2, 6-2, 6-2 loss. )

Australlan fans thus had
one of their native sons in
the quarterfinals, but not the
one many thought had the
wea s to become the first
Australian winner at the

since Mark Edmondson

in 1976. ,

This was the first time
Woodforde, 30, one of the

e T

self and his

World No. 4 Boris Becker is all concentration as he hits

The

Dily Star 11

Woody tames a toughie

While German fourth seed
Boris Becker flirted with
danger against New Zealand's
Brett Steven dropping a set
before storming home to seal
his place in the last eight.

orld number four Becker
beat the 37th ranked Steven
1-6, 6-4, 6-3, 6-2 in two
hours 16 minutes, complet-
ing the match with .an ace to
set up a quarterfinal clash
with Russia's world number
six Yev%en}r Kafelnikov,

Becker looked out of sorts
in the first set, losing five
straight games and allowing
the athletic Steven to take
control at the net.

But as so often with
Becker, he got a grip on him-
game, using
lightning reflexes at the net
and booming aces on the im-
portant points to put Steven
on the back-foot and trans-
form the match, running
away with the next three

a forehand against Brett Steven in their fourth round
game at the Aussie Open in Melbourne on January'22.
Becker overcame an early setback winning 1-6, 6-4, 6-3,

6-2.

world's top doubles players,
had reached the singles quar-
terfinals of a Grand glllam
tournament.

— AFP/UNB photo
sets

The 19-year-old Philip-
poussis, who served 29 aces
against Sampras. had 12

- after beating

aﬁ_alnat Woodforde — nearly
ofi-set by eight double faults.

Woodforde blocked back
some of his fastest serves, re-
trieved other tough shots, hit
low slices that lippoussis
couldn't tee off on, and at
other times set him back
with high topspins.

"It was very hard for me,
Sampras, to
come back,” Philippoussis
sald. "I think I ma went
on a bit too relaxed. ... When
things didn't go too well at
the start, 1 couldn't pum
myself up (even though) it
was a big occasion for me,
one of the biggest matches of
my life, to get into the quar-

terfinals of the Australian

agreed that "he
definitely wasn't the same
player who played Pete Sam-
pras." But, he added, "he's
such a great player that |
think you should all just for-
et about this match and look
orward to him playing much,
much better tennis.”

Woodforde, who is ranked
No 67 to Philippoussis' 40,
"wasn't scared at all," of the
big teen. "I've beaten him in
practice,” Woodforde said,
adding that his ence in
pla against Philippoussis
in doubles had hel in fig-
uring out his serve.

At the end, "I was trying
to blink away the tears,
Woodforde said. "I was really
overcome out there."

He rejected what he
called "the myth in tennis
that after age, 25. if you
haven't reached the top 10
you're nothing.”

Becker, in his match, put
his first set drubbing down to
difficulty in fathoming out
Steven's weaknesses because
he had only played him once
before in 1994, a match the
New Zealander won.

"l really had to think hard
and dig deeper." said Becker
who described the turning
point as breaking Steven's
serve while down a break at
2-3 in the second set.

"It was a good thing I
broke him right back. All of a
sudden my game was a notch
better.”

Becker, who also had two
nail-biting five setters on his
way to the last 16, has now
posted his best performance
at an Australian Open since
winning the title in 1991.

Becker joins Kafelnikov,
world number two Andre
Agassi, world number five
Michael Chang, eighth seed
Jim Courier, unseeded Aus-
tralian Mark Woodforde, and
Swedes Thomas Engvist and
Mikael Tillstrom.

Teens ring the changes

. MELBOURNE,
Jan 22: rE:;}“
teenage p
Martina Hinggig
upset the script
at the Australian
Open today with

a light-hearted demolition of

l11th seed Brenda Schultz-

McCarthy. reports Reuter.

Unseeded Hingis, who
even served under-arm at
one stage, reached her f[irst

Grand Slam quarterfinals, be-

coming the youngest woman

to achieve the feat in Aus-
tralian Open history.

Hingis. 15, obviously en-
oyed herself in beating her
ig Dutch opponent 6-1, 6-4,
in 59 minutes on Centre
Court to provide the day's
nnlyduu;']t:{:c in the fourth
round o * women's draw
Flinders Park. awat

Second seed Conchita
Martinez of Spain, eighth-
seeded German Anke Huber
and South Alrican Amanda
Coetzer, seeded 16, all pro-

to the last eight with
comfortable straight-set wins.

