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Today. The Dhily Star
introduces "Disney Time," a
FULL-PAGE 4-colour cartoon
series of Walt Disney

characters of Mickey & his
friends, including Mickey
Mouse, Minnie Mouse,
Donald Duck, Daisy Duck,

Goofy, Pluto, etc.
This 4-colour full-page

cartpon series will be
published EVERY FRIDAY on

the last page of our Magazine
Section. So. don't miss the
fllﬂ! A

—~Inside Today
Article

Eledion in
" Bangladesh and
Paradox of Power

by M Amir-ul Islam
Page 4

| International

. lndia w facg stiff
sanctions if it conducts
N-test, warns US

2 new planets with
life' supportable
environments

discovered
Page 5

Business

India's bribery scandal

likely to trigger
another fall on BSE

Page 6

DSE price index BE.87(-0.34%)
Market capital Tk §31090 cr
Transactions in volume #5986
| Transactions in value Tk 1.8 ¢r

CSE price index 801.85 [«0.12%)
Market capital Tk M2087 cr
| Transactions in volume 1320

U_Emﬁnmhmul Th 4677550 lakh

The charm of Baldah
(Garden; The relevance
of Tagore today:
Glimpses of Africa;
with Living, Travel
and Tounism, Teens
and Twenties and
Rising Stars and a
special-Disney Time
Pages 9-16

NEWS BRIEFS

College teachers
submit memo
By Staff Correspondent

Teachers of non-govern-

ment colleges. under the
auspices of the Bangladesh
College Teachers' Association
(BCTA). yesterday submitted
memoranda on their 9-point
demands to TNOs across the
country, according to a press
release. They also hrﬂuggt out
rallies as part of thdir two
month-long countrywide agi-
tation Emgramme lo press
home their demands.

34 arms seized

Law-enforcing agencies
seized 34 [irearmss 129 bul-
lets and 23 explosives from
different parts of tne country
yesterday. the 29th day of
countrywide arms recovery
drive. They also arrested 342
people on various charges
including possession of illegal
arms._reports [UNB
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At least 50 people were
injured. two with rubber bul-
lets, and scores of vehicles
were damaged in the capital
gﬁaterday as processionists

longin
sition political parties defied
a ban and tried to break po-
lice cordons on their way to
gherao the Election Commis-
sion Secretariat.

Police swung into action
to prevent the marchers
from heading towards the EC
Secretariat at Sher-e-Bangla
Nagar and picked up 32 op-
position activists from Farm-
gate area.

Dhaka Metropolitan Police
had earlier imposed a 12-
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50 hurt during
bid to gherao

By Staff Correspondent

hour ban on rallies, proces-
sions and gatherings in the
areas around the EC Secre-
tariat yesterday. the day for
scrutiny of nomination pa-
pers for the ensuinﬁ parlia-
mentary elections filed on
the freﬁntﬂ day. -
wami League, Jatiya P
and Jamaat-e-Islami ha;'g
separate rallies in the city
and brought out processions
as part of their countrywide
programme of gherao of EC
offices.

Police used water cannons
and hurled tear gas shells to
stop the slogan-chanting
marchers from proceeding
towards the Sher-e-Bangla

Nagar from the Panthapath
area -

[inzcnu of wvehicles wﬁre

damaged by the procession-
Ett;r in various parts of the

A number of cars with
their windscreens smashed
were seen running for shel-
ters at the Sonargaon Road.

On both sides of the
Sonargaon Road, and at
Hatirpul and Katabon, shop-
keepers pulled the shutters
down in panic and hundreds
of shoppers were seen
stranded inside the Eastern
Plaza, a city su >

Streets were strewn with
broken windscreens.
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Opposition
EC office

. Awami League held a rally
at the eastern end of the Pan-
thapath where top party

briefly : g

Later, a procession from
that area started marching
towards the EC Secretariat,
but it was halted by mem-
bers of the law enforcing
agcjmieu at Farmgate.

a
which started from the west-
ern end of the Panthapath,
‘was intercepted. by police
near Dhanmondi Government
Boys' High School.

