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Assault on Chechens over

82 Russian hostages
freed, 18 missing

MOSCOW, Jan 18: The
Russian assault against Che-
chen rebels in the village ol
Pervomaiskava ended today
and a total of 82 hostages
were freed and |8 were
missing, FPresident Boris
Yeltsin said today, report
agencies.

In the Chechen capital of
iroeny, a Chechen separatist

kesman meanwhile said

al Chechen guerillas had

Anwar Hossain
Manju granted
anticipatory bail

By SC Correspondent

The High Court yesterday
ill*ﬂnltd anticipatory bail to
war Hossain Manju. who
was energy minister under
lormer president H M Er-
shad. in an anti-corruption
case related to leasing oul
Haripur Oil field to Scimiler
ation Lid. S A.

A division bench of the HC
comprising Justice Moham-
mad Mozammel Huq and
Justice Mahfuzur Rahman

ted him bail ona bond of
two lakh with the satisfac-
tion of the Deputy Commis-
sioner, Dhaka.

The Anti-corruption Bu-
reau on January 16 lodged an
FIR with Tejgaon thana
against Ershad. now in jail,
and Anwar Hossain, under
Section 109 of the Penal
Code read with Section 5(2)
of the Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act. 1947,

Phone exchanges
in MP hostels

closed
Three 500-line telephone
exchanges in the MP Hostels

were closed yesterday tem-
ly to avoid their misuse
some MPs of the dissolved
Parliament. reporis UNB.
Official sources said a
number of former MPs —
both from the ruling party
and the opposition parties —
were still sla}rh al the three
MP Hostels and making nu-
merous phone calls everyday.
Parliament Secretariat
sources also said that many
. outsiders had been staying in
different rooms alloted to
MPs as per the instruction of
the ex-MPs.

fled from Pervomaiskaya with
the dozens of hostages they
arr: holding_and have been

|;|Ia{‘td by other Chechen

ters
A Russian military source,
quoted by Interfax news

agency. said it could not be
ruled out that a small group
of Chechen separatists man-

aged to break through Rus-
sian lines.

Some (wo dozen heavily
armed Chechen guerillas
killed at least three police-
men at a vil near the site
of a battle tween other
rebels and Russian troops, an

tness said today.

Zakha, a resident of the
village ol Sovietskoye, some
three km from besieged Per-
vomaiskoye said the rebels
entered his settlement from
the south and clashed with
Russian troops during the
night. They later fled.

Zakha, whu fled hi lllﬁe
early in the morni d
reporters at a Russian mili-
tary checkpoint some seven
km away from Pervomaiskoye
that one local woman was
also wounded in an exchange
of fire.

The rebels, who said they
would not harm local Dages-
tanis. told him they had
come from the village of En-

el-yurt, on the Chechen
order some 12 km to the
south.

JP rally
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JP leader called for allowin
election under a neutra
caretaker government and
said requisite constitution
amendments would be made
by next parliament unitedly.

"Don’t play with fire ...

eople will not allow you to
old one-party election,”
Mizan said of the Prime Min-
ister.

He alleged the govern-
ment resorted to conspiracy
and tried to split parties and
tempt some of them to take
part in the election, but fi-
nall failed, he said rcl'f:rrinﬁ

%\r:rnmenls reported bi

ring Ershad in election
thmugh some JP leaders.

Diplomats also tried to
convince the ruling BNP tlo
hold an acceptable election,
Mizan said and observed that
the BNP was not accepting
the opposition demand fear-
ing its debacle in a free and

fair election under a neutral
caretaker government.

If there is a will
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other in Pakistan in 1977
[Nusrat Bhutto case)— which
were 1ot similar cases but in
" which the court condoned
violation of constitution in
order to safeguard it.

"If they (the political
leaders) had wanted a solu-
lion. there were always
enough room — but they did
not or could not devise a so-
lution,” Barrister Rafiqul Haq

pointed out.
Barrister Amirul lslam
told Thé& Daily Star "Actually,

if there is any political reso-
Jlution. then the lawyers can

find oul ways. There will be
constitutional engineering
only after the leaders reach
an understanding.”

He added that the Presi-
dent could do many things to
resolve the political crisis or
bring about a consensus, but
he had remained inactive.
"Still, he can play an impor-
lant role.” Amirul Islam

noted. _ )
Defamation suit

Charges against 4
newsmen framed

The Chief Metropolitan
Magistrate (CMM) court yes-
terday framed charges
against four senior newsmen
in a defamation suit filed by
Labour and Manpower Minis-
ter Mir Shawkat All reports
UNB.

