office.

+ when Khmer Rouge

“Trust of
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US First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton speaks on
Wednesday at the Chicago Theatre in Chicago to promote
her new book, "It Takes a Village: And Other Lessons

Children Teach Us". Clinton, embroiled in two White

House investigations, defended herself in a television
interview as former aide took the blame for a
controversial incident involving the White House travel

— AFP/UNB photo

Attempt on Saddam's son: on.

Iraqi President Saddam Hussein's sons survived an
assassination attempt Wednesday near Baghdad. the
Russian news agency ITAR-Tass said in a report monitored
by the BBC, AFP says from London.

The son is Qosay Hussein, chief of Iraq's security forces.
"Qosay had a narrow escape, whereas some of his body-
ﬁardn were killed as a grenade exploded in a palm grove

kilometres away from Baghdad.” ITAR-Tass said in a
report from its correspondent in Cairo. It gave no sources
for the report. Saddam ordered an investigation among the
entourage of his son, it added.

Khmers kill 13 Cambodians:

least 13 Cambodians were killed and 30 others injured
_ guerillas launched a series of attacks
on the border town of Poipet near the Thai-Cambodia
borders, officials said, Reuter reports from Aranyaprathet.
Thailand.

The Khmer Rouge guerillas launched four different at-
tacks on the western Cambodian trade town on Wednes-
day, beginning early in the morning, a Thai army officer
said. Two villagers were killed in the morning attack while
11 others. including nine civihans and two Cambodian sol-
diers, were killed in later attacks. he said.

UN unveills clock’: caie

'
for a global war ngags? want, the head of the UN
develo nt agency started a "poverty clock” Wednesday
that ticks each time someone joins the ranks of the poor.
AP reports from United Nations.

"One hundred and sixty years ago the world launched a
crusade against slavery,” said James Gustave Speth, head of
the United Nations Development Programme. “Today, we
must muster that will n to launch a similar crusade for
a world against poverty.” By the end of the year the clock,
part of the United Nations' International year for the Erad-
ication of Poverty, is expected to register 25 million peo
ple who make less then about dirs 1 a day. Seventy per
cent of them will be female,

23 killed in Andhra Pradesh mishalp:

Twenty-three labourers were killed in the southern Indian
state of Andhra Pradesh late Wednesday when the truck in
which ther were travelling crashed into a ditch, the Press
ndia (PTI) reported yesterday, AFP says from
New Delhi.
Ten others were seriously injured in the accident,
which occurred in Nalgonda district. it sald

mmon meets Ecuador's FM:

President Alberto Fujimori on Wednesday met
privately with Ecuadorian Foreign Minister Galo Leoro,
who is in Lima for talks aimed at resolving a simmering
border dispute between the two Andean nations, Reuter
reports from Lima.

Government sources would not say what was discussed
in the 20-minute meeting at the presidential palace but
said Fujimori told Leoro he should "feel at home" while in
Peru. Leoro and Peruvian Foreign Minister Francisco
Tudela were to begin discussions later under a peace
treaty that ended last year's Peru-Ecuador border conflict.

Barbara Jordan dies: 5. Jordan.

the first black from the south elected to the US Congress
since the civil war, died Wednesday in Texas at age 59.
sources close to her said, AFP reports from Washington.

Jordan. a Democrat, first gained fame during the tele-
vised Watergate hearings in the House of Representatives
that led to then-president Richard Nixon's 1974 resigna-
tion.

Rain breaks drought in Antarctica:
A short spell of near-freezing rain has broken a 24-year
drought at McMurdo Sound in Antarctica the site of major
United States and New Zealand scientific bases., AP reports

from Christchurch., New Zealand.