Jamaat also tout a
procession after holding a
rally at Moghbazar

See Page 8 Col 8

O 4
call series
of strikes

By Staff Correspondent

The next programmes by
the three mainstream oppo-
sition parties would be an-
nounced in one or two days.
AL Organising Secretary
Mohammad Nasim informed
that the joint meeting of the
ngnuitlﬂn might take place
at 8 pm. tonight.

Talking to a group ol
newsmen, Awami League
Presidium Member Tolael
Ahmed said that the three
parties would soon sit to-
gether to decide the future
course of their action pro-
gramine.

Opposition leaders told
The Daily Star that the future

See Page 8 Col 4
People won't
allow one-party

polls: Mizan .

Jatiya Party acting Chair-

man Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury yesterday asked
Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia to step down
forthwith and rearrange
election keeping 90 days
time-limit, repo UNB.
"Otherwise.” warned

- Mizan Chowdhury, “"people

will foil the blueprint of
holding unilateral election to

 hang on to

Addressing a rally near
Russel Square before a march

| towards the Election Com-

mission in the afternoon. the
See Page 8 Col 2
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Awami League activists trying to remove barricad
their way to gherao the Election Commission Secretariat in the
Shoe shine boys duck for safety as police lob tear gas shells and pickets throw bombs.

(Bottom) Some makeshuft hawkers' shops at F armgate set ablgze_.. . ..

Hasina's call for non-cooperation

et o M

es from the road near Far:_gnu on

city yesterday. (Below)
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By Staff Cmpondent

Awami League president
Sheikh Hasina yesterday
called for -launching an "all-
out non-cooperation move-
ment’ against the BNP gov-
emment and to thwart its at-

tempt to hold a "one-party
farcical election”.

“It is a misfortune for the
nation that after killing the

hard-earmned . the
BNP is now with
a blue-print election”, Hasina,
who pioneered the posi-
tion boycott of the told
a party rally at Pan th in
the city before a planned
gherao of the Election

Commission Secretariat.

"Not a voter will ex-
ercise his franchise in the
farcical polls," Hasina said
and called upon the public
servants and members of the

law enforcing cies to

side with the Phaiae
She accused Minis-

ter Begum Khaleda Zia of

killing the hard-earned
and violating the
Constitution on several

counts.
Sce #4#® 8 Col 4

Khaleda begins

L'} polls campaign

from Jan 24
By Nazmul Ashraf

Prime Minister and BNP
chief Begum Khaleda Zia will
start election campaign for
her party with a visit to the
mazar ol Hazrat Shahjalal at

het on Jan 24, said

azrul Islam Khan, office
sec of the party. -

The PM is also likely to
address the nation over the
radio and TV “to n her
rl:ny‘l le to end

¢ political impasse” an-
other top leader of the B
sald. The date is to be
fixed. the BNP leader added.

The BNP- will soon give
instructions to the party can-

See Page 8 Col 7

Lawyers' call to
boycott polls

urged the people not to
part in the -
liament elections P“a
P e ey
n a test in
front of p:l?c Na al Press
Club the leaders of the coun-

cil also demanded removal of
the 'puppet’ chief election
commissioner.

Earlier the council,
headed by its ident Ad-
vocate Shamsul Hug Chowd-
hury, brought out a
sion from the Ban

Se¢ Page 8 Col 2
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i Fundamental ri

Finance Minister M Saifur
Rahman yesterday criticised
the FBCCI for challenging the
ordinance debarring the loan
defaulters from contesting
the ensuing parliamentary
polls

"Defaulters are running
amok in the name of funda:
mental rights”, he said
it Is not to
default c¢reditor's money
This sort of situation can not
be allowed". Saifur observed
while inaugurating the Credit
Rating Information and Ser-
vices Limited (CRISL) the
first ever such company in
the coun

The finance minister
stressed the need for legal
support to check had debt
problem in the country

‘If law 1s not effective to

enforce obAgation and gover

Saifur Blasts FBCCI _fr ﬁling w£
'Non-payment of loans is

no fundamental right’

By Staff Correspondent

nance is not efficient, honest
and responsive. the situation
can not be changed.” he said.
Without naming, the finance
minister said that a defauliter
with loans of crores of taka
was showing thumb to banks.

