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DID U'KNOW?

(The Professor does)

HAT the way to beat

any transport strike on

the 10 km traffic jam at
Aricha is to roller skate.

These days you do see a

few skaters on "hartal” days

moving about town. It should

not be too difficult for them

to’ roller skate to Chit ng

or ur; the roads

are sim su :

If you th the distance is
any problem, here's some
facts: Theodore James
Coombs of California skated
5193 miles fram Los
to New York and bac
Yates Centre, Kansas from
May 30 to September 14,
1979.

To beat Coombs' record
you'd have to go to Chi
about twenty times and back.
gal'u nn::ha ; butdthlzw

is the transport strike
wlllnﬁe over by them.

Steffi Graf
. (World No 1 Tennis star)
"When | walk the

or no arms and I'm in

SYDNEY. Jan
19: Australia
will aim to bru-
sh aside worries
about they frail
- top-order -
tting and sweep the final
series 2-0 when they face Sri
Lanka in the second final of
the World Series limited-
overs cricket tournament at
the Sydney Cricket Ground
on Saturday, reports AP.

The huatraliana won the
first game in the best-of-
three series 18 runs in
Melbourne on Thursday night
and can seal the title in front
of a sellout crowed in A

Australian captain Mar
Taylor said Friday that he is
nat concerned by a succes-
sion of failures by the home
team's top-order.

Australia won the first fi-
nal by co back from 39-
4 to make 201-7, and then by
sending Sri Lanka spinning
from 107-2 to 183 all out.

Apart from an awesome
opening partnership of 189
. between Taylor and Mark
Waugh in Perth last Friday,
Australia have crumbled to be
3-46, 6-38. 3-27. 4-54, 3-54,
and 4-39 in the World Series
this season.

Taylor dismisses the poor
starts as a quirk of one-day
cricket.

"l think we've batted quite
well in this series,” Taylor
said. "These blokes (Sri

Lanka) are bowl very wcll
early on and 3- 3"# 3-50 can

hap_gcn.

"The good news is we're
still making 200 plus in
game and the end result is
what you work on. Two or

MARK TAYLOR

ew:l?r

'l get a feeung that every-
one has underestimated the
Sri Lankan apart from us —

they're a
cricket side.” :
Wicketkeeper Ian Healy
passed a fitness test on the
groin muscle he strained
while batting on Friday, while

good one-day

three of us have t:rhlpped in

A : 2. "We

fast bowlér cm;
mmth-dbylblu#fmm
allrounder Shane Lee.
McDermott was hit on a
knuckle on his left hand
while ba in the nets, but
returned to '
Sri Lankan team
Duleep Mendis said his
team's morale was good de-
ﬂtﬂ the loss in the first fi-

were in control for
the first three-quarters of the
match,” Mendis said.

He said either test
Chandika Hlthuruuinzﬂe or
off Spinner Ruwan Kalpage
will replace middle-order
batsman Roshan Mahanama,

who tore a hamstring on |

Thu.r-da
Y TRAMS

AUSTALIA: Mark Tavlor
(captain), Mark Waugh,
Pon Steve W , Stuart
Law, ichael Bevan, Ian
Healy, Paul Reiffel, Shane
Warne, Craig McDermott,
Glenn McGrath, Shane Lee
(H 12th man}

LANKA: Sanath J
suriya, Romesh Kaluwi
rana, Asanka Gurusinha, !u'-
avinda de Silv Arjfuna
Ranatunga,
lokaratne, Ruwan .
Chandtka Hathurusinghe,
Chaminda. Vaas. Kumara
Dharmasena, Ravindra Push-
pakumara, Pramodya Wick-
remasinghe (12th man to be
named).

WELLIHGTT}H tial. lots of individuals with .
> | Jan 19: If succ- ability, but getting together
‘ess is the best as a up is still a problem

revenge, New for them," Lees tuld Rcutcrl
J.L" Zealand have "If it all come t her on
the ect mo- the day, they could win. To

tivation for winning cricket's
1996 World Cup Reports
Reuter.

et in the semifinals would.
ave to be their goal.. our
| ys will have to play out of
After several seasons of their skins to make the
woeful performances and semifinals. but I think that's
controversies, New Zealand's realistic.”
Test standing has hit rock New Zealand play the
bottom and they have lost the tournament's opening match
wurﬁd of the cricketing - on February 14, pgainst
erennial contenders Eng-
But there have been signs |and at Ahmedabad. than face
this season that New Zealand the Netherlands., South
are no pushovers, and Africa. the United Arab Emi-

