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Former US President Jimmy Carter checks a ballot box
in the Dahisha refugee camp in the. West Bank omn
Saturday. Carter is heading a international delegation
to observe the Palestinian elections. One million
Palestinian in the West Bank, Gaza Strip and
Jerusalem were invited to go to the polls for the first
time 1n their history to elect a president and an 88-
member Palestinian Self-rule Council.

— AFP/UNB photo
Poland deports 79 Indians: roana
has deported 79 Indians back to their country

after they
critered the country overland, hoping to
illegally into Germany Polish border police said on
Saturday, AFP reports from Warsaw.
They were sent back to India on Friday on a Polish
airlines charter flight. Some of the Indians had entered

Poland legally. but were later convicted of various offences,
the police said.

19 Muslim rebels killed in Algeria:

Algerian security forces have killed 19 Muslim guerillas In

three Algerian areas, including 12 in.a mountain hideout,
official and newspaper reports said on Saturday, Reuter
reports from Paris.

The forces shot dead 12 rebels on Wednesday on

Bousfisifa Mountain, 330 km (206 miles) east of Algiers, in

a huge operation. an official security statement,

carri
the official news agency APS said. ed by

Madonna arrives in
Despite stinging criticism from
arrived Saturday to begin filming
contraversial musical "
Argentina,

L] .
Chirac leaves Rome for Paris:
French President Jacques Chirac left Rome for Paris at the
end of a ceremonial state visit to the Vatican on Saturday,
Reuter reports from Vatican City.

NATO to guard suspected |

mass graves in Bosnia

. SARAJEVO, Jan 21: NATO
troops will guard suspected
‘'mass graves where Bosnian
Serbs are accused of buryin
the bodies of thousands o

tions they could

"enormous

their way

. .
Argentma.
the president. Madonna
the screen version of the
vita,” AP reports from Buenos Airs,

Admiral Leighton Smith
warned the three ethnic fac-
face
pressure”, includ-

victims, NATO sources said,
as its peace mission moved
towards a more assertive role
on war crimes, reports
Reuter.

US human rights envoy
John Shattuck was to make
an unprecedented visit today
to a village in eastern Bosnia
near where reporters have
described an alleged mass
;rave where bones protrude
?rum earth smelling of rot-
tmi‘ﬂebh

ATO's commander in
Bosnia praised the formerly
warring parties for cooperat-

‘day ...

ing the loss of financial aid, if
they did not release all pris-
ONers Soorn. |

"This is a good day,” Smith
told journalists, after review-
ing compliance with a crucial
January 19 deadline for the
withdrawal of forces
from Bosnia's long ceasefire
line, other military condi-
tions and the prisoner re-
lease.

It's obviously a milestone
we have observed sub-
stantial compliance on the
military issues of this peace

agreement by all parties.

ing with the Daylon peace
timetable in the first 30 days
of peace, but said their failure
to release all prisoners of war
as planned married the
record.

ocut the

OneCrs.

But he said none of the
three factions — Muslims.

Croat and Serb — had carried
eed unconditional

release of all registered pris-

US issues stern warning
to Burundian leaders

BUJUMBURA, Burundi,
Jan 21 : US Ambassador
Madeleine Albright sternly
warned political and military

for Human ts in

leaders on Saturday that Bu- Thursda tha'l: enocide is al-
rundl risks tumbling into a n:uf?r urundi.
whirlwind of  violence, re- N tcretnr -General

ports AP.

On a fact-finding mission
for President Clinton and the tary
UN Security Council, the US
ambassador to the United Na-
tions said the international
community was concerned
about the possibility nf{a mili-
tary coup.

"The political situation in
Burundi has been tenuous for
some time and we want to
make it clear that Burundi
will be isolated if any group
tries to take power by f%rcc
Albright told a news confer-
ence before her departure.

Burundi, which is 85 per
cent Hutu and 15 per cent
Tusi, is locked in a simmer-
ing ethnic civil war that many

intervention
‘like Rwanda in spring 1

tion force or

erations, remained open.

