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HEN it comes to
toys, French parents
rarely look at the

price tag since their annual
budget per child amounted to
FF 1,830 in 1993 compared
with only FF 1,050 for
Spanish parents and FF
1,370 for British parents.
Con that the child
population in France (i.e..
children aged between zero
and fourteen) accounts for
more than eleven million, the
market is a very large one
indeed and. consequently,
extremely competitive.

By focusing simultaneously
on safety, innovation and
quality, the French toy indus-
try has clearly aimed at the
upper range, in an environ-
ment characterised by a very
forceful international offen-
sive. This decision is all the
more judicious since it is vir-
tually a matter of survival for
an industry with a strong re-
gional base (the Franche-
Comte and Rhone-Alpes re-

gions represent more than

55% of national production).

The overwhelmingly tradi-
tional sector of French toys,
made up essentially of small-
scale, not to say family-run
production sites, is slowly
emerging from several years
of restructuring and integra-
tion. From some 180 in1989,
the number of manufacturers
surveyed had dropped to 150
five years later, of which
nearly 10% reported annual
turnovers in excess of FF 100
million. The number of per-
sons employed in the indus-
try has followed a similar
trend: from 11,000 in 1989,
the number of direct jobs
generated by the industry has
shrunk to 9,000.

Europe's Second Largest
Market

Seen from abroad, .the
French’' market is undoubt-
edly one of the most attrac-
tive since it ranks second in

Europe behind Germany.

Tank-burner Z
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fmThe French Toy Industry

Faced with very tough competition from abroad, especially from Asian countries,
French toy industrialists have closed ranks and decided to tombat counterfeiting while

largeting export markets. As

The safety of toys is tested

Enough to justify the offen-
sive staged by foreign manu-
facturers whose sales, last
year, totalled almost FF 8 bl
And vet, this is not a recent
trend. Over a period of
twenty years, imports have
steadily progressed, resulting
in a similarly regular deterio-
ration in the coverage rate
(ratio of exports over im-
ports). From 57% in 1973, it
fell to 39% in 1983 and then
to 27% in 1993. In other

Fons Tuinstar writes from Shanghai

IMES are changing in

China as a new gener-

ation, now in their 30s
and raised after earlier
political upheavals, prepare
to move into positions of
influence. And many are no
longer afraid to express their
opinions.

Film-maker Zhang Zhang
is one of them. We met while
queueing for steamed buns.

"One of these days we
must have a beer," he said
after we collected our food.
This is not how Chinese usu-
ally invite somebody to their

Zhang, 34 ed a ye

ang, 34, returned a year
ago from Australia, where he
went with little money and
no knowledge of English,
after the Beijing massacre in
1989.

"After the mass murders
of 1989, | was devasiated,”
Eﬂ rr.cfl?lls. "Whey did atﬁs

appen?' every was -
ing themselves. y did we
have to kill our own people?”

In 1989, was in his
second year at the Beijing
Film Academy. Like many
students, he became involved
in the student-led pro-
democracy hunger strike in
Beiyng'u anamen Square.

I was very angry - that
night in June when the army
attacked,” says Zhang. "I lost
all confidence in our gov-
ernment, Our demands in
1989 were very basic. Never-

theless, the government
seemed to be prepared to let
thousands of r strikers

die. That night, [ burned a
tank in the square. It was not
easy - the tank drove very
fast. Later, when | saw a]l the
soldiers in the streets of Bei-
jin%l lost all hope.”

owever, with hindsight,
he is milder about the gov-

;:-rnm:nt's d?icisi;n ;lu use
orce to end the hunger
strike. _

"To a certain degree, |
now understand why they
used violence at the time,” he
says. "I don't think the ogv-
ernment had so many er
options. Den
chairman of the military
commission, said, 'We are not
g}c:lng to talk about this for
the coming three years.’ |
think that was very sensible.”

On arrival in Australia,

Zhang saw le
and t'i‘rnke dgeo p “1 [;muwﬁ:
how can anybody have

after what has happened in

Beijing? It wasn't fair."”