City Club ground lor criket is

with recent humiliations still rates and Pakistan in their
fresh in their minds, they other group games.
may be r:ad_? to surprise a Barring a major upset,

Kiwis wait in the wings

gour: during the luur of -

gulhly the best Cup warm-up
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East End Boys Club
in the
ird Divi-
when
adamtala

by a solitary goal at |

ajuk ground yesterday. |

kisholoy Sangsad »

in the dayl ulhcr en- |
hbazar |

80 regis-

tuadl]ﬂwmmer‘l'ide
Chb.

-ceding a

Itw" they should progress with

It's great uppnrt nity te the three other Test-playing
get the team togeth Ell:i teams to the quarter finals, at
Hey. the rest nf the wnrl which point the competition

don’'t rate us, people in New
Zealand-are laughln% at us,
let's prove astard
wrong,” sald fermer Test
wicketkeeper Warren Lees.
who coached New Zealand at
the 1992 tournament.

“Néw Zealand have Hadl #f-

ogramme of any competing

pr
side, but have been unable to
string t
| series of good performances.

ther a consistent

In November, they lost a
close one-day series in India
3-2 but gained some valuable
:xptri:nce of the pitches
hﬁv‘:re likely to encounter

tournament.

Then a series against
World Cup holders Pakista.
in New Zealand was shared
2-2. The New Zealanders play
three limited overs matches
against Zimbabwe later this
month.

“There's stacks of poten-

+ 19 be beaten
« ners Pakistan in the semifi-

becomes sudden dea

New Zealand do nnt [ea-
ture prominently in World
Cup history. Their best effort
was under Lees at home in
1992 — losing just one game

in the round- n stage,
bymmal:h#!

nals.
Current coach Glenn
Turner, the accomplished
former New Zealand and
Worcestershire opener, was
appointed after the team suf-
fered a disastrous spell in

1994-95 when Test series

were lost to En Ind South
Africa, Wﬂt Indies and Sri
Lanka.

That losing stieak saw
New Zealand ranked equal-
last among Test- pln Ing
teams with Zimbabwe.
reputation suffered a furl.h:r
blow off the field with revela-
tions of Marijuana-smoki
and other breaches nf disci-

meumcr'u &Etmm was to
dp pass the leadership to

'Ca.ntcrbury ﬂcketk.upenu:e

Germon.

E*ﬂ

authoritative leudm p has
instilled a much-need di

sci-

Elg:: and self-belief in the

ﬁ:c must mnke th:ir
lupﬂ'llthe hl

a recurrin knu: inju
forced him E‘J j l'g
retirement fruln

Chris Cairns and eleglnt
hander Stephen are
expected to share much of
the batting burden.

Alter s with in-
juries for several seasons,
Cairmms has blossomed . into a
true international-class

player. He will be to
reproduce and u-w':m
India in Novem-

tury
ber and pick up valuable
wickets ‘H‘Ith his -medium

l"lumlng been
touted as a world player
of the future. A classical and
aceful strokemaker, the
p could be the catalyst for

™" Faceman Danny Morison

ish-bormn all-rounder
Rugr.-r are also key
men for New Zealand.
Lees sald cricket is a bit of
a confidence thing. Once
you're #Innimﬁ it's very hard
lo st you change
lmr.n negalive to posilive very
quickly.

has lon

‘Hashan Til-

Chang ready for challenge

MELBOURNE.

Jan 19: Ameri-
can Michael
Chang has been

t burdened with

the tag of "one-
i wonder” for several years,
reports Reuter.
Since capturing the
French Open title as a 17-
ar-old in 1989, Chang has
nd further Grand Slam u-
tles to be frustratingly elusive

mselfl in

After hcrulcally bravin
severe cramps to overhau
then world number one Ivan
Lendl on his way to becomi
the youngest-ever Frenc
Open winner. experts pre-
dicted further Grand Slam
success. It was not to be.

But there is mounting evi-
dence the world number five
is now poised to shed his
unwarnted label as the sport's
“‘nearly” man on Sunday next
week the Australian
Open at Flinders Park.

Chan has strolled

UEM% gy

set to reach the
fourth round.

Brandishing a new, longer
racquet and relying on his

renowned competitiveness
and mobility Chang is con-
vinced he has the to
upset compalriots and tour-
nnmtnleuvnugi;;) Andre
Pete ras.

