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Late arrival of pesticides, delay in test results

Narayanganj Pourashava fails to
implement mosquito control programm

From Ehsanul Haque .

NARAYANGANJ, Jan 22:
Mosquito menace has taken a
serious turn in the district
affecting more than six lakh
inhabitants of the main town.

Itis that almost all
the main drainage pipelines
of the town area have re-
mained blocked for a long
ru'lnd_ rise to accumu-
at y st t waste
in open drains in the city
road sides. Such stagnation of
waste obviously encourage

o breeding and it has
also to be an ideal en-

vironment for hatching of
mosquito S.

Other %n. ditches and
similar water bodies in the
town areas are also said to be
in similar condition which
are often t?;;lld:red as
tants. However, most of these
water bodies are occupied by
water hyacinths which are
also considered to be a
favourite home of uitoes.

Altogether, me-
nace has increa raising
the of the victims.

o destroy or kill the
mosquitoes, dry season of the
year is the best time, ?Pe'
cially from November to Feb-

: to :
% ey g
allocated for Nara j Po-

urashava to eradicate mos-
quito during the last fiscal

year (1994-95) but last year,
the poura authority failed to
initiate timely fto con-
trol amme due to de-

resulting in ineffective insect
control system, according to

a poura 1

During this fiscal year (95-
96) the poura authority allo-
cated Taka thousand to
prevent and to kill
mosquitoes. However this
programme has not been

ed yet which was sup-
to start in November
. Meanwhile, the of
anti-mosquito o0il has in-
creased much, as a result it
has become impossible to
continue the pro-
gramme for more than one
month with the budget al-
loted for 1995-96.
ﬁncordl.rﬁ to poura offi-
cial, this delay in operating
the programme is due
to late arrival of pesticide,
once again, and time taken
for laboratory test results.
So, mosquito control in
the town area has been suf-
fering from serious set backs
mftrther aggravating the situa-

Poura authority sources
said that an Anti-Mosquito
Scheme was launch in
1962-63 with 75 staff mem-
bers which continued till
1980. Later non-availability of

fund from t forced
the authority to limit its func-
tions. Besides, few of the
staff were transfered to vari-
ous organisations, due to
which the department was
close since 1 :

An anti-mosquito scheme
submitted to the government
from this rashava several
years back is still awaiting
approval, the source in-

At t the ra au-
thority runs this mosquito
control operation with, to ev-

eryone's :urPrlu. only one
or

supervisor the whole
town area. No other staff have
been a to help the su-

pervisor, meaning, there is
no one to clean the drains or

spray with insecticides.

It is im for a
single head to workout the
mosquito control operation,
the management of the poura
authority does not even
bother to look into the mat-
ter, says one source.

The poura authority covers
an area of 4.5 square miles to
spray with the insecticide
called, 'Neucydle-60' which
is imported. "This chemical
is effective, says one official.
Timclﬁ EPI’EI}HHE can halt
growth of mosquito youn
consequently, resulting in ef-
ficient control of the growth
of mosquitoes,” he added.

A mosquito has a ve
short life span — only 3
days. They live 15 days as lar-

vae, the stage and the
rest of thﬂyl as adult,

the active stage.

Mosquitoes c¢an be de-
stroyed once measures to
kills them is carried out effi-
ciently. "This can not
be carried out alone by the

ra authority,” says one of-

cial. “Inhabitants must co-
o te to reduce the burden

ol destro nE mosquitoes.”

the
The poura authority
recent notice to its inhabi-

tants asked to clean water

~hyacinths from the areas

owned, by them but the re-
sponse so far has beéen quite

“This type of non-coop-
eration from inhabitants must
be removed or the burden
will on increasing.” the
official added.

-In reaction to this, the au-
thority has filed several cases
ufnlngt different inhabitants
of the town for not cleaning
water hyacinths.

Meanwhile, the burden of

sufferings of the inhabitants

s increasing everyday.

