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NEWS BRIEFS
BNP expels two

The Bangladesh Jatiy-
atabadi Dal yesterday ex-
elled Mohammad alac

and, vice president, Ra-
shahi rlt}' branch and Saleh
{Jddm 1ising secretary,
Ra]s.hahi istrict branch for
their anti-party activities. a
BNP press release said yes
terday. The decision comes
into immediate effect, re-
ports BSS.

Bus services in

Chandpur resume

From Our Correspondent

CHANDPUR. Jan 22: Bus
services to and from Chand-
pur resumed this evening
after 10 days. The services
were suspended on January
13 following an accident at
the town bus terminal in
which a college girl was
killed on the spot.

JP secretariat
meet today

A meeting of the Jatiya
Party secretariat members
will held at its Banani of-
fice at 4 pm today. JP Secre-
tary General Anwar Hossain
Manju asked the secretariat
members. presidents and
?cn:ral secretaries of its all
ront organisations and its
Dhaka City units to attend the
meeting, reports UNB.

41 arms recovered

Law enforcing agencies
recovered 41 firearms, 155
ammunition and 10 explo-
sives yesterday, the 33rd day
of the coun ide drive for
illegal arms. Acmrding to the
Law and Order Coordination
Cell of the Election Commis-
sion. during the period the
law enforcing agencies also
arrested 306 prﬂ!p!r on vari-
ous charges, including pos-
session uf illegal arms,

ports UNB.

re-

H.nm  Jan |

qﬁhﬂi Iftar
2 | B3 -

' i 'F inﬂ?m
3 | 24 [519am | 5.43;:-;111.
4 | % [519m | 543pm

Opposition parties plan

President to be urged
to cancel polls

By Reaz Ahmad and Mizan Ali

The major opposition po-
litical parties are planning to
request the President to
send the army personnel
back to the barracks and urge
him to cancel the scheduled
parliamentary elections, ac-
cording to sources.

was called in to as-
sist the civil administration
in the arms recovery drive at
the initiative of the Election
Commission.

Confirming the Opposi-
tion's plan to request the
President, Organising Secre-
tary of the Awami League
Mohammad Nasim told
Daily Star that they were
thinking in that line but the
decision had not been fi-
nalised.

Secretary General of the
Jatiya Party Anwar Hossain
Manju. when contacted, said
the issue was discussed at a
joint meeting of the opposi-
tion parties recently and the
Opposition would make its
move after a decision was
taken in that regard.

Jamaat Secretary General
Moulana Matiur Rahman
Nizami said the Opposition
may meet the President or
send him a letter as regards
withdrawal of the army from
its civil operations and can-
cellation of the general elec-
tions scheduled to be held on
February 15.

The Opposition had ear-
lier issued a statement call-
ing upon the President, who

is also the Supreme Com-
mander of the armed forces,
to send the armny back to the
barracks.

Meanwhile, the three ma-
jor opposition parties at a
joint rm:'.etm%I last night re-
E-Dhred that they would safe-
guard the Constitution and

mocracy by foiling the rul-
ing BHFs bid to hold a one-
parl}r election under a 'blue-
print’ and wunseating the
autocrat’ prime minister.

The meeting, held at the
residence of AL presidium
member Abdus Samad Azad.
also called upon the parties
agitating against the BNP
government to launch a mas-
sive movement by mobilising
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Bid to stave off the bite of cold by the shelterless in the city last night.
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Mercury in city

Star Report

The city dwellers yester-
day experienced the colde it
day of the current winter.

The season's lowest tem-
perature in the capital — 9.2

——

degrees Celsius
recorded yesterday.
The lowest temperature in
the country was recorded at
5.8 degrees Celsius at Sri-
mongal on January 19.
e country inc]uding the
capital is experiencin
chilly weather for the %&st

was

-couple of days as a cold wave

from the Himalayan region is
sweeping it.
eathermen at the Met
office in the city told The
Daily Star that mercury would
show a gradual rise within
the next five to seven days
with the weakening of the
cold spell.
The present cold spell has
particularly hit the nurlhern
and Sylhet regions.
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| vessels have been
| ‘traffic

Brisk sale of iftar items in a city area just before sunset

on the first day of Ramadan yesterday.

Hearing of

A unique

andidates at EC

— Star photo

1

chance to

become MP'

By Staff Correspondent

The Election Commission
(EC) }rrut:rday began hearing
J;]pca s from the candidates

ose nomination apers
were rejected on different

ounds during scrutiny. The
earing will conclude today

A total of 111 nomination
papers were rejected and 46
candidates appealed for
hearing.

