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DMCH Needs
Treatment

Some doctors were assaulted by the owner
of an unauthorized pharmacy located within
the premises of Dhaka Medical College. Resul-

' , iInnocent patients will now have to pay

ng untreated and unattended to as the

m on strike. We unambiguously and
furcefully denounce the doctors' action. They®
have brought shame on the nobility of their.
profession, at the core of which lies their le-
gal, moral, professional obligation to their pa-
tients. Patients should come first. Not their

0.

Having expressed our views on the doctors
action, we would like to ask of the DMCH ad-
ministration as to how such a situation could
at all exist in which a doctor came under as-
sault? What happened at DMCH did not de-
velop over night. This newspaper has re-

rted many times that through an unholy al-
Ponce with a section of the staff, female atten-
dants and sweepers, criminal elements have
literally taken control of our biggest hospital.
It is said that if one wants admission in the
‘hospital and a semblance of treatment, it is
far safer to go through the 'other’ route than
the official one. Following the latter one will
get neither a bed nor any service.

While condemning the doctors' strike, we
decry with a far greater vehemence the ad-
ministration that allowed these criminal ele-

ments to 'take over' the hospital, and the
health minis that did not do anything to
prevent it. We have a habit of ignoring breach

of discipline and violation of rules till they re-
sult in a type of outburst as the one we are
seeing now at the DMCH. We demand an im-
mediate inquiry by the police and the health
ministry into the assault on the doctors to-
gether with the cleaning up of the hospital
once and for all. We think a special inquiry
committee should be formed to look into the
totali ﬂrf operation of the DMCH, especially
what happens to the medicines that are sup-
plied by the government whose use is sup-
posed to be free of charge. Unless immediate
stern action is taken to establish the authority
of the administration over these criminal
elements, we cannot expect the conditions of
the hospital to improve. Will the minister
himself take it up?

In the meantime, we request the doctors
not to punish the patients which their strike
actually amounts to.

Rokeya's Dreams

The Prime Minister came on the TV screen
on Sunday evening, courtesy Begum Rokeya.
For the first time pe rhaﬂs she was requested
to be giving the clapstick to a movie and she
could not help but nblige the makers because
it was to portray Begum Rokeya and her striv-
ings. That and the presentation ceremony for
the gold winners at SAF Games offered very

ood occasions for the TV to feature our PM.

aleda Zia took the second occasion to as-
sure the nation that government had taken
'massive programmes to enable the country to
brighten its position in the arena of world
sports’.

Begum Rokeya's dream was now becoming a
reality in Bangladesh. she said. On the face of
it, this is rather a tall claim. For sure, Rokeya
envisioned a just society d_::xst specially gen-
derwise. Is it a just society that we now have?
. Or is it moving towards one, at all? And how
do we stand in terms of gender exploitation
and inequality? In the land of Yasmin Akhter
or police rape and murder and Mosharefa
Diba, the latest in a chain of kidnap and mur-
der or a very

or both. |
Begum Rokeya was no Mother Teresa. She
had very strong opinions and her harshest

comments were on the way of the bigoted —
and cloistering women to a life of

segregati
slavery ile enrolment figures for woman
children at the primaries grow, socie
large has a long way to go to rid itself of the
ordained inferiority of woman.

One needn't go far to know about Rokeya’'s

dreams. Sultana's Dream — all that is in it — is
to Rokeya's. If one knew the extent of
Rokeya's feminism, one would rather not talk
of her dreams without introspecting about the

the key

degree to which these have been translated
into reality in our society. We should content
ourselves with the truths of her position and
of all her strivings. These can work as a bea-
con li

out o

. morass.

Crime on Ivory Tower

A committee set up by the Dhaka University
Syndicate has recommended penal action

.against two teachers of the Economics De-
partment. The facts of the crime committed
by them, specially Mr Mahbubul Alam, and as
arrived at by the committee, offer a horren-
dous read. The nature of the crime impresses

one as coming from the basest part of a
Unfortunately for

morally decrepit society.
this nation, it has come from the uppermost
perch of the citadel
moral being.

