12 The Dwvily Sbar

— Ghe Bmlu §hrr
188 youth bodies get

Tk 20 lakh from
PM's welfare fund

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia yesterday doled
out Tk 20 lakh to 188 youth
organisations aiming to in-
volve unemployed youths in
'ltlf em lnﬁmrnt activities,

reports

The hands of every
worker should be engaged in
productive activities to face
the formidable challenge of
the Twenty First century she
said givi & away the money
from the Welfare Trust Fund
of the Youth and Sports Min-
istry at a simple ceremony at
the International Conference
Centre. .

“The great challenge of
the 21st century is con-
fronting us. The youth com-
munity can play the key role
in facing the challenge.” the
Prime .Minister sai She
hoped the youths would play
fhe role as guide in the na-
tion building activities.

She said the budﬁetar}'
allocation for the yout -
tor was Tk 6.93 crore in the
1989-90 [fiscal while it
surged up to Tk 205 craore in
the current financial year.
The current allocation is 30
times as high as that of 1989-
90 fiscal.

Not only the budgeta
.allocation. Begum Zia said.
the undertaken youth-devel-

opment programmes of her

government had already
achieved tremendous suc-
cess.

So far, 3.15 lakh youths
and women have been pro-
vided training. Of them, she
told the function, 60 per
cent have already undertaken
self-employment activities.

She said the Welfare Trust
Fund of the Ministry of Youth
and Sports was providing
grants to those youths who
are pre £ development-
orien jects to alleviate
poverty and trying for sell-
reliance, making arrange-
ment for self-employment for
the ths.

e Prime Minister said
last year 67 organisations
were given Tk 10 lakh as
rants, and the amount was
oubled this year. Gradually
the youth organisations are
getting government grants.

"We know that this
is not sufficient to the
requirements. Yet | that
this little amount will help

the youths on their way to
srtf-rcliam:e

I i i

hoped that the nrgnnlntlunl
would contribute to the na-
tional uplift endeavours
through pr?}!.:er utilisation of
pubuc weal

Thousands move to high
land to escape US flood

NEW YORK, Jan 21: Thou-
sands of people were moved

to high ground for much of

Saturday in Pennsylvania and
hundreds more were urged
to get out of communities on

the Delaware and Ohio rivers

to escape devastating flood-
ing, reports AP.

"We are bracing for a ve
dangerous weekend.” sai
John Comey, spokesman for
the Pennsylvania Emergency

Plan to expand

From Page 1

ject to apprise its effective-
ness.

After appraisal, these ac-
tivities may be duplicated
elsewhere,

Under this project, low
income people are provided
with medicine, blood and
treatment free of cost.

On the other hand, the
Ministry's Rural Social Wel-
fare Service [RSS) pro-
gramme providing credit to
eight lakh members of
51,000 groups in the country
will also be expanded in view
of its 96 per cent loan recov-
ery rate, said the source.

"Some of the programmes
under the Ministry need ex-
ansion and evaluation,” said

hah Abdul Hannan, Addi-
tional Secretary in charge of
the Ministry. "VWe ore giving
grrat lmpﬂrtﬂnre to consoli-

ating these programmes
and making thern more cﬂ'ec-
tive for poverty alleviation.”

Hannan added that the
expansion of the welfare pro-
grammes will he made with
minimum increase in admin-
istrative cost,

Justice Sarker

From Page 1

He was buried at the Mar-
tyred Intellectuals’ Grave-
yard in Mirpur.

Justice Sarker was born at
Haldibart in Cooch Behar,
West Bengal, on January 2,
1932.

He took active part in the
Historic Language Movement
in 1952 and was decorated
with a medal by late Presi-
dent Ziaur Rahman on Febru-
ary 24, 1981].

Justice Sarker was ele-
vated as a judge to the high
court division on December
30, 1983 and the &ppcl]ate
Division of the Supreme
Court on June 8, 1995.