Turkey to play key role in

eaining Bosni v

'Tigers of Tamil

r

ANKARA K& Jan 18: Turkey
will sign a military agreement
with Bosnia and plans to play
a leading role in training and
equipping its army, a top

Turkish general said
Wednesday. reports AP,

Strong Turkish support
for Bosnia could be a con-
tentious issue among the
major players in the region.

e Russians in particular
have said that they want to
reduce the military capabili-
ltitcu Ecltf 1m;a!_ll hﬂfllﬂ in nia, in-

ea ding up those of
the Muslim-led gn?r:rnment
and its Croat allies.

But Turkish General Cevik
Bir. the deputy chief of staff,
said his Muslim nation
planned to sign the mili
agreement onday wit

Details still have to be
worked out. he said. but the
trliningnt;mﬂd take place ei-
ther in Turkey or Bosnia.

"We wanted to show our
readiness to help by signing
this agreement as quickly as

possible.” Bir told The Asso-
ciated Press in an interview
at the chief of staff headquar-
ters.

“"We can obtain a leading
role for this mission. We are a
NATO-member country., but
also a Muslim country.,” Bir
said.

Bir said the two sides
were waiting for the outcome
of armament talks in Vienna,
which are to determine the
scale of the armies of former
warring a sides in Bosnia.

U r the Balkan peace
accord signed last month.
there is a 90-day embargo.
ending in mid-March. on
military equipment being
supplied to the participants
in the Bosnian conflict. There
is a 180-day embargo on
heavy weapons reing
supplied

he general suggested
that Turkey might sell mili-
tary equipment to the
Bosnian army. possibly locally
made armored combat vehi
cles as long as it was permit
terd by the agreemnents

"'l'hc United States warned on

Wednesday that India would

face stiff economic sanctions
including loan cutoffs from in-
ternational financial institu-
tions if it conducts a nuclear

test, reports AFP.

A 1994 law known as the
Glenn Amendment requires

Washington to suspend eco-

nomic and military aid as well

as loans and export licenses
to any country — apart from

the five declared "nuclear
powers — that tests and nu-
clear weapon, State Depart-
ment spokesman Nicholas

It would also require the

United States to oppose loans

from the World Bank and

International

India to face stiff sanctions if
it conducts N-te

WASHINGTON. Jan 18}

institutions, which in the case

of India would amount 1o bil-

. lions of dollars a year.

Burns refused to confirm a
Los Angeles Times report that
the US ambassador in New
Delht, Frank Wisner, had
warned India that any nuclear
test would trigger the Glenn
sanctions.

The warning from Wisner
and other US officials report-

edly followed US intelligence

observations that suggested
India might be preparing to
conduct a nuclear test.

New Delhi has denied that
it is preparing to conduct a
second nuclear test.

The spokesman described-

in detail provisions contained

est, w

other “ multilateral lending . .

ongoing senior-level dialogue”

, with the governmerits of India

&

‘and - Pakistan about the.

spreads of deadly weapons.
"As.a result of these dis-

cussions, the Indian govern-

ment is well aware of our
concerns,” he said,

Any country that detonates
a nuclear device would “only,
and only possibly” be allowed
to continue receiving humani-
tarian food aid, he said.

India conducted its first
and only nuclear test in 1974,
and no other countriesd apart
from the five declared nuclear
powers are known to have
conducted nuclear tests since
then. -

in the Glenn amendmeént and’
'said Washington had "an

. “Neighbouring Pakistan, |
‘with 'which® India has fought

S

three wars since the two
countries were partitioned in
:E:?,- has voiced concern
ut reports that India might

be p'ihnning sucha test. ...
Neither country has signed
e Nuclear Non-Proliferation
eaty. The declared nuclear
powers, to which the Glenn
amendment would not apply.,
are B:;itam.' China, France,
Russia, and the United States.
AP adds, India's reported
plam to deploy a nuclear-ca-
pable missile and indications
that the South Asian country
may be preparing to conduct a
nuclear test explosion are
troubling the Clinton adminis-
tration. |

'Rao urged to [ f

reconstruct
Babri Mosque

CALCUTTA, Jan 18 : The

Dalit Muslim Suraksha Ma-
hasangh Wednesday urged
the Prime Minister P V
Narasimha Ratgu, to mnkrr:r-
r ements for reconstiruc-
t{:}r:lg of the Babri Masjid be-
fore the 'coming general

elections, saying that they

will boycott the polls other-
wise, e PTI.

