meticulous when your
heart is stirred by na-
al beauty. The feeling is
like sheer magic when your
imagination seems to surf
over the hill-tops. The ser-
pentine road — which starts
S00n as you cross Rangunia —
to Rangamati and a very
innocence in the air
are enough to make mes-
merised, if not to your
robust tra appetite.
Thﬂ':‘ were mof mu: on
a field-visit, going pect
the activities of nationwide
Vitamin A Week in
some of the villages of -
gamati. on duty. we
wanted to, ';R;ﬂ:lilly me,
squeeze as m pleasure as
mpa-dhle out of it. {h:“ wide
-of nine ﬂ'tlnck s

un was too

lT‘S difficult to be very

President, General
the 14-member Executive

Employees and Workers Union for a two-year term.
‘ic election of the office-bearers was contested

— Sonargaon

candidates from two panels,
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Sonargaon News: Dewan Nasim-ur Rahman,
Ashrafuzzaman and Mirza Akbar Ali have been elected
and Treasurer of

of Rai Ban off from his .
Possibly, he was enjoying it in

his own way.

erh approached
ere were more

and more of hills, and the in-

ner was that of going
back to times of creation
on a 'time capsule’. The hilly

snap-shots,
it seemed

'-;I:t e A A

ftee of Sonargaon
the
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with lesser height than

Fuamoun called Bonrupa
(forest beauty). But in Lﬁl
case, btlut]l_'

against mighty.
e e A A = G e e

Airways
will

eement, calls for the new airline, called Y
. 10 be operational within
open more destinations in

May. The new
Myanmar to foreign

visitors, who will have three carriers to choose from.

Myanmar has
Y n Airways will initiall
southern and northern

DHL in Moscow: DHL Worldwide

ated 1996 "Visit

Myanmar Year."

fly two Fokker 50 aircraft to
tions in the country.

— BD Shipping Times

has

opened new facilities in Moscow — a new head office for

Business traffic
[ﬂaguc ompted thousands
ndia,; t

in India: A year after a

travellers to cancel trips to

horder are back, filling rooms and stimulating

investors interest in hotel stocks.

The peak travel season has just started and will stretch
until March. — Monitor
Sri Lankan air cargo Air cargo volumes

out of Sri Lanka's only in

airport are projected

to grow at about 12 per cent annually. Colombo handles
about 70,000 tonnes — both imports and exports — from

all airlines each year.

Currently

18 carriers operate through

Colombo whose

location makes it ideal for the island to tap the huge flow
of cargo between Europe and fast-growing Asian regien.
— Monitor

New K-Line schedule: xawasaki Kishen Kaisa
Limited (K-Line ) and Yangming Marine Tr

Corporation recently

announced their new service

schedules for-trans-Pacific Service and Asia-Europe
Service, which will commence from January, this year,

The new service is based on the
to pursue the

Line, and Y

t between K-
quality of service

to meet their customer requirements.

-BD Shipping Times.

will buy 60 railway coaches from lran and there are other
important proposals for further Cooperation in transpeort

sector.
The Iranian For
the

coming visit to Bangladesh.
Best

man
Hotel

em lo?ru of October: reroza
stani of the

ar hubmuﬁﬂﬂﬂtﬁ
Dctober 1 Sonargaon Tattler

Minister said that he would discuss
possibilities of further cooperation during his forth-

-BD Shipping Times
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Ekram Kabir spends a day in Rangamati

m d
"™ lagoon ke Rangamati

‘Dhivehf. Dhivehi
belongs to the Indo-iranian
group of languages and
resembies ancient Sinhala
with Tamil roots. The Indian
traders called the islands
‘Maladiv’ or a ‘garland of is-

language

"lands’. It certainly looks like

a festoon of flowers
strewn ACTosSsS blue velvet
of the Indian Ocean. Its
closest bours are India
meires to the

at the widest point. The is-
lands are scattered over
90.000 square kilometres of
the sea. There are about
1190 islands, of which only
200 are inhabited. The is-
lands form 26 natural atolls,
il ity Ml o
or :
< o purposes