Albright

ciliation.

Aznar leading in |

opinion polls
MADRID, Jan 21: In a con-

vention replete with videos MOSCOW., Jan 21 :

time Boris Yeltsin cracks,
and upbeat music, the head
of the party favoured to win down. a legion of critics are

upcoming elections vowed to ready

believe could soon boil over.
The UN special rapporteur

Paulo Pinheiro, warned un

Boutros Boutros-Ghall has re-
peatedly called for a UN mili-
force for
Burundi in the event it ex-

lodes in ethnic slaughter

Albright said that all op-
tions, including an interven-
UN security
guards for humanitarian op-

"The international com-

munity wants to see a demo-
cratic Burundi survive," said

During her 9-hour visit,
the ambassador visited an or-
hanage in the capital and
oined a women's meeting
organised to promote recon-

to write him off. But
the Russian president is

|

Can Yeltsm gain polmcal fortune by crushing Chechens?

reenergise Spain's demo-
cratic spirit after years of E:glzﬁln thaéhl:ccl};lmmmgc
scandal-ridden Socialist rule, | 14 boost his political for-
reports AP. tunes, report Appo
Jose Maria Aznar, whose His publlc ap ces
P“P'-;!ﬁ;;:iﬁ is ?‘1]::“*‘;11 byla? throughout the nine-day
ion polls, acted all but as- ;lt:::gl Eﬂﬁ Yf;.m:
sured Saturday of f Mr tungue:hllﬂn;
ui]:.l ﬂra:j;_:iandiuatc to cﬁl So- m
cialist me Minister ipe perfor-
Gun:?l:z‘s l4-year grip on MTE 3-%“ .h{:w
Even union members, ﬁ‘ﬁu'ﬂ&:‘,“ mhl::ll.tml tht.i‘;
holding their own meetin ; . is fully in charge after a
across town, felt Aznar month absence the

win the March 3 vote. They

warned that the conservative heart attack.

leader, who has promised to

cut Spain's deficit, would face Pposition panficiant.
strikes if he cuts deeply into | chief Gennady

social spending reformer Grigory G nlky

jt

“Elli

" chances of

Strike grips
Karachi

MW.;PE Jan 21: Police
par tary lmo? guar-
ded key points in Karachi
today as a ral strike
the ﬂg after a day of
political violence that left 12
dead. reports AFP.
Large areas of Pakistan's
commercial capital were
by the strike called
ml.in tion Moha-
umi Movement (MQM),
acc the police of delib-
erat lling its activists.
Five HQH members and an-
other seven ople were
killed on Eaiurcgc
The wolatile ttntra] dis-
trict, where the MQM ac-
tivists were killed, was com-
letely deserted. Security
orces took up positions at
key points to prevent vio-
lence. The industrial west-
ern district was also paral-

Jir-

At least four vehicles were
burned in the run-up to the
strike, but there were no re-
ports of violence yesterday
morning, officials said.

All major markets, com-
mercial centres, schools and
colleges were closed. The
Karachi stock exchange,
Pakistan's main bourse. was
also expected to stay closed.

Top Chinese
dissident
released

HONG KONG, Jan 21 : A
leading Chinese dissident has
been released after eight
months in detention and
ordered not tn return to Bei-
a Hong edﬂ television
rk n:prnt Saturday,
reportl AP,

Television Broadcasts Ltd
(TVB) said Liu Xiaobo, an ac-
tivist during the 1989 pro-
democracy movement, was
sent to his t's home in
Dalian in Lianoing Province in
northern China after his re-
lease on Friday.

It quoted Lium however,
as saying in an interview from
Dalian that he plans to return
to Beijing to continue his po-
litical activity.