A delegation of the Ma-
hasangh met the prime min-
ister here and also requested
him to take immediate step,
to ensure job reservations,
educational facilities and fi-
nancial assistance to the
Muslims and other minorities
under the 15-point pro-
gramme announced by the
government.

Mahasangh sources said
Rao assured the delegation of
considering their demands.

The delegation was led Etl;?r
Karim Khan Chowdhury, all
India general secretary of the

Mahasangh..

Search & destroy

mission launched
COLOMBO. Jan 18 : Hun-
dreds of heavily armed sol-
diers were fanning deep into
jungles in eastern Sri Lanka
today as part of a major
search-and -desttoy mission
against Tamil rebels, defence
sources said, reports AFP.
Elite army commandos
moved against positions of
the separatist Liberation
Eelam
(LTTE) in the eastern dis-
trict of Batticaloa amid mon-
soon rains, the sources said.
“The rains somewhat de-
layed the launch of the opera-
tion,” a defence official said.
“Troops are on the move but
they are yet to confront the
Tigers. The offensive is on a
large front.”
he operation was
launched to stem the wave of
stepped-up rebel attacks in
the eastern region following
the fall of the Tigers main
bastion of Jaffna in the north
of the country earlier lasi
month.

US for Yeltsin's
reaffirmation
of reforms

WASHINGTON, Jan 18
Shifting gears, the Clinton
administration salid on
Wednesday it is essential that
President Boris N Yeltsin
reaffirm the Russian rn-
ment's commitmen! to eco-

nomic change, reports AP
As those lavouring capital-
ism have quit or yeen

pushed from the Yeltsin gov-
ernment, administration offi-
cials have said repeatedly
that dismantling the state-
run econo in favour of
c:fnimiilm depends on
Yeltsin and Prime Minister
Viktor §. Chernomyrdin re-
maining in power.

In a tonal shift on
W:dntsda{* State Depart-
ment spokesman Nicholas
Burns lauded resigned Rus-
sian economic specialist Ana-
toly Chubais and said that
when Chernomyrdin comes
to Washington this month he
will hear a message from US
oilicials: "Change must con-
Linue and the West will con-
tinue its support.”
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Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto (R)

and her Japanese counterpart Ryutaro Hashimoto (L)
review an honour guard during an welcoming ceremony

at the Akasaka State Guesthouse in

Tokyo on Thursday.
— AFP/UNB photo
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| South Korean embassies

placed on special alert

SEQOUL, Jan 18 : South
Korean embassies have been
E:;?:d Pyz:;gpccial alert over

may retaliate
following a s;ur]igen of defection
by North Koreans to the
South, government officlals
said today, reports Reuter.
""All embassies usually
know they have to take pre-
caulions because we always
Have threats from North Ko-
rea,” said an official at the
Foreign Ministry who asked
not to be named.

"But this time. they have
been told to be on special
alert,” he told Reuters.

~ The official said Seoul's
Embassy in Zambia, where

two North Koreans recently -

sought asylum, was taking
special precautions by re-en-
forcing security around the
compound,

"Police

protection pro-

vided by the Zambian gov-

ernment has increased at
this time," he added.

The two North Koreans —
Choi Soo-Bong, the wife of
the third secretarv in'the
North Korean Embassy in
Zambia, angl an embassy mar-
tial arts teacher — arrived in

-Seoul on Tuesday after de-
" fecting to the South Korean

Embassy in Lusaka.

FEDH ang's Embassy in
Zambia alleged Chol was kid-
napped, a charge denied by
South Korea.

Another official at the For-
eign Ministry said South Ko-
reans abroad had been asked
to be alert to any possible
North Korean provocations
following the defections.