The accused are Golam
Sarwar, News Editor of Daily
Htefaq, Fazlur Rahman Mag
roof, Managing Editor of
Banglar Bani, Motiur Rahman
Chowdhury, Editor of Bangla
Bazar Patrika, and Mustalizur
Rahman, Editor of Dainik

ﬁlr' Shawkat filed the

defamation suil against the
dailles on September 19,
stating that the newspapers
in their September 12 issues
published a defamatory
statement against him.

Zia's birthday
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mazar of the late leader at 9
am, discussion at Shilpakala
Academy auditorium at 4
pm, documentary film show
and cultural functions.
President of Bangladesh
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal Fa-

zlul Hug Milan and general
secretary Nazimuddin Alam,
in a joint statement, yester-
day urged the members of
their organisation to observe
the day at district, thana,
undon and ward level.
The programmes of the
Jatiyatabadi Shecha Sebak Dal
ude rally at the mazar of
Zlaur Rahman at 8:30 am
l;ylng of wreaths and offering
fateha at 9 am.

Dr Mizanur Rahman, As-
sociate Professor of the Law
Department of Dhaka Uni-
versity, similarly emphasised
the need for an agreement
among the political parties
first and devising a way out
later.

“Constitutionally. all
chances (of the Opposition's
participation in tE‘; elec-
tions) have reached a dead
end. But as the situation is
extraordinary, there can be a
solution if the President ex-
ercises his powers following
the resignation ol the Prime
Minister, he said.

"We can, in -the light of
the principle of necessity,
exercise the spirit of the
Constitution. Article 7 en-
sures the power of people
above every thing while Arti-
cle 11 ensures that the
ples’ will must be
through an f:lectcrx uw:m~
ment. As long as actu
lies with the people, people
can violate the Constitution
by upholding its spirit and
thus ensure a peaceful elec-
tion.” Dr Rahman noted.

He cited Article 9 of the
German Constitution which,
he said, which allows.the
people to oust a democrati-

-cally elected government if

its rule did not reflect popu-
lar will. It shows that consti-
tution is meant for the
greater interest of the peo-
ple. he pointed out.

Attorney General M Nurul-
lah, however, sai
"constitutionally there is no
way that can ensure partici-
pation of the opposition par-
ties in the ensuing elections.”

Lawyers
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Supreme Court Bar Associa-
tion Building against the
‘blue-printed' ‘farcical’ and
‘one-party’ elections.

vocate Chowdhury, who
is also the Vice-Chairman of
the Bangladesh Bar Council,
called upon the people to
resist the 'unilateral’ elec-
tions and join the on-going
democratic movement for
the Jatiya Sangsad elections
under a non-partisan, neutral
caretaker government.

He also urged the people,
who have already submitted
nomination papers, to with-
draw those and join with the
common people.

The protest gathering was
also addressed by Barrister
Shawkat Ali Khan, Advocate
Sudhangshu Shekhar Halder,
Barrister Safiq Ahmed, Bar-
rister K S Hahi Advocate A F
M Meshbahuddin, Abdul
Matin Khasru, Mozammel
Hossain and Nurul Islam Su-
jan.
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Awami League President Bhelkh Hulnn lddrvemng a rail:f at the Panlhapath in the t:lt.}f

yesterday before proceeding to gherao the Election Commission Secretariat.

'Polls without |

Opposition to
deepen crisis'

Senior Nayeb-e-Ameer of

' the Jamaat-#islami Abbas All

Khan said yesterday that
holding the ral s
without the participation of
the opposition es would
deepen the crisis further,
reports BSS.

Addressing a rally at the
Maghbazar crossing, the Ja-
maat leader said the crisis
could ‘be resolved only by
holding the polls under a
carelaker government.

Secretary General of Ja-
maat-i-lslami Maulana Matiur
Rahman Nizami said i elec-
tions were held with some
addressless political pa.ru—.
it would lower the image of
the Election Commission and
the country in the outside
world.

He said the Prime Minis-
ter should resign immedi-
ately in the interest of hold-
in% meaningful elections as

| as to ensure participa-
tion ol all political parties.
There was no alternative to
this for the resolution of the
crisis. he said.