While accepting they are
the world’'s best two players,
the US Davis Cup player does
not believe the gap is un-
hrld eable.

think I'm gaining on
them," Chang today after
his third ch:ir vic at this
tournament, eating

Frenchman Guillaume Raoux
6-2, 6-2, 7-6 on Centre
Court,

“l think my game is con-
tinuing to improve and |
think }i:at Sampras and
Afu.u.i ve reached the peak
of their tennis careers, but |
feel my best years of tennis
are still ahead of me "

Earlier, on the eve of the
Australian Open, Chang said:
“In the big events they have
been very to beat, but
that does not mean they are
unbeatable.”

"l like to think | am a
better player than last year."
he added, referring (o his
performance here in losi
to Sampras, the eventua
runner up. at the semifinal

stage in lm.
It was as close as C

who tums 24 next mont
came to adding to his Gl‘il‘ld
Slam before his final de-
feat against Austrian Clay
Court specialist Thomas
Muster at Roland Garros last

June.
thepomofh:

taller
his serve, Chang has looked

to techmhﬂ for salvation,
has made
qultc a I:rit of difference. par-
ticularly in my serve ... it's
given me extra reach on my
serves.” sald Chang,
ing how American cnnll
equipment manufacturer
Prince invested 16 months of
I';it?.crch mofldt‘:: an inch to
the length the racquet to
28 inches.

. You cannot just add an
extra inch to the handle.. we
needed to shift the weight
around quite a bit, so we put
a lot of hard work into its de-
velopment and it has defl-
nitely paid off.”

hang admits he needs to
improve several aspects of
his game merely to survive in
a game increasingly domi-
nated by bigger. stronger
plavers.

| Chowdh
. Sonia,

Filmm Stars parade at the Dhaku Stadium during }reul.aerdayu chunty extravaganza.
— Star photo

3. The

CALCUTTA, Jan 19: The

organizers of the 12-nation
Q-glpm World Cup released

the names of ma referees’
hldn! 1H‘I-'lln:!'.l reads like a
mnfnﬂnkatltm

Mo‘:}g them are Clhﬂ:
. the West Indies,
Ilnmnur ‘Ali Khan Pataudi of
India,. Raman Subba Row of

John Reid of New

Zealand and

[Aultrllll} Steve Dunne
(New Zﬂllnd] David Shep-

htrdsmlnd} Cryil Mitc

Steve Buc-
lmnr (West Indies). lan
Robinson (Zimbabwe), A
\fenlu.tuughavm and K K
(India), Khizar

md Hehhmh Shah

and K T Francis

MECCou'lyIB Lanka).
The third umpires m

Stephen Tovey (Holland),
Farid Malik (United Arah

Emirnt:ll, Anil Sarkar .
{Eengr.. . Bansal, K
nrlﬂly 'RC Sharma

ftlllm f:?dlt'lﬁl 'Khan
Pakistan) Samaras-
(Sri Lanka). -

MSC to play
in IFA Shield

mcm Jan 19: Eight

p clubs, one from

Hingadea. will Y tigious
onours e pres

Lifebuoy IFA- Shield football

tournament to be played at

three different venues from

Jan 27 to February 7, re-

slated at the Salt lee Sta-
dium.

chanqlm.ogrlt

Bengal.
Mohammedan Sp:mng. In-
dian Bank, Mohammedan

S (Dhaka), and Tata

shift to the Salt Lake
Stadium in Calcutta from the
semifinal i ‘
While Mohun ., Mo-
hammedan Sporting

ing champions
Mohammedan Sport ng
(Dhaka)., a Xl or’

B-lanldﬂh Football Players'
Association to raise
fund for the distressed film

actor of the
country, conducted the

match as referee.
the

yers who
participated in yesterday's
charity

Film actors eleven: lllyas
Kanchan, Mahmeod Koli,
Amit Hasan, Omar Sani,

Arif, Samina Chowd-
hury. Shuvro Dev, Swapna,
Mehrun Ahmed, aby
Nazneen, Khalid Hasan Milu,
., lmran. Kanchi and di-
rector Chashi Nazrul Islam
entertained the crowd with
songs and dances.

WHIZZ KID-22

correct answers

1. The length of a bad-
minton court is (in feet)
Ans: 44

2. How m-n
Olym
compe Hlnn‘?
Ans: Seven

udfn in

legendary
marathoner Abebe Bikila
was from
Ans: E

4. How many events In

ymg:n decathlon?

