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Muhammed Tokcan, the leader of eight pro-Cl

gunmen who surrendered to [stanbul police late Friday,
stands at a local police station on Sunday. The
commando seized January 16 a ferry with over 200
hostages aboard, mainly Russian tourists, in Turkey's

Black Sea port of Trabzon. Turkish Prime Minister
Tansu Ciller has called on the international community

to prevent the Russian breakaway republic of Chechnya
from turning into another Bosnia. — AFP/UNB photo

Thatcher meets Ramos: rormer br-

tiuh rime minister Margaret Thatcher met with Philip-
sident Fidel Ramos yesterday and discussed eco-
numh: development and terrorism, a cabinet official said,
AFP reports from Manila,
"There are many t s we can learn from the experi-
ence of the United Kingdom the Thatcher adminis-
tration which in some respects we have been also utilising

under our economy,” said Finance Secret Roberto de
Ocampo, who was present at the court call Thatcher
made to Ramos. He was referring to Thatcher's free enter-

prise and privatisation polices during her leadership.

Mufti of Tajikistan murdered:

The mufti of Taj ilr.iatan the spiritual Iuder ol' the coun-
try's Muslims - was murdered on Sund: with
Iﬁi:wift his son andltwnnﬂm:aldmbuud I‘ tg
ssian news agency Interfax in a report mﬁuﬂ
the BBC, Reuter says from London.
The report quoted lice sources as ng that
Fatkhullo Sharifzoda, 53, and four membcn his
were shot dead in their home 20 km (12 miles) west of

the capital Dushanbe, shortly before midnight.

Mandela meets Buthelezi: sous

?}caﬂ President Nelson Mandela meets his
ical rival yes

terday ahead of ME
Zulus whn bloodsoaked h and tens the

cnuntry’s post apartheid unity, Reuter reports from Jan-
Handdsapuksmanhrkshtanhhlmnidthetahh&

tween Mandela, chief Man
autonomy-seeking

provinci
Hussain sends

gosutho Buthelezi, hnd of the
Inkatha Freedom P
chairman Jacob Zuma would be all

lndAHC

toSeddm.

Jordan's King Hussein sent a

dent Saddam Hussein for the start uf the

month of Ramadan,
Sunday, AFP says from

:IH]IIHﬂIjF
. in Baghdad reported on

King Hussein said he wanted to assure Saddam of Jor-

dan's "sincerest brotherly fee

ple’'s prosperity under the
dent, the press said.

Albright arrives in E
Ambassador to the United Nations M

and wish the Iragi peo-

wise leadership of the presi-

The US
ar-

ﬂvedinEg_ﬁ on Sunday to discuss mmph:lntabout
dan before eUNSccuﬂtyCmrﬁlEﬂpﬂlanﬁi

AFP reports from Cairo.

Rama Rao's widow elected |
chief of his party faction

HYDERABAD, India, Jan
22: The widow of film-star-
litician NT Rama Rao has
elected president of his
faction of the bitterly-divided
regional Telugu Desam :
in the Indian state of Andhra
Pradesh, officials said today
reports Reuter.
ma Rao's second wife
Lakshmi Parvati. elected on
Sunday, was the cause of a
lit that made a majority of

the southern state's legisla-
tors defy strongman ma
Rao and form a rival Telegu-

Pesam which ousted him as.
chief minister last year

. The 41-year-old widow of
the 73-yvear-old Rama Rao,

who died last week of heart

attack in the state capital,

Hyderabad, staged a protest
fast at the funeral site after
her step-sons said she could
not participate in the Hindu

funeral rites.

Rama Rao's son-in-law .

Venkateshwara Rao was cho-
sen working president of the
‘lale leader's group. Party

- Chinese films get
award in Int'l Film

Festival in India
Eh:’IE‘W Dﬁllﬂl Jan 22: Two
Roire sl e T Ly
Film Festival of India at the

end of a 10- tion
which critlcd:ynld lacked

glitz, report Reuter.
by Li

'Bluuh directed
.Shmh wgn the Golden
| ward for best film
nt weekend ceremonies
which capped the 27th edi-
tor of the periedic festival.
The com o1
was limited

