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In the process of rapid
expansion of the Dhaka city.
pro care does not appear
to have been taken by the au-
thorities concerned for
adopting appropriate mea-
sures against fire hazards in
it. We saw the consequences
in a number of big incidents
in the past. However, the
devastating fire at Bangabazar
last November brought into
bold relief the inadequecies
and handicaps su by the
Fire Service Department in
dealing with big fires in the
city.

t:"‘F'I‘I'u: total number of exist-
fire stations in the city is
ten. This set-up, which came
into being three decades ago.
has remained unchanged till
now, even though there has
been manifold increase in
population and physical
growth of the city. From
sources in the Fire Service
Department, it is understood
that the existing fire stations
‘in the city have been operat-
ing under severe strains of
inadequate and worn-out
equipments. Even the normal
complement of equipments
in a fire station in the city is
said to be lacking. In view of
this deficiency, in the case of
a big fire in a particular area
of the city, it sometimes be-
comes imperative to send out
calls for help to nearby fire
stations which pitch in to
deal with the situation.

Besides, these deficien-
cies in infrastructural and
supporting facilities, two
main factors are identified by
the Fire Service Department
sources as standing in the
way of their ﬁrumpt and ef-
fective fire fighting capability.
The first of these factors
which proves highly frustrat-
ing in the matter of quick
movement of fire engines to
the sites of fire out-breaks is
the horrendous traffic jams
which at present plague al-
most the entire network of
city roads. These traffic jams
are said to be a serious hand-
icap in prompt and efficient
fire-fighting operations.
Moreover. the congested ar-
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eas in the city and the
:ﬂnwllng slums, beth in the
and new parts of the city,
which are fire-prone, re
as a fire fighter's tmare
because of their t lo-
cations. Some of the lanes
and by-lanes in the congested
areas are so narrow that in
case of fire, access of fire
engines with their fire ten-
ders becomes impossible.

In this cgnt?x;i the mﬁc h-
room growth of plastic to-
ries, the large number of
tanneries at Ha using
various chemicals. and the
highly congested shopping
complexes are no less vul-
nerable to fire hazards.

In new Dhaka. we are con-
fronted at present with an-
other kind of in the
matter of fire-fighting. There
is a wing trend of con-
struction of high-rise buiild-
ings. In such bu . ade-
quate provisions for se-
curity are a must. We are for-
tunate that there is not yet
any serious outbreak of fire in
any high-rise in the
city. At present. our equlf-
ments for fire-fighting in
high-risey, buildings report-

y consist of only one
snorkel which can reach 90
feet height and one Turn-
table Ladder (TTL) which can
reach upto 190 feet. These
equipments are not consid-
ered adequate in the light of
such facilities in some mod-
ern cities like Hong Kong
and Singa :

In such a situation, fire
consciousness and periodical
fire drills among residents of
such buildings go a lo wn(
in promoting fire security. It
seems obligatory for RAJUK
to ensure that no plan for
high-rise. building gets ap-

without due sion

or fire security as vetted
the Fire Service Department,
where necessary. Even In
residential areas with
rojected houses of low
eights, the RAJUK may
keep in view the aspect of

Hijackers of Black

ISTANBUL, Jan 19: Gun.
men who hijacked a ferry in
support of Chechen rebels
surrengdered today to Turkish
authorities and were taken
ashore. the ship's captain
said in a marine radio broad-
cast with naval officials, re-
ports Reuter.

“They've all left." said the
captain of the Black Sea
ferry, according to the
broadcast monitored aboard

Palestinians go
to polls today

JERUSALEM, Jan 19:
Candicdates for a Palestinian
pariament ended an election
campaign on Thursday in
- which ambitions for an inde-
. pendent and prosperous

state clashed with the reality
of Israeli domination and
economic Tecession, reports
Reuter.

Campaigners
through snow and mud to fi-
nal rallies to win over voters
in Saturday's polls.

"Everything is in place for
the elections. Palestinian po-
lice will guard polling sta-
tions. They begin deploying
* today.” said lThad Barghothi,
elections coordinator in the
. West Bank.

"This is our first experi-
- ment and we h to be able
to handle prob emu"gulckiy
* and effectively," he said.
Former US President
. Jimmy Carter. who is among
" hundreds of foreign- ob-
- servers monitoring the poll,
said he expected the election
- to be honest despite cases of
+ intimidation of independent
. candidates.

trudged

Sea ferry surrender

the Haci Baba fishing vessel
on the scene.

The captain said the pro-
Chechen gunmen, about
seven or eight mainly ethnic
Turks, left the ferry aboard
rubber dinghies.

