@The Baily Star

Founder-Editor: Late S. M. All

L
Jute Prices

There has been a demand spil

grades of raw jute beyond the July-

season, both in the domestic and fi
markets. Out of an estimated production of 37
lakh bales in the 1995 season, 26 lakh bales
were traded at the domestic terminal markets
till December 31, reflecting a quantum of ex-
ternal off-take as well, leaving us a surplus of
11 lakh bales as on that date.

The out-of-season demand activation is

fetching the jute traders — not necessarily the
rowers — higher prices although the divi-
ends are limited to the 11 lakh bales of
stock in hand. The government imposed a re-
striction on raw jute export thro the land
route from October to January 3 as a precau-
tion against smugglin and price hike it had
grown apprehensive a against the back-
of a production shurtfall
ith the prohibition of e land lifted
after Janu 3. border tra in e commod-
ity has resumed and, predictably, with a
sponging effect on the residual stock of raw
ute. The arrival of jute at the terminal mar-
ets of Narayanfanj and Daulatdia has notice-
ably dmtﬁ ped from 20 to 25 thousand maunds
e July-December peak period to only
5 to 6 thousand maunds as of now. This can
not be solely explained away in terms of a re-
duced off-season stock which after all was put
at a fairly substantial 11 lakh bales at the out-
set of January. What obviously cross the mind
are legitimate exports to India by land —
with smu%glin g not to be ruled out — and
perhaps also speculative hoarding to jack up
prices. When India and China have had p
duction shortfalls themselves, raising th: dc-
mand and price of raw jute in the interna-
tional market there has been an understand-
able lure for the home traders.

The high price of raw jute in the domestic
market can make the price of our jute manu-
factures less competitive in the overseas mar-
ket. On the other hand, growers are hardly
the beneficiaries of higher ﬂccs which are
basically manipulated to the advantage of
Egeculaturs In other words, the growers and

manufacturers should find a common
cause in stabilising the domestic mark:t of
raw jute so that while the prices are remu-
nerative to the producers these.are also eco-
nomic for the jute industry owners. As pai
and parcel of the jute policy, let's have
guidelines for the determination of jute
acreage in the country in the first place.

Overcommitted Might

It is most unfortunate that Russian leader-
ship — both political and military — could not
think of something better in dealing with the
Chechen rebels holding hostages in a village
called Pervomayskaya. The tiny hamlet has
been subjected to salvoes after salvoes of mis-
siles and artillery shells from helicopter gun-
ships and tanks. This extreme step was taken
after six days of stand-off and ground fighting
that failed to make the rebels surrender. Esti-
mated between 150 and 250 the rebels dug
into the village with hostages numbering be-
tween 70 and 100.
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Evidently, the bombardments have reduced

the whole village of Pervomayskaya into rub-
bles and by the time the hostage crisis is over
there will perhaps be neither any Chechen
rebels nor any hostages alive. Although Rus-
sian sources say the rebels were killing the
hostages, prompting the employment of aerial
bombardments and artillery firing, this has
not been confirmed by independent sources.
On the contrary, it appears that the.govern-
ment of Boris Yeltsin has blundered by an

inept handling of the situation. We think it

has been a disproportionate reaction from the - -

Russian administration.
The arms and ammunition Russia is using

against a small band of rebels have apparently -
boomeranged. Yeltsin cannot gain from this
move. The destruction of an entire village -

with some hostages in it as a retribution
against a handful rebels is hardly likely to go -
down well with the Russian people. On the
opening day of the Duma, Yeltsin came under
attack from the opposition. By using dispro-

portionate force to subdue the rebels Yeltsin

has drawn an avoidable flak.

Returnees' Dues =
Bangladesh nationals who lost their jobs or

materially suffered otherwise during Gulf War
‘may at last get the compensations due to

them. Some moves are afoot in the direction

of realising the needed money from frozen
Iraqi assets abroad. Already the Saudi gov
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thus a drastic

ernment has agreed to channel 10 million US 5
dollars from the proceeds of Iraqi oil sale,

The amount will be used to settle some of the

compensation claims totalling 62,352. Com-

pensation amount varies between 2,500 and'.j:"

8,000 US dollars.