He left behind his wife,
four sons and one daughter.

Condolences

| BSS adds: President Ab-

dur Rahman Biswas yesterday
expressed his profound grief
and sorrow at the sudden
death of Justice Ismailuddin
Sarkar, a justice of the Appel-
late Division of the Bangla-
desh Supreme Court.

On hearing his death
news, President Biswas went
to his residence to pay re-

t to the late justice and
offered munajat for the salva-
tion of the departed soul. He
talked to the members of the
bereaved family and consoled
them to bear the loss with
fortitude.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia has expressed
her profound grief at the
death of Justice Ismailuddin
Sarker.

In a condolence message
yesterday, the Prime Minis-
ter said Justice Sarker was
an eminent jurist and he
made significant contribution
to uphold the rule of law in

the country. His death is a big

lauu to the country's judi-
, she nhaﬁnred

pca.lu:r Shaikh Razzaque

Ali also expressed his deep

shock and sorrow at the

death of Justice Mohammad
Ismailuddin Sarker.

T — e

‘Management Agency

At least 30 deaths were
blamed on the combination of

cold, blizzard conditions and .

flooding since midweek from
thes plains to the East Coast.
Four people were missing.

Hundreds of roads and
bridges were closed by high
water, along with some wnt:r
and sewage plants. Barges
and pleasure boats broke
from their moorings and
drifted on the Ohio r and
its upper tributaries.

A burst of record warmth
that contributed to the rapid
snow melt and floodi in
the East was squeezed off the

~ continent by arctic tempera- 4

tures.

At the heart of the frigid
air mass, Saturday morni
temperatures shocked even
northern Minnesota, falling
to 57 below zero (-49 de-

ees Celsius) at Tower and

ass.

- Fearful of a repeat of
deadly 1972 floods. officials
in Pennsylvania ordered the
relocation of more than
100,000 people from flood-
plain areas of Wilkes-Barre
and surrounding communi-
ties to emergency shelters.

Wilkes-Barre residents
were allowed to return home
about 10 hours later, after
the Susquehanra - River
crested abhout 1.5 feet [.5
meters) below flood stage.

UNDP, UNFPA
to set up sectt
in Dhaka
By Staff Correspondent

The UNDP and UNFPA in
its executive board meeting
on Friday approved "South-
South “Cooperation Pro-
gramme” and decided to set
up the programme's central
secretariat at Dhaka, reports
Probe nm agency from New

York, quoting an official at- .

tf:nding the meeting.
According to the official,

ten countries, which will

work under the pro
unanimously voted for estab-

lishment of the programme's
E:rmancnt secretariat in

The official also told the
agency that the programme
was first agreed in the Cairo
conference for ulation
development irr 1 and he
termed the prugrammc as
"partner fnr population de-
velopment.”

e member countries |

are: Columbia, t. Kenya,
Mexico, Indonesia, Tunisia,
Zimbabwe, Morocco and host

Bangladesh.

Tk 27 cr Japanese
grant for EPI

Japan will provide 30&«*

milion Japanese equiva-

lent to about Taka 27 crore
under the Global.Issues Ini-
tiative (GII) Fruﬁramme for
observarice o ational Im-
munization Days (NIDS) in
B adesh, reports BSS.

e Japanese grant will be
used for procurement of oral
polio vaccine (OPV) and cold
chain equipment.

A tripartite agreement to

this effect was signed here
yesterday among B

overnment, UNICEF, Bang-
adesh and Japan Inter-

national Cooperation Agency-

(JICA).

The signing function was
attended by Director, EPI,
Project Dr Shamsul H

ef. Health and Nu :
UNICEF Dr Eric Larouche
and JICA resident -
taum Masaaki Matsu
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Awami League President Sheikh Hasina addressing a public meetmg at Bnngahandhu

— Star photo

polls process
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she said
Lalbagh killd

he naid

dividual was depri
litical pnrﬂu
forthcoming po
."On the
tution, BNP is
to '88,

.'wunuu in the city yesterday.

