WE HAVEHUGE READY STOCK OF
ITALIAN CARRARA, PERLATO SICILIA
BOTTICINO, INDIAN KESSWARI GREEN,
MALAYSIAN AND PAKISTANI MARBLE

OF DIFFERENT TYPES

NIRMAN INTERNATIONAL LTD.
199, TEJGAON 1/A, DHAKA.

605957 607363 SHOW ROOM 861985

TEL

VOL. VI NO. 9 REGD. NO. DA 781

RS T B gl i

—Inside Today

Article
The Last Sigh of
Gilgamesh
Column : Enchinidion

by Waliur Rahman
Page 4

Focus

For an ideal and
implementable water
management project;
Beasts and beauties of

environment in '95
Bangladesh
Page §

International

Crackdown on
Kashmir militants
begins
Iran te launch efforts
.| to restore Pak-Afghan

. ties

Page 8

Business

Dhaka-lslan{abad
trade may rise

S Korea hints at
flexibility on food
aid to North
Pages 6, 7

DSE MARKE'T

DSE price index 900.10 [-1.40%)
4{ Market capital Tk 5205.16¢cr
' Transactions in volume 154758
Transactions in vaiye Tk

) GSE price index

I ekt capital Th
Transachons in volume

FlTﬂlﬂlhﬂ-ﬁ

A401.08(-0.15%)
T TSR |

4550

1910w

Metropolitan

Dhaka Day by Day

" ot

* " e iy z
o i 7
i - v o pe

., - a2

Love for the
Hairy Ones
Page 3

Eie e e

NEWS BRIEFS

Khaleda to visit
Khulna Jan 28

From Our Correspondent

KHULNA. Jan 21: Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
Is expected 1o address a pub-

lic meeting at the circuit
house maidan here on Jan-
uary 28, said an official
SOUTCE.

Fire at carpet
-
mills

CHITTAGONG. Jan 21: A
fire broke out at the Dhaka-
Baghdad Carpet Mills in Pa-
hartali industrial area of the
port city today causing losses
to property worth a few lakh
taka. police said. According
to the mills officials, the fire
broke out at an waste-godown

at 3.15 in the afternoon. re-

ports UNB.

23 arms recovered,
364 arrested

A total of 364 people
were arrested on the 32nd
day yesterday of the nation-
wide drive for recovery of il
legal arms and ammunition
An Election Commission

press release said, during the |
done in

drive. which is being
the interest of holding a free
and fair elections. the law
enforcing agencies recovered

23 1llegal arms, 49 ammuni-
tion and two explosives.

Changes in NMST
time-table

The National Museum of
Stience  and Technology
(NMST] authorities on the
oerasion of Ramadan have
bDrought some changes in the
time-tahble {or its visitors.
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Sit-in before PM's office today

50 parties to pull
back from race

el e S e

unless PM quits

By Staff Corresj:}undents

More than 50 political
parties yesterday threatened
to withdraw their candidates
from the upcoming general
elections if the Prime Minis-
ter did not resign as
promised earlier.

The threat was given at a
meeting of the representa-
different smaller po-
litical parties who came to
the Election Commission
Secretariat to collect their
election symbols. The meet-
ing, held at the EC premises
was chaired by Khandakar
Mahtab Uddin. President of
the Janadal.’

- "More than 50 political
parties will withdraw at least
1,000 candidates from the
election if the Prime Minis-
ter does not resign immedi-
ately," said Shefayet Ullah
Patwari of the Jatiyatabadi
Awami League after the meet-
ing. Patwari is contesting
from Gazipur 2 constituency.
Khalilur Rahman Ma-

jumder of the Jatiya Nagorik
Sanghati later told reporter
that the smmaller parties will
stage a sit-in in front of the
Prime Minister's office at 4
pm today demanding her
resignation. .

Some other leaders of the
parties alleged that the ruling
party did not kecﬁ its

romise it had made before
ling of nomination papers.
"We were virtually lured to
file nominations,” some
others said.