Clearly not all the claimants will be aatla-
fied. But at least things are moving in the

“right direction. The United Nations Compen-
sation Commission (UNCC), based in Geneva,

has been doing

while 14,000 more claims awaits approval.

The real problem, however, is with the

availability of fund. Frozen Iraqi assets may not
be sufficient to meet the claims of returnees.
It would be easier if Iraqi oil starts selling in
international market yielding the fund. This,
however, is tagged with the inspection of
Iraqi weapons manufacturing facilities by in-
ternational teams. Both Irag and the UN Se-
curity Council should be coming to an under-

standing on the issue soon.

its part of the job well. It has

approved 32,000 Bangladeshi claims so far

LIC"HQH
e o ool ofl oo
Mllnﬂﬂ
ience but its rﬁ

purpose,

larity lrngl ui:aqhuu::ncy have

been an steady or

consistent. Besides the ques-

,“F"m" gy "“w""““m'?
pu

Iﬂmhd th!

this regard
have often failed to make the

electors become the main-

stream in the pmuu

were never

lish their tmu -

through ballots. Election,
to be an

which is su
instrument
has been pcmelwd lt
as @ mechanism or device
ascending to or for remaining
in power. It has also been
used for legitimising the
wer, often ascended to
hrough the means other
than election. Th the
ereation of Pakistan was a fol-
low up of an election held in
1946, hut it s an irony of fate
that after Pakistan was cre-
ated there was no national
election held on the basis of
adult franchise till 1970.

Election and the
Political

In fact, our history has
been full of treacherous acts
and events. A chain of this
treacherous acts in the his-
tory has been traced R Mr.
Justice Shahabuddin mad
in his celebrated Jud
on 8th Amendment of lhe

or

Constitution.
In his Jud nt, it has
been shown historically how

after the election won in
1946 on the basis of Lahore

resolution, the majority peo-
ple of the then Eutnéﬂnl
were reduced into a ty

and how the word 'States'
contained in Lahore resolu-
tion was mysteriously re-
mced by the E:F:Iﬂ ‘State’. In

process, t Bengal was
reduced into a province and a
colony through an autocratic

rule of a military bureau
The Judgment also
out how the Con-

stituent Assembly was dis-
solved without any lawful au-
thority: how II'I elected
Prime Minister was dis-
misged by a Governor Gen-
eral, not having any legal
mu do so, lnd how :f
storic election process
1946 was frustrated; how the
will of the people exercised
through an election was de-
feated through cons lrlcy
and treac . The j
further shows how the nl
tempt to frame the Constitu-
&;ﬂ of Fnktm was uh-n—m
again again;
how general election sched-
uled to be held under 1956
Cmsu{ugun ::nul-g not take -
phcn and it was finally pre
by a military l.nimvu'
958 by the then C. in €.
uf the . Gen. Ayub Khan;
and how a long M.rugfle
the only general election
held in 1970-71 was to be
frustrated by im g the
most unjust and treacherous

war u the unarmed peo-
ple. With great sacrifices,
the ple won the war of

liberation with an object for
establishment of democracy.
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"8 most of the
elections so
people were consid-
ered as llllv: voters and
the nudn actors have been
either the generals or
nally the political par-
ties, their leaders and the
candidates of the respective
parties. Success or failure of
any party or cnndidnte de-
pended on the ability of such
Pnrty and candidate to mas-
thl: wining number of
manner, fnir ur
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Election in Bangladesh and
Paradox of Power

by M Amir-ul Islam

through the political
and movement over a
od of time. In 1970

091, ple were able to
reach the Itiul climax
through which their vu'dlct

tered despite all

b r‘l"#ey were culmination

nf l long-drawn struggle in
urder to reasserit people's
ight for empowerment.
ose elections are not
therefore c e to the
would beh;pu.'ted and
are to
be conducted on a regular
and basis.