Organised by the Dhaka
City branch of the Jamaat-i-
Islami, the rally was presided
over by the eer of City
Jamaat-i-Islami A T M
Azharul Islam and also ad-
dressed by Jamaat leaders Al
Ahsan Mohammad Mujahid,
Abdul Kader Mollah and Prof
Mojibur Rahman.

— Star photo

Non-cooperation
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Prime minister
of democracy and the
nstitution but herself vio-
lates those resorting to
vote rigging and politicising
the administration.,” the AL
chief
Gherao of the EC Secre-
tariat was part of a country-
wide position programme
yesterday., the date for
scrutiny of the nomination
;perll filed for the February
s
the AL procession
reached Farmgate un its way

to Sher-e-Ba k.lw
lice intercepted it, lpﬂn
and hurled

coloured water -

tear gas shells to disperse on.
S to the last-ditch

negotiation efforts, the

former leader of the Opposi-

tion in the Fifth Parliament

The

ttihl'.f uad“
"I
O Carparatey ik
them but, Zia even
their ‘m
Without elaborating

Sheikh Hasina said. "We gave
a lot of concessions with the

good intention ol reaching a
settiement but they (BNP)
did not listen to the words of

She also drew a compari-
son between deposed presi-
dent Ershad and Prime Min-
ister Khaleda Zia say-
ing "Ershad relinquished

in the face of people's
m.dmmmnm

Referring to the Prime
Ministers' earlier promise to
resign one month before the

eneral elections, Sheikh
asina came down heavily on
her. for not keeping her
word.

The AL chiefl also urged
the Election Commission to
refrain from holding a one-
party election at the cost of

public money and warned
that it would be responsible
for any consequence thereof.
ﬁwami Lﬂgut leaders Ab-
dus Samad Azad., Amir Hus-
sain Amu. Abdur Razzak, To-
fael Ahmed, Motia Chowd-
hury, it Sen Gupta. Nu-
rul Islam Nahid, Mozaffar
Hossain Paltu and some lead-
ers of the AL's front organiza-
tlnrnl also addressed the pre-
ghcmo ral
I..I-I.ll'l Amu, who
pln ed nn active role in the
tiations between the AL
th: BNP to solve the lin-
political impasse told
that when diplomats
ﬁlx estern couniries were
in a meeting with the Primme

Minister al 935 pm on
Tuesday lasl. BNP secretary
Abdus Salam

]%t'ucral
alukder had told newsman
that the door for negotiations
has closed.

He alleged that
Minister Abdul Matin
Chowdhury was by
the ruling BNP to lure some
letterhead parties to partici-

te in the elections in ex-

ange ol a cash deals.”

Home

A rally nf the Jﬂtl}"ﬂ Pm't'._',r ﬂt the Panthapnth-ﬂlrpur Ruad EI‘IJEEIHE’ (Tup} and ‘!
| procession of the Jamaat-e-Islami on t.he Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue in the city yesterday

afternoon.

— Star photo

|
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From Page 1
times better than where we -
have now landed ourselves
into. :

Whatever may have been
their respective positions at
first, when the two sides fi-
nally parted ways, the differ-
ences were reduced to a
minimum. It got stuck in
whether or not the so-called
'chief ' of the so-called Advi-
sory Council should or uhnuld
not have executive
a five plus five co guratlnn
and when a consensus was
needed for a decision, what
earth shaking measure the

President could or could not

take, which made the two
sides risk everything . and
throw the elections to the
wolves.

It is doubtful whether Be-
gum Zia really weighed the
pros and cons of her decision
to go for a nne lus-fringe
{)arty elections. she goes
hrough with it, au she seems
determined to, then she will
have thrown to the winds the

‘most important element of
her unquestioned prestige -
the fact that she was elected

in a universally ted
elections. After 21st. Febru-
ary '96 she will , at best, ap-

pear as the winner of a con-

troversial election. A laurel
far removed from the one she
enjoyed for the last five years.
he ruling party always
worked on the assum tinn
that the opposition di
really want to artlr:ipate in

the elections. Thus every new

| demand of the opposition

| Wolves are smiling

was one more prool of its
foregone conclusion that AL,
JP and Jamaat would ulti-
mately not come to the polls.
The genuine uuuptcimf tﬂ:
opposition parties about the
fairness of the polls, and all
its preparatory procedures
did not make any im on
on the minds of the BNP
stalwarts.

Similarly the opposition
parties had come to their
own conclusion that BNP

-would never hold a free and

fair election because it is too
corrupt to t it.