5. The first B adeshi to
win SAF 1| metres
sprint was
Ans. Shah Alam.

iving

. thn 19: %ﬁ}c
Agassi had ‘to

come ~ from ,

~ behind against a
_ . . _qualifier for the

second time, Thomas Muster
had to overcome a twisted

For Michael Chang

ﬂl‘ a it was
business as usual,

The ﬂfth-s:e.d

Chang

advanced quietly and steadily,

into the round of 16 at the
Australian n as tempera-
tures cim Friday. He said
he feels he is galnin on the

two’ top seeds - ampras ;
and Agassi.
Women's top seed Manica

Seles ran into her first patch
of difficulty after drnpplng
her serve in the first

with a double fault. _Sh: ,
ended by reeling off eight
straight

games, losing just 12
ints in that strefch. in a 7-
- 6-0 viclory over French

s AP,

_player Julie Halard-
wasted nm.m-
his dominance after

ng the first set of his

-rnund match to quali-
er Steve Bryan, a fellow
American ranked 225th. He

~won 4-6, 6-0, 6-2, 6-1
2 Muut:r. seeded third a.m:l

in contention for the top s
in the rankings, twist:d 5
right ankle while backpedal-
ing for a deep shot midway
through the second set. He
had it taped, saved three set
pﬂlﬂlﬂ in a marathon second
-and beat Swedish qual-
ifer Nicklas Kulti 6-4, 7-6
(11-9), 6-4,

Chang, the only one of the
top five seeds to win all his
matches in straight sets so
far, defeated hard-hitting
Frenchman Guillaume Raoux
6-2, 6-2, 7-6 (B-6). Raoux
made the final set tight by
coming up with sizzling
sharp angles and deft drops.

‘"WHAT'S THE MATTER WITH ME? Wurid No -2
Andre Agassi in a state or despair after losing the first

set

against unseeded compatriot Steve Bryan during

their third round encounter of the Aussie Open
in Melbourne yesterday. A remarkably resilient
Agassi came back strongly to take the match 4-6, 6-0, 6-

2, 6-1.

— AFP/ UNB photo

" _but couldn't match Chmg'l

steadiness.

 Defendin champiun
gassi needed five sets on
onday to beat qualifier Gas-

ton Etlis of Argentina,
although he was hampered
then by a swollen knee from
a crash into a post on a P
stairway the previous night.
The knee has mended.

His next opponent will be
Sweden's Jonas Bjorkman,
ranked 34th, who ousted
American Todd Martin, the
15th seed, 6-3, 3-6, 6-3, 2-6
. 6-4 in a nearly three-hour
match.

Muster said his ankle hurt
for the first few points after
he twisted it, but once he
kept moving it improved.

The Austrian clay court
specialist said the surface
used here is very sticky,
making it easy to twist an
ankle.

Top seed Sampras, who
plays his third-round match
Saturday, said earlier that the
sticky footing left his feet

and body feeling sore after
matches.

After four days of tem-
peratures in the 70s F (20s
Celsius), the heat was ap-

roaching the 90s (in the
Os Celsius) Friday.

No. 11 Richard Krajicek
of the Netherlands withdrew
with a lower back injury with
his score against French

ualifier ean-Philippe

eurian tied at one set each
and 2-2. Fleurian earlier had
survived a five-set match
against Swedish plai?’er Stefan
Edberg, a former 1 who
is retiring at the end of this
year.

Seles, a three-time Aus-
iralian n champion, said
her %a}r in the second set
was her best since arriving
Down Under this time, even
though she won a warmup
tournament last week.

In the second set's fifth
game, Halard-Decugis ap-
peared to have beaten her
with a lob-drop shot combi-
nation, but Seles dashed in
and flicked back a winner.

“At first, | didn't want to
run for it. That was probably
one of my best gets ever. 1
didn't hurt my injury at all.”
Seles said, referring to a
groin pull suffered in last
week's tournament.

She said she still is re-
-::r:iﬂn!., treatment for thc in-

Double blow

for Belgium
BARCELONA, Spain, Jan
19: Belgium centre forward
Alexandre de Chaffoy broke
his leg in the opening match
of the men's Olympic hockey
ﬂua.lifg,dng tournament of Fri-
ay. reports Reuter.
Belgium's misery was
compounded by losing the

round-robin game 2-1 to
Malaysia.