19 divisions. Surrounded

five square kilo-

plant is coconut.
Life m a maritime envi-

ronment has all al been

difficult for the inhabitants of

Throughout its known
history, aldives has re-

mained independent except
for a of Por-
. M-jurnpdl .

has long been based on fish-
ing. Poor soil and limited
land I"l.!l‘ulﬂctl fplt rMC;n-
sequently, sta ce
has to ge imported. Tradi-
tional industry consists of

e Ll

ellery.
e;{upplng occupies an im-

adjacent cropficld~ orrie-iy

changing. In 1960, they say,
the construction of the h;-

dro-electric dam at Kaptai
village within the Rangamati
district was completed. A
vast reservoir of some 550
square miles came into be-
ing, inundating most of the

fertile Karnaphuli valley and -

large parts of the Changi,
Kassalong and Maini valleys
containing lush paddy fields

and ens.
the construction of
the t officials

held a number of
with the Chakma Raja

— whose palace is now under
the water of the lake — and
the Headmen of the area on

aspects of th p'og];-:_
ough it was t:ld t

there would be flooding and

_an area would go under water

permanently. the time -it
wasn't ascertained exactl
huwmuchlandmuldheal
fected or how the water
level would be. But there it is
— a tourists’' delight.
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Jhum landa) the i
man wastes into the idne,
other wastes carried down by
rain water as well as the
dlm‘:leiii:;m-ﬂ
lrtrql:l'l.ﬂltn main
problems. A survey carried
out by the Rangamati District

Rl -

artment revealed

Health Dep
that more than five tons of
human excrement and other
wastes flow into the lake ev-

Eutimat;; show that a
s cent of the
tmtimpcﬁﬂng around
the lake d on its water
for household necessities like
dri cooking and clean-
ing. The villagers and the
lakesiders, where there is a
lack of tubewells, big kutcha
wells — or just holes — to
procure d water that
te ﬁ?ymf e Eil:lll:: The

water supply for gamati
ll:;n also depend on the
The wild beasts that once
freely roamed these hilly jun-
were elephants, sam-

es
. g]en. monkeys, wild boars

@Mdﬂ dg%:gal;l%k leopards,
_ gers, gayals
etc. There were also vgn};:us
species of birds and tiles,
but most of these animals and
beasts, . according to the
lakesiders, are now extinct.
While rﬁmlmulr&eahuut
the wild animals of past,
the old folks of Rangamati
town almost invariably tell a

tale: day, a Royal

Tiger was all of a 'sm
found in the nearby
gﬁa{; of -developed lo-
fright, started running hel-
ter-skelter. As the news

spread, a local ant em-
barked on a hlﬁﬁj for the

mm:w%nﬁr'
Karnaphuly. He fin oun
thct{ﬁrlndnhntit &

a

t is interesting was
that on he the news of
the kill, the then deputy
commissioner of the Chit-
tago Hill Tracts district
rn to the and don-
ning the dress of a hunter
with a gun on his shoulder,
he got self photographed
with one of his | resting
on the dead beast. tale is
still told the elders of the
region measure of sar-

" castic humour — as the funny

behaviour of the DC — and of

. course, with the sense of

of the real hunter who
to them.

: % ‘Them? Yes, ihe people of-
a. diflerent clilture. On the °

okl oarfal L A Y Lhaa

;‘E:e ‘of there traditional
belief's and superstitions, but
still retain the rest while go-

lhm:\fh ac in every
h{:. In course
of this transformation the

by Helal Uddin Ahmed

portant place in the econ-
omy. sectors such as
education, health and infras-
tructure are looked after
the government. Althoug
there are a handful of mod-
ern -peclnll:led ht}:pmltlll.
primary health care ities
are extended t t the
atolls. The literacy rate is an
astounding 98 per cent,

nll.hm.m t level of
educa on "Lf-'éf"“
Secondary or GCE-A .
T L
cess economy
in recent years has been in
the fleld of tourism. From a
mere thousand tourists in
1972, tourist arrivals have

