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we built those roads in the
Presently our roads are under seize from
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Guilty in 'People's Court’

Only fools would be calculltm who won'
and who lost from the move towards one-
election, Nobody won.

mocracy lost, the country lest, each one of
us, individually. and collectively, lost. Jf there
is anything callcd the 'people’s court' then
both sides stand gulltﬁ bﬂfurt it, for
our trust, demolis our he

destroying our dreams of building a ﬂhrant
electoral process which, we had will
throw up a new generation of leaders
capable of leading us into the lst Ccntw')r. n

its place we find ourselves still chained to
issues and conflicts of ?;ears. past, and victims
of a personality clash that has, by now,

crossed all limits of reason and commonsense
and, some may even say, of decency.

We find our leaders guilty of an all consum-
ing political ambition that has made them
blind to the interest of the nation, and its
millions of destitute inhabitants. However
couched in democratic and constitutional
rhetoric their posturing may have been, two
years down the 'line, we can see them for
what they really are — ruthless and naked
ambition for political power, in the attainment
of which nothing can be allowed to stand.

In spite of mounting evidence we refused to
believe that it will all end without any under-
standing. Day after day we desperately hung
on to the slightest gesture from either side to
discover some positive meaning in them. As
and when the two leaders — Begum Zia and
Sheikh Hasina — met on a social occasion we
anxiously looked at their faintest smiles and
tried to read a positive note in them. But to-
day we realise that our worst fears were only
our own — never for a- moment shared by
those whom we had placed on top as leaders.

It does not take an opinion survey to find
out how deeply wounded and disappointed
our people are. However, the question needs
to be asked, where do we go from here? We
would like to say it with all the strength in
our command that the election towards which
BNP is heading will neither amount to a ver-
dict of the people, nor will it give it any addi-
tional power to solve the political crisis that
we face. It will only raise the stakes higher,
forcing a longer period. of violence and con-
flict upon us. Begum Zia needs to seriously
reassess her position. In a different sense, So
does Sheikh Hasina. That is if they *really
want to make any positive contribution in our

future development.

Traffic Jam

Who do we turn to for solution of our traf-
fic problems? We have pleaded and implored
so with no avail. What do we do now? Roads
are like arteries and veins in our bodies for
circulation of blood; without blood circulation
the body will die, we will die. The simile may
it is
not. The promise of an urban centre is that its
inhabitants must be given the facility to
circulate. Unlike villages or semi-urban lo-
cations, the need to move about in a city is
like the need to breathe. People live in a city
because governmental decisions, trade, com-
merce, industrial production and all other ac-
tivities occur in the cities. And for all that we

need usuable roads. Every city spends billions
to build good all- weather roads. And so have

we. But now we are creating all sorts of road
urpose for which

blocks to prevent the very
irst place.

several sources. Hawkers are occupying it in
many areas. Government and the DCC blame
each other and do not take any action hoping

_ therebﬂntn get their votes in the coming elec-

tions ads are also occupied by vendors who
take up whatever space is left over by the
hawkers, and since they are a floating group
they tend to come more and mare onto the

road. Then there are the garbage bins in many

spots “that itself take up a lot of space.
to all these is the occupation of
roads for political rallies, religipus funetions,

party activities, etc. Even the business com-

munity's apex body, FBCCI, held a function oc-
cupying a major avenue cr&aﬁng serious dislo-.

cation nf city traffic.

The question of the day is, are we just
ing to look the other way as city traffic be-
comes impossible? Traffic of high growth, as

we have in many cities of South East Asia is
But intolerable traffic because of

one thing.
misgovernance, incompetence and negligence
is quite something else. '

Cold North

Although TV weather bulletins show that
the coldest days are yet to be here, people are

--| ~ dying sporadically from cold in the colder dis-
tricts of the north. Only on January 16 two

persons died in’Kurigram from exposure to
cold — biting at 7 degree Celsius and made
chillier by an incessant drizzle.

In fact the whole of our northern region is

‘now all frigid and life comes to a standstill
even in the daytime. It was 6 degree Celsius

with drizzle at Panchagarh the same day and
it was the same picture at Rangpur.