T————r

founded the rival

leaders ruled out a patch-up
with chief minister ﬂhll:l-
drababu Naidu, another of
Rama Rao's sons-in-law, who
strike back at p‘h
tht
g::m:rnl elcctjma
nmt:inln announced an elabo-
ra amme begin
his weck al ver the Sate 5
o's

The step-sons Wlate
leader had objected to inter-
ference and the polltlcil am-
e B B W,
ormer ama
and Rama Rao's

Rama Rao used numnr-

ous screen roles in whjt:h he
played Hindu god wln

‘l’tl‘ fnr the gnrt}'
in the e.-ariy

The widow's

Arafat ) wctory

International

BJP to try to pursue CBI to file

I. Jan 22: Lead-

ers nl' India’'s main opposition
party and other top peoliti-
clans have turned up the heat
under Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao to respond to
charges of involvement in a

-

3t

“There is a prime face case
that the Jain brothers (
su s In the ul:lnd

payments to me
minister to win favours,” said
Sushma Swaraj. spokeswo-
of the Bharatiya Janata

m (india People's Party,

15

Her accusations were
echoed by veteran commu-
nist leader Basu, Chief
Minister of state
since June- 1977, said
Rao had "lost the moral right
to continue in power.

GCC ready to
help Bahrain
face unrest

Gulf Cooperation CJ::I
u

lﬁ&gl members have indi-
ca t

and carried by the Sa
Press Agency on Sunday. The
GCCisa and political
alliance with headquarters
iwe in Riyadh, the Saud! capi-

The statement noted
member's determination "to
collectively confront all acts
of vlulnmne and crimes of ter-
rorism.”

The army in Bahrain, a k
financial hub in the Gull,
warned earlier Saturday that

it W to intervene
- kend, meum Iuhtg
wee c

with pul ce and burned

homes and cars in villages
around Manama.

Rival Karen
factions clashes

leave 20 dead

MAE SOT, Thafland, Jan

22: Twent le were .
- killed in Mbgm

val factions of Karens in
southeastern

* ¥

B
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Flghtmg ragcs
in Cambodia

PHNOM PENH, Jan  22:

cem

Heavy fighting was raglng
ment troops and rehe!
Khmer in the
ggrthﬂ;tem province of
n enchey, a gnve:rn«
mteznum’
"“There is a lot of ting

going on between the two
armies. It has been very he-
PRt Bt
a " the
source told Reuters.
l?;mnment tlroopl lau-
nc a "mopping-up op-
eration” last mrll:g tnp pp
Khmer shelling of Pol-
pet which has ah'enrgy killed
several civilians, the source

The troops prevented
from advanr:lnp.g by%idmlnes
laid by the rebels.

is tion was just
humlndmnm The :
Botte St of ey e
out o ran
. hﬂ':lslfll: in the last few wuﬁ
attacks on Pol-

GAZA. Jan 22: Palestirfl- idependent Palestinian state.”

ans elected Yasser Arafat as”’

their first President by
crushing majority, a resul

widel ler: as his
Israel, - Reuter. ;
Elec ,officials said

ﬂu ruu!tu showed
t Arafat almost
I.l' & a

nr-
Eﬁl e for a
and, won 88.1

E_um of the vote in Satur-
.l-ﬂdlm!y challenger, vet-

'mmmmltm

and 2.6 cent of votes
* "l am of this
very | historical,
oy g
it will be one of the m-th”lﬁ-a
portant platforms of our in-

Final results were due to

-day, with those of a
| for a Pales-
. lwuﬂ:m:mrdltn
lru.nrl’.l:l-l: Bank and Gaza

bribery scandal, reports

ri-~ 1

- while

"Should we nol ex
more prompt action and
ll«trln:l_l from our primt

minister l!'l[rl‘cllll')r when al-

legations of corruption are

i a bit

lcvdled against him too?" he
said. "The coun is unsafe
in the hands of the Rao gov-
ernment.”

Three ministers quit Rao's
cabinet last week after the
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) sought presidential
assent to prosecute them for

corruption.
CBJP president Lal
t =
ishna Advani, who resigned
from parliament. Advani has
declared his innocence and
dntnm:l the move was a ploy

2‘ to smear his party
of general elections.
BIPIeadt:rMalBehnrl Vaj-

has also accused t
my from t;wﬂb:lfl ing
nessman Surendra Jain.