"So is the ship all clear?”
asked the naval o :

“Yes, all clear.” said the
captain.

Earlier the gunmen, who
hijacked the ferry on Tuesday
in the Black Sea port of Trab-
zon ‘with about 25
had said they were preparing
to surrender and naval au-
thorities ordered all vessels
to clear the area.

"From our point of view
we hit our target,” one of the
gunmen, speaking by cellular
telephone, told the
Atv television minutes before
the surrender.

Witnesses earlier said a
medical tearn moved in just
hours after the 3,838-ton
vessel anchored just outside
the Bosphorus strait on Fri-
day morning after the hijack-
ers heeded a Turkish warn-

ing not to enter the strategic .

Bosphorus waterway. »

atolian news agency
later said a total of eight peo-
ple were evacuated.

2 chopped to

“death in Khulna

KHULNA, Jan 19: Two
persons were chopped to
death at midnight Thursday
night by unknown assailants
a shrimp enclosure under
Rupsha thana, 16 kilometres
from the city.

Azim Molla 35, and his
cousin Ahad Molla, 30, were
found dead in the fish enclo-
sure, according to police.

'PSI should cover

* From Page |
Customs authorities do not
take into consideration in-
ternational and internal price
variation as they assess on
~ the basis of pre-decided tariff
- value of a product or com-
modity while the PSI agen-
. cles face price variation fac-
tors as they always have to
keep track of day to day price
' fluctuation of different eom-
modities in the international
. market. Y
: The study said that there
- has been loss of earnings be-
- cause the same items im-
ported through PSI carry less
. customs duty than those
through traditional system
and assessed on the basis of
tariff value.

It also alleged that a num-
. ber of PSI entities accepted
deliberately under-invoiced
documents as the basis for
price verification ignoring
international price verifica-
- tion procedures adopted by
PSI entities world-wide.

The government banned
import of t items under
the PSI on ber 12 last
suspecting misuse of the
system and "to protect the
lgcal industries and revenue”.

~ The banned items are: car,
dry cell batte
tioner, ﬂlabn:etllgh
rescent tu ight, GI pipe,
soda ash and caustic m.

The four other banned items

¥ ﬂ.if ﬂﬂﬂdi'.
lamp, fluo- |

were cigarette, powdered
milk, cumin seed and black

Pbn j

n the other hand, the
Metropolitan Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(MCCI) strongly favours con-

tinuation of the PSI system |

saying, the only altermative is
"to go back to the much mis-
used old valuation proce-
dures.” i ¥

The PSI services are used
by the private sector in
Bangladesh under Section
25A, Customs Act, 1969 and
SRO and Notifications. But
the PSI entities are not su-
pervised under the GATT
E‘I;It-nclpa]s. the study pointed

The Uruguay Round
Agreement recognises that
the GATT principles and
obligations apply to the activ-
ities of PSI, mandated by

government or m?ned
ernment bodies, The nh?
tions also include non-dis

crimination,
rotection of confidential
siness information, avoid-
ance of unreasonable delay,
use of specific guidelines for
conducting price verification
and avoidance of conflicls of

interest the PSI agencies.
| 'MP‘::yliutheprlctiuof

employing specialised private |

companies to check ship-
ment details like price, quan-
tity and quality of goods.

* the city
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Perils From Fire In City|ce ¥

easy access of fire engines in
cases of fire.

it is observed that the
large number of garment
factories, some of which fell
victims to serious fire acci-
dents in the past, are lately
more conscious of the need
for fire security in their
premises.

The next major handicap
in fire fighting capability of
the Fire ce Department
is the scarcity of sources of
water in many areas. Once
was dotted with
ponds, canals, lakes and
other sources of water. In the
process of growth of the city,
such sources of water have
been lost.

According to some old-

timers, in the fol-
the partition of India,
when Dhaka was a

capital, there were about 26
underground water reser-
voirs in the municipal area
under the Fire Service De-
faru:mnl for use in fire- -
ng. None of these wa

reservoirs is now in exis-
tence. It is felt by knowl-

edgeable quarters that in
view of scarcity of sources of

water for fire-figh pur-
T e o
sent ra sion

city with concommitant -
rise in population, there
need for construction of a
good number of water reser-
voirs with suitable dimen-
sions at strategic locations in
the city to enable the Fire
Service Department to play
their due role in an effective
manner.