However illogical or con-

trary to proof these views

have been, leaders on

both sides operated as |if

their suspicions have been

proven nd all doubt. It is
our view t at the +md
the t party

governmen
very seriously to have a rap~
prochement. But by then it
was too late, and the si-
tion parties had concluded
that they could come to the
polls only if it were held
sometimes in March or ‘
Thus in addition to the issue

Opposition
From Page 1

programmes might include a
fencral strike on the day of
he February 15 parliamen-
tary elections.
Beﬂdeu a series of
strikes across the coun

could also be lled, t
b ca hey

of what type of government
was to oversee the elections,
a second demand of post-

nement of elections be-
yond the Constitutional limit,
made an understanding be-
tween the two sides all but
impossible.

We deserved to have been
celebrating today; celebrating
the fact that proving all the
skeptics wrong, we were
about to hold our second
election under a democratic
system. We would have been
celebrating the strengthen-
ing of our democratic institu-
tions. Most importantly we
would have been celebrating
the fact of making and un-

once n, our own
government. rough elec-
tions we. the people, would
have been a ourselves
our Isadery paying homage to | 24401
our le paying to
the 'people’ as the source of
all dcnmrntic

Instead of celebrating we
are “Lh ¢ :rl"i? tt:;: Idaur:
as to a -
morrow and the day nﬂ We
are afraid that the coming
elections, instead of being an
exercise of 'people power' ,
may become an exercise of
d:mnnltrnting

power",

After having sacrificed iﬂ
many lives i:rr Hheuuu}g
country, after having fought
SO many battles to dcl'enl au-

‘mastan

tocracy, lnd after having
wor hard to brln‘
some umh ance of re-

bility to us as a nation
» DESEz'UED BETTER.

"Ambassador’'s

Both the Prime Minister's
Office and the US Embassy in
Dhaka Eﬂllﬂda}r denied that
US Ambassador Merrill had
sent any letter to Primme Min-
ister Begum Khaleda Zia on
the coming election, reports
UNB.

In a statement, Moham-
mad Mozammel Haq. the
Prime Minister s Press Sec-
retary, described a news item
published in a section of the
press yesterday about the
letter as
"basecless and motivated”.

He said no such letter was
either written by the US Am-
bassador or sent to the Prime
Minister through BNP Secre-

General Barrister Abdus
m Talukder.

The Press Secretary said
the story was aimed at creat-
ing confusion among the

e.

‘B'lc US Embassy in Dhaka
in a special release [\;entcrday
also md that Ambassador
Merrill had sent no corre-
lpondtnn: to the Prime Min-
ister "on the subject of the
upcoming national elections. ™

"The reports in yester-
day's newspapers to that ef-
fect are erroneous.”

Dacoity at
ACME office

By Staff Correspondent

was committed
at Ihl: head office of the
ACME Laboratories Lid, a
pharmaceutical company. in
the city Wednesday night.

A gang of decoits broke
the iron vaults in three
rooms on the ground and
first floors of the head office
buillding located at 55 Saat
Hﬂljld road and escaped
with about Tk two lakh, said
ACME officials.

A case has been flled with
Mohammadpur thana. How-
ever. none was arrested in
this connection till Jast

night, police said.

Faruque Thakur's

bail cancelled

The Chief Hl:lropoltun
M irate (CMM) court
Fr e e hel o
ue r, -
pal accused of the business-
man Shamsul Alam murder
case, and issued warrant of
arrest against him. reports
UNB.
CMM Shahiuddin Ahmed
ﬁimm:gc“ul:h e
property.
The murt nrdan camé as

M court un i

date
his E:-:?“" bail
plnu:lm
Bafl-bond sureties had
been asked to produce the
main accused ol the sensa-
tional murder case of Gulshan
thana before the court yes-

The lawyer of Faru ul:
“"""f'm?:". ourt
t n cou -
pﬁ stating that Thni“ ur
fv)aen hospitalised with
henrt ailment. The counsel
submitted a medical certifi-
cate to prove his client's ill-
ness.

Earlier, prosecution had
filed petition in the court
PI:: for cancellation of
t

Contested polls
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mula that we are a
here for a settlement be-
tween the t and
Opposition, but we remain
hopeful that the political
lr.:&de::l of the country
together work out a resolu-
tion that moves democracy
[orward, that enhances the
democratic
our interest,” said.