Vajpayee claimed to have
seen evidence that Rao had
accepted 1.1 million dollars

charges of graft against Rao

from Jain to win over law-
makers from the centrist
Janata Dal (People's Party) to
the ruling Congress () Party.

Vajpayee said the money
had been routed to the prime
minister through a contro-
versial Hindu holy man.
Chandraswami, a shadowy
figure who reportedly has
kings. presidents and prime
ministers among his acolytes,
including Rao.

Congress Party spokesman
Vithal Nath Gadgil has denied
any involvement of the prime
minister in the snowballing
scandal, 'dubbing the 74-year-
old the "Mr Clean” of Indian
politics.

The statement, however,
failed to stem calls for Rao to
reveal all the knows about the
payofl scandal.

Prime Minister Rao needs
to clear the air in the context
of the accusation against him
from none other than the
leaders of the opposition.®
the respected conomic
Times said In an editorial ti-

tled “A Response in Order.”

Prulur.'uﬂmu will not hap-
pen if the person who pre-
sides over the Iprmcutlng
agency is himsell vulnerable
Lo prosecution.” it said.

'Hence in order to gener-
ate public confidence that
the law will take its course,
Rao mu;:_ respond tn“;ej-
ayee.” the newspa
5 '}ic scandal surfaced more
than four years ago when a
raid on Jain's office revealed
a diary containing records of
paymernts alle y made to
115 politicians and bureau-
crats between 1988 and
1991.

Charges were filed
BJP president Advani, the
three ministers and six other
former politicians last week
and more indictments are
expected. according to um
cials.

Most of the funds ﬂrt
transferred abroad in a com-

icated and covert system of
oreign exchange known as
"Hawala” in the Hindi:

Rebels plan to free hostages today

Chechens attack Russian
troops in Grozny

GROZNY. Jan 22: Chechen
rebels fired a grenade lau-
ncher at a convoy of Russian
troops. wounding three, and
hundreds of Chechens rallied
fo demand that federal forces
leave their separatist b-
lic, news reports said

ch*hup AP.
e attack Sunday came
three days after Russian

m‘cmﬂwﬂ rebel gunmen
scores of hostages in
Pervomayskaya, a village in
m;:thtrn rcpulﬂ:’c of

ust across the bor-
der from Chechnya.

Some of the gunmen
escaped back to Chechnya
with a p of hostages, and

to free most of
them on mcud?
news re sal
uniden
separatist lcn

Russian

. citing an
kesman for

r Dzhokhar

Tht NTV independent
television network said Sun-
day the rebels would uncon
ditionally hand over about 60
hostages, including 20 or 30
people they took with them
when they fled the Russian
assaull,

The hostages would be
tumed over to Dagestani offi-
cials in the Chechen village

Eﬂui;ngmmrnuky. the report
The ITAR-Tass news

lal-d the rebels would
not 17 police officers
from Hmrnnlhluh along with
the other hostages but would
try to swap them for Chechen
being held as prison-

ers of war by the Russians.
Russian officials say they
captured about 30 Chechen

guerillas during the battle in

of

ll was unclea.r if the group

of hostages to be freed Tue
day included 29 Russian con-

struction workers kidna

more than a month ago or 30
workers seized at a power
plant in the Chechen cngg.l
during the standoff in -

vomayskaya.

While NTV said about 60
hostages would be let go,
ITAR-Tass said it would only

be the civillans taken from.

Pmm.
The gunmen’'s Ileader,
Salman was

the Chechen ﬂ‘hterl who
escaped the Russian attack.
hlllddhdtwmuﬂcppod
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Labour Party chooses Peres as PM candidate

JERUSALEM. Jan 22:

Pripme Minister Shimon
Per¢s on ‘Monday dismissed
. tion he mtends to call
‘ear ui“:;nifqu hhu.: left
mly

his mind,

"l don't intend to call I'I:tr

election. | would like
to see the elections takin
place on the (prescribed
date, and unless there will be
an unforeseen reason. | hope
they wil! be duly conducted
in accordance with the law.”
Peres told Israel radio.

The elections are sched-
uled for October 29, but
leading figures in Peres'
Labour had for
an earlier date, May 15.

Peres said earlier this
month that he might call

elections if it became
difficult to maintain his nar-
row majori tn parliament.