Malaria has attacked hun-

dreds in areas like Aml

Masdair, Isdair, Fatullah Dh-

armaganj. Kashipur, Galach-
e:paandjShahidpl!:;rgar

Oxbow ﬁksrhéry’ project — a unique

‘water resources management plan

JESSORE, Jan 292: Com-
pletion of development work
on 23 baors coveri 1400
hactares in five di ts in-
cluding Jessore, Jhenidah,
Kunhtll,tﬁl: and :‘;&
ridpur, en up in sec

of 'Oxbow Lakes Small

has brought radical

baor fisheries management in
ﬂlﬁlrclrmcn:]g

| Funded

sistance, the project :
bl et i
t a
of the t will con-
tinue till lm'.!'i —
Reports at a

7000 ﬂlhﬂugmﬂ and fll?]
farmers including women are

is

ointl

t

enjoying benefits now from

- e .
“‘mmﬁc: J.!:.’é:

eries
the report added.

All 23 baors have been
handed over to DOF ( rt-
ment of Fisheries) by 8-
try of Land for 59 years for
development in the form of
aquaculture, a source said.

1 It also said that BRAC is
ding training and credit

acilities to the interested

group. :

Oxbow Lakes Project is

marily a 'Social Fisheries

t' meant for poor peo-
ple to manage
way as to spread the benefits
jequally among them by
maximising aquatic produc-
tion, report says,
| According to another
source, both fishermen and
fish farmers are members of

lake management group.
the &ﬂril::t

They work on

Water Body Committee under

l:hll.mund":lghof ty Com-

missioner. e lake mana-

Eemcnt group pays annual
money the Oxbow

Lake to DOF.

Species like silver carp,
catla, grass carp, ruhi, mrigel
and common carp, are
stocked in the lakes.

As a result of earlier pro-
ject implementations (1st
phase) thriving fingerling
producing industry has de-

in different places in

the district and large-sized
ﬁngcrllﬁ of all these species
o fish yield in 1994
verage T
95 was 436 kg per hectare.
Marufdia lake, 26
hactares in Jhenidah district,
under the baor fisheries

Fish farming in the lake
co t is semi-inten-
sive. Beneficiaries are gen-
erally reluctant to provide
inputs such as and
fertilizer. Active project sup-
port is necessary to
them to apply sufficien

ts to increase fish yields.

onds, dikes are used for
vegetable cultivation which
oflers rare opportunity for
the landless group to be al-
lured. .

According to latest re-
ports, more women are tak-
ing part in management of
these oxbow s Itisa
project policy to involve
about 70 per cent women in
the project in order to re-
move gender imbalance in
family income.

The implications of devel-
Oping women are more im-

t. Bangladeshi women
usually don't have ownership
over 1and while as approved
i SEE
:‘I'I'El. o tlntiied
icence from LUF contirmin
right to raise fish in a pong
on public land. It is proved

women of the are ca-
pable of fish
given chance.

e

country
farming when

m i

has in-

baors in such a -

management project re-
rm1ed‘1206 per hectare.
t is all time as reported
from Oxbow kes in the
area, so far.

IFAD and DANIDA mis-
sions have recently con-
cluded that this form of man-
agement of water resources

for landless people organised
managemen

in lake t grou
DOF leads to IHE
1?;2:! sh production as
in den : lated
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benefits to vast bulk of
poﬁtummﬂgatm

t is hoped that achieve-
ments. of Oxbow Lakes Pro-

ject are eventually i -
ted in government’ ml
;:lldel!n:s and 1mpl:mentg

on much larger scale in the
country. There is potential to

i

extend baor management
concept to all closed water-
bodies and non- river
channels in the couniry the-
national aqua-

large num-

culture in

. ber of landless men and

women. '‘Oxbow Lakes Project
is something that is unique to
this area of the country.
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River Bhairab is being excavated under food for work programme conducted by Jessore
office of Baor Fisheries Management project.
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rmers are participating in a training

initiative of Jessore Baor Fisheries Management project.
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programme, conducted

by Dr
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Women are taking part in awareness training progremme, held recently under the

— Star photo
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Two boys meet
their sudden
death in
Gaibandha

GAIBANDHA, Jan 22: Two
boys were killed when a
wheel kept on the rooftop of
a running bus suddenly fell
on them at Luturbari in
ﬂiﬁﬂm last Saturday, reports

"Witnesses said, the ill-
fated boys-Mahmudul, 6 and
Mintu. 8, while pla by the
side of the road received

grievous injuries and were
rushed to the local hospital

where the attending doctors

declared them dead. :

Angry villagers
beat two alleged

dacoits to death
From Staff Correspondent

ﬂ“BﬁRIS.ﬁL. -{?yn 2lil:ghﬂngry
agers recently caught two
dacoits and beaten one of
them to death while the
other was left injured.