Writs by JP
leaders

withdrawn

By SC Correspondent

All the three writ -
tions filed in the H Cm-lrt

by Jatiya Party leaders chal-
lenging the ordinance de-
barring bank loan defaulters
irom contesting parliamen-
tary elections were with-
drawr yesterday.

See Page 8 Col B

He said the bankers also
need to be rated for their
performance.

"How can a banker sanc-
tion lean to a defaulter of
Taka 100 crore again ?" he
asked.

He also stressed the need
for rating of both. the
borrowers and the banks.

"Borrowers' ratin is
needed for security of the
banks, and banks' rating is
needed to udge their ac-
ceptability both nationally
and internationaily.” he said.

Saifur said” the reform

was tly af-
ected because of short-term
Pulitlcll expediency.
Politiclans will not accept
reforms because they think
these will affect their votes.”
said Saifur. "This is a

See Page 8 Col 7

.NTRa'ma
Rao dead

NEW DELHI, Jan I8: NT
Rama Rao, one of India's top
o tlg? 7?'{3:"[:.“ at
a h:fﬂ nttnch.'{:l:rlllnl a

crushing blow to the opposi-
tion’'s ‘ts In ming

- mﬂ.mrntnr}v polls, reports

The charismatic Rama
Rao, a former mowie actor,

See Page 8 Col 8

tiya Party's procession,
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If there is a will, there
is still a way: Experts

By Sharier Khan and Aminul Islam Sajal

The opposition parties
can still participate in elec-
tions averting a much-feared
collision course if they and
the reach an un-
derstan
dent intervenes, three legal

said yesterday.

But first the top leaders

will have to agree on avoiding
confrontations and on ﬂndm‘g
a peaceful way out, they told
The Dalily Star.

"So far the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) is con-
cerned, the chapter of
rescheduli of elections is

closed,” said former Attorney
General Barrister Rafiqul

ng and the Presi-.

Haq. "But if the country wants
a peaceful solution to avoid
violence, there is always a
out."
He said if the major oppo-
sition parties and the ruling
reach a consensus, the
resident with his residual
powers can seek the opinion
of the Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court and then
he can take steps accord-
ingly— "even if it is outside
the purview of the Constitu-
tion". '
"Under the principle of
necessity, the Constitution
c¢an be violated for the pur-
pose of saving it. Therefore,

| Commentary
The Wolves are
Smiling

By Mahfuz Anam

Seldom, if ever. has so
much damage been done, to
so many, b s0 few
(paraphrasing Churchill's fa-
mous comment on RAF men).
A handful of people in the
ruling and the o tion
‘parties have held this coun-
try. and its vast multitude of
Eonr e, hostage in a

lind reckless ambition
to retain, (on one side) or to
ure (on the other) dlll;l-
power in a -
ﬁan:l of natiopal interest.
atever general interest
there was in the political tug
Gi'*m:.jr nvl:r"y thep]:;lat two years,
ractically crippling our po-
itical and social life, there
never was, even a remote de-
sire that this conflict should
jeopardize our national elec-
tions. '

What we [ind infuriating is

not only the fact that these

handful of people are pla

with the future of our cnu;lg%
and that of each of us, hut
also the casual way in which
this catastrophe was brought
about. One side said that

““Come to talks first, and we

will discuss :vc:xlhln . The
other side said " E;x an
agenda first, then we will

come for talks” On this hair-
splitting difference months

and months of valuable time .

was lost. Would Heaven have

fallen if the BNP did give an

" a" for talks. Similarly,

what would have happened if

the opposition did go for

talks without an "agenda”.
have

Thtl{ could alwafys
walked out (something for

have a lot of
such talks were
Woulitii't both

which the
practice) i
not fruitful

. such options been o thinusand |}

See Page 8 Col 3

papers rejected

By Staff Correspondent

A totdl of 83 nomination
pers were rejected by the
lection Commission after
scrutiny yesterday.
Theé number ma
the EC mnﬂ‘ftum -
recei s its ol-
hlﬂ:gdirm: till late last

, accordi to a source
e e

The papers were rejected
for being incomplete, or
'defective’ or because the
C te was found to be a
bank loan defaulter, the
sources said.