Last but not the least is
the imperative need for im-
parting training to the fire
service rsonnel in the
modern techniques of fire
fighting. Unless we are able
to train u nurmh'!thc
iscipline in ‘fire-
of ad-

facilities, we as
be | under a

help

he from

NDA to take
part in polls

The National Demecratic
Alliance (NDA), T alliance of
seven parties including Free-
dom Party and Democratic
Lcnﬁue yesterday announced
its decision to take part in
the sixth parliamentary elec-
tions, .reports BSS.

Announcing the decision
at a press conference, Sec-
retary General of the NDA,
Anwar Zahid said in view of
the present political
situation it is now clear that
if the elections are not héld
in time as per the
Constitution, a _ "no

ment situation” weuld

created endangering the

national independence and
sovereignty.

Fire in garments

factory
By Staff Correspondent

A garments factory on the
lhm of the thg storey
Bi npur Plaza at Kngpnj
cayght at around 7:25 pm
yesterday.

An hour long operation by
the fire fighter controlled the
fire, said officials of the Fire
Brigade. However, the esti-
mated losses and m of
the fire was not i tely

Rule on govt

From Page 1
inn# ca in
s has injected
= gL
e
clalmed.pﬂ ce service, it
9 It was nutti:]dadthlt the
ome mini sent the
draft mﬁ list to the PSC

for scrutiny, review and final-
isation. The PSC in its An-

rank of

-nual Report, placed before

Parliament in 1994, had
poin : uut:ll_:gﬁ due to non-
ance and non-coopera-
mduf the home ministry, it
not perform its consti--
tutional res bility. .
The Petition Committee
of Parliament, headed the
Speaker had discu the

matter and it was communi-
cated to the Ministry of

Home Affairs to in mind
the objection rm by the

PSC,
But the Ministry of Home

jections raised by the PSC
and the Parliamentary Peti-
tion Committee. In addition,
the reference from the PSC
was withdrawn and promo-
tions were given in a haste
an order dated December -
last year. ,
Moreover, the reference
was withdrawn unceremoni-
ously and in an arbitrary
manner, it was all iy

The Bench also called'

ul;‘yon the respondents to
show cause why a directive
should not be given for finali-
sation of the gradation Hst on
g; recommendation of the
Rule was also issued for
testind the vires of Public
Service Commission (Consul-
tation) Regulations 1979,
to exclude
consultation with the PSC in

~ certain matters and Defense

Services (fixation of seniori

to allow -

retired army to

"have entrance in civil ]

with ante-dated
claim.

L

seniority

A
o

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia placing wreath at the mazar of Shaheed President
Ziaur Rahman on the occasion of his 60th birth anniversary yesterday

f oo e s ———

Picnicker, three others
killed in accidents

By DMCH Correspondent

At least four persons,
of a ., were killed
and six inju in ate
incidents yesterday in the
city and at Daudkandi and
Four pers of the
persons picnic
party were seriously injured
when they fell from the roof
when the bus. returning
from the National Park. was

ssing through a tunnel
gll‘ the Sangsad Bhaban in

the .

They were rushed to the
Dbuktlﬂ :;il% College
MI (30) died tm
others. Nurul Islam (25) and
Abdur Rahim (26) were
admitied. Another injured
person. Monsur, was shifted

Hasina -
From Page 1

next elgction and this is why
they do not want the care-
taker government to tonduct
the hustings. |

"We want a non-partisan

caretaker government to re-
store the voti s of the

one

¢ she t gather-
The Awami League -
dent asked the Prime is-

ter to step down to pave way
for constituting a neutral
caretaker government (o

conduct a free and fair voting.
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City ﬁmlmi

The

to Suhrawardy Hospital from
the DMCH.

A truck hit a motorcycle
at the Airport Road in the
evening killing the front
seated male rider and injur
ing the back-seated female

., Nasreen 20. Both were
taken to the DMCH where
the unidentified man died
and Nasreen was admitted.

Nannu. 35 a truck driver
was run over by a truck near
Daudkandi ferry ghat late
Thursday night.

In another accident Ab-
dur Rashid, 60, died when a
micro bus ran over him near
Dhaleshwart ferry ghat

kg:.slh"h‘dl Augtr. 2‘!:1. al-
commit suicide at
A rulchoe at Kamrangirchar
under Lalbagh thana on
Thursday night. ’

One Aktar Hossain, |8,
received bullet infury in his

left Ie%llt Hazari ., during
a clash over a cricket match
between the two rival teams

yesterday. Aktar was rushed
to the DMCH.

Sohail.15, a grocer was
stabbed at Nayatola. Mogh-
bazar late Thursday night in
his hand and leg for his re-

_ fusal to provide cigarettes (o

a gang of muscle men on
credit. He was later admitted
to the DMCH.