It is not cold that kills a human being. The
culprit is exposure. With neithf:r clothes nor
fire to keep ane warm, the cold wave picks up
the shelterless as the more vulnerablp There
is no way to know if deaths haven't- takerr
place-in affected areas besides Kurigram but

of the undescribable suffering caused to the

poorer sections of the population there is no
doubt. People are submitting to cold in their
individual entitles with society standing be-
side uninterested.

Why shouldn't the schoolhouses be offered
to the shelterless to protect themselves from
exposure? And such centres can then be very

easy places to be kept warm. Even in. the:

United. States recently all offices and
establishments remained closed for thrcc
days, in rccu%nitiun of people's inability to

journey to places of work. We need the

schools and such other establishments to
close so that the affected ones can find a -
sure and death. This is the

%E from expo
least that shuuld be done in the northern
diﬁtﬂﬂtﬂl

general.

failed to hol
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VER the years

O mists hawe hum #‘lp
pling with the issues
of the drterminlntl of and
the dcterm‘::ll; i u:““
;nte an
P a few

nf the -ulmu'tl in tha nut

names of R E Lucas, P M
Romer and D Renelt need
mention. These eminent
mﬂmmgtiaﬂu:klaid to have
shed a lot in screening
out the “mists” shrouding the
grvmh rate. And in doing so,

t landed
=k wmcmm + tural

genera
hovering ound' the

determinants of economic
growth. According to
available literature, three
major factors seem to have
emerged as the champions of

growth. These are’ for
example, (i) a ri share of
investment  to  GDP; (if)

ﬁ‘neni of the economy
e s défined as

the ratio of ex to GDP
and (iii) the growth and de-
velopment of infrastructure

and human and non-human

' capital. As for the deterrents

to growth, two major con-
straints have been ldml.lﬂad

viz; (a) a lcapl share of
ernment spending fo
and (b) pric: diltﬂl"uﬂnl t.hxt

allegedly distance interna-
tional prices from domestic
prices.

The above observations re-
late mostly to the economy in
owever, the growth
rate in the agricultural sector
and its determinants also

HERE is no revival of

+ Congress in the coun-

try. Nor is there any
vibration, much less a wave,
in favour of the Bhartiya
Janata Party. All that has
happened is that the
sharpness of dissensions in
Congress has lessened and
the dust raised by the revolt
in the BJP in Gujarat has set-
tled down. But neither of the
two parties looks like win-
ning even one third of the
544 Lok Sabha seats.

This is the impression |
get after visiting 17 states in
the last few weeks. [ do not
claim that | have held any
opinion polls. whatever
worth t are. But | have
talked to local leaders, jour-
nn]isis and public figures.

Fanerally make a good

Ll:t me start with
Congress first. It has been
practically. decimated in Ut-
tar Pradesh and Bihar, the
core of the Hindi belt. Be-
tween them, they have 139
seats in the Lok Sabha. The

pang may nof reach even a
le Hur: in the two

states her. It won 14
UP anﬁu[ugfﬂln Bihar last
time.

- Madhya Pradesh, the
stronghold of Congress, is al-
ready showing fissures
following the battering
Arjun Singh, son of the soil.
His
breakaway group. may not

il adopter areas/

‘Congress stronghold.

-made the party s

Indira Congress. a

ﬂtnhuwinwmofp-iummm-pmﬁcm is a function.of the level of devel-

apmentdtmm&afmmdonpm&mm
infrastructure and less on mpnee-nght

mh Mu of fa-
mous economists,

ol those who tend to lean
more towards tural
economics. One could only
recollect the famous findings
of Y Hayami and V W Ruttan
on the role of the technical
inputs in -

response that
accounts for much of the
productivity deferential

adopter and n

. To
could
where

this effect,

be cited as an
agricultural growth rate
moved faster with the avail-

of the téchnical inppts.
N to mention here that

m the growth of
inputs.. role of
the pr!ce factors also
:m:r to dominate
tl of the deve t
actors
:umpriied I':Jr prices to
farmers, subsidies to inputs.
lower interest rates to credit
etc.