Liu was quoted as saying
that his release was an at-
tempt by China to quell in-
ternational criticism of its
crackdown on political dis-

Mashoor may take
Brotherhood
leadership

CAIRO, Jan 21 : Mustafa
Mashoor, the 74-year-old Is-
lamic activist e ted to
take over the Muslim Broth-
erhood, inherits and influen-
tial movement battered by a
year long gnmmmt crack-
down, reports AP

Mashoor has effectively
headed the group for months
after illness and age
tated Mohammed Ham:d
Abul Nasr, the 83-year-old
leader who died Saturday. As
a result, Mashoor is almost

sure to be appointed
supreme guide in coming
days by the Brotherhood's

small and secretive Guidance
Council. :
are not ex-

His g
differ much from
ose of Abul Nasr, who
espoused non-violence and
called for the ual imple-
mentation of law, or
Sharia. Like Abul Nasr,
Mashoor is reluctant to seek
a confrontation with the gov-

_ernment.

Clinton greets

astronauts
HOUSTON, Texas, Jan 21:

US President Bill Clinton on

Saturday personall ted
the astronauts whnyre urhed
from a nine-day mission in
dplce telling them their en-

eavors were crucial to US
relations with Japan and
Russia, report AFP.

"Our space programme is
an important part of nur
ership for world
linton told the utrmauts at
gton field in Houston, be-
fore the crew — includin
Japanese astronaut — wen tu
the Johnson space center for
a debriefing.

It is an important
how we relate to
with the Japanese, the Rus-
sians and ot in build
more cooperative,  saler
world for the 21st century,”
said Clinton, in Houston to
attend the funeral of a former

US legislator.

art of
work

International

Crackdown on Kashmir
militants begins

SRINAGAR, India, Jan 21:
Iindian troops have launched
a sweeping crackdown on
Muslimn separatists in Kash-
mir ahead nf the country's
Republic }}; celebrations
thl: week which the mili-
tants have vowed to disrupt,

reports AFP.
An unspecified number of
suspects have been arrested

in house-to-house sweeps in

this city of 800,000 to pre-

vent possible militant attacks

during Friday's national cele-

brations, ice sources uid
"We have made

rests to foil violence during

ublic Day,” a police spo-
E::Pmn said in Srinagar, the

summer capital of Kashmir
and a long-time hub of Mus-
lim separatists seeking to
end Indian rule over the

province.

Kashmiri Muslim militant
have threatened to
attacks on Indian
the

grou
intensify
troops on and before
Janua 26 Republic Day

h: pl'.-nplc to o

it as a "black day”

“It may be a chuhlic Day

for Indians, but not for us as
we have never considered
ourselves as part of India.”
said Shabir Shah, a promi-
nent leader of Kashmir's sep-
aratist drive which has left
more than 12,000 people
dead. .
"How can India claim to be
a democratic mﬂqﬂ;hh:n l:_
is su ing t s O
Hashm:?'“ I'IE asked.

Added Umar Farooq,
chairman of Kashmir's Free-

dom Conference: "It is a
black day for us. day that
is celebrated by Indians is a

of for us.”
d.{)n i.'hy last year,
g: I: were killed
a string of bomb blasts
rocked a hrge stadium in
Kashmir's winter capital
Jammu while Governor K V
salute at m e

a

Muslim militants claimed

re bility for the auda-

.cious attack which also in-

“Jured more than 100 others.
This year, the stadium was

sealed u!‘f threé months ago

to prevent militants from

ting e::pluliw:l ‘It has
Eeen thoroughly checked for

explosives.” a police offi-
cer.

T
Army soldiers, backed by
aramilitary troops. have
anned out across Srinagar
and other parts of Kashmir
condueting house-to-house
searches for arms and mili-
tants,

Since 1990, the guerillas
have staged Sneak rocket at-
tacks at a stadium in
Srinagar where milita a-
rades are held on lic
gl‘y. a national holiday in In-

Security forces are re-

port moving around with
Iu.rr:lﬂcmd t::;ﬁltanu known
as "informers.,” police and

Muslim sources said. At least
30 suspects were arrested
from three residential dis-
tricts here on January 19.

