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Ogata gets UNESCO peace prize:

ations’' re
Sadako ata.“won UNESCO's annual peace ze on
Thur:dnr%? reports from Paris. "5 pet
Sadako Ogata, whose title is UN High Commissioners
for Refugees (UNHCR), and the agency itsell were desig-
nated joint winners of the 1995 Felix Houphouet-Boigny
prize, after an international jfury decided unani to
rewarfl their work. the UN Educational, Secientific and
Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) said in a statement.

US army sergeant dies in Hunw
A US army sergeant died of an apparent heart a at

Taszar air base in Hungary early on Thursday,

the first American fatality in the Bosnia peacekeepi
operation. the delfence department said, Reuter reports
from Washington.’ »

PentagEt:m spokesman Ken Bacon said that Sergeant
Clement E Southall, 39, of Virginia beach, Vir , died
shortly after experiencing nausea and breathing difficulties
in his quarters at the base late on Wednesday night.

2 burnt to death in Johannesburg:

Two men were doused with petrol and burnt to death by a
mob Thursday after they allegedly tried to hijack a minibus
taxi near Brits, 80 kilometres (50 miles) north of
Johannesburg., police said. AFP reports from
Johannesburg. '

Police spokeswoman captain Belinda Kleynhans said the
taxi had entered Bapong shantytown near Brits with two
passengers and stop next to a shebeen (tavern). Four
unknown men approached and tried to hijack the vehicle.
pulling the passengers from the car. '
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8 killed in clash in Phllgpglames:
Muslim rebels killed a Muslim guerilla leader be to
a rival faction and seven on his followers over a land
dispute in the southern Philippines. the military said

A:g. AP reports from Manila.

er a four-hour clash between the two factions of the
separatist Moro Islamic Liberation Front, government
troopers intervened to prevent the situation from affecting

civilians living in Balabagan town in Lanao del Sur
province. the military said. Balabagan is about 850 kilome-
tres (530 miles} south of Manila.

Blast kills 14 in China: aieas 14

people were killed and more than 30 seriously injured
when a truck packed with explosives blew up in China's
Sichuan province, the pro-Beijing Hn:m% Kong newspaper

Wen Wei Po reported yesterday, Reuter reports from
Hong Kong.

unidentified number of ple were missing, and
houses were totally destroyed within a radius of 100 me-
ters of the explosion on Sunday night in an cultural
machinery station in Yunyang county, it said. The paper

said the explosives were accidentally ignited by workers
when they lit candles to provide light while unloading the
truck. which was laden with one tonne of explosives,
5.000 detonators and 500 meters of fuse.

Chirac to visit US Jan 31:

French President Jacques Chirac will visit Washington and

Chicago on a three-day US trip beginning January 31 that

will include meetings with President Clinton and members

gf gungress, a spokesman sajd Thursday, AP reperts from
aris. :

Chirac fljes first to Washington on a state visit "that will
confirm the intensity of our political, economic and mili- .
tary links,” Chirac's deputy spokesman Jerome Peyrat said
Thursday. Bosnia. where US and French troops play key
roles in peacekeeping. are among issues on the a a, he

m&addafi, Mubarak meet: Lyan

leader Moamer Gaddafi and Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak met at an Egyptian military base yesterday for
their first summit since June 1994, officials said, AFP
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TOKYO. Jan 19: Pakistani
Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto has warned India

anew against invi a nu-
clear showdown, in a
interview published Fri-

day that another Indian nu-

clear lest would tri;gn;r a

;l;u-::ﬂble result” in uth
reports AFP.

If India wanted to push
ahead with the test. it would
have (o cull:lldtr a "serious
response” that "would bring a
horrible result in the subcon-
tinent," Benazir said in an
li.';.ln.m with Asahi Shim-

Benazir implied that India
detonated a nuclear device,
Pakistan may have to do the
same, pushing the region

ere is an ambiguity in
Pakistan's nuclear arms race.
“There is an

s — E—— R .

International

Japan's mediation sought

ment Blan.“ Benazir told the
dally

akistan had been say-

ing that "it has a knowledge
but doeés not produce” nu-
clear wea . she said.
But "If India detonates
nuclear device, naturally,
some would call for taking off

this ambiguous veil.”