JP-warns govt Sto

of agitation

from Jan 31

The Jatiya Party
called upon the

before

from the Homle Minister. to
make the drive effective.

She also su
arms drive be
the real depo

ted that
aunched in
ts of illegal
: ding the residen-
tial halls of the Dhaka Uni-
versity and other educational
institutions. “None can carry
legal arms without the pro-
tection of the government.”
she observed.
movement
people's votin
be continued
resignation of
overnment,
for neutral caretaker
t can be realised.”
a declared ¢
to continue the

ok
o rally

dressed

u alter DCC

the lust for
of an in-

"".!u the

of Consti-
to revert
trying to snatch the
voting right of 1he Ie :
she said, adding
of the F!rlmt thilter
kpedalling the country,
towards conflict
frontation.”
Hasina said ru
parliament,
unilateral rle?u:unfmdh
ng peopie's [ranchise
nErlnt violation of thé
Constitgtion.
rejected the elec-
tion of 1988, and they
again reject it in 1996.,"

saying that s
for a solution of the

political crisis,
ernment obstructed it

again.

She said the
suffering from anxie
uncertain
to the

anuary 31,
se it warned tlut it
for an allout agita
tion to bring down the gu-r
reports UNB.
Addressing a
ference, JP acting Chairman
Mizanur Rahman Chowdhury
announced

contact programme
vate the candidates to wlt.h
draw nominations and elec-
tion officials not to conduct
the 'one-party farcical elec-

Mizan also urged
ernment to resign

sponse to the ple's de-
mand, ntherwlupet{:e wnnwd

fresh anti-government
ramme wou

nched from

He said that the new pro-
mme, beginning today will

the second
movement and the third and

final phase will be launched

Moudud Ahmed blamed
ment for the on-
ng crisis and said it was
unfortunate that the party
which
through ballot became un-
democratic. He said the
sent crisis was the result
its ‘obstinacy."”

Begum Roushan Ershad,
poke press confer-
itical crisis
e country for

gean v:tud
ecision of the
government to hold unﬂnternl

igrioring Opposi-

would go

—erIMIENt,
press con-

restorin

rights wi

a 9-da

f§ bac

and con-

Flasina dec

movement.

was also ad-
by Awami League
leaders Abdus Samad Azad,
Abdul Mannan, Zillur Rah-

man, Bquu: Sajeda Chowd-

Profl Qamruzzaman,
Amir Hossain Amu. Abdur
Razzak, Tofael Ahmed. Abdul
Sengupta

Mozaffar Hossain Paltu and
Matia C

Later. the Aﬂmi League
activists brought out a

tﬂ__nl procession in the city.
Jyoti demands

Rao's resi

NEW DELHI, Jan 21: In-
rominent com- .
today  sought
ation of Prime
leldmhlﬂlnlnd
pnrhamtlrjdectiom
e wake of a

hriberymndll

in re-

frln11

ition leader,

phase of 208 H

Suranjit

le were

. They will not go
ing centres in
month of holy Ramadan.
of the h Ra-
madan will be distu
is held
month, Hasina said,
election cannot be held in
this month. )
About the arms-
., the Awami
chief said another
been started. In thc name of

came
Sanctit

election in this

gnation

dia's most

munist le
who also s

ml:l': said the

la:tn%wo

by the

recovery
o, ey
'ﬂﬂﬂﬂ
Svott Pams Gid's swesie
in the east-
ern city of Calcutta that Rao's

government
moral

power"

election _
tion's demand.