Sarah Ferguson, the Dur:hrun of Y-':rk poses with chlldr#n at chanty dinner to benefit

"Chances for Children”

in Greenwich, Connecticut, on Saturday. The Duchess is

Founder and Chairman of the charity group which helps needy children. The British
press recently reported that the Duchun is mired in debt and was cut off from royal

financial support.

Fired minister Jakhar says

—AFP/UNB phntn

Anti-corruption policy won't

help Rao in upcommg polls

NEW DELHI, Jan 21: A
former minister who re-
signed with two colle es
after being named in India's
biggest “torruption scandal
slammed Prime Minister P V
Narasimmha Rao for letting
him down, adding that the
policy would not help Rao in
upcoming polls, reports AFP.

Former ture minis-
t:r Balram Jakhar was quoted

yﬁ in remarks pub-
thﬂ:l that he had ac-
cepted bri from a busi-
nessman.

"Neither Prime Hlnlsttr
Rao not the Central Bureau of
Inwestigation (CBI, the fed-
eral investigating agency)
showed me the cou of
seeking iy version of the
chargrs l=y=lled against me."”
he told the Times of India

man Surendra Jain, who is
to have more,

alleged
than 20 million dollars to
115 politicians between

1988 and 1991.

The scandal also forced

” Jakhar said Rao's strategy
sacrificing three ministers
would not help the Congress,
India's oldest party, in gen-
eral elections widely ex-
pected in The P is
expected to glvc a stiff fight

to the ruling party

. "If one sets one's house on

fire, hwcmnnchellif-’od

results in an election?

nntlmmmnrnlityhlkiﬂing
people.”

The veteran Congress
leader from the nerthern
state of Punjab, India's grain
bowl, also denied s stions
that he had terial
ambitions and had been

Tl
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Iran to launch efforts to
restore Pak-Afghan ties

TEHRAN, Jan 21: Iran is
to launch efforts to restore
relations between Afghanis-
tan and Pakistan at reqg-
uest nf their twe govern-

ter Hmddln g'uom: Hint:-

interfering in its internal af-
fairs and supporting the |s-
lamic opposition, the Taliban
militia, which is besieging
Kabul seeking to overthrow
the government.

nced toda Tehran, on the other
Boru ‘.\" whn m his hand, recognises Rabbani's
country’s b!d to broker peace gOVernment, but is deeply

suspicious of the fundamen-
talist Taliban, which it ac-
cuses of being manipulated
Pakistan and the Unite
States.

Worried at the possible
rise to of the religious
student-led militia, Iran has
launched an ve effort
to mediate a settlement be-
tween warring Afghan fac-
tions in the past months.

in Afghanistan, said "Iranian
officials were to hold. talks
with Pakistani and Afghan
counterparts in the near fu-
ture to work out ways" to
reconcile Kabul an‘ﬁ]m-
abad.

The mediation tﬁoﬂ ‘Iﬂl
be in response to "a
from both sides. he the

official Iranian News Agency
IRNA.

Relations between the Borujerdi called on
governments of Afghanistan factions to lay down their
and Pakistan have soured in arms, especially during the

the months.

past Muslim f: month of Ra-
Islamabad has described s

madan, to begin here Mon-

the government of Af| day. He also urged the Tal-
President Burhanuddin Rab- iban to enter negotiations
bani as "illegitimate" while with other factions in
Kabul accesses Pakistan of Afghanistan.

Record

Off the

"Generosity' — woman desires

[ ]
most in a man
PARIS: A tall, funny gentleman with a real heart of goid

is the kind of man a hwmnmdeﬂreumt an opin-
ion poll released Saturday su

Twenty-three per cent of French wnmen who took
rﬂ.ll;t 1nchlu: survey — :!:nnducted for romance-novel pub-
isher Harlequin — saild generosity was the trait
ferred most in a man. 7 Y e
Thlrt:m per cent ui;td lntelllhefcnccbi
one cent cited eit ambition or "a superlover
with tﬂc bod[;ﬂ e

of a young Greek god".