: Fe_ru instructed

' Peres dismisses earl

Labour's secretary general,

Nissim Zvili. Lo make prepa-

ey £ ﬂ%ﬂ“ i
Ehrr:h. just in case the elec-

tion date is brought forward,
Since the November 4 as-

sassination of Prime Minister

gl el Pl
n g in optmon

and some ﬁnﬁﬂ:

been advocaling carly elec-

ﬁu to take” advantage ;OI'

nii.* su to continue as
Israel's leader, Prime Minis-
ter Shimon Peres was named
the Labour Party candidate
{:" elections -htidp for later

S year, reports
Ol'll}“ three of the ruling
party's 1,296 central com-
mittee members voted
Peres, who ran unop-

In a subdued ncéeptanm:

Meanwhile, Win- -

yﬁun!ay Peres ac-

speec
knowledged
dac}r resulted froam
Novemiber 4 I;lillﬂltk;l
a right m
ewish nationalist. Peres,
who succeeded Rabin, noted
confessed gunman Yigal Amir
had hnpu:l to kill him as well.

"Whal
a bullet, whic
not hlt me. It

Peres and the Labour Party

are far ahead of the ri ﬂ:.
wing opposition in public

opinion polls,

:.- e ; T R . R o P

Thme survivors (ﬁ"um L to R} Cnrnlm Harrlmn Btmre Nlchnlunn botn ..om the UK, and
Mnrgmtﬂmttyﬁ'nmthaUSofnfenwdiuaatormdthelatutnmmalocal paper at the
ncy ward of Zainul Abidin Hospital, after being brought from Sabang to Banda

emerge
Aceh on Sunday. At least 50

nutlﬂaﬂabangunl?nday

people died, including two foreigners, when a ferry hit mch

—AFPH.WBphoto

that his candi-

DHAKA TUESDAY, JANUARY 23, 1996

MT the Record

Sharon Stulur reactu.tn wmmng the hulim Glnbe
Award on Sunday for Best Actress: Motion Picture-

Drama for her role in

"Casino” at the 53rd annual

Golden Awards in Beverly Hills, California.

a

— AFP/UNB photo

RIO DE JANEIRO: President Fernando Henrique

Cardoso forgot

to check with his wife before vetoing

legis-

lnuun that would legalise voluntary sterilisation, reports

"Imndclmlmhe"

—

Cardoso was quoted Sunday as
newsmagazine Vega.
talk to me,

his wife Ruth Cardoso. a

the Ria newspaper O Globo. "We have the

to guarantee women the right to choose fr
st s L M
Sterilisation #s the second most common form of birth

control in Brazil after the birth control

week vetoed le

sterilisation of people W 25 who have two or

His veto came as a
Health Hlnlutcr Adib J
technical pru‘rll
nuluru:lﬂ

llegal an

pill. Cardoso last
permit voluntary
more

se not only to his wife, but to
r who had given the bill
said th¢ president
alysis that suggested

part of the legillaﬁon conflicted with triml.nal law,

the church opposes
he:rmg age

u%.?"

in Congress,

Brazil is a predominantly Roman Catholic co

now s Baw to co
t cannot reverse his
duubu‘ul whcthcr he can ral.ly tle necesapry two-

and

sterilisations. However, Health ‘Min-
mﬂnultk:u show that 27 per cent of Brazilian women of
have. hem Ssterilised, mny after . giving .-

s |
s
third vote

Clasuc snatchlng

NAPLES, Italy: In a class
tagonist was actress Claudia

rse snatch the pro-
inale, repo ‘I}lEP

Cardinale and her husband. movie dlre-:*lur and right-

senator Pasquale Squitieri,

t Friday

night when a youth ripped

were stopped at a red
lfalc: watch off

s wrist while dnother opened Ihe pnnsengcr door and

uatnleCardInajel purse.

The thieves vanished into the streets in a scenario
famﬂhr to many tourists and Neapolitans victimised by the

tori," as the thieves are called.
didn't under what was happening until they
had fled.” the Rome daily La Repubblica quoted the actress

as nﬁ-:,
56-year-old actress known for her roles in Fellin's

"8 1/2° "The

Leopard” lost 425 dollars worth of lire
and French francs, her identification, a credit card and a
e ticket to Paris, Corriere Della Sera of Milan said.