According to witnesses,
villagers chased a group of
eight to 10 dacoits durin
their attempt in the house o
Maulana Mustafizur Rahman
of Dharandi village under
Sadar thana of Patuakhali dis-
trict and caught two of them.

Jamal, 30, was mercilessly
assaulted to death while his
accomplice Khalil, 32, was
left seriously injured.

Irregularities in
appointing

fertilizer

dealers alleged

From Our Correspondent
SIRAJGANJ, Jan 22: Mas-
s:;m irregularities have been
alleged in deale
of fzﬂﬂlm% jnl:ll:!L
trlt:;:ai v -
total of 136
have been edm

but only 3 s have
out y person

0y of Eris ey T
n the
dealers remains mdad
in the district.

It was that written
scheduled time of application
for dealership 123 persons
applied. Afterwards 19 ap-
plications more were re-
ceived. An enquiry team,
formed for the pu . sug-

ted to a t
mha B Ingodown
phase, more 49 and
in third phase, szmperlunl
were appointed as dealers
any reason.

The 136 dealers had to
pay Tk 5000 each as dona-
tion in the Local Require-

ment (LR) fund of the
Commissioner Tfl STDDH,::W

count no. 12 which amounted .

to 'Iv'h];ﬂ?ﬁﬂ lakh. .
ating the rule, eight
Env:iil bemomppoinﬂ dhtnd
S0 a as
dealers.

Meanwhile, fertilizer cri-
sis prevails in the district fol-
lowing suspension of fertil-
izer supply.

603 passports
recovered
From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL., Jan 22: Six hun-
dred and three ssports.
both special and interna-
tional, including eight Indian

ssports were recovered by

B and Kotwali police of
Barisal from Subarna Store, a
shop of Chawkbazar in tRe
town :

Police arrested Swapan
Sil, Madan Mohan Saha and
Elg:lya Ghosh in this connec-
tion.

A case was filed with Kot-
wall thana and the arrested
were sent to court the next

day.
10 injured in
road mishap

MADARIPUR, Jan 22: At
least ten ers were
seri-
, in a road accident near
rvar bridge under Sadar
BSS,
The mishap occurred

'whmnbullutcmtmllnd

fell into a roadside ditch on
the Madaripur-Shariatpur

road.

Number of crimes
tripled last year

in Magura

MAGURA, Jan 22: The
number of crimes committed
in the district increased by
about three-fold last year
than that of previous year,

UNB.

Police sources said, they
recorded 814 incidents of
crime in the district in 1995.
The number of crimes recor-
ded in 1994 was only 268,

Some 495 anti-social ac-
tivities were recorded (In
sadar, 110 in , 138 in
Mecharmrmadour and 71 iIn
Sholikha thanas during the
period.

The break-up of the
crimes is as follows: murder
with dacoity-1, dacoity-11,
burglary-13, theft-58, mur-
der-7, women ssion-8,
kldnlpglng-lllr. rioting-856
raping-5, narcotics related
crimes-19, smuggling-4 and

others 265,
The local peace-loving
the con-

people have u
cerned authorities to take
immediate steps to nab the

anti-social .::mntl }l?u m’;
sure tranguillity
the diltrict.

tory of Grameen Ban
created much sensation am-
ong the consumers of han-
dloom products both at home

meen U

Booming "check"” business in
- Sirajganj sending back
many weavers to work

From Ashit Chowdhury

the selected marginal wea-
vers. The designs are also

SIRAJGANJ, Jan 22: Gra-
meen Uddyog., a handloom
product manufacturing fac-
has

and abroad.

Grameen Bank introduced
Grameen Ud for-market-
ing countrymade preducts
abroad. In 1993, Grameen
gﬂdyo w:m turned to an in-

ependent company to pro-
duce handloom Eooc)!'u includ-
ing "Grameen Check”, Gram-
een Lunﬁl and saree. Gra-

dyog has set up

seven units in the count

One at Arajhazar thana in
Narayvanganj district and six
at Belkuchi, Ullapara and a
:&Id?r thanas in Sirajganj dis-
rict.

supplied by the authority.
The marginal handloom wor-
kers get wages per produced
ard of cloth at varied rates.

e field workers of the
prnfect take keen interest to
watch the followups of
production. The handloomn
works deposit the products
to the unit offices on the se-
lected dates. In total, about
10,000 handlooms are taken
up by the Grameen Uddyog in
seven units where about
50.000 people including
women and children are en-
ﬁa ed from processing to
1

shing.