increased to more than 2
lakh in 1993. The number of

tourist resorts have also
umped from 2 in 1972 to 67
the end 1991. Tourism
now  constitute almost a
quarter of the country's GDP.
Male is a small | with
an area of around 2 sgquare
kilometres and a lation
of about 70,000 in 1 Mt is
the most densely ulated
capital in the :
During our stay in Male,
m large numbefr:l‘
expatriates work-
ing there, ﬂ}rz were mostly
uns'i'led workers employed
in various trades, In terms of
size, they were the second
largest community of foreign
workers alter the Sri
Lankans. A good number of

" Enjoying the sun on a Maldivian beach

Bangladeshis were also serv-
ing In various resort islands.
Even some Bangladeshi wo-
men were working at a gar-
ments fact located in the
Special Economic Zone on
Ari atoll.

Some Bangladeshis were

also servi in senior si-
tions in Male including Resi-
dent Representative of the

UNDP Mr Farash Uddin — an

ex-civil servant. The central
meeting place for the Ban%-
ladeshi community in Male is
a dwelling owned by Saiful
Islam, the expatriate who
received us at the airport.
Amiable and warm-hearted,
Mr Islam hailed from Mun-
shig and was married to a
15 woman. He went to

People of the area, in-

Male as a teacher but later
set up a thrivi business.
The centre that he set up
was possibly done from a
Fh ilanthropic consideration.

ood and residence were pro-
vided to visiting Bangladeshis
at a nominal cost. Every time
we went to Islam's place, we
found flocks of Bangladeshis
gathered there.

While in Male, we had as-
signmerrts at TV Male, Min-
istry of F Affairs. Dhi-
raagu Earth Station and the
Kurumba Resort Island. What
impressed me was the mod-
ern values and businesslike
approach of the Maldivian
people in general. May be be-
cause of continuous interac-

once widely-practised ritual
of sacrificing cattle and poul-

‘try on occasions, like mar-

riages, is hardly observed
thcac-dflys.

Cattle were also sacrificed
to exorcise evil spirits, please

ods or earn blessing from

ven. Now, these practices
are on the wane. As we saw
that doctors and modern
medicines are increasingl
taking the place of fa.ith-heal}:
ers and witchcraft. They said
the best time to enjoy their
cultural activities are the
Bengali months of Baishakh
and har. '

Every year, despite the
Baishakhi festival, the farm-
ers observe a ritual called Hal
Palani on the seventh day of

+ Aashar. They believe on this

in Rangamati, Particularly be-

cause of their substantial
contribution- to their family
economy. While the unedu-
cated women work both
within the household and out
in the fields in the rural ar-
eas, the educated section un-

dertakes jobs in the urban
areas. _

Well, on the way back to
Chittagong, we insisted
Animesh Da to stulp the jeep
at Kalpatary Shi ganlk:tan
which is an ivory handicraft
centre owned by Bijoy Ketan
Chakma and his wife Nilima
Rani Chakma. We didn't find
Bijoy Ketan at home, but
spoke to his wife. Sabir Bhai
was so inspired by the ivory
handworks that we became
indecisive what to buy.

Asking whether ivor
trade was banned or not, Nil-
ima Rani Chakma said: "We've
acquired special permission
from the DC" However, 1
wasn't convinced.
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~ day Mother Earth attains fer-

and becomes sironger
i hiw rene eva ~ng the

|

ing in the fields and don't go
anywhere as hired labourer.
Women, with their flut-
tering butterfly charm and
ntral%hl jet-black hair, enjoy
al status as men do here

tion with a steady stream of
western tourists, they have
adopted certain work-ethics
and a modern outlook which
is conducive for socio-eco-
nomic development.

Male, by the way, has a
full-fledged TV station. and
through satellite dishes over-
seas lelevision channels are
also available, Bangladesh had
a role in the growth of TV
Male (TVM), as one of our
television experts Syed . Sid-
diq Hossain played a crucial
role as a consultant.