— Star photo

Z1a's birthday
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Liberation.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia visited the mazar
in the moming.

She placed wreath at the
mazar and offered fateha.

BNP Standing Committee
members Irrigation Minister
Majidul Huq. Foreign Minis-
ter ASM Mostafizur Rahman,
Finance Minister M Saifur

dul Matin Chowdhury, Hous-
ing and Works Minister Bar-
rister Rafiqul Islam Mia,
Agriculture and Food Minis-
ter Abdul Mannan Bhutyan,
Health Minister Chowdhury
Kamal Ibne Yusuf, Labour
Minister and city BNP Presi-
dent Mir Shawkat Ali. among
others, were present.

The Prime Minister also
opened the voluntary blood
donation camp at the mazar
premises,

Leaders of different front
organisations of BNP also
placed wrdaths at the mazar
of Shaheed Zia.

Call for hartal
in Khulna today

From Our Correspondent
KHULNA. Jan

hall-day hartal in the city to-

tion of the government's de-
cision o introduce same sel

examinations under

boards from tLhis year.

Rahman. Home Minister Ab-'

19. The
HS5C examinees have called a

morrow demanding cancella-

of question paper jn the HSC

four :
' previous quarter,

e brought out a torch procession yesterday protesting poli
action on the party procession at Farmgate Thursday afternoon.

Family feud overshadows
- Rama Rao's funeral

HYDERABAD., Jan 19: Film
star turmmed politician N T

- Rama Rao was cremated on a

&= Away from the cremation

- political fi

of sandalwood today in a
uneral overshadowed by the
bitter family feud that had
haunted his final year in poli-
t

cost -the charismatic politi-
cian his job

was ordered off the

before it proceeded to the
cremation site,

left for home from Hyder-

abad's Lal Bahadur Cricket

Stadium, where her
band's |

ugu Desam
a landslide victory
tions in the southern Indian
state of Andhra Pradesh in
December 1994.

But he was ousted as chief

minister his son-in-law,
Chandrababu Naidu, in a fam-
ily coup nine months later

that was triggered Par-
vati's unwelcome cal in-
fluence.

Aides said the 73- -old
former actor died of a mnlas-

%ve heart attack early on
ursday while doing *
cal exercises. » ‘
Rama Rao's eldest son N
Jayakrishna lit the funeral
, made of sandalwood
and ghee, or clarified
butter, in accordance with
Hindu tradition. 2
Family members, film
celebrities and leading Indian
gures watched,
some in tears, as Rama Rao's

body was consumed by the
flames.

‘i full
public view when his widow

site at the Buddha Purnima
complex on the Hussain
Sagar Lake nearly 100,000

milled around the city
centre and Rama Rao's home
to bid farewell.

Family tensions had flared
earlier today during Hindu
religious ceremonies over
Rama Rao's body, Parvati said.

Parvati complained that
her name was left out of the
vedic hymns chanted by
Eﬂrl:-tu. he said only Rama
‘s first wife, who died 12

* years ago, was named.

BNP conspiring
‘to switch over
‘to presidential

system: Nizami

SIRAJGANJ, Jan 19: Ja-
maat Secretary General
Matiur Rahman Nizami tod
urged the le to foil all
designs of the BNP 1o
“introduce one-party autoc
racy through farcical elec-
tions,” reports UNB,

Addressing a meeting in
Sirajgan| azar station
ses, he alleged that the
NP was now conspiring (o
uﬂmh over t:.;} th;h pre Iﬂn-
system through voterless
elections.
" "The BNP had no" confi
dence in the parliamentary
system. The Prime Minister's
passive role and indifferent
attitude in Parliament proves
the fact," Nizami said.

‘Referri to the abortive
dia e, the Jamaat leader
said Primculglemittr': in-

t attit frustrated
m- of the Opposition
to resolve the political crisis
through discussion.

— '
i S WHIE 0 O TFARA "Hu3e, g
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Ciller asked to form govt

ANKARA K .Jan 19: Tur
Tansu Ciller said today she :
form a new government after inconclusive general elec-

tions last month. "The president has

formi

a government as head of the DYP (true

's caretaker PFrnime Minister
ad been given the chance to

ivern1 me the task of
th party}.

she told reporters after a meeting with President Suley-

man Demire]l reports Reuter.

f_g_urth fo_unding_ annive_rsar}i .