When asked whether the
State t was frus-
trated as there was nothing
ha despite the hectic
cfiorts by Ambassador Mer-
rill, the spokesman said the
United States would continue
efforts for promoting the
democratic process in Ban-

"We are determined — and
here Ambassador Merrill has
done a fine job — to push our
view, which is that there
ought to be elections, the

«democratic process ought to

be enhanced, and there
ought to be cooperation be-

iween the ernment and
ton -

the Burns was
quo USIS

He : "And, you know,
because therc hasn't been
significant ess doesn't
mean we're to stop our
efforts: We'll continue to
assert that these are things
that should ha

Burns said Ambassador

Merrill had acted over the
past couple of months to try
to facilitate meetings be-

:Eﬂl the mmt and

r:iuted the Etrong ho H:;‘::l:
mmt and

mﬂm a Iur:.al -ulu-

In recent weeks, US Am-
bassador David N Hl:rrlll
brokered back-stage ricﬁ:
between top Iender- of

t and the
o peasehl i b
th:ugnnmngpolltkmldetd

lock.

On I‘uendlIJ the US Am-
bassador and diplomats of
&wy::}hﬂ between lnn last

ayed a a -
ditch eﬂ'g?t- for resolvi
country's nagging political
crisis. But the move appar-

ently failed to yleld any re-

: sults.

- today.

rocess. That's
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US spying network in Bosnia

WASHINGTON. Jan 18: The United States has mounted
a major elecirdnic and human spying network in Bosnia

with "unprecedented”
the military to su
US intelligence o

cooperalion between the CIA and
port NATO's peacekeeping effort, senior
cials said today. reports Reuter.

21 injured in Lahore
bomb explosion

LAHORE. Jan |8 A
ful bomb exploded in the
hostel of a local college here
injuring 21 students
and em ees,. four of them
seriously, the official Associ-
ated Press of Pakistan said.
reports AFP.

It said the bomb went off
in a dormitory of the city's
ancient Dyal Singh College at
around 9:30 pm. :

Other sources said the
blast set the college library
on fire. causing heavy losses.

Another report says:
Unidentified men attacked
the headquarters of a faction
of the Mohajir Qaumi Move-
ment (MQM). Karachi's main
political party. with rocket-
Evurclltd renades late

nesday but no-one was
hurt, party sources said
Thuradaf;y

Another [ive. people, in-
cluding a policeman, were
shot dead in various inci-
dents Wednesday taking the
death toll from violence in
Karachi this month to 71,
police and witnesses said.

Heavy shooting erupted
and lasted for over 20 min-
utes as members of the MOM
Haqigi faction defended their

83 nominations

From P'age |

Our Chillagong corre-
spondent reports; Out of 79
nomination papers submitted
for 15 constituencies in the
districts, only two were re-
{;rted Nomination paper of
NP candidate M A Jinnah
[(‘hlllagunF 1) was rejected
as he was lound to be a loan
defaulter and that of inde-
pendent candidate Md Hos
sain (Chittagong-11) was

found lnrumpr

Khaleda
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didates other than thiose se-
lected by the nomination
board, to withdraw their
candidature l;y January 23,
the last day for withdrawal.
Disciplinary action will be
ltaken against those violating
the instruction, another
source in the party sald.

In many constituencies,
BNP candidates, who failed to
set part nmrunatium filed
nomination papers. The party
had also asked other aspiring
candidates to file nomination
papers, as the ‘'second
choice.” By January 23, the
BNP nomination board would
finalise the list of candidates
in those seats.

BNP central leaders, con-
testing the polls, are plan-
ning to go to their respective
constitueneies to start cam-

from January 24.

eanwhile, the BNP top
notchers including those who
were engaged in negotiation
with the Opposition were
evaluating the latest political
situation at different levels.
Commenting on the issue,
the BNP joint al:crctarz' and
Food and Agriculture Mini
ter. who was one of the nc‘
gotiators of the party, told
some newsmen at his Bailey
Road official residence last
night, "We made our best ef-
forts to bring the Opposition
to the polls. We could easily
sink the minor differences
on the proposed advisory
council under the President
to oversee the polls if they at-
tended Tuesday's crucial
meeting, which was sched-
uled following a series of
backstage parleys.”

Saifur
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disgusting way of planning
politics.”

He stressed the need for
separation of powers
between law makers and
executives.

"Legislators should not be
involved in executive func-
tions.” said Saifur, "Ministers
can not become legislators.
Nobody na{:ﬁ why Ps are
also law makers.