Benazir arrived in Japan
Wednesday for a four-day visit
to meet with political and
economic leaders. She was
scheduled to meet Emperor
Akihito and Empress
Michiko today. ,

Another report says: Visit-
ing Pakistani Primde Minister
Benazir Bhutto on Thursday
called on Japan *and other
nations to p mediate her
country's rows with India.
Japanese officlials said.

i’ At a meeting with her
apanese count taro
Hashimoto, Bummuﬁum-

istan would be grateful if the
group of seven (G7) major
economic rs, or other
countries, acted as interme-
diaries between the two na-
tions, the officials said.

Hashimoto urged a peace-
ful solution to the decades-
old territorial row between
Pakistan and India over
Kashmir, but made no offer of
mediation.

The Japanese premier,
who replaced socialist leader
Tomiichi Muravama a week
ago, stressed that both Pak-
istan and India should work
hard to reopen a dialogue
that might lead to a break-
through.

During the one-and-half-
hour meeting at the Prime
Minister's cials residence
here, Hashimoto urged Be-
nazir to sign the Nuclear

non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT). along with India, and

Benazir warns India against

inviting nuclear showdown

to cooperate in the pr
Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty (CTBT) aimed at ban-
ning all underground nuclear
lests.

On the economic front.
Hashimoto urged Pakistan to
upgrade its economic infras-
tructure and public security
to encourage Japanese in-
vestment, the officials said.

The prime minister also
told Benazir that Japan was
extending a low-interest loan
of up to 59.65 billion yen
(568 million dollars) to Pak-
istan in the:year from next
April to help improve the
countiry's social and eco-
nomdc infrastructures.

The 30-year loan carries
and interest rate of 2.3 per
cent annum and will be
used to finance a r plant
arnd to build schools. the offi-
cials said.
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Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat and Netherlands Prime Minister Wim
laying the first stone of the Gaza harbour Thursday. The construction of the harbour is
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expected to cost $60 million, $25 million of which will be paid by the N :

'--AFP!UﬂBphoto

reports from Cairo. )
-« The meeting, which focused on their joint efforts to lift
an air imposed on Libya by the United Nations in
1992, took H_ace at Siddi Barrani on the Mediterranean
coast, the official Egyptian News Agency MENA said. The
embargo was imposed after Libya refused to hand over to
Britain or the United States two suspects implicated in the
1988 bombing of a Pan-Am jet over Lockerbie, Scotland.

which killed 270.

Snowfalls disru]?t life in Iran:

Heavy snowfalls forced schools to shut Thursday and had.
trapped thousands of workers and students ove t in
the capital Tehran, the official Islamic Republic News
Agencly reported, AP says from Tehran.

There were snowfalls in 21 of Iran's 25 provinces
Wednesday, and more were expected Thursday, the :
said. In some high-altitude areas, snow had piled up 3.2
metres (11.55 feet), it said. Blizzards also lashed
parts of Iran last week, and at least 17 people were killed
and 32 injured. Most of the casualties were caused by
traffic accidents.

China, Armenia end talks: cho

and Armenia concluded their three-day consultations at
the level of deputy foreign minister in Beijing yesterday,

Xinhua reports from Beijing.

During the consultations Chinese Vice F Minister
Zhang Deguang and his Armenian counterpart Adward
Zuluyan exchanged views on bilateral relations and
international issues of common interest. Liu Huaqui,
director of the foreign affairs office of China's State Coun-
cil. met with Zuloyan and his party in the morning.

Tigers abandon several
jungle bases

COLOMBO. Jan 19: Tamil
Tiger guerillas have aban-
doned several small jungle
bases in eastern Sri Lanka in
the face of an army offensive
in the region, the military
said today. reports AFP.

Guerillas of the separatist
Liberation Tigers o
Eelam 1LTTE) had withdrawn
from several hideouts in the
eastern coastal district of
Batticaloa as elite comman-
dos fanned into the jungles
Thursday, officials said.

"There has been no con-
tact with the enemy." a de-
fennce source said. "But the
search and destroy mission is
still on.”

Elite army commandos
moved against suspected
Tiger positions amid mon-
soon rains which had trig-
gered floods and inundated

several low-lying areas, the

sources said,

Tamil °

"Very soon you will see a
change in the situation in the

east.” Chief military
spokesman Sarath Munas-
inghe said.

Defence sources said the
latest military action was
prompted by a wave of rebel
attacks in the eastern n
following the fall of the
Tigers' main bastion of Jaffna
in the north of the country
earlier last month. |

More than 50 people have
been killed in sporadic vio-
lence in the east since the’
LTTE lost Jaffna to security
forces after nearly 50 days of
fighting that claimed the
lives of 500 soldiers and
2,000 rebels by official count.