The teacher about whose misdemeanour
the committee is convinced, used to set
questions for a compulsory paper at the

master's level — and himself evaluate the

answers at the in-course exams. He allegedly

manipulated marks in accordance with the
amount of money he received from, the

students. This could not be under the wraps
and so it came out, but then only

indefinitely:;
belatedly.

The modus operandi he employed seems

inconceivable.

Once the trust in our teachers has been

dented as deeply as that, there is no kn

the de}:ths to which credibility of the hlghu y
th.lu

seat of learning can plummet. Exempl
tions need to bc takcn against offences o

The Baily Star |

widespread record of wife-
bashing, that question is either naive or cruel

at

t for our nation in its dire need to get
our present social and intellectual

of our knowledge and

S 1 had walked into

room of Hotel

ornavin adjacent to

Geneva Rail Station around
midnight of January 15/186,
'9]1, my confidential assistant
in Rome called me. | had just
returneli from Berne, the
Swiss clﬁluﬂ by train, after
offering New Year's greetings
to lhc Swiss president. On
the 16th forenoon, | was
booked to fly to Tunis, where
a meeting had been fixed

with t Ben Ali; | was
also scheduled to call on
Chairman Yasser Arafat.

The US-led coalition of
over 30 countries formed
under the Security Council
resolution, had got into ac-
tion to vacate lraqi occupa-
tion of Kuwait, a member of
the Arab ue, Islamic Con-
ference, Non-aligned Move-
ment and the United Nations.
Iraq "violated Article | and
Article 2 of the Charter by
crossing the internationally
recognized border of a

sovereign Muslim Arab coun-
try;: Kuwait appealed for sup-
rt to the under Article

1 of the Charter which

.| states, "Nothing in the pre-

sent charter shall i the
inherent right of individual
or collective self defense if an
armed attack occurs against a
Member of the United Na-

tions.”
The coalition. including

adesh, did not take long
to dislodge the Iraqgi troops

HE world's biggest

I democracy is prepar-

ing fitself for the
possibility .of a cealition
government after this year's
general election.

And for the first time
since independence, no
member of the Nehru-Gandhi
dynasty is in the race for the
highest post — assuming that
Sonia, widow of assassinated
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi,
holds back from the hurly-
burly of the hustings.

The enigmatic Sonia con-
tinues to breathe down the
neck of Prime Minister
Narasimha Rao, but has con-
sistently refused to accept a
direct political role despite
the pleas of Congress Party
activists, who believe her
name would automatically
harvest millions of votes.

She carries the halo of the
dynasty started by the coun-
try's first Prime Minister,
Jawaharlal Nehru, and passed
on to his daughter, Indira,
and her son Rajiv. ¢

She unofficially presides
over an extensive social and
cultural network which
reaches out to-the opinion-
making elite. But the mild-
mannered Rao — once widely
mocked for his apparent tor-
por — has quietly proved to
be his own man and manoeu-
vred around her.

Top-level advertising and
marketing experts have
taken on the daunting job of
overcoming his lack of
charisma and up his
profile, helped by use of the
government-owned television

network, Doordarshan.

Rao has pr:aidnd over a

address.
Postponethegmml
elections

Sir, In a multi-pnrty
democracy, ntaneéous par-
ticipation in general elec-
tions of all concerned includ-
ing the ruling and og tion
parties and the ri of the
people to cast their votes
without fear or favour is im-
perative, . -

Have not the two years of
our political crisis and ten-
sion in the coun and the
untold suffi of the peo-
ple taught .us a lesson?

Time and again the oppo
sition Awami e, Jamaat-
e-Islami, Jatiya Party and
others have vnwed that they
would tt and resist the
general elections if not held
under a caretaker gnvarn
ment.

- The tenure of the ruli
BNP ends on April 05, 199
Even |
forthcoming February 15,
1996 general elections,
would if be able to resolve
the deteriorating political
crisis in the country and mit-

people?

the mainstream opposition
arties, has not the rulin
NP met with a flasco to ho
by-elections to 145 wvacant

| seats of the members of the

Farliamcnt? Has not the
nal date for general
nm shifted? Has not

contain the o

sition Ear-

Identity Cards so far instead
of a total of 5 crore and 80
lakh to all voters?