She called upon the peo-
ple to get united and make’
the QOpposition programme
aimed at protecting demeoc-
racy successful.

communist
Lhc Home Minis-
istributing lllegal

she lu;
the members of
armed forces to take that list

e e

ter w!lh
arms among the
party ‘terrorists.’

lost the
t to continue in

the disclo-
sures in the multi- -million-

gested
dollar scandal.

e et

‘Haitian President Jeam-Bertrand Aristide and US lawyer Mildred Tronillot sip drinks
Saturday during celebrations at his residence following their *nddmg Aristide, 42

Trnnﬂlot., 30, married in a quiet religious mmm —— AFPIUNB p

CHT crisis poses threat to
nat'l security, seminar told

The former Foreign Min-
ister. continui
observed that
had taken different shapes in
different times as the aﬁlﬁ;
sures a
of the situation, taken so far,
did not yield ponlttve out-
"Now the prob
threat to ’l'.hl.': nluun
rity." he warned.

DP Barua

BT, are

que lg;n - 4
sovereignty and indepen-
dence.
o s poacet ition of T
a u
nagnt’-tiun
ratist movement will
never bring any solution.”

m@:&?"‘"‘

Solution to the C

Hill Tracts ds on tutal co-

mainly d
opcrntlun rom India," Sham
Haque said.

‘Organised

roblem lies in

return of the tribals from
Tripura and cessation of ter-

rorism carried out
Bangladesh territory from
said former
ter Prof

pruhlemu
by the Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts and Na-
tional Coordination and Peace
Council, the seminar was also .
addressed by
Mainul Hosein, BSS Chief
Editor DP Barua and Dr Naz-
mul Ahsan Kalimullah. It was

m over by Saiful Islam
Scholar of Georgetown

ty KM Haque
presented
speech at the seminar mak-
ing an appeal
for initiating

their ca
Foreign
Shamsul Haque,
"Active coo
India is essential to resclve
prablem.” the National
Professor told a seminar at
a Press Club yester-

o8y th Y ﬁﬂtl‘: of caution
a e problem now 'poses

a thrtnt to the national secu-

S ng as chief at
the mmhnlr on Pumw?ru-
cess in the Chit :
Tracts (CHT),

Minister said India as
a gcb?lurin count
Bﬂllﬂﬂ = ]
tion could extend p
cooperation in resolving the
problem  rooted .
deep in hintnry — which is
more cmnpllutcd _

"l"he lulutfmdnf e Eﬂlil

rmjinlu

Barrister
ation fmm

jonal secu-

viewed that
g in the

related with the
national

ttha

Katser
key-note

to the people
a united move to
foil the cessationist move-
ment in the CHT.

He observed that certain
evil forces were active in.and
outside the country to frus-
peace pro-
torn hills.

He blamed the outlawed
Shantibahini, Pahari Chhatra
Parishad, Gana Parishad and
Hil Women Federation for
ntmg torture on inno-

ﬂﬁﬂﬂ. 'ethnic

ation and

trate the

cess in the 'u'u‘d

eountry muld
neither tolerate nor allow
separation of a land which is

Ell‘t and parcel of

issue — a

per[t)ctr

Lawyers demand
removal of
N'ganj thana OC

From Our Correspondent
NARAYANGAN.) Jan 21

' | Lawyers of the town de-

manded removal of two po-
lice officials including the OC

, ol Narayanganj thana while
. they continued boycott of the
' Magistrate's Court here for
. the second day today.

The police officials are the

- Officer-in-Charge (OC) Nurul

Alam.and Sub-Inspector Se-
lim:

The lawyers took the de-
cision at a meeting at the
auditorium of the district Bar
Association this mornin
with senior vice president o
the association Advocate
Akhter Hossain in the chair.

They began boycott of
First Class Magistrate's court
here after police assaulted a
lawyer in the courtroom and
baton charged some others in
the room of the OC of
Narayanganj tharsa on Satur-

10 BCL leaders

sued for burning
PM's effigy

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. Jan 2]1: ASI
Strajul Islam of Kotwali thana
has filed a case against ten
leaders of Chhatra League
(BCL) on charge of burning
effigy of Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia at the
Picture Palace Square Satur-
day evening.