Australia urges world to
halt nuclear arms race

SYDNEY. Jan 22: Australia,

crusading to rid the world of

nuclear weapons, today u

the international cnnunurﬁﬁ

to seize an historic pause in

the nuclear weapons race to

nnmhnhah nuclear arms, r:pnnn
ter

"We've got a fortuitous
Iapsc in t“ nuﬂ;umml
race,” Kea t ney
Radio, before n*uenday’a inau-
gural meeting of an Australian
task force o nent in-
ternational formed to
advise the Nations on
abolishing nuclear arms.

Keating said the end of
the Cold War between the

United States and the farmer

Soviet Union offered a rare
chance to rid the world of

nuclear weapons.
"There's a window of op-
Eortunlty . . . but what we
ave to be careful of is that
we don't get into a multi-po-
lar game, that is with many
other countries, likes m
perhaps Iran, Pakistan,

shows Palestmzans endorse peace

"What is wﬂt is the
election in | Arafat said
earlier, standing beside
former US President Jimmy
Clrtu' the most prominent

600 foreign observers

mﬁtnﬁngthr.puﬂ:

The observers ju
that voting was free and ltr
despite some reports of ir-
regulmtiu

any world leaders con-
gutulated Arafat on his vic-
but Arab radicals said the
was false because it ex-
E‘.ﬂ&;ﬁ“ﬁﬂ‘&;ﬂ‘,ﬁi
' Araf:?d will rule of
areas
the West Bank and Gaza
freed of Israeli occupat

he negotiates a final

settlement of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict in the
three years.

He has described the
1993 Oslo Peace Accord as
the first step on the road to a
Palestinian state with
Jerusalem as its capital. But |
qu con A

Arafat is now to
convene the Palestinian
liament-in-exile, the P -
tine National Council, in the
self-rule areas once Israel al-
lows in the rest of its mem-
bers, who include some of Is-
rael’s bitterest opponents.

One of them, George
Habash, head of the ar
Front for the Liberation of
Palestine, spurned an Israeli
invitation to return as a tactic
to help'the PLO to amend its

- constitution to calling for Js-

rael's destruction.

AP adda tulations
for Yasser Arafat in
from across the world
after a historic Palestinian
election gave the PLO chief a
solid mandate to continue his

"It was an a for
the t between the
uldmjndmby

the Palestinian p

Israeli Prime Minister Shl-

mon Peres.

- t_[|'|| Saturd ing,
alat

the vote for pltﬂd:: Il'ld his

su rs won a ma of

the B8 seats on the national
council.

United Nations
Coordinator Terje Larsen,
who helped broker the
landmark 1993 Oslo -
ment that launched the Is-

raeli-Palestinian pem ac-
"an essential demen_ pent of the

process.
French President

Jacques Chirac phoned
compliment Arafat on the
"brilliant election” and reaf-
o et s e | R

PIIE.TIHII'I pml'.\h'. tht

Dini, who also over
the Council,
said s commitment to

't

Korea, and Israel developing
nuclear weapons.
"It may take decades to

'happen l:mtwr:havetnmnh

This initiative is

-a beginning.
‘unlikely to come from the.

nuclear weapons states the-

+ mseélves.” he said.

" Members of the govern-
ment's Canberra Commission,
which includes former US
defence secretary Robert
McNamara, former French
prime minister Michel Ro-
card and 1995 Nobel Peace
Prize winner Joseph Rotbiat,
lunched with Keating today
in y before the com
mission's first official meeb
ing in Canberra.

,Earlier, McNamara told
utatcwned Australian Broa-
dcasting Corporation radio

- that the commission had to

move the five declared nu-.
clear powers. Britain, China,
France. Russia and the
United States, towards ac-
cepting an end to nuclear

weapons.

Clinton declares
Pennsylvania

disaster zone

WASHINGTON, Jan 22: US
President Bill Clinton de-
clared a a disaster
area on Sunday because of
floods that killed at least 17
mrpk and drove thousands

their homes, reports

a spokesman
emer-

Jﬂhl'l Comey,
for the Penns
gency management agency
said the state is estimating
of damage ?umdl bridges

to
and homes, and said there
were 17 flood-related deaths