Three nomination papers
were kept for review follow-
ing "applications from differ
ent quarters” The EC will
review those at a meeting
later in the month, sources
in the EC said.

The petitioners appeared
before the court comprising
the Chief Election Commis-
sioner, the Election Com-
missioner and some officials
of the EC Secretariat.

Most of the rejected nom-
ination papers were either
for being 'incomplete’ or
defective’ or the candidates
were found to be bank loan
defaulters

As an EC official called out
the names of the petitioners.

Fresh congestion grips

they came one by one for the
hearing.

Ohajuddin, who had filed
nomination for Mymensingh
11 constituency pleaded that
he did not know how to fill
up the nomination form and
s0 there were mistakes in it
But the CEC rejected his ap-
peal saying a long time was
given for uuhmiuiun of nom-

ination
Hpﬂ Md Kalu Bhuiya

!mm Chandpur-5 whose
nomination paper was re-
jected on the ground of being
a loan defaulter claimed that
he was not a loan defaulter.
When the CEC asked for rele

vant papers Kalu said that he
had made a "verbal arrange

ment” with the bank for re-
payment of the loan he took
in 1993

Faruque Ahmed From

Gﬂpali{an 1 claimed that he
D&?Id up his loan of Tk
on January 18 and

wrnt to submit relevant pa-
pers from the bank to the re-
turning officer. But the re-
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Ramadan

By Staff Correspondent

Prices of essentials shot
up significant]ly on_the first
day Kutcrday of the holy

of Ramadan.

Diﬂ'crmt varieties of fish,
meat, edible oil, sugar. pulses
and vegetables were sellin
in the city markets at muc
higher’ prices than in the last
few days.

Beef was being sold at
Taka 70 and mutton at be-
tween Taka 110 and 115 per

at_the New Market instead

Taka 60 and Taka 90. At
the Mohammadpur market
the price of* mutton rose
Taka 150 yesterday. The
Dhaka city corporation had
earlier fixed the price of beef
at Taka 60 and mutton at
Taka 90. Price of a medium-
sized chicken rose from Tk
60 to Taka 90.

~ At the fish mlrhtt. a
dozen of small Koi wprth

| was sold at Taka
‘or Katel .earMer
sold around Taka 150 per kg
was sold at between Taka

200 and 225 yesterday.
Price of small-size

shrimps rose [rom Taka 150
per kg to Taka 200 and that
of medium size from Taka

See Page 12 col 6

By Staff Correspondent
The planned sit-in b

some 50 smaller ies an
‘alliances’ before the Prime
Minister's office to demand
her resignation did not take
place yesterday,

Sources Iin some of those

parties claimed that none
came flor the programme
following ‘understanding

with the ruling party But the
sources did not say what sort
of ‘'understanding’ was
reached.

Leaders and representa-
tives of the so-called parties
and alliances who had gath-
ered at the Election Commis-
sion secretariat in the city for
polls symbols at an im-
promptu meeting threatened
to withdraw party candidates
from the Is it the Prime
Minister did not resign im-
mediately.

Khalilur Rahman Ma-
umder and Khandakar

ahtab Uddin who are con-
testing the forthcoming polls
had told reporters that the
meeting also decided to hold
a sit-in before the Prime
Minister's office on Monday

See Page 12 col 8

Chittagong Port

CHITTAGONG, Jan 22

Fresh congestion has gripped
the Chittagong Port for the
last one week with the in-

crease in the number of
foodgrains rarryin% ships and
container vesse calling
here, port sources said

Consequently., the turn-
around period of foreign ves
sels arriving at the port, went

up to B days now from 5 or 6

days earlier the sources said

Besides, the forei cargo
acing a
jam at the outer an
chorage before getting berth
at the port jetties

In last one week aver 10

| foodgrains carrying vessels

and about the same number
of container ships arrived at
rt. This resulted in a
though it

su en congestion

| eased from the middle last

momnth. the sources added

From Nurul Alam

Talking to The Daily Star
today. a senior port official,
said "The congestion prob-
lem again hit our port only
due to the arrival of in-
creased number of foodgrains
vessels and container ships”

[ranian minister
In City

Nejad Hosseinean, Deputy
Petroleum Minister of Inter-
national Affairs of the Islamic
Republic of Iran, arrived here
last night on an official visit
to Bangladesh, reports BSS

Energy and Mineral Re-
sources Secretary Moham-
mad Faizur Razzak received

the minister at Zia Interna-
tional "‘L'l’pﬁ

The deputy minister who
is leading a high level official
AdAelegation is scheduled to

leav= on Wednesday

The port authorities re-
viewed the situation at a
meeting today

The meeting suggested
constructing another con-
tainer terminal and inland
container depot (ICD) on an
emergency basis to tackle
such a problem, the official
said.