Hingis, -who smiled and
giggle throughout her
match, joined fellow
teenagers Ilva Majoli of Croa-
tia and American Chanda Ru-

bin in the quarterfinals as the
younger generation issued
their challenge to Americap
top seed Monica Seles.

Schultz-McCarthy, the
only seed to fall today showed
little resistance despite hit-
ting the fastest serve ever
recorded in a women's tour-
nament — a 196 kph (121.8
mph) delivery.

In sharp contrast, Hingis
tried to trick her opponent
with a gentle under-arm
serve at 5-1 in the first set.

"She was standing maybe
three metres behind the
baseline, so it was fun.” said
Hingis, whose cheeky tactic
failed to win her the point.

"l played very well," said
Hingis, who eclipsed the
record of American Jennifer
Capriati, a quarterfinalist
here in 1992 two months be-
fore her 16th birthday.

"l did not make many mis-
takes and 1 kept the pressure
on her,” said Hingis, who
turns 16 in September.

Schultz-McCarthy, a rela-
tive veteran at the age of 25
and a friend of Hingis, was
not upset by her opponent's
uirky serve. "She's just a lit-
tle girl and she is enjoying
her tennisy It's just fun for
her," said a:hultz— McCarthy.

1
|-

m—

Martinez had surprisingly
little difficulty in overwhelm-
ing American tenth seed
Linsday Davenport 6-3, 6-1 in
an earlier match on Centre

Court.
Davenport, a losing finalist
against Seles at the Peters

International tournament in
Sydney eight days ago. failed
to cope with a succession of
sliced shots by Martinez,
‘ranked number two behind
joint number ones Seles and
Germany's Stefli Graf.

"l was moving her around
with my slice and she made
some mistakes,” said
Martinez, who will meet Hu-
ber for a place in the semifi-
nals.

Hubber booked her pas-
sage with a comfortable 6-3.
6-2 victory over unseeded
Austrian Barbara Schett.

Coetzer, who has rebuilt
her game over the past two
years in a bid to compete
with a new band of hard-hit-
ting teenagers, reaged the
reward by reaching her sec-
ond Grand Slam quarterfinal.

Coetzer defeated Russian
Elena Likhovtseva 6-3, 6-3 to
equal her achievement at the
US Open two years ago and
set up a meeting with Hingis.

Yevgeny aming No one

MELBOURNE,

Jan 22: Reires-
hingly confident
Yevgeny Kafeln-
ikov cherishes
the dream of
becoming world

r -

No 1 even for "one second” as

:‘:-5-“ ' .:_‘_-“_1"1-"*- T : -'-1__;3‘::.*:

KALASHNIKO

Becker's blitzkrieg in the quarters.

ON FIRE... World No. 6

he continues his bid for his
first Grand Slam title at the
Australian Open. reports AFP.

The sixth seeded Russian
steamed into the quarter fi-
nals — his fourth in his last
five Slams — hy takmi out
American Malivai Washing-

R
-?:3
o

evgeny
Kafelnikov, nicknamed "the Kalashnikov" after the
famous Russian rifle, jubilates after winning his fourth
round match at the Australian Open in Melbourne on
January 22. The young Russian is set to take on Boris

— AFP/UNB photo

ton. 6-3. 6-2, 6-4 in 113
minutes on Centre Court
Monday.

Kafelnikov will face either
fourth-seed Boris Becker or
New Zealander Brett Steven
in the quarter finals.

One of the hardest work-
ers on the men's tour, play-
ing a total of 171 singles and
doubles matches last year,
Kafelnikov covets the ambi-
tion of attaining the number
one ranking, even ahead of a
Grand Slam crown.

“I would like to get to
number one sPnt. even for
one week, that's my goal ...
even for one minute, one
second, 1 would like to be
there, just to remember,”
said ov.
Forthright and confident
in his own abilities, 21-year-
old Kafelnikov t{plcnll;r fired
straight from the hip after
his latest victory here,
declaring: "1 feel 1 can really
win this one.”

"1 don't feel the same

in the Fl;rcnchl - when

was in the semi- ]

Thomas Muster, like l feel
ht now."”

Kafelnikov, who knocked
top seed M‘ldl‘tf |:sl out in
the quarters of last years
French Open, is relieved to
see the back of world No 1
Pete Sampras in his half of

the draw :

“The pla who | have
never mﬁ:{ﬂm H‘l;
is out of the t . he
said. " else 1 have

beaten, so why can't | win the
Australian Open?