In a recent article, an
economist. R Faini, came up
with some igteresting obser-
vations which many of us,
possibly, are aware of but

which are hardly given due

cognizance by our licy
makers. He argues Lt in

evalyating thé performance of

Congress and the BJP out of

Maharashtra till a few years

. But now the Shiv Sena-
P combine dominates the
scene, although its initial

‘hold as well as coherence has

loosened. It l-don;t so0 much
disunity that - Corﬁ‘nl
as is ghc disinterest its
state leaders. They are will-
ing to break a sword across
their knees — a sign of
Marathas' bravery, but not to
work at the . which

ﬂ:ud it dividends in the first
stance.

" From former chiel minis-
ter Sharad Pawar to home
minister S B Chavan. all lead-
mhﬂ:unedlhhmuhlnu
afladder to climb to the
tion in New Delhi but
bothered little about the
party or the state. The pre-
seut tally of Congress is 28
out of 48 sealts. It be able
to retain 20 if all of put

their heads together.
ab, where the

won 1m=13msﬂ%ﬂ;

is no more the.
It never
was. The t of elections
by Akali Dal last time had

the
state. This time Tl:pﬂl.l.
which looks formidable fol-
lowing unity in its ranks, will
be contesting all the seats.
The Hindus, who have been

u‘ntn

win many aeatu but it will cut Congress vote bank because
into the C vote to the of the militancy in the state,
extent of eight to. 10 per ' are reconsideririg their op-
cent. This will be enough to  tions.

pull down at least one third They were all for the late
of Congress members, who  Beant 511151!1 who defeated
won with a small margin in  the mili They find Har-
the 1991 election. Congress charan Singh Brar. his suc-

obtained 28 seats out of a
total of 48.

Congress was secure in
= L]

Sir, It is too late .and out-
dated to discuss any more as
to whether it is constitutional
or unconstitutional to ‘hold
general elections 1996 under

:fﬂv:rth:;asttwuyuﬂlot -
th:w;:drm]?sbﬁ thm?ﬁ:.-

. muna rivers, there had been -

more than 730 sun-sets and
sun-rises in the sky, and.
many of our near -and dear
ones have left this world......But
unfortunately some of our
political leaders continue to
pay a deaf ear to the

Vﬂn

mmutmdruuthemf
elections if not held under a

caretaker government.

What can the rullng BNP
do? Hold a general elections
of 1988 style without partici-
pation of the major opposi-
tion parties and throw the
country into chaos and confu-
sion?

The BNP rnment has
by-elections to
!Il:En vac::lnt seats of til:ic Par-

ent due to opposition
AL, JI, JP and others. T?’l)l;
scheduled date for gmernl
d&cﬂnm has also been pos
twice. The BHF
th a
flasco to cont ition
fmrﬂu frequent. 8, str-
kes, rail-road-waterways blo-
ckades, sireet agitations etc.
- The tenure of the BNP
overnment ends on 5th
pril 1996. How would ‘it,

-4 within this time tackle the

. Cessor, tnnmk too com-

pro He was not built
to be a hero but he could

non-,

the a ultural sector. the
¢ factors should not out-
lay the non-price factors
ike the role of infrastructural
development in a country.
Hewing on the same line of
reasoning, Alexander H Sar-
ris of the University of
Athens Comments: “Infact. it
appears that infrastructural

differences are vital in mak-
ing aggregate supply re-

response that Faini hinted at
seems to suggest that “the
relative importance of price
versus non-price factors is a
function of the level of devel-
opment. At low levels of in-
come and capital, more em-

hasis should be placed on

uilding infrastructure and

less on getting prices right.
Once the level of il‘lfl'llll.:"l..ll‘.‘*
then,

ture i1s substantial,

Beneath the Surface
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by Abdul Bayes

sponse of agriculture smaller
in developing countries than
in capital-rich countries.
Hence the issue is not one of
‘getting prices right' or pro-
viding infrastructure but
rather one of complementar-
ity. The policy issues concern
the ways in which the en-
hancement of human and
non-human capital can be ac-

complished better and the
role government has in this
process.” Sarris further
moves to argue that the rela-

tively higher elastic supply

since supply response is
larger. ‘getting prices right
is quite important.” Once
again. one could relate these
findings with these of H Bin-
swinger who, long before,

also rated infrastructural de-

velopment above the price
factors as far as agricultural
growth is concerned. In the
context of Bangladesh, stud-
tes by Dr Mahboob Hossain
and other economists .do
pinpoint to a differential
produclivity between arcas
with better and worse iniras-

have given the state a ste; my

slable administration. He has
lalled to do so. Even his par-

t are'up in arms because
t realise that he cannot
lead them to victory in the
next elections.