Under such complex and

formidable circumstances, is

Letters br puuhmon in'
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters,
are preferred, undaﬂmmbpcttoadumgandcutﬂ
Pseudonyms are accepted. However," all communica-|
tions must bcarthcwrm”rmlmm. s:gnn:mand

- and wise

| mﬁmn?ﬂﬂ is III:I

theBPwinuthe‘

igate the sufferings of the -
In the face of opposition of

thc BNP failed to face and .

uel ucnt
Hockade
| the cost of
untuld mﬂ' of the pan
ple? Has not BNP
ernment issued only 22

The Last Sigh of Gilgamesh

mm#t&lmmﬂc#dﬂMmmﬁ@mﬂmw&M%d

Gilgamesh: The toiling people on the fertile valley of Tigris and Euphrates would
be eager to reminisce with sobering pause George Santayana .... "Those who

I'rum Kuwait, and decimated
Ifniﬂcant portion of the
military wherewithal.
Tha much-feared war of
mnll*dut:;ctlnﬁl did neot
ACe ter
ln e launching urm?"
Scud millllu biy
Irnqi troops to'lsrael. If the
Scuds made any impact on
Israel and other concerned
:vh:;ﬂd Ch%incelleriu it wnb;
Israel, including the hawks,
that a permanent and com-
prehensive peace settlement
with the Arab World was the
only guarantee for the lo

term security of Israel and
the termination of Jewish di-

aspora that started with their
departure from the plain of
Shihar under their leader
Abraham. Perhaps quite un-
wittingly president Saddam
Hossain facilitated a Middle

East - u:l‘:ttm 'hl;‘:lh
is st process, thus al-

the Palestinians to re-
turn the Biblical land of

Judes and Sumeria. We are
too close to history to make
any final judgement., of
course.

Today at the time of the
fifth anniversary of the Gulf

Thelmpend
is tempered

War, in the land of the
Tigris and Euphrates would
hasten h::k to th:; swash-
buckling Lawrence of Arabia,
for the support he extended
to the Arab revolt against the
Turks ! Between August
1921 when Emir Feisal, a
member of the, Hashemite
dynasty, was proclaimed king

ENCHIRIDION

Waliu

by the British. to the rise to
ﬂowcr of president Saddam
ossain is the seventies, the
land of ancient Ba a and
which one

of the earliest civilizations,
with its capital in Uruk,

made significant socio-eco-
nomic progress. Iraq was
commen the . and
even by the Arab coun-
tries as done an excel-
lent job in utilising the petro-

‘dollars in improving the qual-

ity of life of its people. In any

) |
tahman

cannot remember the past are condemned to repeat it.."

UN rating, Iraq was occupy-
ing a very high place in the
table of development — in
health, education calorie in-
take and over all life ex-
ctancy of the people of
5(1)3 Iragq was cited as a
el of development in the
Arab world. Irag's active sup-
port and assistance moral

and material.

together with
Ercaidcnt Anwar-el-Sadat of

t. to our glorious War of
‘Liberation, was
high water mark

eign poli ojection of Ira
in n::«:adat-.-rﬂ;:-i‘Ir tfrmé': 1

perhaps a
in the for-

Defying all prognostica-
tinnu,ﬂPEca!d:nl Saddam
Hossain still remains in

wer, albeit much weak-
ened and diminished. His
two sons-in-law apparently

revolted against the Iraqi

D K Joshi writes from New Delhi

reports on the coming struggle.

dramatic opening up of the
previously protected econ-

omy. which has brought ben-
efits to the extensive middle-
class, generally estimated to
number betweerny 250 million
and 300 million.

But the benefits have not
trickled down to the even
greater numbers of poor,
some of whom are even
worse off than before the be-
ginning of the reform prn-
gramme.

Rao has also lost the sup-
port of many of the country's
huge Muslim minority, be-
cause of'his failure to protect

the Babri Mosque in Ayodhya
from Hindu extremists. Mus-
lims form an important bloc
— 12 per cent of the elec-
torate of 550 million, and 25
per cent of voters In 46
constituencies for the 543-
member Lok Sabha (Lower
House).
, Rao's strategy depends on
convincing people that eco-
nomic reforms are worth-
while and are best delivered
by Congress. and that only
Congress can deliver political
stability.