Try war criminals,
demands Nirmul

By Staff Correspondent:

The Ekatturer Ghatok
Dalal Nirmul Committee cel-
ebrated its fourth founding

anniversary yesterday by reit-
era its call for the trial in

a special tribunal of Golam
Azam and other war crimi-
nals and a ban on all commu-
nal and fundamentalist poli-
tics.

The committee, founded
by late Jahanara Imam,
organised a rally at the
Central Shaheed Minar
I;l:ut:rda)r afternoon and

rought out a procession to
drum up support for its

cause,

The rally was addressed
by Poet Shamsur Rahman,
Prof Kabir Chowdhury. Kalim
Sharafi, Syed Shamsul Haq,

4 held near
Hotel Purbani

By Staff Correspondent

Police arrested four r-

sons from near el Purbani
at Motijheel in the city yes-
terday for damaging a car.and

pelting stones at the hotel.

It was alleged that the four
persons had damaged a car
and pelted stones when Col.

(retd) Rashid a leader of the
Nationalist Democratic Al-
ltance (NDA) was addressing
a Prnu conference at the ho-
tel. Rashid's car was also
parked outside the hotel at
the Ume,

The arrested rsOns are
Babul, Feroz, Shahed and
Nikhil.

DSE review

From Page |

during the quarter com

to 112 crores during the

showing

arise of 13.03 per cent dur-
this quarter compared to

Inf
15.57 per cent during the

previous quarter.
Total ampount traded in

the DSE stood at Tk 220.60
crores during the current
cllunrtcr compared to Tk
77.80 crores during the
previous quarter showing an
increase in amount traded of
24.07 per cent during this
quarter compared to 19.33

per cent during the previous

quarter.

Total velume and. total
amount traded in CSE duri
the period from October 1
to December 31, 1995 ag-
gregated 121.59 thousand
securities and Tk 1.93
crores.

According to SEC review,
65 listed companies held
their annual h%:?cral meet-
i during t ast quarter
nl}gsl 995 compared to 38
such companies during the
previous quarter.

Thirty three listed com-
panies ared dividend out
of which 30 companies de-
clared cash final dividend,
one cnm;:&y cash interim
dividend six companies
stock dividend during cur-
rent quarter.

PBLAT

Shawkat Ali Khan. Maulana
Abdul Awal, Prof Abdul Man-
nan Chowdhury. Kamal Lo-
hani. Kazi Mukul, Afzal Hos-
sain and Towhid Rezanur.

The speakers blamed past
governments, particularly
those of Ziaur Rahman and H
M Ershad. for rehabilitatin
the fascist Jamaat-Shibir an
Razakars (those who collabo-
rated with the Pakistani army
during the War of Liberation).
They n]?'-u r:nnde:nrmed m

tical parties for "s

ands" with those Razakars
for their own benefits.

An anniversary declara-
tion. read out at the rally by
Zulfikar Ali Manik, called
upon the ple to unite for
intensifying the on-going
movement against the anti-
liberation forces.

The committee members
and supporters then brought
out a procession in the city,
carrying placards and por-
traits of Jahanara Imam
popularly known as Shahid
Janani,

Later. a Nirmul Committee
delegation placed wreaths at
the grave of Jahanara Imam
at the Martyred Intellectuals
Graveyard at Mirpur.

Eyfi Hggplilal

had rtﬁrtcd the findings of
the probe body.

e dilemma now is who
will take action. said an offi-
cial of the Health Directorate
requesting anonymity. J

Bthe Health Ministry wants
the Health Directorate to
take action but some high of-

ficials of Directoraté consider
it beyond their jurisdiction

"and responsibility.

Shamsuddin Ahmed told
The Daily ‘Star that the in-
quiry committee report has
been placed.with the min-
istry, which Is the supreme
authority to decide on what
follow-up actions should bé
taken.

Health Minister 'Chowd-
hury Kamal Ibne Yusul, talk-
ing to The Daily Star said.
 Inquiry r t has not
yet been placed before me."

While the Ahsanulla
committee report on IE
remained stuck up due to bu-
reaucratic red-tapism, vyet
another committee has been
formed to probe into the
matter.

State Minister for Civil
Aviation and Tourism. Abdul
Mannan who heads the new .
committee told The Daily
Star, “The Health Minister
has requested me to probe
the IEH affairs.”

"l am interested in
ing the issue as the IEH is in
mz constituency,” Mannan

When asked about the
logic of formation of a second
inquiry committee while the
report of the first committee
has not even been placed be-
fore him, the Minister
posed a counter question "is
there any constitutional or
legal bar in that It
was just an info uest
by me to Mannan.” hé a :
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