Port sources said that as
of today 5 foodgrains carrying
vessels anchored at port jet-
ties and 4 were waiting at the
outer anchorage while 4
container ships anchored at
the jetties and 4 were wait-
ing at the outer anchor

Meanwhile. over 13,000
containers of cargo remained
stockfiled at the port sheds
now as against the port's ca-

acity to accommodate only

Og containers This has
rausrd congestion at the port
sheds the sources said
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leaders after

PM addresses

Shipment failure & other reasons

‘nationtoday | Garment sector loses

export earning by
Tk 1200cr a year

By Govinda Shil

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister and chair-
person of the ru BNP Be-
Khaleda Zia address
e nation at 6:30 pm today.
The radio and the televi-
sion will air the s h on
the eve of her mt‘ur I.I:Fehru
campaign -
ary 15 parltament elections.
Sources close to the
Frlmc Minister said, in her
peech she would lain her
Erlrt}r s 'all out' efforts to
ng the major to
e elections by maxi-
mum concessions wi the
ambit of the Constitution as
s the latter's demand
for a caretaker administra-
tion to hold the polls.
Begum Zia is also ex-
to the consti-
utirm.l obl tlnnn for con-

the elec-
5esp| the
m met nturg.ny

partm the
are- !thlnel
meeting to give a final touch
to the draft of her speech.
Meanwhile, the PM is
scheduled to visit the mazar
of Hazrat Shahjalal at S lhet
today before kicking her
party's official cl:ctjnn cam-

paign.

L]

The country loses at least
Taka 1200 crore a year in
Farments exports because of
ailure to ensure timely
shipment, lack of quality
control and alleged whimsi-
cal behaviour of a section of
buyers sometimes, according
to sources in the BGMEA,
Export Promotion Bureau
(EPB) and banks concerned.

Buycrs sometimes
"whimsically” reject the lot
showing reasons beyond
normal trading practices,
claimed the sources.

"The amount lost is as
high as 10 to 15 per cent of
the total t.xpﬂrt earnings
Irnm said a mem-

t'l'né meﬂiﬂ Commit -
tee of the Bangladesh Gar-
ments Manufacturers and
Exporters Association
(BGMEA).

Badal Roy. Managing Di-
rector of Samaron Fashion
Private Limited and executive
director of the BGMEA

leader, said, lengthy proce-
dures in customs and banks
congestion at port and har-
tals and strikes were the
main reasons for the failure
in timely shipment.

"I cannot take deliv of
fabrics valued at US dollars
30.000 from the Benapol
land port due to labour strike
there now,” Roy said. "This
will lead to delay in produc-
tion and export.”

Talking to The Daily Star.

a senior official of the EPB

said, some manufacturers

sometimes cannot maintain

roper documents for which
uyers cancel their deals.

"We lack legal provisions
to fight such unwanted hap-
penings from abroad. This
affects our garments manu-
facturers severely.,” the offi-
cial said requesting
anon l%'

An official of Janata Bank
at Dilkusha said Banks in

Sec Page 12 Col |

Doctors at DMCH continue strike

'Umon allowed pharmacies'

Doctors at the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH) continued their
strike for the third day yes-
terday, demanding removal of
illegal pharmacies from the
hospital premises and pun-
ishment to a person who al-
legedly assaulted some on
duty doctors on Friday night.

A meeting in this regard
was held yesterday with the
doctors. internes, nurses and

empl s of the institution
attending it. Besides, the
principal of the college and

the director of the hospital
were present at the meetin
held at the conference hall o
the hospital.

On a visit to the DMCH., it
was found that a number of
shops including two pharma-
cies were operating in front
of the tmr:r%cnc-y section of
the hospital. Doctors said
these were functioning with-
out proper authorisation from
the administration.

Dipu, who allegedly as
saulted some doctors in Ward
No 35 Friday night, is operat
ing SD Pharmacy. one of the
two pharmacies

SD pharmacy was found

Star Report

closed while the other — Day-
Night pharmacy — was op-
erating. Witnesses said that
the pharmacy run by Dilli_l‘u
remained closed since the
Incident involving him.

The two pharmacies are
being run by the Union of
class Il and class IV employ-
ees for carrying out their
welfare activities, said
Moslem Mia, a leader of the
Union.

The required permission
from the authorities was ob-
tained before the pharmacies
started operating almost two
years back. he claimed.