Giving convincing assur-
ances about the safety of the

economic reforms is compli-
cated by political demands on
the architect of economic
liberalisation, Finance Minis-
ter Dr Manmohan Singh. Rao
has promised to put a
"human face” on the eco-
nomic programme, and
Singh has been forced to al-
low the budget defictt to ex-
ceed 6.5 per cent of gross
domestic product, against
the promised 5.5 per cent.
Another warning has been
sounded by the World Bank,

which, though pleased with .

Singh's programme, has

pointed to the dangers of

India’s democratic dynasty

L—_.i.“.—*#
e ] ' - Bangladesh. Mr M Afzal or

it at all advisable,

to hold general
elections on February 15,
1996 and to throw the coun-

try into chaos and. ‘?_'

Whether a caretaker
ernment is constitution

unconstitutional is no more ah

contentious issue. The
biggest task before us is to
save our d and the
mntry from political turmoil
uncertainty.

General elections under a
caretaker
not mean that BNP would

lose and AL-JI-JP would win. °
It is neither the caretaker '

overnment nor the Constitu-
on but the people's votes
which. wnuld dr.t:ide l:vcr‘_r

thlng and b
ngc the pu tlcal mﬂ:lllg in

ion
in our Constitution for a care-
taker government.

"All powers in the Repub
hclunpz to the pe plepuand

their exercise un behalf of

the people shall be effected
only under and by the au-
tho of, this Constitution."

And Article 142 of our Con-
stitution envis as to how

we would amend our Consti-

" tution. But nowhere in our .
Constitution it is written that

an amendment in Our Consti-
tution would have to be made
‘in advance' before enforce-
ment or application of such
‘amendment and no ‘post
facto' amendment in owur
Constitution can be made. As
such there is plenty of scope
for an amendment im our
constitution for a caretaker
government. Have not
amended our Cumtltuﬁm 'In
advance' as well as '
several times in the past
consistent with the require-
ments of time and situation

in the coun
Anybodym. it or not, we

ernment does -

Article |
7(I) of our Constitution sa Ivn '

we-

‘have no optlnn but te go for a
caretaker government to

holdnﬁﬂfair table
and tion

e

general elections fro

February 15,1996;. form a
caretaker government either
under Chief Justice of

Acting t Mr
Shahabuddhin Ahmed; issue
Identity Cards to all voters;
fix a new date for holding the
general elections in a conge-
nial, friendly and peaceful

% ere; make post facto
nmm in our Constitu-

tion and save our democracy

and country from disaster.
Where is a will there
- is a way, n]lluwellthat
ends well.
O H Kabir
Dhalaa
The brutal murder
daunwe:ﬁty
Sir, Dn Dectmbcr 26,

1995, 1 came to know that
-our favorite teacher Nuban

Ahmed is no longer alive. He
was stabbed by some mu

on December 17, and
experiencing unnatural suf-
fering for eight days,
brea his last on Decem-
ber 26, He was the liveliest,
benevolent and cooperative

' teacher of our department I

have ever seen. May his soul
rest in peace.

" But matter dncl not end
here. We are constantly
haunted by a number of
questipns: who killed him?
why should they kill him?-
why the ruthless killer has
not been arrested? The
m of a teacher — a na-
tion-builder and pioneer of
the society — mirrors the
utmost deterioration of the

law and order situation in the
country. Once again, we feel
ashamed that we cannot give
certainty to the lives of our

intellectuals.

This horrifiecd murder

shakes the conscience of the
whole society. We demand
exemplary punishment of

+ and eventually

those murderérs. Time has
coine to protest t those
evils. We can also be victim of
such terrorist activities at any
time. So, it's may frank and
sincere invitation to- all the
students, teachers of the DU
the people of
all strata to come f(orward
and help success to eradicate
this social evil. And we want
to let ‘the 'murderers’ know
that évil can’t ever win.
Mostafa Munir Ahmed
Department of Economics
Dhaka University. -

Terrorism's terror

Sir, .Terrorism in
Bangladesh has su all
previous records. Terrorism
is getling worse day and
it seems that nobody is con-
cerned about its dreadful ef-
fect on the nation. The nation
will have to pay a high price,
if this is not checked right

' 'In every sphere of life. the
terrorists are very much ac-
tive. Their presence can be
felt immediately if someone
goes to start a business, if
someone commences any
kind of construction work.
Backs of the businessmen are
leaning against the wall. This
situation is prevailing all over
the country.