Six years later, Zh re-
turned to his home town,
Shafghai_ wlt_:i?re he now
works as a film producer
with his friend, dir;tur Lou
I:ﬂ!;l: tﬂﬂelms‘t'ha“ titles such

: oung and Week-
endrhlmmrs. - ;

The two men bel to
the generation who gli':wg up
-after the 1966-76 period of
leftist turmoil known as the
Cuth;rual Revolution.

king back, Zh
"The government ﬂg:g
down religion and told the
Chinese to be communists.
Then, after.the Cultural Revo-
lution, mplc asked them-
selves, y did we believe

the bullshit?" The people .

cnruldn%_h believe an
more. €y were very con-
fused.” e
This confusion will be re-
flected in a novel he lnLEh.n-
ning to write and the theme
of a new film which I have
called The China Age - the
years from 1979 to 1989."
l .;Ie pnrnlaeaxireured senior
eader Den aoping, who
introduced %cununl:ic
isation and foreign trade po-

NDIA marked the 48th

anniversary of its free-

dom from British colo-
nial rule last month. But
Indians are once more being
asked to fight for their
independence, this time
from neo-colonial transnati-
onals (TNCs).

An alliance of Hindu radi-
cal parties and groups
espousing economic national-
ism are for a halt to
the proliferation in India of
the icons of Western-style
consumerism: Kentucky fried
Chicken, MacDonalds, Coca
Cola, Pepsi and Kelloggs Corn
Flakes.

Economic nationalism is

not new to this vast nation of

900 million people: a social-

ist government in 1877

kicked out Coca Cola for re-

" fusing to
drink's secret potion.

Today Coke is back

to catch up with its. rival-

Pepsi. And other TNCs are
at the gates, drawn

by India's fabled consumer

divulge the soft

before, their production is based on a dual objective:
quality and innovation.

Taken from a famous comic strip of the Fifties, Babar, king
of the loys
words, the market has virtu-

ally been turned around in
the space of twenty years.

Pause in Electronic
Games

To secure a position
worldwide, France's toy in-
dustry must take account of
two factors: the techno

countries and other countries
of the Third World. At the
same time, it has to combat
those who have recourse “to
imitations with blatant tm-
punity”, as deplored by the
Federation. Experts have
noted that "while there is lit-
tle brand counterfeiting in
our sector, by contrast, de-
trend. in particular for elec- sign and model counterfeit-
tronic toys, and the impact ing has soared over the lasf
on toy-making of low labour few years”. This consists of
costs in a number of Asian moulding the leading prod-

hang Look

. leés, for "opening

beral-

s Back without An

The years of upheaval

- -

© 1949: Communists

=3

: ’ ‘Let 8 hundred flowers
®1057 Ehmh al -

1958: Great
* Fm-h‘

for rural
collectvisabon
and utan
maustriaksabon

© 1966-76: Estimated 10m killed
in Cultural Revolution

©1950-55: Land reform, nationalisation,
health and education

exiensve

programmes

let a hundred schools
crackdown agamnst

©1959-61: Famine kills
20m

@ 1960: Spiit with Soviet Union

© 1962: Mao
mﬂﬂﬁu

e PR e

‘:i:ﬂ Tnﬂy E’cnstu'n influences. I
thin e was a very
hrn;c mﬂ.l{';l to ::Inuc:|1g that."

or ordinary people, espe-
cially the old, the o pcn-f
China to the outside world
after decades of isolation
meant more confusion.
- "The young people wanted
to start something new. But

the door'

the whole society - the au-
thorities, our families - were
trying to stop us," he recalls.
In the days, even danc-
ing to music was banned
as intimate.

Zhang fights tears when
he talks about his struggles:
ture, I other parth of th

ure. In other e
world you can start an educa-

Indians are being exhorted to fight for independence once more.

Kunda Dixit

millions second only to
China.

Coke-slayer George
Fernandes who was indus-
tries minister in 1977, is to-
day a leader of the Samta
(Equality) Party and is once
more waging war against
multinationals peddling aer-
ated drinks and other junk
food.