An estimated 50,000
ple have died in the Tamil
separatist struggle over the
past 23 years during which
all political attempts at a so-
lution have failed.
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to face corruption

NEW DELHI, Jan 19: At
least three more Indian min-
isters could face corruption
charges in a snowballing
bribery scandal which has ai-

forced three members
of the cabinet to resign,

ﬂw reported tbdlj"

the

velopment Minister Madhav
Rao Sciendia. ulture
Ministéer Balram Jakhar and
Parliamentary Affairs Minis-
ter Vidya Charan Shukla —
} late ‘Wednesday.
e e Statesman,

the names of at least seven
other members of Rao's cabi-
net were contathed in the
explosive Jain diary. |

It identified {hem a8 min--

ister for Urban t
RK Dhawan. F er
Pranab Mukherjee, Environ-
ment, Minister Pilot,
Civil Minister Buta

th and Family

S ;
ya wﬂf:mmmmmay.

Minister of State for Civil

Supplies Krishna Sahi and
Minister Kamal Nath.
Two former ministers,

Makhan Lal Fotedar and CK
Jaffer Sharief, are named in

.............
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the diary. thtnewm__sald '

Costas Simitis (L), Akis Tsohatzopoulos (C) and Gerassimos: Arsenis (R) applaud after thé
announcement of the élection result in the succession race to replace outgoing prime.
minister Andreas Papandreou, in Atheas on Thursday. Simitis won 86 votes cast by 167

Socialist lawmakers in the final run off race

T

Duma elects

- Speaker from
Communist Party

MOSCOW, Jan 19: Russia's
new parliament elected a

NEW DELHI, Jan 19 : In-

agenda for parliamentary

. Communist Part member as | elections which seeks to
speaker Wednesday in a move | transform the world's lar
likely to intensify confronta- | democracy into a theocracy
tion with President Boris | in all but name, reports AFP.
Yeltsin's government, reports The Vishwa Hindu
AP. Parishad (VHP, World Hindu

Council), blamed for the

Seleznev, 48, the | 1992 razing of a 16th-cen-
previous parliament’'s deputy | tury mosque, has circulated a
speaker, won by 231 votes, | 40-point statement that

five more than required. The rimacy to Hindus in every
balloti ended a two-day Er;:lk of life. N
deadlock over selection of a The VHP has urged politi-
new s cal parties to incorporate its

The Communists, who
seek to roll back free-market
reforms, finished first among -
43 parties in last month's
parliamentary elections.

demands into their mani-
festoes for the elections
tip in April, that
failure to do so would cost
« them millions of Hindu votes.

dia's most powerful Hindu to all national
group has come out with an ties, and-the \

e

Mbemunt

ailing Andreas Papandreou, who resigned Monddy.

against Tsohatzopoulos. Simitis will

— AFP/UNB . photo

s likely
charges
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| Securit? at US
airports tightened

NEW YORK. Jan 19: Secu-
rity was tightened at US air-
ports on Thureday because of
concerns that the sen
of Muslim radical Shek
Omar Abdel-Rahman might
provoke violent revenge, re-
ports Reuter.

The Egyptian cleric was
sentenced to life in Jrrllnn
judge

without parole by a U
‘on Wednesday after convic-

ktion on charges he and his

lollowers planned a wave of
alttacks on landmark build-
ings and hi ay tunnels in
New York. Nine of his follow-
ers also were sentenced to
Ion%_ son lerms.

ederal Aviation Adminis-
tration officials said the secu-
rity more should not result in
flight delays or inconve-
nience to the blic.

James Kallstrom, head of
the New York FBI office. told
Reuters that airportl wWere
now on a “level 3" alert, the
second toughest alert mean

ing more police patrols and
closer scrutiny ut’lzug_gnge.
"The sentencing of those

10 was somewhat of a
benchmark and heightened
the lhmmm he said. "Sorhr:e
people could interpret what
was said in the courtroom as
a call to arms."

China to keep
its promise to
Hong Kong

BELJING, Jan 19: China
will stick to its promise of al-
lowing Hong Kong to keep its
capitalist way of life after the
British reverts. to Chi-
nese rule in 1997, Premier Li

Peng said Thursday, r
Hﬂﬂ day, reports

will remain an
hltmm al., trade

and centre linking
China to the rest of the
world, Li said in comments
to visiting Hong Kong execu-
tives apparently intended to
assuage fears about China's

intentions.