Earlier, a chaotic situation
arose in front of the EC sec-
retariat when the representa-
tives of the parties gathered
there for "hearing” for polls
symbols. The hearing was
held at the NEC auditorium.

The hearing had to be di-
vided into two sessions as the
Chief Election Commissioner
(CEC) left for the namaz-e-
janaja of Justice Ismailuddin
Sarkar, a Judge of the Appel-

See Page 12 col 8

to cancel polls

By Mizan Ali and Reaz Ahmad-

The major opposition par-
ties terday sent separate

- letters to the Chief Election

Commissioner demanding
cancellation of the schedule
for parllamentary polls, ac-
C ing to sources.

Confirming thjs, a source
Election Commission
sald "Some opposition parties
have sent separate letters re
uesting the CEC not to allot
their traditional election
symbols to any other party”.
“They also requested :ﬁlim
to cancel the forthcoming
elections”. the source ac-
knowledged, adding that
there was no scope for that.

Mohammad Nasim. organ-
ising secretary of the Awami
lmfue: said that his party had
sent letter to the CEC to can-
cel the elections. The letter

also questioned the holding
ol elections when the major

. parlies were nol participat.

ing in it. - |
Jatiya Party Secretary
General Anwar Hossain

Monju. when contacted, told
The Daily Star that he had
called for cancellation of the
elections.
Quamaruzzaman sf the

Jamaat-e-lslami  al ar-
Nﬂnmﬂeé ed his mﬁqﬂnd ;
C

ing a letter to the urging
him to cancel the elections.
The Opposition also an-
nounced a ifresh round of 10-
day rnuntr]y-wtdr agitation
programme {rom today.

The political parties en-
gaged In agitation have been
demanding installation of a
neutral caretaker govern-
ment for holding the parlia-
mentary election.

Awami League, Jatiya
Party and Jamaat-e-Islami
announced their identical

programmes from separate
rallies and press conferences

yesterday. The programme.

include, rallies, meetings,
processions, demonstrations
and exchange of views with
professional groups and the
masses. :

AL cl;!;f Slhcikh Hasina
announc arty's pro-
oL b;c;- 8 _pro
angabandhu  Avenue while

Jamaat's was an-
nounced its senior N -
e-Ameer s Ali Khan [rom

a meeting at the north gate of -

Baitul Mokarram . JP
acting chafrman izanur
Rahman Chowdhury an-
nounced a similar pro-

gramme at a press confer-
ence at his redgcnoe

While announcing their
10-day mass-contact pro-
gramme the Opposition Igad
ers hinted that they would
for tougher movement in
February if their demands are
not met by January 31

17 killed, 30 hurt in Rangpur
bus-truck collision

(]

At least 22 people were
killed and 110 injured in
separate road accidents in
Hanﬁur and on the Dhaka-
Aricha highway yesterday

In a head-on collision be-
tween a bus and a truck ai
Islampur 15 km off Rangpur
town. |7 people were killed

and 30 injured vyesterday
morning.

Our Rangpur correspon-
dent reported that 13 people

died on the spot while four
others succumbed to their
injuries on way to Rangpur
Medical College Hospital
[RMCH). Sixteen of the in-
jured persons were admitted
to the hospital. Five of them
were in critical condition
sources at the hospital said

By Staff Correspondent

The Dhaka-bound bus of SB
FParibahan plunged into a
roadside itch after the
head-on collision at around
H:30 am. Drivers of both the
bus and the track were
killed

Identities of the dead and
injured could not be known

immediately. : iy
According to a news
agency report, four people

‘including a minor boy were

killed and 80 jnjured in sep
arate accidents on the Dhaka-
Aricha highway

A woman, Maleka Begum,
28 and an unidentified man.
aged about 50, died on the
spot and 30 people were in-
{ured when a Shaiuria bound
yus fell into a roadside ditch

near Nabinagar at 3:30 pm. A
17-year ol unidentified
youth succumbed to his in-
juries on way to hospital.