As India's communists

copy their Chinese comrades
and embrace Market-
Leninism, disillusioned left-
ists have gone to the opposite
extreme and found common
cause with xenophobic aec-
tivists like the Swadeshi
Jagran Manch (Front for
National Awakening) to op-
pose transnational penetra-

Inter Press Service re

tion.
The front has been staging
anti-TNC rallies all over
India, burning Coke effigies.
It is allied to the Hindu-based
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)-
Shiv Sena combine that won
elections earlier this year in
India's industrial heartland,
the Western coastal state of
Maharashtra. of which
Bombay is the capital.

_As soon as it came to
power, the main ition
party BJP, changed Bombay's
official name to its vernacular
-original : Mumbai. And then it
set about keeping its poll
promise : to kick out the US
energy giant Enron, which
had a US82.8 billion contract
to build a huge power station

south of here.

The Enron cancellation
was politically motivated, but
it was another victory for
India's grassroots activists
who have in the past few

glant Cargill
to establish a toe-hold in
India.

But in Bombay's business
circles, there is gloom and
cynicism. an executive of
a US-based

are going to be more cau-
tious, this current anti-out-
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opened an affiliate here : "We

ucts of French makes or
making Intelligent copies
which, while retaining the
toy’'s functions, contain shape

and/er colour changes: all
these signs are then in-
tended to fool the consumer.
French toys are coming
onto the world market at a
time when the market for
electronic toys seems to be
taking time out. Dolls, con-
struction sets, board games
and even garages are becom-
ing more and more popular
among young consumers,
which is a godsend for
French manufacturers. whose
range of products actually
caters for all age categories:
with toddlers, with a

series of toys (costs, walkers,
swivel chairs,

educational
The Nathan toy
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Freedom from Junk Food ..z

A Siemens multi-cycle
plant in BJP-ruled Gujarat

T

Retracing Steps

by Fayza Haq

AMANNA Hasina Jamil is used to cat-
walks, stages and camera, ts. Fri-
ends introduced her to adeshi

TV ads about which she feels, e is
some thing new in Bangladeshi TV ads: the
camera work is better and the direction has
im " Tamanna has played the part of
"Jhorma" the main character in the package
natok "Ridoe Dorpone Kalo C and is
now working with "Boi Porichiti.” She will be
performing shortly in "Bhinno Shurjo Uttuk.”

Tamanna went to Sweden when she was
eleven. She was attached to the Bangla cul-
tural associations and was involved in sing-
ing and dancing. Weary of being in Sweden
for years she now wants to settle back in

Bangladesh. Her only complaint of the acting
and modelling life in [}haﬁa are the

rumours and scandals sometimes attacm >

them.

She was studying as a dental assistant in
Stockholm and hopes to go back and com-

lete it. "Life there is totally different from

t in Bangladesh. The people there keep to
themselves and one feels the lack of warmth
one-al | has friends there. | prefer to
be in Bangladesh and to settle down here.
My husband, who is a medical student, and |
will finish our education and return to
Dhaka. | am getting offers of ads. III;SII{I S0
that | am contended to be here. | could have
stayed back and gone into performing arts in
the Swedish language but | prefer to be
here,” Tamanna says about herself.

"There are high rates of divorces and
cases of living together in Stockholm. The
younger generation suffers from this. Parents
there are sellish. as far as | can see. Each
one is for himself there. Maybe if | were born
there | could get used to it. As | grew up the

breaking of relations in Sweden a red
negative to me. However. the there
are undoubtedly developed, eir life,

otherwise, Is planned and organised. m
take great pride in their Ianguamn

identity as Swedes. Now that has
joined the European Community it has de-
veloped more. Due to the taxes there is so-

cial security. The weekends there are won
derful — the place wakes up and is full of life.

The summers are fascinating with
concerts that

artists, the water festival an

go all t. The place is full of tourists. The
cinema is pac with American shows and
is replete with life. The Swedes themselves
often leave their count for holiday.
"Tamanna says about life in Stockholm.