The BCL activists had
burnt the .effi demanded
resignation of the PM.

e accused Saiful Is-
lam, tll{ resident of the
party. Al bar Tipu. Dipak.
Iahnnmr Janmlurlrdln Rumi,
Labu, Ripon. Azad, Subrata
and Shefarul Islam.

Resist one-party
polls : Jamaat

Jamaat leader Abbas All
Khan yesterday called u
the people to unseat the BNP
government thmugh agitation
and rfllﬂ-t thc ‘oge-party
election’, N%

hddrcu!ng a rally at the
northern gate of Baitul
Mukarram Mosque, he al-
leged that the ruling party.
ignoring the dema of the
EC'D le. had conspired to

old a 'farcical’' election to
serve the interest of their
masters abroad.

He announced an eight-
day countrywide programine
to force the government to

.
sided over by City Ja-
maat Ameer A T M Azharul
Islam, the rally was ad-
dressed by party's Secretary
General aulana Matiur
Rahman Nizami, Assistant
Secretaries General Muham-
mad Quamruzzaman and Ali
Ahshan Muhammad Muja-
heed and Fuhlif:it_'{] Secretary
Abdul Kader Molla

Khan hoped that there
would be a free and fair polls
under a caretaker govern-
ment in the country the
fall of the BNP government.

Polls symbols

From Page 1
ties boycotting the elections
requested the EC not to

Em away the symbols they
ad been uaing in paat elec-

Thc symbols reserved fors
diﬂ'ﬂtnt political parties are:
1. Peoples’ Democratic
Movement-Aeroplane, 2.
Freedom Party (Faruque)
Aﬁc 3. Bangladesh Jatiya

eba Dal- Bic ycle, 4. Jano

Dal-Date tree, 5. Krishak

Jukto Front-Bullecart, 6. 7-
Party Alliance-Bus, 7.
Bangladesh Jatiya Islami
Janata Party-Camel, 8. Social
Democratic Party-Candle, 9.
Bangladesh Krishak Sramik
Mukti Andolan-Cock, 10.
Jatiyatabadi Ganotantrik Dal-
Fish, 11. Jatiya Mukti Dal-
Football 12. Bangladesh Na-
tional Congress-Horse, 13.
National Awami Party [NﬁP
Bhasani) -Pen and Inkf:ol
Jatiya Janata Part Sheikh
Asad)-Ladder 15. Farakkha
asion O Protirodh Coun-
cil-Lamp. 16. Bangladesh
Muslim League (Zamir Ali)
Harrican, 1 7. Islami
Shashuntanturn Andolon-Mi-
nar, Mgutiahﬂ Jatiy-
atabadl Dal-Moon, 19. Jatiya
Hagnr:lk S ati-Rose, 20.
atiyatabadi Dal-

Sh of Pldd 2@ Progo-

tishil Ganut&ntﬂk Shakti-
Spade, 22. National Demo-
cratic Alliance-Star, 23.
Sammilito Islamic Sangram
Parisahd-Sword, 24. People's
Eu!idarﬂ}' Centre-Flower Tub,
Bangladesh Jatiya Peo-
plca Party-Kula, 26.
desh Gano Adhikar Frnnt*
Umbrella, 27. Moulana Bha-
sani Adarsha Bastobayon
Parishad — Duck, 28. Bangla-
desh Jatiyatabadi Awami
League (Moslehuddin)-Deer,
29. Bangaldesh Jatiyatabadi
Awami League (Mostapha)-
Rising Sun. 30. Jatiya Palli

Dal and 17-Party Democratic
Morcha-Chair, 31. 17-Party
Ganotantrik Morcha (Abu
Alam) -Wheel. 32. h
Bekar Shamaj-Hand Fan, 33.
Bhasani Panthi Allance-Rick-
shaw, 34. Bangladesh Gano
Mukti Dal-Key, 35. United
People's Party-Garland, 36.
United Democratic Front-
Wall Clock.37. nngldesh Is-
-Pi