Humor turned on 17 cent of dents when they
were asked for their preferred method for being seduced
— while 38 per cent said they definitely wanted someone

tall.
The poll was conducted for Harlequin ahead of Valen-
tine's Day. :

'Budgie the Helicopter' may
come to rescue Fergie

LONDON: "Budgie the Helicopter” may come to the res-
cue of the bi -spending Duchess of York, whose mother-
in-law said she wouldn't give her any more money to pay

off her debts, reports AP.
The Duchess, popularly known as Fergie, has written
children's books featu the little helicopter who rushes

to the rescue of damsels, and others, in distress.

Now she's struck a deal with a US ucer of children's
television that she hopes will help her pay off her huge
debts. Her office in London announced the agreement Sat-
urday but would not name the television company.

The estranged wife of Prince Andrew arrived in
United States on Thursday amid r dmm that L_r ll‘ﬂlh
spending has landed her deeply in Uniden
sources told London newspapers her mrdrlft th
bankers Coutts and Co. was c to dollars 4.5 million.

'Flying Nun' echoes
Greta Garbo's famous line

NEW YORK: Echoing Greta Garbo's famous line, Sally
Field says she wants to be alone, AP.

The two-time Academy Award winner and erstwhile

"F1 ﬂmﬂun says she now ‘realises that people need their

The 49-year-old star of the recentl released " For

An Eye" reflects after two failed — one to high

school mﬂlﬂrt Steve the other to producer Alan

couples should have bedrooms.

unnatural about in the same

same closet, sh
anuary 29 issue of

US President Bill Clinton (L) talks to reporters with the Space Shuttle Endeavor crew
from L-R: Mission Specialist Daniel Barry, Mission Specialist Winston Scott, Japanese
Astronaut Mission Specialist Koichi Wakata, Pilot Brent Jett, Mission Specialist Leroy
Chiao, Mission Commander Brian Duffy at Ellington Field on Saturday in Houston,

Texas. The crew had returned n:rhur in the day from ths shuttle's nine-day mission to

recover a annnm satellite.

said Yeltsin's decision to
wipe out Chechen rebels who
,held more than a 100
“h in a in south-
ern ssia woul lliurt his
being reelected.
Otto Latsis, a ninent
political commentator at the
newspaper Izvestia, wrote
Friday that the decision to
annihilate the rebels was "a
fateful mistake" that could
cost Yeltsin a second term.
But Yeltsin's critics have
his political obituary
y times beforé, and each
-tlmu they have been thrown
by the 64-year-old former
construction boss's. ability to
rebuild his political career.
They said his career wna

- Kremlin to recuperate from a over in 1993 after send

tanks and s to drive
political npmp

it again in 1994 when he
ered the army to put

03 ents from the -
including Communist Party plrll,lment building. They

down' Chechnya's ind -
dence drive. - 4 e

Yeltsin also was criticised
last year for another Chechen

hostage criuda in which more
than e were killed
and thr: re went unpun-

ished. Critics said that fiasco
probably encouraged the
rebels to try again.

Yeltsin's strong actions to
crush the rebels this time
wertutlhm of an ated

resident, and appeared to

an attempt to put an end
to the Chechens' cycle of
guerrilla actions,

But they also can be seen
in terms of an impending
election campaign by a
shrewd politician who is un-
abashed by his reliance on
force to resolve political
crises.

The wvictory Commu-
nists and nationalists in De-
cember's parliamentary elec-

-

tion showed Russian voters
want politicians who are
tough and ready to defend
Russia's interests — at any

ce.
Politicians to the
war in Chechnya like former
minister Yegor Gaidar

mbed in the election.
Althou%ﬂu:: public is dis-
e army's -

mance in the Iﬂ—mm
being soft on Chechnya is a

dud at the polls.
Yeltsin's actions this week

chulylhwhemﬂmwb-

A poll of Moscow resi-
mt;'rﬂlﬂﬂ ‘::-.oinl ot
ing agency
found that 44 per cent of
those asked thought the Rus-
sian ment's handli
of: the crisis was correct,
while 36 per cent thought it
was not.
So far, Yeltsin's handling

—AFP/UNB photo

finally

hke giving

u
landed her first ﬁv‘}“‘

"Idnntnudsnnmbudywlthmetn

totally complete.”