"I believe that it is a pity when

have to abandon their homes and out
of necessity in European countries. | feel
that if | want to stay in acting I can't do it by

“ | my friends who were Italian, Tutkish

e e

Tamanna

occasional visits as it becomes too t:xpc:n-fj:
sive.” She explains about her decision to re~

turm. %
"My husband Yousuf Jamil is under-
standing and puts no re at on my

returning to Sweden. He realises that | want

to build u ncmmﬂanﬂaduh."ﬂ:
Tﬂklnglhuulherm fe in Dhaka, T

manna says, | don't find :hopfi
easy. There is bargaining even in
shops as | have to get my shopping done by
someone else. | find the crowds of
unnerving. The people in offices,
banks and post-offices are not alwa
helpful..1 feel the general peopile
education. However, with more
' used to life here, | am sure,
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and of Iranian origin. . | miss my

family too."
" Tamanna loves the . cucumber,
mangoes, ﬁhh’uitl and lichies of
3 is fascinated by the .
rides and the many saris.

- Truth is Stranger Than Fiction!

1 "IH“MUL Tl

OSTofus have had  dreds of worth of her better judgement, al-

the kind of nightma- merchandise had been de- lowed Saida to take the

res from which stroyed. | driver's seat, all the wiile
we've woken up in a cold It seemed like an age be- keeping a vigilant eye out for
sweat. and there seems to be fore one of the shop staff any members of the police
a general consensus that the sauntered over to where we force,
best thing about such night- were sanding, and | think it To her terror, she soon
mares is usually waking up was in fact around five min- found that they were ap-
and finding out that it was all utes before she even noticed. proaching a knot of around.
a bad dream. However, when [t was long enough for Sab- seven or eight policemen,
you find yourself breaking out we make clearly investigati some '

in a sweat, and don't wake up
thereafter, you know you're
in trouble!

For me, such an incident
occurred when [ took a visit-

ing US-based friend shopping .

while I was studying in Lon-
don. She had wanted to go to
the Trocadero, which is basi-
cally a big shopping centre-
cum-amusement arcade at
Piccadilly Circus in the cen-
tre of London. At one point,
we were exploring a quaint
(and extremely expensivel]
little souvenir shop, when 1
saw Sabrina reach out to pick

up a small glass animal froma -

shelf on which were dis-
played around eighty to a
hundred such items (each
with the rather exorbitant
pricetag of between five to
ten pounds). -

To my indescribable hor-
ror, just as she had picked up
the little creature, the entire
shelf went crashing down,
smashing all the animals
displayed there! It was like
watching it go down in slow
motion; out of a
nightmare, except that no-
one was waking me up. The
two of us were rooted to the
absolutel trified,

bling incoherently, and I,
knowing that | couldn't leave
her to face the consequences
alone, was already beginning
to calculate how many hun-

“Never mind, I'll get

was operating, [ just
didn't think we'd make it. As

wasn't her fault. There's
something wrong with this
shelf! It just came crashing
down when she picked up
that little animal® (which
was, in fact, the truth!). To
our amazement, the shop

manager actually dealt with

ing, "Yes, there must be
something wrong with it.
someone
to take a look at it." This just
confirmed our long-held sus-
picion that those animals
were seriously overpriced,
but of course we didn't linger
about to argue with her, just

' raced out of the Trocadero,-

told me about the time an-
other friend, Saida, came to
visit her in Hong Kong., and
the two of them went out for
a drive. Saida did not have a

licence for Hong
Kong, where laws relating to
motoring offences are fairly
severe, but she persuaded to
let Tina let her have a go at
driving, saying that they
would swap seats if the cops
came along. So Tina, against

The ultimate example d‘

in
occurred at a recent dinner.
party | attended. A late guest
came and sat down at our
end of the table for dinner,
but before he could say any-
thing, he spied the gentle-.
man next to him, who was
(by then) also giving him'
strange looks. To the amaze-
ment of the rest of us, they.
simultaneously said, "Aren't.
you the guy whose car ran:
into me/whose car | ran into
last year?™11! It turned out that
that was indeed the case, but:
luckily for our host, they had:
apparently settled the matter
in an amicable and gentle-.
manly fashion when the event
actually occurred. and were'
therefore able to proceed

_the kind of situation
don't want to find

with dinner with mutual
compliments rather than bit-
ter recriminations. | '
things like that only hap-
pened in fiction (or night-