A minor boy, Amin, 11,
died and 30 people were in-
ured in a head-on collision

ween . two minibuses near
Barobaria in Dhamrai in the

In another mishap, police
said, 20 people were injured
when an Aricha-bound bus
dashed a roadside tree at
Bamuli in Dhamrai at 7 pm

The bodies were sent to
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal while the seriously injured
were admitted to different
hospitals in the city and at
Dhamrai and Savar.

-t

I

The mainstream Opposi-
tion political parties {euter-
day announced a 10-da
country-wide fresh agitation
Progmmme. today
or realisation of their de-
mand for holding - national
polls under a neutral care-
taker government. reports

The programmes. include
rallies, processions, meet-
ings. demonstrations and ex-

of views with profes-

and general mass. -
The Awami League's pro-
amme was announ
the party Chief Sheikh
Hastna from a public rally at
B bandhu Avenue while
the Jamaat-e-Islami declared
its from a public
mee at the north gate of
Baitul Mukarram National
Mosque. The Jatiya Party
rogramme was announced
% party’'s acting Chairman

ur Rahman Chewdhury
at a press conference at his
residence.

The opposition also hinted
at tougher agitation pro-
grammes after January Bf.

DMCH doctors

continue
strike

Star Report

The strike called by the
doctors of the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital [(DMCH)
continued for the second-day
yesterday, according to hos-
pital sources.

A meeting of the Chikit-
sha ram Committee was
also held yesterday which

decided to continue the
strike till the {llegal phar-
macies in the hospital
premises were withdrawn
and the culprits who as-
saulted the doctors taken to
task. said Dr Zainul Islam

Doctors at the DMCH
went on strike Saturday fol-
lowing an alleged attack on
doctors on duty by one Dipu,
who allegedly runs an unau-
thorised pharmacy in the
premises.

1
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| Hasina's ultimatum at rally

Stop polls process
by Jan 23

By Staff Correspondent

The Awami League ter-
day gave an ultimatum.to the
overnment to stop the par-

iament polls process b
Jnnuar;?:i. the last date for

- withdrawal of candidature.

Addressing a public rally
at the

Hasina said that the ruling
party’s efforts for holding the

Ea[lu unilaterally would lead
e

nation to an explosive si-
tuation.

"The Prime Minister and
her party will be held re-
sponsible for any such situa-
tion,” Hasina said.

She also urged the Chief
Election Commissioner (CEC)
to stop "the farcical and one
party electiorm” and an-
nounce a fresh schedule for
polls under a caretaker gov-
ernment.

"Elections could be held
only in an atmosphere iIn
which the people could cast

Bangabandhu Avenue in °
the city; AL . Chief Sheikh .

their ballots safely and freely,
with all the parties taking
part in it,” she said.

She made a fervent call to
all sections of people, includ-
ing administrative officials,
law-enforcing agency per-
sonnel and teachers, to boy-
eott the  ensuing elections
under BNP.

"People will never accept
this one-party election, farci-
cal election, without the par-
ticipation of opposition par-
ties,” Hasina said announcing
a warm uﬁ programme of the
second phase of their anti-
government agitation. Thg
programme includes mass-
contact from January 22 to
3l.

UNB adds: The opposition
leader also called upon the
people not to go to the
polling centres under BNP
supervision. "Don’'t risk life
gojng to the polling booths.”

See Page 12 Col 4

41 election symbols
distributed

By Staff Correspondent

The Election Commission
(EC) yesterday allotted 41
election symbols for different

litical parties and alllances
or contesting the February

15 _Farllamentary election.
he symbols were chosen

from 140 polls symbols.

A total of 64 parties and
altances had applied for
election symbols and 87 rep-

resentatives from parties
and alliances went to the EC
office for the symbols.

The EC owWever re-

frained from giving away 11
symbols at the request of
some political parties not
participating in the forth-
coming general elections and
also to "avold confusion.” an
official of the EC said.

The symbols which were
not given to any party or al-
liance are, 1 . Boat, 2. Plough
. 3. Scales 4. Oak, 5. Ship. 6
Hut 7. Sickle. 8. Hammer, 9.
Torch, 10. Water Lily. and [ 1.
Banyan Tree. The official said
that some of the politicB par-

See Page 12 col 6
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The month of holy Ra-
madan begins today, reports
BSS.