Main product »f "Grameen
Uddyog” is "Grameen Cherk"
shirtings which are exvported
after producing readymade

SIRA.JGAN.)
Grameen Uddyoy.

o .-&

While visiting some units
of "Grameen Ucﬁlyog‘ it was ,

learnt that Doulatpur (Belk-
uchi) unit, Chala (Belkuchi)
unit, Boura (Belkuchi) unit,
Gopalpur (Belkuchi) unit,
Neorgacha (Ullapdara) unit
and Saidabad (Sirajganj) unit
in Sirujg?;'lj dis rict] and
Araihazar (Narayanganj) unit
in Narayanganj dsl.rlc{ have
been producing 70.000 to
80, yards of handloom

En’odu including Grameen
heck. Lungi an

. sarees ev-
ery day.

Every unit of the compan
consists of 1,300 semi autn?
matic handlooms on average.

The Grameen U au-
thorities supply raw materials
including coloured cotton

and other re-agents to

R £

. Women 1n village Chala m
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purchased at Tk 66 in 1993
me costs Tk 91 in the mar-
et. '

When contacted some

marginal weavers engaged in
producing "Grameennﬁjﬁ

products, informed this cor-
respondent that the hand-
loom oriented cottage indus-
tries of the district
facing closure due to mani-
fold reasons including short-

dyog"

ad been

age of runring capital, price
hike of cotton yarn, dyes,
chemicals and open sale of
smuggled Indian clothes. The
"Grameen [ddyog” have tak-
en over abnut 10.000 han-
dlooms in production, saving
about 500.000 dependants
from unemployment. They,
however, appealed to the
authorities roncerned to
extenrd more technical assis-
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clothes in the garment facto-
ries. Every yard of Grameen
Check in sold between Tk 40
to 45 depending on quality
and colour. Check Saree and
Lungi are sold at local mar-
kets also. One piece of saree,
is sold between Tk 100 and
Tk 350 and one piece of
lungi is sold at Tk 125 in the
wholesale markets. The
"Grameen Uddyog” collects
40/1 count cotton yarn from

- Padma Textile Mills and. 20/ 1

courtt cotton yarn fsem Nahid
Textile Mills.

Following price hike of
cotton yarn, the cost of pro-
duction has also shot up caus-
ing problems in marketing. A
source close to the company
told this correspondent that
one pound of cotton yarn was

Sugar worth Tk 12 crore
remain unsold in Zeal
Bangla Sugar Mills

From Our Correspondent

JAMALPUR, Jan 22 : Huge
$ulntity of sugar worth about
aka 12 crore are lying un-
sold and Taka one crore 12
lakh sugarcane bills remain
unﬁald at Zeal Bangla Sugar
Mills in Dewanganj of Ja-
malpur district.
huge amount of Sugar
is lying in the godowns of the
sugar mills which was
crushed during the current
sugarcane crushing season.
There is no buyer to pur-
chase the sugar due to im-
port of low cost Indian ¢
The authority of the Zeal
3 Mills cannot pay
the arrear bills of the cane-
g?wrs for fund crisis, it is
ﬂﬂ:ﬁ;j. The amount of ar-
rear s is Increasing every
year in the mills, and no pos-
sibilities are noticed to miti-
gate the crisis. In this situa-
tion, salaries and allowances

of the emplo and labour-
ers of the mills have not been
paid yet. |

The demand of local sugar
has not increased even after
the government's decision to
reduce rate twice.

The loss at the mills will

stand at more than Taka 1
crore. In spite of this the
produced sugar is not being
sold.

The growers have to col-
lect money from negotiators
or money lenders by selling
their cane on cash payment
receipt with reducing 20 per
EIE to 25 per cent of their

Some sugarcane growers
are selling their cane to the
local mo lenders at below
production cost due to fund
crisis in sugar mills, it is also
informed.