A total of 1,987 nomina-

rise as
was

tion papers were submitted
for tg 300 Jatiya Sangsad
seals. »

The candidates whose
nomination papers have been
rejected can still appeal
: “th:,h:unlllunif l:r:-
ore, ti of with-
drawal of mmlfn:{lon pers
it cannot be said that are
out of the race, the EC source
said. The last date for with-
drawal of nomination papers
in Jan 23.

The number of rejected
nomination pa so far are
26 in Dhaka division, 10 in
Sylhet, 11 in Khulna, 14 in
Rajshahi, 16 In Chittagong
and 6 in Barisal division.

Meanwhile, the number of
constituencies with only one
candidate each rose to 9
yesterday. The lone candi-

Tamabil ﬁring
Flag meet
yields no
results

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Jan 18: The flag
meeting between the Indian
BSF and BDR ended today
without any decision.

At the two-hour meeting
from 1:30 pm held on the
no-man's land, commandi
officer, A K Sheat led the
leam while Major S M A Jalil
led the BDR side.

The agenda included the
Indian fresh attempt for con-
struction of -pucca building
near ‘'no-man's land, deploy-
ment of additional BSF troops
and border trade .

An official source said
that the BSF gave no assur-
ance for the postponement of
the construction of pucca
building. However, the meet-
ing was told that the BSF
would decide lb?‘t this after
consultation with the higher
authorities, the source :

u:!ﬂemwhllt.ﬂthu tlm_ﬁl:.t
ua is prevailing In 7
bil border area.

dates in those constituencies
are Begum Khaleda Zia in
Barguna-7, Maidul Islam in
Kurigram-3, Kamruddin in
Sirajganj-7. Salauddin Ahmed
in Cox’' Bazar-1 and Khalequz-
zaman in Cox's Bazar-3.

Earlier, the lone noumina-
tion papers [ound valid were
those of LGRD Minister Ab-
dus Salam Talukdar in Ja-
malpur-4, state minister for
social welfare Fazlur Rahman
Patal in Natore-1, Sha Chin
Pru in Bandarban and Nazmul
Huda in Mymensingh.

Our Khulna correspondent
adds: The nomination paper
of BNP candidate Sekander

“ Ali Dalim for Khulna-3 was

rejected as he was found to
be a bank loan defaulter. Two

other thseru for Khulna-4

and na-6 were found

'defective’ during scrutiny.
See Page 8 Col 7

| prosperous Bangl
dreamt by Shaheed President
Rahman

83 nomination

even if the Constitution has
to be violated in the greater
interest of the nation. the
court can condone the viola-
tion. Therefore, there would
not be a constitutional crisis -
said Rafiqul Haq.

He added that the opinion
of the court could not be
challenged since it was not a
verdict and therefore, nobodv
was bound to abide by it. ‘

The former attorney gen-
eral referred to two cases
under the principle of ne-
cessity — one during the Pak-
istani rule in 1957
(Tamijuddin case) and the

See Page 8 Col 1

. of Zia's birth
today

The 60th birth anniver-
sary of Shaheed President Zi-
aur Rahman will be observed
today. reports BSS.

In a message, President
Abdur Rahman Biswas has
called for concerted efforts
to. establish a happy and

Idl::uh

a

Ziaur :

BNP secretary general
Barrister Abdus Salam Taluk-
dar urged the party's district.
city, municipality and thana
units to observe the birth an-
niversary of Ziaur Rahman in
a befitting manner.

The programmes include
hoisting of party flag at the
BNP central office in the
morning, offering of prayers
and placing of wreaths at the

See Page 8 Col 1

US wants fully
contested polls

The U.ited States hoped
that the ent and the
Opposition in Bangladesh
would cooperate on a politi-
cal solution to the country's
problems and agree on free
and fair and fully contested
elections, reports UNB.

State Department spo
kesman Nicholas Burns
expressed the US optimism
while responding to re

rters’ queries related (o

angladesh at a briefing in
Washington on Tuesday. ac-
cording to a message re-
ceived yesterday.

"We have no specific for

See Page 8 Col 6
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