Assam |s another state,
where Con did well In
the 199] election. This was
largely because of the spin in
the Asom Ganatanta
Parishad (AGP) whi¢h has
more or less been spanned
now. What may turn out to be
ominoys for 88 is an

- adjustment on all the 14

seats among jes, except
the Bop, © ! ¥

The role of the All Assam
Students’ Union [AASU),

- ing educational

hphedmbuddlm

tructural facilities.

The above [acts seem to
linger at a re-disc of the
determinants of and deter-
rents to growth, especially,
in agriculture and also at
rcdir?ttmg the role of cﬂ]m
state /govern in agri
tural m
nhusuluns wﬂh beguilﬂ:l
price related’ variables and
the policy instruments that
travelled with them. al-
legedly, failed te warrant a
substantial su nse
from the agricultural sector
— the largest sector in terms
of output and em t in
many countries till today.
Whereas, factors like inffas-
tructure, education, health,

extension facilities were rel-
egated to secondary impor-
tance and as such those could
hardly crowd in private in-
vestments in due course.

A state or a government
should. therefdre, be pre-
pared to care more for the
ways through which
and dissemination of new
technology should find ways
into un eveloped agricul-
ture, concentrate on provid-
facilities,
build up infrastructural ac-
cess. prmrid: exte ser-

vices and promoté research

Poll Prospects of BJP and Congress

of reckoning — the BJP will
mmbhaumofaﬂ-fndmandregwnalpoﬂtmlpmfmm

more seats than C

assuming power at Ccnht
the stales. at least seven seats this time,
In Karnataka, the contest  thai s pretty generally

is between the Janata Dal and
the BJP. Congress is a r
third. The communists (ront
has an upper hand in Kerala.
After Ms Jayalallthl s outburst
that her party. the AIADMK,
will go it dlmm there is no
way whereby Caongress can
reach the present [igure of

26. Bolh were, Logether in the

199] polls.
Andhrl Pradesh K
(..n ‘s best bet. The rul-

clu%u Desam has got
hl:lr eles divided. Chiel
Hlnlnler Lhamirahlh; Naidu
and N T Rama Rao, who was
pulled down, are out to de-
stroy each other. The Telugu

_BETWEEN THE LINES

Kuldip Nayar writes from New Delhi

which' has- been able to

reswing students on its side,
is crucial. It ap to have

. reached an understanding

with the AGP. Still, half the
Lok Sabha seats are depen-
ent on the veotes of
reigners’, who are on the
side of state chief minister
Hiteshwar Saikia.- who has
said that there are

no § in the state.

In the four séuthern states
<~ Andhra Pradesh. Kar-
nataka, Kerala and Tamil
Nadu — ress, faces an
uphill task. It has 105 seats
out of their total of 129.
There is no likelihood of the

party coming anywhere near

Desam's loss is the Congress
ﬁaln But already Congress

as 38 out of 42 seats; it is
bound to lose some.

In West . Congress
has only four ou of 42. It may
wrest three or four seats
from the left front. The CPI
(M) is still strong and united

t the divided Co

:rctumufSSRa from
Washington will aggravntc
dissensions in the party, not
lessen ghem.

Congress is Orissa has
gained because of former
chief minister Biju Patnaik's
declining image. It secured
only three out of 21 seats in

thecmrmtttrmglhmanynf the last election: it will gain

political crisis which is

deepenln%y day in the

an oste-
nsive general election with-
out the.

ipatinn of l.h:

E&lng the p:oph: uc“ﬁ

goats — for the po
ms nfBHP
others?
det feel that

opposition AL-JI-
others are living in a fnnl'
paradise. On the one hand
some BNP leaders think that
ifgme;al-elecﬂmmhﬂd
under a caretaker

JI JFand

mmt would er and, .
hand, the AL-JI-
JPleadﬂuhnﬁmthltundgr

agonies

and sufferings of the - a caretaker
rhaps sleep nm;

) .