" lamic Part

BI ades ehenoti Part]f
thal, 3% Democratic Re-
K‘ubhcan Party-Peacock, 40
uslim People's Party-Heli-
copter an 4]1. National
Democratic Party Tiger.
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ISLAMABAD. Jan 21: The embattled Afghan government
of President Burhanuddin Rabbani today ordered a
unilateral ceasefire in fighting against its opponents to
mark the start of Muslim fasting month of Ramadan. the
official Kabul Radio said, reports Reuter.

Muratovic new Bosnian PM
SARAJEVO., Jan 21: Hasan Muratovic, Minister for Rela-

tions with the NATO-led Implcmcntatmn Force (FFOR].
will be the new Bosnian Prime Minister. the state news

BH Press said today.

The announcement was made

ter incumbent Prime Minister Haris Silajdzic said he
would not retain 'um in the next government because

of a new law that

its authority. reports AFP.

BNP expects majority

in polls: Shamsul

and Informa-
tion Hirﬂutcr M Shamsul Is-

lam yesterday categorically
said the parliamentary polls
would be held on February 15

as scheduled by the Election
Commission. reports UNB.

"Election :cc{{ning to be

held as schedul

Constitution. It will bl.': Jfair
and transparent.” Islam told a

group uffjnurnalists repre-
senting

day afternoon.

The minister. who looked
relaxed and smiling, parried
a host of questions. curtly
saying: ”Hn comment” ... "]

don't

About the credibility of

the election without the

position, Islam said the

question of credibility does
not depend on the participa-

tion of political parties but on

voters.

“It will be credible, if peo-
ple exercise their voting
rights .... It is the duty of po-
litical purtlu to allow voters
to cast their votes and help

flourish democracy.”
Islam, who negotiated
frorn the BNP with the

sition on the issue of interim

caretaker government, said
the government side had

given enough concession to
the Opposition to have a
compromise on.a caretaker

government.

He mentioned the Prime
Minister's offer for resigna-
tion 30 days ahead of election
and formation of advisory
council headed by the Presi-
dent, the formula he said was
floated by Awami League

BCL goes on
rampage at DU

By DU Correspondent

Some activists of the
Awami League-backed Ban
ladesh Chhatra League (BC il
allegedly damaged two
private cars and a micro bus
in the TSC area of the Dhaka
Urﬂvcrlity z:lttrdn]r

activists went un

rampﬂg!: to protest the police
attack on an Awami Le

procession in the city yester-

Police lobbed some tear
gas shells to b the situa-
tion under control.

Launch salvaged:
2 more bodies

recovered
From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Jan 21: 11';:: ill-
fated ssenger launch ML
Al Madl;':l. which sank in the
Meghna river near Banger-
char of Bhola district on
Tuesday night was salvaged
this aﬂernut;:ii by the BIWTA

Hamza reached the spot
early hours of today but could
not start salvage work imme-
diately due to thick fog.

eanwhile, two more
unidentified bodies were re-
covered today from the
Meghna river near
Daulatkhan from where 9
}mdi:u were recovered ear-
fer.

Arafat

From Page 1

cent in the West Bank. The
militant Islamic group
Hamas, boycotting the vote,
had warned that it would
claim victory if iess than 50
per cent voted.

Although observers

charged Israeli police scared -

voters away from east
Jerusalem polls and there
were some irregularities, the
day passed without the feared
violent disruptions by Israeli
extremists and Islamic mili-
tants opposed to :

More than 1 million
Palestinians were registered
to vote in the elections for a

t and 88-seat legisia-
tive council.

Israel's Army Radio said
Prime Minister Shimon
Peres called Arafat to con-
gratulate him on the victory.