"North Korea is capable of
doing anything, such as kid-
napping our citizens, and
then saying they defected to
the North,"” said the official,
who declined to be named.

Oft the Record

egn NPT

"TOKYO, Jan 18: Visiting
Pakistan Prime Minister Be-
nazir Bhutto was urged on
Wednesday by Ja to sign
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT), Jiji Press said,
reports AFP. .

Foreign Minister Yukihiko
Ikeda made the request in a
meeting at a Tokyo hotel.

But Benazir, told lkeda
that Pakistan could sign the
NPT only if India took the
same step, "We cannot take a
unilate measure,” she re-

portedly said.

She . rul:;.;d auﬁnctm;
a paper
that India was preparing for a
nuclear test, Jiji said.
- Earlier this week in meet-
ings in Islamabad with visit-
ing Canadian Prime Minister
Jean Chretien, Benazir urged
Canada to use its influence to
prevent Islamabad’'s rival In-
dia from conducting a second

| nuclear test.

Her Foreign Secretary.
warned on Sunday that if In-
dia, which exploded a nu-
clear device in 1974, con-

ducted another test it would .

destabilise the region. -

New Delhi has denied a

New York Times report last
month which quoted US ex-

perts.
e

)

Chechens launch break—c;ﬁt;from Pervomaiskoye

Turkey confident of settling

SINOP, Turkey, Jan 18:
Turkey looked confident of a
bloodless settlement of a pro-
Chechen ship hijack on the
Black Sea after weary gun-
men offered to free all 200
hostages on board if no res-
cue attemnpts were made be-
fore it reached Istanbul. re-
ports Reuter.

"l believe the incident
with end with the peaceful
surrender of the activists.”
Interior Minister Teoman
Unusan told private Kanald
television after a top-level se-
curity meeting.

The leader of the hi@ck-
ers, Muhammed Tokcan, has

fire GG ﬂdinu

assured Turkish intelligence
chief Sonmez Koksal that the
gunmen will end the action if
securify forces cooperated
with their arrival, the ‘semi-
official Anatolian news agency
said.

The agency quoted Koksal
as telling Tokcan late on
Wednesday that the ship
would be allowed safe passage
to Istanbul. where it was ex-
pected to arrive late today or
early on Friday.

"There will be no inter-
vention,” Anatolian quoted
Koksal as telling the gun-
men's leader Muhammed
Tokcan.

iles on P rvnmuyii,'ﬁrhmre a group nfhaél;n.ﬁg“tﬁ:;éru

Chechens' ship hijack drama

Reuter adds from London;
Chechen hostage-takers
launched a break-out from.
the- besieged 'southern
Russian village of
Pervomaiskoye early today,
Russian officials told ITAR-
Tass news agency.

[TAR-Tass, in a report re-
ceived by the BBC, said {t was
told by the Russian Federal
Security Service that at 2:30
am Moscow Time (2330
GMT) a group of Chechen
fighters broke out of the be-
sieged village of
Pervomaiskoye and fired on
Russian
troops.

el v A

are still keeping some 160 hostages on Wednesday. Russian officials announced that since
the Chechens have resisted the assault after three days of bombardment, the military
operation will continue with heavy artillery.

— AFP/UNB photo

Interior Ministry

Frosty reception
for Madonna

BUENOS AIRES : Qutraged that Madonna has been cast
as legendary first lady Evita Peron, hardline Peronists are
venting their anger on the walls of the capital city, reports

AP

Graffiti such as "Evita lives. Get out Madonna” has been
splashed over walls near Buenos Aires' international air-
port and parts of the city centre,

Madonna is expected to arrive in Buenos Aires this
week along with co-star Antonio Banderas, who will play
leftist rebel Emesto "Che" Guevara.