would win in the general

Today we are confronted

with (e ‘bumd question. Who would win and - who
whether we are going to have: = Would, lose in the general,
our scheduled general dﬂ: - .election under a ‘cs

tions 1996 or not? If ~government . would be de-
would be a disaster, for the. ;' cided & ﬁth.ﬂmm
c:;:-untryanditu mn'i by the AL-JI- butbrthe
clo-economic tic N’gﬂ

problems canriot ﬁvu& Withﬂitmrnl |
| 7 The Awami League chief 9F Hl-will towards. ;
Sheikh Hasina has said that -_'-ﬂ us hold a free. fair and
_her: party would ‘continue to g::ﬂ!ﬁﬂm election un-
fight, even if it took years for 9€ “‘% ent
realising the demand fof Mhﬂm by present
“elections: under a caretaker* Justice of E

; t. Jamaat-e-Islam, Justice M Afzal or former

atiya Party and other opposi- W Justice Sha-

tion parties have also vowed mm

There ln no room arro-
gance,
cBnfrontation in dcmol:rlc_v
In the present
sis, we have no !lttrnltlve
but to hold general elections
under a caretaker govern-
ment to do away with our po-

litical ills and save
our country from catastrophe.
O H Kabtr
Dhaka-1203

| Pul: down the brakes

before it is too late
Sir, In the of Jan-

uary 8, 1996, Lak-
sham- Chandpur branch line

two trains collided head-on,
causing deaths to quite a
number of passengers and in-

BNP' ’_
its creditability in our coun-

But. as a matter of fact,

intransigence and

L L . s

mml very
thlacwlththoh _ l:gr
'Ihuughmmcrmtpqs

train accidents were very
m now- n-days it is increas-

Armi -t m that
'-j;adn in th pﬂti

tuhe butitialoﬁng

try. Rail authority ‘must
‘remain ﬁ -vigilant and per-
sons for whose negligence
accidents happen must be

:given exemplmy punluhment

Ego E: of %anglades

the passengers uf

breaths for the collision
which may occur any. mo-
ment; the controls are in the

hands uf uur two h:adcra

il Iﬁ:ll: ap-

ln unhllndl
& gI’.l w[llr:{lﬂtlnama

emsclm
Nur Jahan
East Nasirabad, -
Chittagong i

Crucifixion of Jesus

* Sir, Wasif lslam writes in a .

letter published on January 9

- {in .your esteemed daily that

Muslims cannot subscribed to
the Christian belief stated in
an article of Waliur Rahman
on ONristmas that Jesus
Christ was . crucified and
killed. Other than the fact
that the Gospels relltlrg the
death and resurrection of Je-
sus were written several cen-

turies before the Quran,
thcre is also the. lity of
Nisaa Ayat

M] 15'?"%!1 a different way
than the writer of the letter.

Both Islamic and non-Islamic
_ scholars * many explana-
' tions. -

One is that we have to
look at the context of Sura :
157. Sura 156 refers to the
Jews' "slander” or "calumny”
against Mary, the mother of

 Jesus. while Sura :

saster for all, including

. there are 25 per ¢
- for international t:ltfhnne

- ficial copy
. the rebate Eﬂ.infullﬁr; |
: In Dhaka we hear com-

159 states
- "And there is none of the
People. of the Book
( ture, in the translation
Mr Islam uses} who will not
believe in him before his
death. And on the Day of Res-
urrection he (Jesus) wﬂl be a
witness against them." This
particular int ation says

that the Jews believed that

the Messiah was ultimately
eliminated by his execution.
But it that way
to-them.
He lives because "Allah has

raised him to himself”
(4:158).
Though it would be

preferable to have one belief,
as we do in so many other

-_twn trains running on the points, I realise that this ex-
same track from °P te di- . planation has the weight of
-rections; fear elutc our - the belief of centuries against
hearts, we are holding it

Father Timm
Dhaka

Telephone circular

Sir, Recently T&T Board
has issued a circular through
newspapers stating that
cent rebate

calls for certain time
Recently, I had an occasion
for an international call to
USA from Rajshahi. [ pre-
sented the cop g of circular
for rebate to the

the circular in newspaper as
they had not recei any of-

. S0, | had to lorgo

plaints about dead tele-
hones. And they say it has
me a "private business.” |

+ would request any reporter

to please visit Khilgaon bazar
to see what ‘private tele-
phone buuiﬂcss is like. One
was telling me, "If you want
to make a ca]l m U or UK,
you can do so within a lim-
ited amount of money and
without wasting much time.”