MANAMA, Jan 21: The
armed . forces said Saturday
they were ready to lntu'm
to end the latest bout of
position protests in this

small island state, J'i-F
It was the latest s of
government determination to

end weeks of unrest.
Authorities also placed the
most prominent o tion
reacher, Abdul Ameer al-

after earlier him and
nl?rtml utith::rn to s wﬂ
their pulpits to air tic
demands.

The official Gulf News

Agency quoted a military offi-

cial as sayi :Eethe army was
ready "to t any military

measures needed to end the

s]!ltuatiun and halt all acts
threatening security.”

" The official was not identi-
fied further. He said such ac-
tion would be in accord with
Bahrain's laws.

The country's armed
forces are 7,000 strong. So

amri, under house arrest

}oumal.
to grips with the idea that I don't
says Field, a mother of three who

> as the cr G "
o o s g 00

dled regular police lnd
riot ]::hﬁa

C unrest that flared
three weeks ago reached a
peak Thursday night with
crowds ln redumlnlntly
Shiite usli villages

o T

a number of
homes and cars, to
a government statement.

e ltrdruumad Friday m;'n_:!
turday, according to an of-
ficial ltatcment carried by
GNA. The statement by an
Interior Ministry official said
rioters set 43 fires, burned
two cars and blew up five

ﬂnu cn:‘ﬂi tlnﬁ

A t source told
The Associated Press a num-
ber of "leaders ble
for inci " the unrest were
arrested. her rioters and
organiser were being inter-
rogated and will face legal

action, the government

S no

of the hostage crisis in
southern Russia have not
translated into improved
ratings for himself, and he
could run into trouble if he
doesn't make good on a
edge to rub out Chechen
errorism.
~ The December elections
also showed that many Rus-
sians are disillusioned with
the market reforms Yeltsin
introduced in 1992, which
have turned millions into
paupers and created a small
class of millionaire

Voters fed wup with
poverty, wage delays, unem-
loyment, lnﬂlunn and
living standards floc-

ked to the unist ticket.

I;uEvm as the military was
sy ng to wipe out the
C]mcht;?:d rebels and free the
. Yeltgin was at work
at pur ng his Cabinet of its
remaining reformers.

With the departure of
Foreign Minister Andrei
Kozyrev and privatisation
chief Anatoly Chubais, Yeltsin
is now surrounded
of tough administrators
whose fortunes are di
linked to the t's and
are determined that he seek
a second term.

Prime Minister Viktor Ch-
ernom , once touted as a
otential successor to
eitsin, seems to be fading,
partly because his political
{ at the polis and
because of his rele in
ailed peace talks with the
Chechens.
Yeltsin's tough stance on
terrorism and the reform
rge are popular. But June a
way away, the war is not
over — and there are no more
reformers in the Cabinet left
to blame.

Aristide ties
the knot

PORT-AU-PRINCE., Jan
21: Haitian President Jean-
Bertrand Aristide, 42, mar-
ried Haitian-American attor-

Mildred Trouillot, 30, at
a quite religious ceremony
late Saturday. AFP.

The ing, at Aristide’'s
te residence east of the

aitian capital was attended

US National Security Ad-

ser Anthony Bake.

Iin taking their marriage
vows, the bride and gro-oln
said there would be
"divorce’ between them I.I.'ld

m-eopk of this impro
na

Trouillot u'ﬁﬂm [ﬁm

pular puﬂdcnt affection-
ately calls "minouche” — met
Aristide durmﬁ:&] his t:ilr in
Washi
lent mup that forced nut

of office In September 1991
Aristide was returned to
power in October 1994,