In most of other elections
as initiated by usurpers for
legitimising their power
electorates were treated as
almost like a com-

modity and at the most an
object. They have never been
treated as the main subject
nor as the main actor in the
But the election. as
Bangledesh Constitution. 18 1
ution, is to
act as an instrument through
which people can exercise
their power without ever di-
vesting themselves from it.
Election is therefore not to
be treated as d mech-
anism, but be as a
rrum atory mechanism. It
s to understood in the
total context of the power
always remaining and belong-
ing to the md not as a
mere mechanism for succes-
sion of power
D:mcr
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B::: ple of cnnunulm:.nd

T‘hil was d by the
Indian Supreme Court as
Pannuswami's Grﬂnﬂplﬂ
(AIR 1952 S.C. 64). One of

ronment. This is where the
of free and fair elec-
tion tumafl. ;rhli. the mntl:
objects of election can
summarized as follows: a) to
facilitate ular participa-
tion in public affairs in order
to strengthen empowerment
of people; b) to provide
for orderly succession in
overnment by the ul
ransfer of power. ¢) to
ensure ultimate exercise of

m power and author-

its
change in the pelicy
I.hrough the electoral verdict;
e) to ensure
accountability of the
ment to the people ruugh
Parliament and media; f) to
effect a odical audit on
the political and its
exercise; g ensure the
choise of the people in a
multi party democracy.
of electioneer-
ing remains from the ob-
ject of the election sum-
marised above. The people of
this area, which is now
known as adesh, have
been denied their very basic
right — the right to exercise,

and implement their
:ﬂ which is to be Su
as ordained under the -

tution.

"I:El we can see that nt:;

at times participa

freo rovincial and |Ilﬂ' na-
umal election since 1937
under British. Pakistan and
under the independent rule ;
but experience with election
has been both infrequent and
unimtunlte Following the

nrm..lprleﬂeuu

mbﬁrm with ' the

conduct ‘or the consequences
of elections also became the

tnthru d) to

electoral fairplay is a danger
signal for the nation's demo-

cratic destiny,

The need for a caretaker
and the neutral characteristic
of the government for the in-

terim period for holding the
election in the context of
history. therefore, is no
doubt a legitimate and a
ula; |:ilrl.'l|:1..lltltl.rl;'.llltlhIE
an the
sition political parties
that such a ment can
ensure the neutrality of ad-
ministration. Under a neutral
caretaker government, it is
believed that the security
forces, police, law enforcing
agency and the electronic
media can play non-partisan
role on one hand . on the
other. it can also prevent the
abuse of the state patronage
and public power by any par-
ticular party or group.

There are ind different
examples and models for
such an iInterim caretaker
government: but the opposi-
tion parties are overawed
with the success of 1991}
elections under a model hav-
ing the Chief Justice as the
head of the interim govern-
ment and also by the one
held in Pakistan under the
Presidency of Moyeen

ureshi, without realizin

that such models, thnugﬁ
served a particular need at a
particular moment in history,
cannot be reenacted |In
Bangladesh under the pre-
sent constitutional dispensa-
tion nor can be a desirable
substitute for an institutional
mechanism.

The Party in power did
not show any interest in
changing the stitution for
bringing in an institutional
mechanism with buiilt-in bal-

ing. hopeless and painful
that path may appear, the
nth:r npuanl as have so often

I.tﬂ?l in our his
an: mul:
inthcshortandlnthel-ung
run. '

Instead of bl one
party or the other, it is im-
portant to understand the
reasons why things go wrong
in every start that we make
and every vow that we under*
take to work the
Firstly, it is important to re-
mem that over-politicisa-
tion may ruin the polity itself.
Secondly, the public life
ought not to be taken as so
personal in term of office as
our leaders tend to perceive
political office, be it in -
ernment or in opposition.
Power and public oifice need
to be perceived as imper-
sonal and not t in na-
ture. Thirdly, People in pub-
lic life ought to realise that

blic o and power be-
E:ﬁ to the people. It is only
held in a trust on behalf of
the people as Benjamin Dis-
raeli said, "] repeat ..... that all
power is a trust — that were
accountable for its exercise —

that from the people and for
the all ., and all
must exist.” Fourthly, P

wielding power must realise

that power has a vicious
ph?'tt of its own.
h Political Philoso-

her Montasque perceived it
ong when he pointed out
that power tends to corru
and Lord Acton said it apt
that r tends to corrupt
and absolute power corrupts
absolutely.i One has nothing
against the leaders of the
government and in the up-
position. Personally th
wonderful people with c
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people of this area, which is now known as

Bangladesh, have been denied their very basic right

~ the right to exercise, express and implement their will which is to be Supreme as ordained
under the Constitution.

thepﬂndphnmtﬂhhad

TR I

an-
other case (1 l HI 8.C.C.
404;

para 23) as follows:

Dmou'lcy is
R ot

The I

goﬂ does a Social audit of his
arliament plus political
choice of his proxy.