Courier crawls into last 1 6

Who said Todd
Wundhm': m a
‘doubles’ s
cialist? Fri r?r
night Woodb
e played the
ame ol his er to take the
rmer world NO. 1 to five
electrifying sets before ‘a
san crowd at the Centre
court at Flindes Park. The
25 -year-old Australian, who
with compatriot Mark
de normally sweeps

'thc doubles trophies around

the world these days,
suddenly appeared to be an
unknown factor to  Jhn
Courier who was so familiar

TODD WOODBRIDGE

By Tﬁwﬁq Aziz Khan

with the surface. Out of the
four Grand Slam titles that
Couriv: had won so far two of
themn were woll here in
1992 and 1993. Since then
Courier has been in the
waiting line in Grand Slam

Early exit
for Woodies

MELBOURNE. Jan 19;
The world's top doubles pair,
Australlans Todd Woodbridge
and Mark Woodforde, made a
shock exit from the first
round of the Australian Open
on Thursday, beaten by two
unknown compatriots, re-
ports Reuter.

Woodbridge and Wood-
forde, who won the US
and Wimbledon titles last
year, colla in three sets
to an elated duo. Joshua Ea-
gle and Andrew Florent on an
outside court.

Better known on the dou-
bles circuit as the "Woodies"
the three-times Wimbledon
champions were seeded first
at Flinders Park.

But what should have

n a warm-up for the pair,
who together earned the
m of their US 1.7 mil-
lion d s prize money from
doubles last year, tumed into
a humbling 6-2, 5-7, 10-8
:ﬂll at the hands of two

ranked compatriots.
O‘a pairs hag plent
npportunltlea in the ma t:h
but underdogs Eagle and Flo-
rent mnde better use of
them.

circuit. After the first three
sets Woodbridge came back
strong breaking Courier
twice in the fourth set to
his chances alive,

e fifth set was an abso-
lute thriller Wﬂh Woodbridge
again maki eat reco

tn level at al As tn Wim-
bledon here a_lsn there is no
tiebreak In the last set. So it
had to be a long process. But
the determined American,
another sufferer of atrocious
line calls, pulled his skills
around to win the four and
half hour marathon by 86-3, 6-
7. 7-6, 3-6. B-6 and moved
into the round of 16.

kee

JIM COURIER

Top ladies protest pay-cut

HELBOURHE
Jan 19: T
men seeds at
the Aullu;!lh;n
Open, le y
Monica Seles,
labelled as unfair on Friday a
decision to cut women's
prize-money this year and
dismissed a claim they did
not merit the same rewards
as men, reports Reuler.
Seles, the joint world
number one. described the

decision as ret ade.
The winner the men's
event will get 415,000 US

dollars and the women's sin-
s winner 377,000 dollars.
her women's purses Aare
also lower than for men.

“The A.ulu'llll.n Opm
always been | think
it wasn't good to hﬂ: a slep
backwards when we should
have had slow steps forward.”
Seles said.

The players were reacting

to a local newspaper re t
which endorse ﬁc mpgc

-and said women players did

not deserve the same money
as their male counterparts.

“There has been a lot of
talk among the players... we
couldn’t und:ruland the
(article's) nl of view,” Se-
les said her straight sets
third-round victory over
France's Julle Halard-De-
cuqgis.

orld number six Gabriela
Sabatini was equally critical
of the decision.

“l think it's unfair... | don't
see any difference. We do the
same work, we sacrifice the
same things and we' are
there (o play and they are
there <o play, so | don't see
why we lhnuldnt g.t the
same prize-money, batini

teenager

told reporters. .

American
Chanda Rubin said men and
women players were on a par.

"We feel we are out there

3 just as hard as they

are and the public comes to

see the same tennis the!

come to see from the men,
she told reporters.

"At a Grand Slam we are
all in here today and wor
together and drawing the
crowds together, so | think a
lot of women, myself in-
cluded, feel like it's not too
much to ask to get equal
M' ‘the number 13 seed

Friday's article by a
woman tennis w'r‘ljt;rﬂl:nt '::Ill:
newspaper -
Qlﬁnn to scrap equal prize-
money at this year's
was "mature and .

She cited Seles and third-
l:rc::dﬁrmtxrhhnt:hgg;
c 's easy throu
ﬁull tnd.:wi:eru neither
as lost a winning a
berth in the last 16.