He said a complete sepa-
ration of power like in USA
can bring transparency and
non-interference in gover-
nance.

lidity of charging high
premium on greenfield com-
panies saying "existing com-
panies can ask for premium
on their shares. but how can
a company without existence
can ask such staggering
premium?”

Saifur said rating compa-
nies must take intlo
consideration the political,
cultural and social scenario
of the country in which they
have to rate.

Jamal Uddin Ahmad.
Chairman of CRISL said
credit rating companies are a
must for smooth functioning
of the open market economy
as those build confidence

between lenders and
borrowers. Such companies
are also neede for

development of the capital
market. said Ahmad

Sultan-uz-Zaman Khan,
Chairman of the Securities
Exchange Commission
(SEC). said pﬂ?rr r'""::i
with strong ibility a
high ntandnrdu will heip
develop in capital markﬂ
and boost investment

He also questioned the va-

he:en:l«qu..'u_:u'tt-r-sr in Landhi, in
ihf- nt s eastern district

east seven RPG@were
f‘red at the headquarters but
none of them hit the main of-
fice. a Hagiqi spokesman
said. .

There was panic in the
area as the attackers then
opened fire with automatic
weapons and Hagigi guards
shot back. residents said. "We
defended ourselves." the
Hagigi spokesman said.

Blasts near
EC office

By Staftf Correspondent

Four bombs were ex-
ploded near the Election
Commission (EC) office in
the city at around 7:20 pm
last night.

The bombs were hurled
from a passing vehicle on the
western side of the EC office

erimeter in front of the
her-e-Bangla Boys' School,
eyewitnesses said. -

The security forces at the
heavily guarded EC main gate
at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar said
that they had heard the
blasts. but could not confirm
where they came from.

Roadside vendors near the
school said that a car was
seen driving off the scene
just after the blasts.

Fire at ship

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Jan 18: A
ship of Bangladesh Shipping
Corporation (BSC] caught fire
at its engine room early today
at the Chittagong Port, Port
and BSC sources said.

The fire could not cause
any ‘JDI' damage al lhe

crew of the ship,

Rabi e:tinguuhed lt be nre
spreading to the haich,
sources

Loaded with 300 export
containers, the ship is
row for Singapore, BSC off
row -
cials said.

anarﬁoﬂldlmlpdby

the fire, they claimed adding
that even its urt time
has not been
Gherao : 50 hurt
From Page |1
Police stopped the proces-
sion at F ;
AL chief Hasina, in
a statement, protested
‘police action on peaceful
party at

grﬂccutun of her

armgate and at the par’q,r of-

fice.

She claimed that over 50
leaders and workers of the
AL including senior party
leaders Tofael Ah and
Matia Chowdhury were in-
jured in the ‘police attack’
and demanded immediate
release of the arrested party
workers.

Police officials claimed
that 13 of their sonnel
were injured in clashes with
the Opposition activists.

UUNB adds: District units
of mainstream opposition
parti esterday eraoed
the l'(huly Division Election
Commission office.

Contingents of police and
BDR were ed at the divi-
sional offices at Sher-e-
Bangla Road and traffic
movement remained dis-
rupted durln‘g the nppooium
programime am to 1
pm.

Three separate proces-
sions of Awami League, Jatiya
Party and Jamaat-e-Islami pa-
raded the main roads of the
city -

Rama Rao
From Page 1

complained of chest pain at
4:30 am at his home in the
southern city of Hyderabad
and died efore doctors
could attend to him, the
Press Trust of India said.

NTR. as he was arly
known. is survived by his
wife, seven sons and four
daughters. One of his es-
tranged sons-in-law, Chan-
drababu Naidu, is chief minis-
ter of Rama Rao's southern
home state of Andhra
Pradesh.

Rama Rao. whao glayed the
lead role in 320 films, was
thrice chief minister of
Andhra Pradesh.

Writ by JP
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Barrister Maudud Ahmed,
lawyer for the petitioners,
submitted before the court
that as the deadline for fili
nomination papers r:pi
Wednesday. the petitions be-
came irrelevant.

Then he prayed to the
court (o return the petition
and the court granted the

['ng!"-
ut Maudud said that if
the olitical situation
changed. he would come
back with the petitions.
Earlier. on Tuesday. the
same division bench of the
HC compri Justice A M
Mohmudur Rahman and Jus-
tice K M Hasan. rejected the
writ petition of the Federa-
tion of Bangladesh Chambers
of Commerce and Industry
(FBCCI) which was similar to
these three petitions