The political reality of the
present day is far from the
cnntem?lnuun in the Const-
tution. It is the fundamental
tenet of our Constitution that

all powers belong to the peo-
ple who are su to be
the real actors in the election
mn;i; Yet the € are
only ess victim pow-
ers. It is the fundamental
mandate of our Constitution

has poatulltad:n basic frame- th -election neeri
worl under which power n  adopied by Uhe  autocratc
are 3 0
exercised. - hmﬂﬂﬂtnottlim tt]l:uhiltnrlc
m mm t the
ﬂlﬁm the Election Commission. It

R AN powds i ih
‘Republic belong to the peo-
.R_epandthelre:ﬂdum}be-
ﬂfufmepﬁahaﬂbeaf*
fected under, and by the
a of this Constitution

(i) Constitution is, as
the solemn expression of the
will of llh+|'.- fpﬂ::: le, I:I?ct
supreme law o ;
and if other law s i -
sistent with this Constitution

that other law shall, to the
extent of the inconsistency.

Mm- ¥ 1 "
.M-'tll:le 11 d’!‘he Rapuhlic
emocracy
which ﬁmdlmcnml hutnm
rights and freedom and re
spect for the dignity I.l'l.ﬂ
worth of the human person
shall be guaranteed and in
which nrur:ipatlnn
br their
ected re reuntat ves in
administration at all levels
shall be ensured.

Since people as a whole
cannot act in the day-to-day
running of the nf!‘n.i:ru of the
Republic, they need to act
through their agents namely,
the elected represeéntatives.
It is therzfnr: most funda-
mental that the system
through which such repre-
sentatives are chosen can
only work under a free envi-

Eﬂﬂﬁ

rule rather than the
tion in independent

mand for Neutral

Administration
In view of the abuse and

the interim
dissolution
till the

new iﬂ-'ﬂﬂll is
elected thmug?_rl free and

The present i
which is beneficiary of such
an election held in 1991 un-
der a caretaker t
headed by the Justice
following the fall of Ershad

reglm: W such

ﬂth:r lnots. bo ntted the
Parliament and started . a
movement of hartal
blncknde. in order to paralyse

lfm'nm:nt creating a
ﬁr in ltqht

coun two years. Na-
umwmd even international

initiative to mediate between .

the two views did not' result
into the settlement of the is-
sue. |

The demand for a care-
taker vﬂ;nhl:ent. which
of made up elections

has therefore become urgent
to restore credibility in the
election system, which has
been systematically deutroybd
as part of militarisation

cess of politics since the n;n
of Ayub Khan, repeated again
in by two consec-

utive Laws and elec-
tions held under such dis-

pensation. Instead of reversal
of the trend after the restora-

tlnn of democ , the peo-
{)he witnr.uad repetition of
-elec-

tions md mayoral election
held under the present rep-
resentative government.
Treachery in the election, as
it takes place in some of the
developing countries, is -
cal as described so ade-
nI:Iuateljr in a Ju t of the
ndian Su urt (1978

1 sec 405) by Justice Kr-
llhnn Iyer which reads as
follows:

After all, democratic elec-
tion may be likened to
mm with 1: ::hmu scri

re i actors,

cials m:gom . each
‘his p ;. with roles
but not for villains ...

intervene turni o
nl l’l.l‘ljmﬂm of the
t’:nilu:tlﬂ will into a trl#r.'

P St N Dral v

mmgmhn{mhnr
defiance from fundamental of

Court on a reference.

" ﬂhMr

ance for facilitating a neutral
interim government for
holding a free and fair elec-
tion. Foll the en masse
resignation of the tion
MPs from the Parliament in
protest of government's ob-
stinacy, t for having
change in the Constitution,
even if there could be any,
also disap ed. Several in-
novative fermulas were sug-
Fﬂted for having such a neu-
ral caretaker government
even within the con-
stitutional tions. The
government lailed to make
appropriate and timely re-
spanse to them nor could it
initiate any fruitful

with the oppesition inr -
ing abnut a consensus.