"Now this has become our
country’'s hasic state po
and a policy of seeking u:g
from facts by fully taking into
consideration Ho ng's

himr and actual situation,”
Li :
"The Chinese t

has both the co and
the ability to ¢ out this
rinciple in Hong Kong after

997.

‘EU calls for an
end to violence
in Chechnya

ROME, Jan 19: The Euro-
ﬁan Union (EU) called on

ursday for an immediate
end to violence in Chechnya,
condemni the taking of
hostages ere and the
seizure of a Black Sea pas-
senger ferry in Turkey. re-
ports Reuter. ,

"The: European Union,
deeply disturbed by events in
Pervomaiskoye, deplores the
loss of life and calls for an
ting to

avoid f er- spillage of

blood,” it said in a statement

issued by the ministry
of Italy, which holds the ro-
lﬁLIfﬁ‘EU residency.

e strongly con-
demns the takin of
I'IGI}IT. both in the
the hi f th Tuag:lr:

e o e
ferry Jm” en the Black
Sea,” it said.

Bharatiya Janata Pa

home to some’ 25 million

tical par- -~ was outlawed by New Delhi Christians.
will cam-  after thousands of its sup- The "Hindu agenda” de-
| during the rters brought down the clares that "Hindu interest is
election to create a major bri e in the northern national interest. Therefore.
‘Hindu votebank,” said VHP  town of Ayodhya in December the honour and the interests
working presidént Ashok 1992 of Hindu will be protected in

%ﬁ%ﬂg

tollah Khomeini critics,

: ﬁ it was time Inc politi-
the p:ernutzuns and aspira-
tions of Hindus."

"Our aim is to see that
Hindu aspirations are taken
care nf‘ar the political sys-
tem," ed president
Vishnu Hari Dalmia, a busi-
nessman.

The VHP, which is allied
te the main opposition

'Rama on the

' The destruction
the worst Hindu-Muslim vio-
lence since partition. leaving
some 2,000 people dead. The
VHP. wants to build a grand
temple to 'the Hindu, God
rubble,
which it claims to be Rama's
birthsite. .

The VHP agenda is its
most brazen attempt yet to
give Hinduism the dominant
place in secular India, where
lun estimated thlfu million
ligious m;mrtE ty. India is also

st re- -

manner."
calls for a ban on slaugh-
tering cows, an animal wor-
shipped by Hindu, and on the
conversion of Hindus to Islam
or Christianity, a uniform

. civil code for all religious

oups and a rewriting of In-

o

* The wants the gov-
ernmment to ban and
S ufdﬂm; a uft?i dis-
courage nking quor
and non m in line

with Hindu values.
It calls for prominent

Hindu festivals to be declared
national holidays and the
Hl’ungl of a ban on sales and

rchases of property in

uslim-majority Kashmir by
non-Kashmiris. It also wants
Sanskrit. an ancient Hindu

priestly language, to be made
omwdmry in schools.
P sources said the

nda was an attempt to
thrust Hindu consciousness,
which has been on the wane
since the destruction of the
Ayodhya mosque, to the fore-
fromt of the election cam-

g:u the initial response to
the agenda has been negative.
"India 18 a multi-lingual and
multi-religious society,” said
Doraiswamy Raja, a leader of
the Communist Party of India.

DHAKA SATURDAY, JANUARY 20, 1996

More mass graves found

in Bosnian town

SARAJEVO. Jan 19:
Bosnian authoritues have dis
covered mass graves in the
northwest town of Sanski
Most and in Vozuca in central
Bosnia, Bosnian television re-

b ported Thursday, says AFP.

The graves are alleged to
be of Muslims slain by Serbs
in the vicious pattern of eth-
nic cleansing that marked
Bosnia's war that an in
1992 and ended with the
Dayton peace accord signed
in Paris in December,

The television ¢howed im-
ages of the mass grave found
in the Vozuca area Thursday,

including shots of skulls and
bones dug out from the
ground.

In Vozuca, the deputy
prosecutor of Zenica, the
main town in the area. said.
"we have found six locations
with 13 bodies. 10 male and
three female. There are other

aves with killed Muslims.

ese that we have fouynd
now were not even properly
buried but we found the

¥

remnants of their bones. We
have information both about
the victims ahd the perpetra-
tors of the crime.” the televi-
sion reported.

Residents of the area were
also present at the excava-

tionn, and some of them
recognised the bhodies of
their relatives, the TV said.