The National Moon Sight-
ing Committee yesterday an-
nounced the decision on the
basis of information received
from the Meteorological de-
partment and district admin-
i1strations.

State minister for Reli-
ﬂa-ﬂﬂairu Prof M A Mah-

was in the chair.

The meeting held at the
Islamic Foundation also an-
nounced that as per appear-
ance of the moon, the holy
Jamatul Bida will be observed
on February 16, the 26th day
of the Ramadan and Shab-e-
Qadr on the night of the
same day.

On the eve of holy Ra-
madan, President Abdur
Rahman Biswas. Prime Minis-
ter Begum Khaleda Zia and
"Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina issued sepa-
rate messages

Plan to expand
rural & urban
development

programmes
Star Report

The government is plan-
ning expansion of rural and
urban welfare programmes
under the Social Welfare
Ministry to provide more
credits and health facilities
to the poor. according to a
highly placed source.

The UrHan Community
Development [(UCD) pro-
gramme of the Ministry for
the slum dwellers will be ex-

panded soon to over 100
units from 39 now.
In the capital alone, 100

more units will be opened to-

bring 700 more slums under
the programme. said the
source.

At present the 39 units
are uFerating in a small scale
in a tew slums in the capital
and 17 other towns, ich
provide revolving credit and
training to the slum dwellers.
Over-four lakh slum dwellers
are now under this pro-

amme.

The Ministry of Social
Welfare has also asked 44
hospitals operating under the
Hospital Social Welfare Pro-

e Pave 12 Col |

Justice
Ismailuddin
Sarker dead

By SC Correspondent

Justice Ismailuddin Sar-
ker. a judge of the Appeliate
Division ol the Bangla-desh
Supreme Court, died of a
heart attack on Saturday
night. He was 64.

Justice Sarker coimn-
plained of chest pain at 9:45
pm Saturday. He was rushed
to the Suhrawardy Hospital
where he expired at 12:30
am.

His namaz-e-janaza was
held at 1:30 pm yesterday at
the Supreme Court premises.

Chief Justice Abu Taher
Mohammad Afzal, judges of
both the divisions, tormer
Chief Justice Badrul Haider
Chowdhury. lawyers, oflicers
and staffs of the Supreme
Court attended the janaza.

See Pave 12 Col ]
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Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat (R) and former US President .Jimmy Carter, who came
to Gaza as an international election observer, give a press conference yesterday in Gaza

City

AFP/UNB photo

Arafat Palee"s first pre

ident
RAMALLAH (West Bank).
Jan 21: Yasser Arafat won a

crushing victory to become
_ the Palelinians’ first elected
president, according to re-
sults issued today by the offi-
cial Election Commission,
AFP. AP.

Su(rpnrt:rs of Arafat's
stage strategy for peace
with I[srael and Palestinian

independence also emerged
the big winners in Saturday’s
parallel elections to a Pales-
tinian council, although their
new self-rule legislature will
also count some independent
and Islamic opposition
voices.

With virtually all the pres-
idential ballots counted, offi-
cials said Arafat won a land-
slide 85 per cent of the vote,
with sole challenger Samiha
Khalil scoring less than 10
per cent.

Final results had been ex-
[)el:tcd around 1300 GMT but
he announcement was de-
la until 1700 GMT due to
the Muslim fasting month of
Ramadan which began today.

The Palestinian Election
Commission grujﬂ'ted voter
turnouts of B0 per cent In
the Gaza Strip and 85 per

See Page 12 col 7
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Suha favours
women, votes

for husband

JERUSALEM, Jan 21:
Suha Arafat said it was impor-
tant to elect women in the
first Palestinian general poll
on Saturday — but voted for
her husband Yasser rather
than the woman challenging
him, reports Reuter,

“l hope that women will
vote this time because it is
very important that there will
be a legislative council in
which there will be lots of

See Page 12 col B
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