DUTA concerned

By DU Correspondent

The Dhaka University Tea-
chers' Association (DUTA)
yesterday expressed concern
over the political situation of
the country.

Dr AT M Zahurul Haque
and Dr AAM S Arefin -
dique, the president and

general secretary of DUTA

.Mgecuvcly in a statement
g the demand

for a ncutrnl raretnltcr
ernment the attempt to
one-party farcical election is
pushing the country towards
a confrontation

oreign media at
"Padma” guest house yester-

chief. Sheikh Hasina herself
on January 10 last year.

To a question. he said the
advisory council under the
President with all executive

rs in his hand would not

unconstitutional. It could

be done by ordinary legisla-
tion. - '

‘I think it's not the duty of
the government to bring the
Opposition to polls.” [slam
said. Besides  the Election
Commission also postponed
the election schedule thrice
to help reach consensus and

. allow the Op ggmtinn to join

the election, noted.

He was asked if the gov-
ernment will request the
Election Commission to
postpone the election and
resolve the crisis through
fresh dialogue with the Op-
position. hy we will re-
quest the Election Commis-
sion? Election is being held
as per the constitution,”
replied the minister.

In reply to a possible
breakdown of law and order
in the wake of the Opposition
threat of anti-election agita-
tion. he said the Election
Commission would take ade-
guate measures to ensure -
peace during the votin

About an atttptahl.‘ per
centage of voter turnout. the

minister evaded direct reply,
saying foreign ¢pservers will
be allowed to visit polling sta-
tions to see transparency and
turnout of voters.

Asked if there will be a
second general election this
year, he said: "Let's haw.': the
first election first .

In reply to another query,
he said the government party
was expecting “"majority”
seats in the election. He did
not say which party will be
the main rival of the BNP in
the election.

He expressed ignorance
when a correspondent asked
whether the government was
providing financial help to
non-BNP candidates to con-
test the eléctions.

"l don't know”, the minis-
ter said when the correspon-
dent said that some non-BNP
candidates were seen coming
out of the house of the Home
Minister.

About the Opposition's
demand for calling the army
back to barracks, Islam said
the Election Commission had
depl the army to recover
ill firearms.

- said the Prime Min-
ister would soon launch the

election campa.lg?
Asked whether the BNP

ernment will give transit
acilities to India after the
election, the minister was
surprised. "It's a news to me.
| don't know. It is better to
ask the Foreign Minister.”

50 parties

. From Page 1

late Division of the Supreme
Court who died the day be-
fore.

The representatives of ‘the
parties gathered in front of
the EC Secretariat in the
afternoon and waited outside
the locked collapsible gates.
As time passed and mone
turned up from the EC to
give the candidates their

bols, the angry represen-
gmttvcs were seen exchanging
words with the gat rs,

At one stage. they t
ened to march towards thl:
Jatiya Press Club and hold a
press conference there

otesting the “irresponsible

haviour of the EC".

"The meeting was sched-
uled to start at 10 am. It be-
gan after 11. We have been
waiting fn the open for more
than one hour without any at
tention given to us. The EC is
not cooperatin I*rithu&_” al-
leged Shefayet Ullah Patwari.

However, about an hour
later, they were told that
they would be given their
symbols soon by the CEC. One
by one, the party names were
called up and their represen-

tatives went into the room
where CEC. the Election
Commissioner and other offi-
cials of the EC verbally in-
formed them of their respec-
tive symbols. In each case, it
took merely minutes to finish
the process

o representative of the
ruling BNP was there in the
aftermoon.

Suha Arafat
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women.' Mrs Arafat told Is
rael televisgon at the Ramal
lah. West Bank. polling sta-
tion where she voted.

Arafat. head of the Pales
tine Liberation Organisation,
faced a lone challeuge for the
ob of executive head from
Samiha Khalil a veteran ac
tivist and grandmother of 13

Asked whom she voted
for Suha Arafat dissolved in
laughter. admitting she had
picked her husband