The film, directed by Alan Parker, is due for release

later this
her stay.

ber's Broadwa
Aires archbishop

year. Shooting will begin early February.
Graffiti may not be the ::lrnﬁ1 : Va
. face
President Carlos Menem has called Andrew Lloyd
musical "a total and utter dis
tonio Quarraccino called Madonna,

y opposition Madonna will

Web-
ace.” Buenos

"pornographic and unsuitable — an insult to Argentine

women.'

Webber's musical portrayed Evita as a corrupt populist

who slept her way to power.

- Eva Duarte de Peron was born in Buenos Aires province
and moved to the capital at age 15 to become a radio. film

and stage actress.

' Ten years later she met army Col Juan Domingo Peron,
who was preparing himself for the presidency. In 1949,

* they were married and by 1946 Peron was president and

she was the most powerful woman in the country.

Losing interest in fatwa

WASHINGTON: Author Salman Rushdie said Wednesday

" he is "losing

interest” in determining the status of an Is-

lamic religious edict calling for him to be killed, reports

AP

‘Rushdie has been in hiding since Iran's late spiritual

leader, Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini, issued a fatwa. or re-

ligious

Verses" blasphemed Islam.

~ Ap g in Washing- &
ton to promote his latest [§
novel "The Moor's Last

Sigh”", Rushdie said Ira-
nian government officials
have conducted a "charm
offensive” to placate crit-
ics in the West over the af-
fair, which has soured re-
lations between Iran and
many Western govern-
ments.

"I don't know what
lessons to draw from this",
Rushdie said at the Na-
tional Press Club. "But the
fact is that I'm". losing in-
terest”.

Nevertheless, the Indian-born British writer said he

ict, and a 1 million dollars bounty
Rushdie must be killed because his novel

in 1989 saying
“The Satanic

is

wary of the recent statements since Iranian officials won't
E:.;t it in writing. Security at the event was tight, with
dyguards standing next to the table where Rushdie

spoke and a dog to sniff b

ags for bombs.

Rushdie said that in recent months officials in the Ira-
nian government have not only said they are not interested

in ca
the first place.

ng out the edict, but that they never sought it in

India won't ask ASEAN to
help solve Kashmir issue

BANGKOK, Jan 18: India
will not use its new status as
a full dialogue partner with
the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) to
seek backing for its territo-
rial row with Pakistan over
Kashmir. India's foreign
minister said, reports AFP.

“India is determined to
work for peace and stability
in the region." Foreign Minis-
ter Pranab Mukherjee told
the Bangkok Post on
Wednesday. “That is our pri-
ority. not the Kashmir issue”.

India and Pakistan both
claim Kashmir and have
fought three wars over the
divided territory since they

ained independence from
ritain in 1947,
But Mukherjee, in
kok for a meeting of the
Thai-India joint commission,

said the two nations would
try to work out their differ-
ences themselves.

ASEAN groups Brunei, In-
donesia, Malaysia, the Philip-
pines, Singapore, Thailand
and Vietnam.

The leaders of the seven
nations agreed at their sum-
mit in Bangkok last month to
upgrade India's status from a
regional trade partner to full
dialogue partner despite the
concern some members
over the lingering Kashmir
dispute,

Mukherjee called the
move “encouraging and posi-
tive.” the Post reported.

As a dialogue partner, In-
dia will join the ASEAN Re-

lonal Forum (ARF). which
iscusses security matters,
and will attend ASEAN post
ministerial conferences.

environments discovered

SAN ANTONIO, Texas, Jan
18: US space scientists said
on Wednesday they had dis-
covered two new planets
whose environments might
be able to support life, re-
ports Reuter.

The giant planets, 35
light-years away from the
earth, are thought to have
surface conditions that would
allow the formation of water

in liquid form. and therefore, .

life.

"Life is now possible.
There is a harbour. a site, on
which life might form," Geof-
frey Marcy, the San Francisco
State University astrophysi-
cist who made the di :
told Reuters after a presenta-
tion at the annual mt:ctlnf of
the American Astronomical
Society.