The cane growers are in-
curring huge losses in this
connection. If this situation
continues, the growers will

ve up the cultivation in fu-
ure, it is expected.

The Zeal Bangla Sugar
Mills is facing versatile prob-
lems and crisis. It is gathered
that markets are {looded with
smuggled Indian sugar. At the
same time locally made=sugar
are being sold at Taka 30 to
Taka 32 per kg whereas im-

Indian sugar per kg
s sold at Tk 27.

Newly constructed hospital
faces staff shortage

B Jan 22:
The 100-bad newly con-
lt{u.lcud Brahman - a Hos-
pital is plagued with various

such as of
Baachings. siafl, geciers' ad
other necessary accessories,
reports UNB. ;

Thnuunal- ;:r thp.m.
come every day to the -
tal from the far-flung areas of
the district for treatment,
but they are to go back dis-
appointed for shortage of
medicine and other facilities
in the hospital.

There is no X-ray machine
in the hospital. As a result,
the patients are sent to dif-
ferent clinics causing untold
suffering to them.

The life and ordi-
nary drugs like dextrose,
saline and antiblotic, ampi-
cillin injection grnur and
ATS nerded daily for the out-
door patients are not avai-
lable in the hospital and the
poor patients are compelled

to buy those medicines from
outside al an exorbitant
price.
Many fents come to the
tal for surgical treat-
ment but go back frustrated

due to shortage of suﬁiral f

t in the hospit
ambulance in the
hospital cannot cope with
rush of patients. The bads,
Ellm. mosquito nets and
ankets are not hygienic as
those are not washed regu-

I‘uur sweepers and 17
MLSS are working in the
hospital while 18 ts of

s and 33 of MLSS

, vacant.
The hospital immediately
needs a power generator due
to frequent power disruption
in the area.

Local pcuPle urged the
government (o takc neces
sary steps to solve the prob-
lems to ensure proper ireat.
ment of the patients.

h

aking Benarco i sarve at a factory run by the

-— Star photo

tance to the weavers te im-
prove skill and tc boost the
prospective sector of produc-
tion.

The Grameen Check now
faces comipetition with few
cther similar products in
Sirajganj district With flour-
ishing of "Grameen Check",
some local entrepreneurs
and handloom factory owners
have started producing "Sira-
jeanj Check” and "Belkuchi
Check . However, the "Gram-
een Uddyog” authorities have
expressed satisfaction over
expansion of "check” produc-
tion and expressed the hope
that open competition in
production will improve the
quality of products and more
marginal weavers will be
benefitted.

Alleged snatcher
held in Comilla

COMILLA. .Jan 22;: District
police. at last. have managed
to arrest the main accused
who went into hiding since
the lonting of Tk 3.50 lakh

two months back, reports
UNB.
Police said, the gang

leader Nabi and his accom-
plices snatched away the
amournt from the Rajganj area
of the town on Novernber 14
and they came to learn that
he took retuge at Mirpur area
ol Dhaka.

Police engaged some
vouths to help reund him up
and accordingly the youths
contacted and invited Nabi to
a lucrative secret gambling at
Comilla town. |

On the night of January
14, when Nabi was engaged
in gambling behind the Hosa
Mia High School of the town,
police gheraoed the area and
managed to arrest him.

Two accomplices of Nabi
are yet to be arrested.

Farmers not
receiving loans

BARGUNA, Jan 22: The
farmers who lost their =iand-
ing crops in the recent dev-
astating floods now need fi
nancial support for their
agricultural rehabilitation,
reports UNDB

The affected farmers al
leged that instead of giving
loans to genuine people. the
oflicials of the district were
distribuiting loans to the 'non-
productive’ sector.

The existing rule for giv-
ing loans to small and
marginal farmers is not being
maintained properly while
some rich and middle-class
landlords are taking loans in
fictitious names. they alleged.

Meanwhile, the farmers.
including small cultivators in
the district received notices
from the district administra-
tion to pay arrear loans, land
revenues and UP taxes.

58 firearms
recovered

from Barisal Div

BARISAL, Jan 22: Law en-
forcing agencies in their
combined drive seized 58
firearmes and '50 ammuni-
tion from the six districts
under. Barisal Divislon duri
the current nationwide hun
for illegal arms, reports UNB.