In absence of protection
by the law enforcing author-
ity, the people are losing
their lives everyday when
they fail to pay the money in
the form of tolls demanded
by these terrorist.

Most of these terrorists
are being hatched and
tected by the leaders of the
political parties which is an

secret. The government
cannot evade its responsibili-
ties for such a terrible situa-
tion in the country. Accord-
inf to the former information
nister who veﬂrumudly
and firmly discl to the
nation that the arms and
ammunition were distributed
them among the youths of
r:uuntry in nrdcr to top-
E‘;‘ resident Ershad.
u.tde ng the present suf-
focating condition of the
country, the law-abiding citi-
zens have got the right to get
a clear picture as how many

s The election,

leaders and fled the country.
President Bush believes that
it was a mistake not to have
done more. His then national
security adviser. General
Scowcroft disagrees : he
suggests that the poli
correct and if the alliance
had gone up to Baghdad they
would, pcrg s. still be Iﬂ'.
ting in an uniriendly terrain,
propping up a puppet gov-
ernment! In addition, other
Arab countries like and
Syria would have broken away
from the allied phalanx.
Scowcroft is perhaps
more to the point — the se-
cret Oslo meetings followed
by the Madrid summit and
the 13th Septémber, 1993
handshake in the nd
of the White House between
chairman Arafat and premier
Robin seem to be the direct
result of the coalition strat-

Eﬁ?rtuidcnt Saddam, a hero
in his land. and a riddle to
Mr. Ekeus and company,
must have had a vision of his

own. But the vision is per-

haps haunted, not because of
his deeds though. by the bad
memories of young king
Feisal and his grandmother,

razzmatazz of one of the greatest shows on Earth — an Indian election —
time around by an air of uncertainty and unease. Gemini News Service

mounting external debt.

Rao, however, retains his
imperturbable front, and
Singh asserts not only that
the reformm programme has
paid off, but that it will con-
tinue after the election,
which will probably be held
in April.

Even the conglomeration
of quarrelling left-wing par-
ties — which. with the boast-
ful but faction-ridden Hindu
nationalist Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP), form Congress'
main opposition — accept the
efficacy of the reforms,
although they oppose the en-
try of foreign-owned transna-
tionals.in the consumer sec-
tor.

The National Front-Left
Front combine is roping in as
many regional parties as
possible in an attempt to
make itself a viable alterna-
tive to Congress, and has
notched up some notable
sucCcesses.

In Uttar Pradesh, for ex-
ample, it has lined up with
former Chief Minister Mu-
layam Singh Yadav, widely
seen as the only person ca-
pable of halting the BJP
bandwagon in the state.

The BJP is also hoping
that its stand against
transnationals in the name of

carry votes, together with its
campaign against corruption

_Inhlnhiﬂm

arms were distributed - (by
name) and how many were
recovered after the fall of Er-
shad.

We believe all those arms
are currently be used in
murders in ot crimi-
nal activities like dacoity,
extortion etc., for which all
the political tnpnntchcs may
be tried in the court of law.
Bachchu
Goshala, Fazlul Haq Road

Sirajgonj.

A prison of power

Sir, Till January 17, the
nation was pessimistically op-
timistic for a solution to the
current political impasse. All
the citizens who have a little
sense of patriotism hoped
that the two leaders would
not commit such a
take. But the patriotic u-uula
had attributed their beli

ST e
pl down.

The BNP is nu dnubt dig-
Fing its own ve by going
or the :lcctiﬂn bwcuuﬁ:l by
the major opposition parties.
There will no difference
between the coming election
and the one held in 1988,
And to me, it seems more
dangerous.- Ershad could at
least manage Mr Rob, a we!l-
known fi ml thc then

sition.

a has r:nmplflclf faﬂcd 1n
this respect. Her leadership
is too fechle to make even a
single party to a in tak-
ing part in the election. So
the sixth parliament will be a
BNP parliamenti. There will
not be anyone to the
ruling stalwarts. e BNP
persons will make the House
of Aspiration a private club!