Male, by the way. has only
brick laid or concrete roads,
and bicycle is the maost
commonly used mode of
transport. Motor vehicles are
limited in number and the
only available public transport
is dialled taxi service which
charges an uniform rate. In
either case, transport can not
be a necessity when one can
walk around the island in
mere twenty minutes,

TVM has one of the few
multistoried buildings in
Male. It is situated near the
UN Building — another mul-
tistoried entity. Most of the
buildings in Male are single
storied or two-storied ones,
which is quite consistent
with the small =ize of the is-
land. The whole of Maldives
appeared to me like a large
market, with shops spri
on every road-side. Large
modern school bnildings, a
few hospitals, hotels, guest
house and lodges, oflices,
markets, dwelling houses,
other buildings and !hnﬂn
lined up on both sides of the
crisscrossing roads in an un-
broken strand. There was
only one cinema hall showing
local and Hindi films, a sta-
dium and an indoor games
hall which forms part of the
centre for Social Education.

The commodities available
in uhnga were mostly from
India, Sri Lanka and South
East Asia. All items needed
for a modern living were
available, Tourists flocked the
island mostly on their way to
resort islands or while going
back home by air.

Male also has a good
banking and travel agency
network. Both forel anks
as well as the local Bank of
Maldives operate. Bank of
Maldives, by the way, started
its operation in collabor
with a Bangladesh b :
T‘lhnug\‘;'l Islam nrlld]m:_;t::ll
the gui rinciple -
divian n:'c?try many liberal
attributes are also visible,
Women are found to be equal
in number both on the
streets as well as in offices

-. S

___________

aru- where wory ornaments are on display

much much below both sides
of the road over the _
there was a thick sheet of
st through which we could
.ia.dly see the bainboo-made
huts and farmers returning
home from work. And in the
eastern sky, there was the
mauve orchid-like moon —
felt so near to be touched, yet
so far. :

and businesses. Free mixing
is allowed and women wear-
ing modern dresses as well
as traditional varieties can be
seen. Men and women prefer
to marry within their com-
munity. The whole society
seems to be an eas fun-
loving lot. This may have
been reflected by the divorce
rate, which is highest in the
world, even more than the
USA. Previously Bob*gamy was
quite common. but now it is
an exception rather than the
rule. When there are two
wives, they are Kkept sepa-
rately. The parents are re-
sponsible for the children
only until they grow up. After
that they go their separate
ways. ere is no word in
Dhivehi for hello or goodbye.
The people take deaths of
near ones very lightly. They
do not mourn openly. Mock-
ery is made of people who
cry in the open. Apparent
insignificance in the face of a
huge ocean as well as an
easygoing island-life may be
responsible for these at-
tributes.

According to legend, an
Arab converted the Buddhist
King Theemuge Maha
Kaliminja to Islam. en Abu
Al-Barakat arrived in 1153
AD, he found a "colony of ign-
orant idolators”. By exorci- .
sing the demon Ranna-
mari, who came from the sea
on Male island every full
moon to rape and kill a local
virgin offered as a sacrifice,
Al-Barakat won the gratitude
and admiration of all. He did
this dressing as a girl and
:j)en ing all night reading

oud the Quran. It was all too
much for the sea monster,
who departed forever. The
Maldivian ruler was so
impressed that he converted
to Islam and &eraunded his
subjects to do the same.
e famous Arab traveller
Ibne Batuta also came to Mal-
dives in 1344 during the
reign of Sultana Khadeeja
Rehendhi. His writings pro-
vide the earliest descriptive
account of Maldives and its
inhabitants. He commented
that the islands were the
most agreeable he had seen
and "one of the weonders of
the world", quite a statement
from a man who had visited
ninety-two countries. Batuta
stayed on Male for about ten
mm;guh but “I:hi!n that short
peri e took four tempo-
rary wives, and was madgo a
Gazi or chief enforcer of Is-
lamic law by the Sultana. He
left a detailed record about
the country, its government,
customs and religion — paint-
ing a favourable picture.

. The writer s an Editor at
the De t of Films and
Publications.