SoE ad o EL: il
cere nest poli wi
to resolve the prﬁem

The Parliament, which
was dragged towards a full
term despite the en masse
resignation of opposition
MPs, ultimately was to be
dissolved followed by an
election schedule, date for
which now shifted to 15th
February 1996. It could not
be prol beyond a period
of 90 days without the inter-
pr:tau\rc role as could be

Bla nly by the Appellate
\ﬂslun of the Supreme

Like
other ts and possibil-
:th:: whic :ﬂtittuumﬂng
ast two years, the

for a settlement was also al-
lowed to be frustrated. For
the Constitutional succession
and continuity it is no doubt

incumbent to hold the elec-
tion within the time, but it is
realised by everyone that no
meaningful purpose can be

served by having such an
‘election without participation
of the major tion par-
ties. Hence, rn sed

election is in tn
ceived as ntf: g rItum

continuing in any how,
as was d?ﬁe bypat.:eﬂlnw,
predecessor in 1986.

Under the circumstances,

as was su many,
the Prime Minister who
heads the government by
holding over is the only indi-
ﬂduu:l who c:?lmd ease m;i: sit-
uation, as she promi
resigning and thus nilnwg
the reference to the Appel-
late Division of the Supreme
Court with an alterna-
tive but no amount of persua-
tion produced any positive
result,
In absence of an{ solution
any sincere political will
ort in llght the mini-
mnl role of an election for
ushering constitutional suc-
cession becomes uncertain,
let alone the fate of democ-
rm::_vl In] the l{:rnccnh the
people lose their t te
right to mrg — a
right achieved through the
of erations,
is to be wi away.
Election has thus been
a casualty in politics, so nl-o
the demn-crlcy yet there is

no but to rsue the
path to a solu-
and overcome this knot

in our destiny. Sooner this
nation realises that there is
no other option but the polit-
ical course, however frustrat-

.dum uf action

.counter prod

+ and

and grace. "It is not that
wielders of power are inher-
ently evil, but that t gc%

s 0

caught uﬁ in the tol
power, ich gets beyond
their control.We in

adesh tend to get
t into this whirl of
r much too often. The
ragedy is that we get into a
helpless spell as if e is no
way out and we tend to sur-
render to our fate and des-
tiny. Those, who struggle and

tlt: ngnl.mt il in nrdcrgﬁ

intu th: same cjrcle of history
repeating itself.

Ban
cau

Dias writes: "It is a sad
paradox that the seeds of the
abuse of power are sown in
lhl_; bed I?: freedom. Thufl:
who'agitate most strongly for
frmdﬁ from power are {mu-
ally foremost in insisting,

with complete freedom

of action for themselves, on
the use of the utmost power

. hey

to prevent others fmm
against them. ....
know, who hettcr? at what
ts they succeeded in
down the previous

r -struc su thcjr
#’tﬂ stifle free
against them—

selves at precisely those
points; which is why the
tyranny of those asserting
reedom from tyranny is
often worse. Present Prime

Minister brought down Er-
shad regime boycotting
the election. Hence, she

knows -- how to frustrate the
boycott movement launched
by her opposition and she

plnmﬁlcpolﬂfmlpath Mﬁndumhdimmdmmthuhmtmwdeﬂmy. Soon this
dhﬂcpﬁalh#thepdlimlmmmﬁuﬁm

persists doing that rather
than seeing reason without

the cost the country
has to pay. As a result it be-
comes a zero sum game at
the end of the day.

The opposition ought to
realise that ceaseless and
continueous agitational
movement may become
uctive as RW.M.
Dias reminds in his book
‘Jurisprudence’ as to -the
danger ?f u:_lr-paliucilatiun

street ta-
tion: E};&e.ngcumts a p:i?nt in
the breakdown of law and
order which provokes in-
creasing demand for power
to restore stability. At first
the call is generally sup-

ported all who have
weary t??’chans. Indmfm
an age old tactic ...... . to main-
tain constant disruption.so as
to produce just this reaction
in order to smooth their own
eventual accession to
Then as memories recede
and a new generation
up, the new established
r structure becomes in-

creasingly irksome and
ple, weary of power start to
agitate anew for freedom
from it.