"We watched '‘Starwars'.
We watched 'Star Trek'. And

Picard had no trouble finding

LStar Trek' captain Jean-Luc

planets, but we professionals
did,” he said. "And now, fi-
nally. there's a site for Jean-
{.,;:m and for extraterrestrial
ife.”

Using the 120-inch (305-
cm) telescope at the univer-
sity of California’s Lick Obser-
vatory near San Jose, Marcy
and fellow researcher Paul
Butler discovered the new
planets in the Virgo and Ursa
major constellations. Both are
bigger than Jupiter and visi-
ble to the naked eye.

One of the planets is
thought to have a surface
temperature of 185 degrees
Fahrenheit (85 degrees Cel-
sius), below water's boiling

int of 212 degrees Fahren-
eit (100 degrees Celstus).

"That's cool enough to
permit complex molecules to
exist, ranging from carbon
dioxide to complicated or-
ganic molecules,” Marcy said.

'Thin lanet could conceiv-
ably have rain or even
oceans.”

The other, at a instance
from its sun comparable to
that of earth from its sun,
appears to have a region in
its atmosphere which would

allow d water, the scien-
tists reported.
The planet, too, is in a so-

lar system that most resem-
ble that of earth. "It almost
smells like the planets in our
own solar system,” he said.

National Aeronautics and
Space Administration (NASA)

inistrator Daniel Goldin,
who spoke at the conference
on Wednesday, hailed the
findings.

The exciting part Is we
found the planets where wa-
ter could exist. And we know
on earth wherever we find
water. we find life. That gets
the mind thinking," he told

Reuters.

Marcy said that radio as-
tronomers in Australia and on
the Caribbean island of
Puerto Rico were getting
ready to turn their radio tele-
scopes toward the two plan-
ets Lo search for life.

"What's possible. of
course, is that the radio tele-
scopes will detect radio sig-
nals from any civilisations,
advanced l!lil‘c. ::11::‘“- ttr:ty
living on those
use radio technelogy like we
do.” Marcy said.

"Now, our radio astronomy
friends can go out ahd search
for life with these known tar-
gets in mind." he said.

And NASA astronomer
Robert Brown told reporters
the space agency could use

the hubble space telescope to

try to take photographic im-
.r"};. hecnui nfoﬁa planets’
relati

ve proximity to earth. )

2 new pianets with 'life’ supportable )

.

3 retd ROK generals held
over Kwangju massacre

SEOUL, Jan 18: Prosecu-
tors today arrested three re-
tired military generals over

the 1979 coup headed by

disgraced former president
Chun Doo-Hwan the mas-
sacre of pro-democracy

protestors that followed, re-
ports AFP.

H‘Iumllnnﬂ :huwgrd Yté:i:
- ng, Hwang Yung-
and Lee Hak-Bong being
from-marched from the
rosecutor's office to cars
ng them to prison.
"l am innocent. 1 will fight
back in court,” Lee said.

The Seoul District Crimi-
nal Court a their ar-
rest on insurrection charges
related to the 1980 massacre

of demonstrators in the
southern city of K u that
cost more n 200 lives by
official count.

They are the first former
army officers to be arrested
in connection with the

bloode/ crackdown, a water-
shed in South Korea's history.

However, arrest warrants
for two other coup col-
leagues, Chang Sea-Dong and

Choi Sae-Chang, were with-
held pending deliberation on
a suit ch the consti-

tutionality of a landmark law
that paved the way for the
indictment of former junta
members.

Chun filed the suit on
Wednesday shortly after
prosecutors asked for the
warrants for the five accused
of helping him stage the coup
and also for their alleged role
in the 1980 massacre.

In his petition, Chun, 64,
described the law, passed in
December with the blessing
of incumbent President Kim
Young-Sam a former opposi-
tion leader who took office in
early 1993, as unconstitu-
tional.

Chun, who is r:cuvanng in
hospital from a 27-day
hunger strike, has refused to
cooperate with legal

proceedings against him.