* Of course at the cost of those

phones which are ‘dead’ in
spite of repeated complaints!

M Ali
Khilgaon, Dhaka

n reality Jesus lives.

telephone
. office who refused to go by

agreed. The Janata Dal is also
a divided house and the per-
sonality cult of Biju Patnaik
will damage the y further.

As regards the BJP, it
does not exist in the east,
nor in the north-east, nor in
West Bengal and Orissa. In
terms of seats, it means 85.
Assam is the state where
it won two se last time.
The situation is no different

now except that Lilmguuh:ftl -
seal may swing in favour
the BJP.

in West . the <con-
test is between and
the communists:, |
is between Con and the

Janata Dal. The BJF may win
three to four seats out of a to-
tal of 63 the two states have.
The prospects of the BJP are
1o better in Kerala and Tamil
Nadu, where the party has
failed to secure even one seat
out of 59.

In ‘Andhra Pradesh.  the

spliit in the Telugu Desam

ves advan to

not the BJP. m
Farty has no Luk bha seat
rom the state. In Karnataka
also. the BJP won three Lok
Sabha seats in the 1991
election. There was a time
when the party was number
h‘l'nlllth;ltltc. It is lhtﬂ.l
stronger than Congress but
weaker than before.

The party, which has 10
out of 48 Lok Sabha seats in
Maharashtra, will increase its
s h. But its problem will
be the Shiv Sena. which
wants lo register ils pres-
ence at the all-India level.

. The BJP will have to give

more seats to the Send te

" sustain the alliance at the

state t level. How-

ever. Muslims, who veted for
'~ the BJP-Sena combine with a
vamgeance in the assembly

po:ll are now tuming against
lgcr a llnll:

Their
Cungreu hna

ArtE

COLUMN

Buchwald‘s

- When "Getting Prices Right" May Not be Right!

activities. About the pricen
(how much and by whom) feor
these services, many studies
found that "people in
developing countries are wﬂr
ting to pay for infrastructural
services if their concerns are
taken into account in the
design of mtdif the ser-
vices are provided properl
mdﬂt&ycmh&uamﬁh};
their proper management.” A
participatory infrastructural
Iqlcvehpmtnt is, thus, called
or.

I{ct:prmg output raising
services of government at the
level where t tend to be,
the scheme of '‘getting prices
right' may not materialize in
practice. It has to be com-
plimented by the schemes of
taking those services to
farmers' doorsteps. Given
that these services are al-
ready at the |1 of the
gnw:rnm]fﬂnt. one could only
expect that a more aggressive
Lirgenty catled for t brtiaing
urgery in
or moul them, suited to
changing demands. Market
failures, it is said, mostly
originate from a lack of these
services and to arrest the
markét Ia.ﬂu;; ]{auni thus to
get prices right govern-
mént needs to intervene in
right pockets, at the right
time. Whether that would re-
quire a big or small govern-
ment is beyond our.enquiry
at the moment. Suffice it to
say, we want #0 live with
those services and not live en
"prices aLunc

their disillusionment
the state
creased.
In Gujarat, where the
E:rt y won only 12 out of 26
k Sabha seats, may do bet-
The state fs
it was pro-

against
government in-

ter this time.
pro-BJP as -

" Congress at one time. But if a

substantial number of seats
are not given to the dissident
group. it is determined to re-
volt and %;te;a its own «<an-

didates. - Muslim vote in
favour of the BJP will go

down this time because it hu

| -valent :
Shekhant bas been able to
h.ﬁgu“ dissensions out of

. bat not been able
Madhya
Pradesh was once solidly be-
hind the BJP. Now it luffm
from rivalry. Although the

ln iron thm out.

contest Ilm e b;m:n
Congress e ., even
the small t of tribals,
which voted the BJP the

lalttlme hupmawnyfmm
“ ......

ln Bihar, Lh:BJPhunu

. The Alliance with

atesh, thc![l:milenderlnd

George Fernandes may not
add anythin JP's
strength. Laloo Yadav

seems (o have cemented his
rapport with the Muslims
and the backward., Uttar
Pradesh, from where the
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