It is an irony of fate as one

reads this ﬂassa ge of history
revealing the destiny of our
own le struggling gener-
ation after generation trying
to reach the summit and the
heavy burden the people
carry on their back to push

up to that summit but once

the summit on the mountain
is reached. the heavy
which
and reached so high
own toil and sacrifice. again

stone
people moved so long
by their

begins to roll down the stiff
slope as is said in the Greek
legend that Sisyphus cen-
demned by the curse of a
Greek g to continue re-
peating the same perfor-
mance -till eternity.

Dias gives illustration of
contemporary tr edies of
democracy in tan and
refers to thc chaos into
which political factions
Eu;?lcd the country after al-

rigged :I:t:t.iun was

ha]t on Sth July 1977 by a
military coup for a promised
election on 16th October
which was never to take
lace. Instead Pakistan suf-
. another decad: of dic-

torship.

Bangladesh's r.xpcﬂm:
in of the de

has been equally

In evaluating the role o the
people and the sacrifices
made by them in achieving
their aspiration for democ-
racy no people can claim
having made greater sacrifice
for democracy and justice
than the people of
Bangladesh: yet those re-
for ictua] WO
it on a day to day basis
those having sibility
for building institutiénal
mechanism and setting ex-
amples and traditions have
miserably failed in uphoilding
their oath and the promise
held out to the people. In
st the history of these
tr nunltlu of demec-
racy, one is often reminded
of the striking caution ut-
tered by John Adams. "Rem-
ember: remember, demaoc-
racy never lasts . It, soon
wastes, exhausts and murde-

rs itself.
Let John Adam's
]Jrol;lauhacy not be
context sent
time in gilduh ich he

said two hundred years ago:

"There never was a democ-

racy that did not commit
suicide. John Adams. Second
President of U.S.A. who lived
in the Eighteenth Century,
was perhaps speaking of the
era before the French and
American Revolution.

Power, if allowed to be ex-
ercised by the instinct and
inclination for fulfilling per-
sonal or party ends or for
upholding one's ego — John
Adams then cuuld be
prophetic again even at the

of the twentieth century
Democracy could thus
n committing Suicide, u

the absolute and ided
g, v

power is antithatic

ra::ir\l Ill:d Rule of Law.
worth remembering
in this cen a warning
rt i th::i Subﬂrin
gnu n n
country in ll‘l dec{l?)n ‘
ute n:lltlng to the Frlm:

Indira Gandhi in the
celebrated case of Ra
Narayan. (1975 . 8.C.C.
I!'.H para 661): ut ' the
electorates live in hope that a
sacred p will not so fa-

antly be used and the mov
gg history warns nl'_
the ' consequences that

inevitably flow when absolute
laowri hu corrupted abso-

We are now at the end of
the twentieth century. At the
threshold of a new era,
Bangladesh can not afford yet
anoth futl:'retkduwn in .ﬁ
journey development
democracy. Let us acknowl-
edge that we are on cross-
roads of history again. A
wrong tum may ruin the fu-
ture of our country and im-’

above the
interest. It is
tﬁt; wisdom only m‘:nl we can
an priate solution.
It is lhcx of utmost im-
portance and urgency that
the pfem:ll: nation t:ld the

with t ma
pe?itica.l s be invnlv":l
consultations. na-
tional media and dia-
, debate and concilia-
tion. let there be a consen-
sus. On the threshold of a
new era bound with promise
for development and democ-
racy, our leaders and the
ple cannot sim allow
this unity to be wasted
away only in order to serve
narrow ends. National inter-
est and the will of our peopile
which is supreme as to be
effected through Constitu-
tional mechanism must have
Prinrltjr over all egos and
alse vanity, and need not
concede tu uny petty, party

or hial interests.

¢ now must be able
to ise themselves and
develop a collective will of
their own t an innova-
tive political process in order
to protect their own socio-
economic and political
;Pndl. All the achievements
our people cannot be al-
lowed to be washed away by

the useless and tless
games played the
eaders in power in the

blissful adolescence in their
career of succession.

The author is an eminent
barrister a political commen-
tator.

CORRIGENDUM
The writer's introduc-
tion at the bottom of the
article "UNHCR at the

Crossroads: Who's in the

with the UN
. he is not
H‘H: UN

worki
HCR...”

warlcinh with