But they will soon find
themselves unhappy. They
will discover themselves in a
lla_rinnn — a prison of power.

without the-

participation of the major
opposition parties, will help
them winning the throme, but
at the same time, it will
causc them losing the confi-
dence and credibility of the
penglf
o the BNP will have to
keep away from the sireets

.Santayana ..

swadeshi (nationalism) will

grave mis- -

van-
passengers who were sitting
on the van enjoying the
beauty of Dhakh city.

m hartal day ridin

aw. During a h day

thousands of

saved. The motor vehicles flel
the

rest.
lon

its
shaw8 are getting popular.
The
coming to
interest in rickshaws. In one
or two occasions the
tried to introduce ric
in their countries too. Not
only in Dhaka. the rickshaw
has become popular im the

countryside too.

holding the Holy Quran in
her hand, on that fateful
dawn of 1958. General
Kasem's revolutionary zeal
soon degenerated into a na-
tional malaise which needed
another revolution to put the
state in order. The fertile
Crescent once ruled by As-
surbanipal beacons every
leader, as it were, to an
evaniescent thought of attain-
ing indestructibility in this
world and immortability in
the world thereafter.

-The great epic hero Gil-
gamesh, the legendary king
of Uruk, who sent expedi-
tions in the third millennium
before Christ, was no excep-
tion either. While in search of
the secret of eternal life,
grief-stricken Gilgamesh
m realize that im-

was a special

given to &dn only. Gilga mgﬂh
was sad undmtanding —
no human being could escape
old age and death. "Death is
the privilege of human na-
ture. and life w'lthﬂut it were
not worth our

The heirs to the great
cradle of civilization would do
well to remember the last
sighu of Gilgamesh: The toil-

people on the fertile val-
Iqr of Tigris and Euphrates
would be eager to reminisce
with sobering pause George
"Those who
cannot remember the past
are condemned to repeat
S

Congress Prepares for Battle without its Halo

It is searching for a slogan
with which to inspire voters.
since its religious appeal has
lost much of its popular
shine. Nevertheless, hard-
core leaders of the party, in-
cluding party president Lal
Krishna Advani, still believe
Hindutva — Hindu religious
appeal, with its anti-Muslim
undertones — will be as
electorally effective as its
chariot march to Ayodhya in
1991.

The opposition showed its
determination to make use of
corruption in the just-con-
cluded winter session of Par-
liament when it managed to
stop all business in both
Houses as part of its demand
for a probe into telecommu-
nications contracts.

Rao showed his manage-
rial skills by using the period
of the stalled session quietly
to make contact with his
party's MPs as part of his
assessment of their parlia-
mentary performances and
their constituency clout. He
has let it be known that not
all sitting members will be
fielded in the forthcoming
battle.

Rao's Congress has lost
power in most of the states

in which legislative assembly
elections have been held

during his five-year term, and
the party is beset by rivalry
and divisions. The party
clearly is not to

the board in ﬁg hum
are its rivals. A minority gov-
ernment, or a coalition, looks
likely.

the streets will lead the
position to their goal. For, my
has a little patience tg en-
dure a one-party pnnrh:n:nt‘ .
Razzak Raza o

SM Hall

In praise of Rick-

shaw

":sir It was a hartal day.
 Rickshaws were allowed

lu pl‘_'( on the roads. I took a
chance to ride on a rickshaw
to reach to my destination. |
saw hundreds of rickshaws

plying on. The rickshaw-
pl:.tllcru were happy bccnuu
t were ﬁt{ pay-
m:nt and t tn&c

jam. Imnnenfmy

ng to office, w-lhing I told
im to share me, he replied:
"l have got sugar problem, it

is an opportunity to walk for
sometime.”

There was no smoke

emission, no horror of sound,
no pollution whatsoever. The
rickshaw van was plying tak-

ing 7/8 at a time.
Sometimes, a fittle boy was
pushing the van to p the

to go ahead. The

The ple who cannot
a chance to see Dhaka in
ay-time, they can do so dur-
on

s of fuel is

It helps increase

vity of the vehicles.
haka was once known for
ues. Now our rick-

fereigmers who are
haka are taking

have
shaw