It said Ekrem Demirovic
recognised his brother killed
June 25, 1992. "We recog-
nized him by his clothes.
belt, things he had in his

pockets.”

The grave found in Sanski
Most contained the bodies of
14 Muslim men. aged be-
tween 21 and 60. All were
from the Alibegovice family
and from the hamlet of
Budim.: but killed in the vil-
lage of Kalenderi in June
1992,

The report could not be
immediately confirmed.
Bosnian authorities said there
were a large number ol still
undiscovered mass graves in
the Sanski Most region.

- gist, I knew of the

Miss Universe 1995 Chelsi*Smith (L) of California
Kisses Adeline Ong Siew Fong after she was crowned
Miss Malaysia-Universe 1996 in Kuala Lumpur
Thursday. Adeline will represent Malaysia in the Miss
Universe pageant in Las Vegas this year.

— AFP/UNB photo

World's narrowest strait

TOKYO: A small island town in western Japan's Seto
Inland Sea will make the Guinness Book of World records
next year with a for the world's narrowest strait,
local officials said . reports AFP.

Only 9.93 metres (32 feet nine inches) wide at its nar-

rowest point; the Dofuchi Strait, in Tonosho, awa

refecture, beats the previous record holder, Greece's
Strait., by more than 30 metres (99 feet).

* Diamond found in
Norway for first time

~ OSLO: A diamond had been found in Norway for the first
time, a geologist announced on Th , but he refused to
say _Prnciaeiy where, Reuter. ’ - .
tham&ﬂm.'ﬂdﬂuﬂmﬂﬂm.nfthc‘ﬁ:ﬂnglcnl
survey of Norway. whe analysed the discovery. 0.07-
carat gem had a typical diamond form and a fine crystal

shape.

ﬁcm found in river Gravel somewhere in Finnmark.
the country's northernmost . North Norway rests
on one of earth’'s oldest crusts and Often said: "As a geolo-
possibility of diamonds in the area.”

He said the man who found the gem did not want to be
identified, nor did he want the world to know exactly
where he spotted it. "He wishes to keep the area to him-

L3

self — at least for now.” Often said.

112th birthday of Japan's
Idest oiti

TOKYO: Sue U
her 112th birthday

awa, Ja

A- U

pan’'s oldest citizen, celebrated
y with a candle-lit cake at a nurs-
ing home in southern Japan, repo

rts AP.

tagawa blew out the candles in front of a

battery of television cameras at a nursing home in Ajisu,

Yamaguchi Prefecture (state).
Doctors and nurses

presented the large cake, topped

with fruit and candles, to Utagawa who cut it while sitting

in her wheelchair.

- "She has a ; difficulty. but is otherwise :
fit," said leot#}“ Um 't:[il‘n':u:t«:\u?r of the nursing ho:rirf

"Her favourite pastime here is watc

sumo touma-

ments on television with her friends.” Umezaki added.
The local mayor presentpd her with a television to

watﬁ h tournaments on,
780

awa was born in 1884 to a farming family in Hofu.
ometers (484 miles), southwest ofnﬁ‘ i

She was married in 1910 and has one son, 75. and
three daughters. Her husband passed away in 1948.

Establisﬁing‘theocrac} — VHP's election pledge

“The VHP and other of its
kind are trying to make it a
Hindu theocracy.

“What they are spreadin
is communal ideology.” sai
Raja, a '““ﬂ}‘h;ﬁh“ is this
H wa Theocracy
'mlht :dhlntcr to India."

The Indian news-
paper said in an editorial tha
communal nisations like
the VHP would not succeed
E:ﬂ!n the country's siable

structure and its
long tradition of tolerance.

"“But the very fact that
such blatant attitudes which
negate all the cherished con-
stitutional provisions can be
publicly articulated is a

inter to the danger that
undamentalists to In-
dia's unity,” it .

| "Asad willing to
recognise

Israel’

WASHINGTON. Jan 19: In
what for him is a revolution-
ary shift. Syrian President
Hafez Assad is willing to sign
a peace treaty with Israel that
includes an element of
recognition of the Jewish
state, [sraeli ambassador Ita-
mar Rabinovich said Thurs
day reports AP

‘What element. we don't
know yet.” Rabinovich. who
doubles as a negotiator n
talks with Syria. said at a
news conference

Israel will pursue the offer
at a new round of negotia-
tions that opens next
Wednesday at the Wye con-
ference centre in eastern

Maryland