A salesman at the Day-
Night pharmacy claimed that
they had nothing to do with
the hospital management as
regards their business be-
cause they got the premises
from the Union.

"We have our accounts
with the Union,” added the
rmph:l_vtt of the pharmacy,
owned by a medicine trader,
Amanullah Aman.

Doctors claimed that the
illegal shops including the
two pharmacies were served
with notices by the Director
ol the DMCH some time back

to close their business.

Union leaders said that
they assured the Director of
vacating the premises when-
ever the authorities required
the land.

Doctors at the DMCH
started an indefinite strike
from Saturday. demanding

Text books for

classes IX, VI |

yet to reach
market

Star Report

Text books for Classes IX
and VI except that for one
subject are not yet available
in the market.

Only the English text book
for Class VI reached the
market vesterday while the
rest are likel available
by the end of this month, ac-
cording to book sellers and
publishers.

Market sources said that
the books for Class IX would
not be available until the first
week of next month as the
manuscripts reached the
publishers late.

Chairman of the Text Book
Board. Prof Md Khurshed
Alam, when contacted by The
Daily Star, said "we do not
give manuscripts, rather we

rovide the 'positives’ of the
oks which reduces a lot of
work for them.”

The positives of all the

See Page 12 col 6

Cabinet approves
Bankruptcy
Ordinance

The cabinet at a meeting

yesterday approved. in prin-
ciple, the Bankruptcy Ordi-
nance 1996, reports UNB.

A proposal for amendment
to the Special Security Force
Ordinance 1986 was also en-
dorsed by the Cabinet.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia presided over
the meeting held in the cabi-
net room ol the PM's office.

Ministers and State Minis-
ters in charge of different
ministries attended the
meeting. Cabinet Secretary,
Principal Secretary to the
Prime Minister and secre-
taries concerned were pre-
sent.

Poor utilisation rate

ADP project aid
cut by 1lpc

Project aid cnmlpon:nl of
the current Annual Develop-
ment Programme (ADP) I'm:l:u
an 1] per cent cut because of
slower-than-expected utilisa-
tion rate, r s UNB.

Official sources said the
authorities, engaged in KB‘)
Frammin the revised P
5-96. proposed
of the targeted

roject aid volume from Tk
g crore to Tk 4460
crurt slashing a chunk of Tk
570 crore.

An official in the Miniutr_‘,r
of Planning aired scepticism
about utilisation prospects of
even a tailored project aid
target of Tk 4460 crore
when political situation is
likely to deteriorate further
in the coming months

Project ald component In
the revised ADP of the last fi

downsizin

nlncinl ar also faced a cut
crore or 6 per

crnt
The Economic Relations

Division (ERD) held a review
meeting last month with pro-
ject authorities where the
ERD functionaries expressed
dissatisfaction at the rate of
aid utilisation.

According to sources, dif-
ferent project officials at the
meeting pointed out frequent
extraneous influences in

roject works, specially In

ndrrlng which were seri-
ously hampering the imple-
mentation. Prnfcrtn under
city corporations. roads and
water development are fac-
ing sloth due to such inter
ruption.

The World Bank, a major
provider of the project aid to
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in the govt exchequer.

taxpayer.

5874, 3505 (Jessore).

DFP-1555-20/1
G-1386

Government of the People's Republic
of Bangladesh

National Board of Revenue, Dhaka

Special Notification on VAT

Itis observed that some sweetmeat shops, hotel-
restaurants, decorators, caterers, mechanised
laundris, community centres, gold-ornament shops,
beauty parlours etc. registered under VAT are not
giving VAT cashmemo to the customers while
receiving their service cost. As a result, deposit of
the VAT, paid by the customer is not being ensured

Itis legally mandatory to issue cashmemo in the
prescribed proforma in each case stating service
cost & VAT separately or including the VAT with
| the cost & mentioning it thereof.

The system of issuing cashmemo has not been
relaxed or withdrawn in case of any dues. Capacity
basis VAT also has not been imposed in case of any

To ensure deposit of your VAT paid with the
service cost in the Govt exchequer, please ask for
VAT cashmemo from the service sellers.

On any matter regarding VAT, please contact
phone Nos 406848, 408604 Dhaka (South); 893422,
892606 Dhaka (North); 500958, 504086 (Chittagong);
5702, 5512 (Rajshahi); 61970, 62340 (Khulna) and

The VAT paid by you is playing an important
role in the economic development of the country.

As a conscious citizen of the country, your
cooperation in this regard is earnestly solicited.

National Board of Revenue




